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The  J^dipan  sf  the  Mexicans:  namely y  ibeir  Gcds^  Tem^ 

flei^  Priests  J  Sacrifices  ^  and  Offerings :  their  Fasts  and 

Austerities  J  their  Chronology ^  Calendar ^  and  Festivals  / 

their  Ceremonies  t^on  the  j^irth  of  Children^  at  Mar^ 

riagesy  and  Funerals. 

'I  'HE  religion,  government,  and  oeconomy  of  a  fiate 
X  are  the  three  things  which  d^efly  form  die  charac- 
ter of  a  nation,  and  without  being  acquainted  with  thcfc, 
it  is  impoffible  to  hare  a  perfect  idea  of  the  genius,  dif- 
poiitions,  and  knowledge  of  any  people  whatever.  The 
religion  of  the  Mexicans,  of  which  we  are  to  give  an  ac- 
count in  thb  book,  was  a  heap  of  errors,  of  fuperftitions, 
and  craei  rites.  Such  weaknefTes  of  the  human  mind, 
of  which  we  have  had  but  too  many  examples  even  in 
the  moft  enlightened  nations  of  antiquity,  are  infq)arable 
Vol.  IL  A  from 
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from  every  religion  that  takes  itsfource  in  thcfantaftica! 
imaginations  and  fears  of  mankind.  If  we  compare,  as 
we  flball  do  in  another  place,  the  religion  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  with  that  of  the  Mexicans,  we  ihall  find  the 
former  more  fuperftitious  and  ridiculous,  the  latter  more 
cruel.  Thefe  celebrated  nations  of  ancient  Eurq>e, 
from  the  unfavourable  opinion  which  they  entertained  of 
the  power  of  their  gods,  multiplied  their  number  to  ex- 
cefs,  confined  their  influence  within  narrow  bounds,  im- 
puted to  them  the  moft  atrocious  crimes,  and  ftained  their 
worfhip  with  the  moft  fcandalous  impurities ;  for  which 
they  have  been  juftly  reproached  by  the  advocates  of 
Chriftianity.  The  Mexicans  imagined  their  gods  more 
perfeft,  and  in  their  worfliip,  however  fuperftitious  it 
might  be,  there  was  nothing  repugnant  to  decency. 

The  Mexicans  had  fome  idea,  though  a  very  imperfeft 
one,  of  a  fupreme,  abfolute,  and  independent  Being,  to 
whom  they  acknowledged  to  owe  fear  and  adoration. 
They  reprefented  him  in  no  external  form,  bccaufe  they 
believed  him  to  be  invifiblej  and  named  him  only  by  the 
common  appellation  of  God,  in  their  language  Teotl^  a 
word  refembling  ftill  more  in  its  meaning  than  in  its  pro- 
nunciation the  Theos  of  the  Greeks:  but  they  applied- 
to  him  certain  epithets  which  were  highly  expreflivc  of 
the  grandeur  and  power  which  they  conceived  him  to 
poflcfs.  .  They  called  him  Ipalnemoanij  that  is.  He  by 
whom  we  live;  and  Tldque  Nahuique^  He  who  has  all  in 
himfelf.  But  their  knowledge  and  worfliip  of  this  fu- 
preme Being  was  obfcured  and  in  a  manner  loft  in  tl^c 
crowd  of  deities  invented  by  their  fuperftition. 

They  believed  in  an  evil  fpirit,  the  enemy  of  mankind, 
which  they  called  TJacatecoloiotl^  or  Rational  Owl,  and 

fafd 
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&fd  that  he  often  appeared  to  men  for  the  purpofe  of 
fcrrifying  or  doing  them  an  injury. 

With  refpeft  to  the  foul,  the  barbarous  Otomiesy  as 
they  tcU  us,  believed  that  it  died  together  with  the  body: 
while  the  Mexicans,  with  all  the  other  polifhed  nations 
of  Anahoac,  coniidered  it  as  immortal ;  allowing,  at  the 
lame  time,  that  bleffing  of  immortality  to  the  fouls  of 
brutes,  and  not  retraining  it  to  rational  beings  alone  (ji\ 

They  dUflinguifhed  three  places  for  the  fouls  when  fe- 
parated  from  the  body.  Thofe  of  foldiers  who  died  in 
battle  or  in  captivity  among  their  enemies,  and  thofe  of 
women  who  died  in  labour,  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  fun, 
whom  they  coniidered  as  the  Prince  of  Glory,  where 
they  led  a  life  of  endlefs  delight ;  where,  every  day,  at 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  fun*s  rays  they  hailed  his  birth 
with  rejoicings ;  and  with  dancing,  and  the  mufic  of  in- 
firuments  and  of  voices,  attended  him  to  his  meridian ; 
there  they  met  the  fouls  of  the  women,  and  with  the 
iame  feftivity  accompanied  him  to  his  fetting.  If  religion 
b  intended  only  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  government,  as 
has  been  imagined  by  moft  of  the  free-thinkers  of  our 
times,  furdy  thofe  nations  could  not  forge  a  fyftera  of  be- 
lief better  calculated  to  infpire  their  foldiers  with  con- 
rage  than  one  which  promifed  fo  high  a  reward  after  their 
death,  lliey  next  fuppofed  that  thefe  fpirits  after  four 
years  of  that  glorious  life,  went  to  animate  cloud$,  and 
birds.of  beautiful  feathers  and  of  fweet  fong ;  but  always 
at  liberty  to  rife  again  to  heaven,  or  to  defcend  upon  the 
earth  to  warble  and  fuck  the  flowers.  The  people  of 
Tlafcala  believed  that  the  fouls  of  perfons  of  rank  went, 
after  their  death,  to  inhabit  the  bodies  of  beautiful  and 

fweet 

(«)  The  ideas  here  alcribed  to  the  M^cant,  with  refped  to  the  fouls  of 
Intes,  wiU  appear  more  fiiUj  when  we  (hall  come  to  fpeak  of  their  fimeral  ritciu 
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fweet  finging  birds,  and  tbofc  of  the  nobler  quadrupeds ; 
while  the  fouls  of  inferior  perfons  were  fuppofed  to  paf^ 
into  weazks,  beetles,  and  fuch  other  meaner  animals. 
Whence  ^e  fee  that  the  abfurd  fyftem  rf  the  Pythago- 
rean tranfmigration,  which  has  been  fo  firmly  feftlcld,  and 
fo  widely  propagated  throughout  the  countries  ol  the 
Eaft,  has  not  wanted  its  advocates  in  thofc  of  the 
.Weft  (*>.  The  fouls  of  thofe  that  were  drowned,  or 
ftruck  by  lightning,  of  thofe  who  died  by  dropfy,  tu- 
mors, wounds,  and  other  fuch  difeafes,  went,  as  the 
Mexicans  believed,  along  with  the  fouls  of  children,  at 
leaft  of  thofe  which  were  fiicrificcd  to  Tlaloc  the  god  of 
water,  to  a  cool  and  delightful  place,  ^  called  Tlalocan^ 
where  that  god  refided,  and  where  they  were  to  enjoy 
the  moft  delicious  repafts,  with  every  other  kind  of  plea* 
fore.  In  the  inner  part  of  the  greater  traiple  of  Mexico 
there  was  a  particular  place  where  they  fuppofed  that  on 
a  certain  day  of  the  year  all  the  children  which  had  been 
facrificed  to  TIaloCy  came,  and  invifibly  affifted  at  the  ce- 
remony. The  Miztecas  had  a  perfuafion,  that  a  great 
cavern  in  a  lofty  mountain,  in  their  {»-ovince,  was  the 
entrance  into  paradife ;  and  their  nobles  and  great  men, 
therefore,  always  took  care  to  be  buried  near  the  ca- 
vcM,  in  order  to  be  nearer  that  place  of  deKght.  LafUy, 
the  third  {dace  allotted  for  the  fouls  of  thofe  who  fuffered 
any  otho*  kind  of  death,  was  the  MiSllan^  or  hell,  which 
they  conceived  to  be  a  place  of  utter  darknefs,  in  which 
feigned  a  god,  called  Miaianteudli  (lord  of  hell),  and  a 

goddefs 

{h)  Who  would  belkte  that  a  lyftem  to  prepofterons  and  improbable  u 
that  of  the  Pythagorean  traDimigration,  fhoold  be  fupported  bj  a  philofopher 
of  the  entightened  eighteenth  centnry.  Yet  it  hat  been  ferionily  mam^aSf^f^^ 
lately,  by  a  Frenchman,  in  a  book  printed  at  Parity  under  the  title  of  **  The 
Year  Two  thouiand  four  hundred  and  forty.*' 
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goddefe  named  MiSlafUibuaiL  I  am  of  opiniOQ  that 
tfacy  bdicTcd  hell  to  be  a  place  in  the  centre  of  the 
earth  (c)\  but  they  did  not  imagine  that  the  Ibuk un* 
dcrwcBt  any  other  punishment  there  than  \rhat  they 
faficred  from  the  darkneis  of  their  abode.   ' 

The  Mexicans,  with  all  other  civilized  nations,  had  a 
dear  tradition,  though  ibmewhat  corrupted  by  fable* 
of  the  crcaticMi  of  the  world,  of  the  univerfal  deluge,  of 
the  confulion  of  tongues,  and  of  the  difperfion  of  the 
pec^e  ;  and  had  a£kually  all  thefe  events  rcpreiented  in 
their  pidnres  (d).  They  lakl,  that  when  mankind  were 
overwbdmed  with  the  deluge,  none  were  preferved  bnt 
a  man  called  Coxcox  (to  whom  others  give  the  oame  of 
Ti9cifa3U)^  and  a  woman  called  Xocbiquetzai^  who  favcd 
tbeaofeives  in  a  litde  bark,  and  having  afterwards  got  to 
had  npon  a  mountain  called  by  them  Colbuacauj  had 
there  a  great  many  children :  that  thefe  children  were 
all  bom  dumb,  until  a  dove  from  a  lofty  tree  imparted 
to  dbcm  languages,  but  differing  fo  much  that  they  could 
not  nnderftand  one  another.  The  Tlafcalans  pretended 
that  the  men  who  furvived  the  deluge  were  transformed 
iato  apes,  bnt  re<!overed  ^>eech  and  reaibn  by  de^ 
gi«cs(r). 

Among 

(<)  Dr.  S^enxa  was  of  opinien,  that  the  Mexicans  placed  hell  in  the  nor* 
them  part  of  the  earth ;  as  the  (ame  word  Miaiampm,  fignified  tntf^rdi  iBt 
iftrtkt  n<l  tnMrdf  HdU  But,  Irather  think  they  placedit  in  the  centre,  for 
that  is  the  meaaing  of  the  name  of  TZi/xKm,  which  they  gave  to  the  ten^le  of 
the  god  of  hen.  After  all  it  is  poffible  that  the  Mexicans  themfelves  might 
hold  difooot  opiilioos  1900  the  ihhjedfc. 

(i)  Their  idea  of  the  deluge  aj^pears  teom  the  repreientation  in  the  {date 
mnexed,  which  is  copied  from  an  original  painting  of  the  Mexicans. 

(«)  For  an  account  of  the  opinions  of  the  MIztecas  and  other  nations  of 
Aaetka,  with  ttfycSi  to  the  creation  of  the  world,  I  muft  refer  the  reader  to 
Rtther  Grcgorio  Garcia,  a  Dominican,  in  his  work  entitkdi  7be  Or^n  •f  ||# 
him. 
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Among  all  the  deities  worihipped  by  the  Meucans, 
and  which  were  very  numerous,  although  not  near  fo 
much  fo  as  thofe  of  the  Romans,  there  were  thirteen 
principal  and  greater  gods,  in  honour  of  whom  they  con- 
fecrated  that  number.  We  (hall  give  an  account  of 
what  we  have  found  in  the  Mexican  mythology  with 
rcfpeft  to  thefe  and  the  other  gods,  without  regard  to 
the  pompous  conjectures  and  abfurd  fyftem  of  Cav.  Bo- 
turini. 

Tezcatlipoca.  This  was  the  greateft  god  adored  in 
thefe  countries,  after  the  invifible  God,  or  fupreme  Be- 
ing, whom  we  have  already  mentioned.  His  name 
tneans  Shimng  Mirror^  from  one  that  was  affixed  to  his 
image.  He  was  the  god  of  providence,  the  foul  of  the 
world,  the  creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  mafter  of  all 
things.  They  reprefented  him  always  young,  to  denote 
that  no  length  of  years  ever  diminifhed  his  power ;  they 
believed  that  he  rewarded  with  various  benefits  the  juft, 
and  punifhed  the  wicked  with  difeafes  and  other  afflic- 
tions. They  placed  ftone  feats  in  the  comers  of  the 
ftreets,  for  that  god  to  reft  upon  whea  he  chofe  it,  ^d 
upon  which  no  perfon  was  ever  allowed  to  fit  down. 
Some  faid,  that  he  had  defcended  from  heaven  by  a  rope 
made  of  fpiders  webs,  and  had  perfecuted  and  driven 
from  thefe  countries,  the  grand  prieft  of  Tula  ^uetzaU 
£oatly  who  was  afterwards  confecrated  as  a  god. 

His  principal  image  was  of  te&tetl  (divine  ftone)  which 
is  a  black  ihining  ftone  like  black  marble,  and  was  richly 
drefled.  It  had  golden  ear-rings,  and  from  the  under 
lip  hung  a  cryftal  tube,  within  which  was  a  green  fea- 
ther, or  a  turquoife  ftone,  which  at  firft  fight  appeared 
to  be  a  gem.  His  hair  was  tied  with  a  golden  ftring, 
from  the  end  of  which  hung  an  ear  of  the  fame  metal, 

with 
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ivkh  the  appearance  of  afcending  fmoke  painted  on  it, 
bjr  which  they  intended  to  rcprefcnt  the  prayers  of  the 
diftrcffed.     The  whole  bread  was  covered  with  mafly 
gold.     He  bad  bracelets  of  gold  upon  both  his  arms,  an 
emerald  in  the  navel,  and  in  his  left  hand  a  golden  fan, 
fet  round  with  beautiful  feathers,  and  polifhed  like  a 
mirror,  in  which  they  imagined  he  faw  every  thing  that 
happened  in  the  world.     At  other  times  to  denote  his 
jultice,  they  reprefented  him  fitting  on  a  bench  covered 
with  a  red  cloth,  upon  which  were  drawn  the  figures  of 
ikulls,  and  other  bones  of  the  dead :  upon  his  left  arm  a 
fliteld  with  four  arrows,  and  his  right  lifted  in  the  atti- 
tude of  throwing  a  fpear :  his  body  dyed  black,  and  his 
head  crowned  with  quail-feathers. 

Ometeudli  and  Omecihuatl  (f).  The  former  was  a 
god,  and  the  latter  a  goddefs,  who  they  pretended  dwelt 
in  a  magnificent  city  in  heaven,  abounding  with  delights, 
and  there  watched  over  the  world,  and  gave  to  mortals 
dirir  wiflies :  OmeteudH  to  men,  and  Omecihuatl  to  wo- 
men.  They  had  a  tradition  that  this  goddefs  having  had 
many  children  in  heaven,  was  delivered  of  a  knife  of 
flint ;  upon  which  her  children  in  a  rage  threw  it  to  the 
earth,  from  which  when  it  fell,  fprung  fixteen  hundred 
heroes,  who,  knowing  their  high  origin,  and  having  no 
fervants,  all  mankind  having  perifhed  in  a  general  cala- 
mity, (^)  agreed  to  fend  an  embafly  to  their  mother,  to 
intrdeit  her  to  grant  them  power  to  create  men  to  ferve 
them.  The  mother  anfwered,  that  if  they  had  more 
exalted  fentiments,  they  would  have  made  themfdves 

worthy 

(/)  They  likewife  gave  thefe  gods  the  names  of  Citlallatonaef  and  CiMkue^ 
■pan  acconnt  of  the  ftars. 

{g)  Thefe  people,  as  we  ihall  mention  in  another  place,  believed  that  the 
•arth  had  fufTered  three  great  nniverlal  calamities  by  which  all  madund  had 
■cell  dcBfpycd« 
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wor&y  to  Ihre  with  her  eteraally  io  heaven :  bm:  Snoa 
i^kcy  cbofe  to  abide  upon  the  earth,  flie  <leiired  them  to 
go  to  MifUanteuffliy  god  of  hell,  and  aik  of  him  one  of 
the  bones  of  the  men  that  had  died }  to  fpridcle  Ah 
tmh  their  own  blood,  and  from  it  they  would  have  a  mail 
and  a  woman  who  would  afterwards  multiply.  At  the 
fame  time  (he  warned  them  to  be  upon  their  guard  agamft 
Midlant^uStij  who  after  giving  die  bone  might  fiiddeidf 
repent.  With  thefe  ii&(bu£tions  from  his  mother,  Xdaili 
one  of  the  heroes,  went  to  hdl,  and  after  obtaining  what 
he  fought,  began  to  run  towards  the  upper  karfjact  ^ 
the  earth  :  upon  which  MidlanteuSUi  enraged  purfued 
him,  but  being  uQable  to  come  up  with  him,  returned 
to  hell.  Xolotl  in  his  precipitate  ilight  (himblcd,  ud 
feUing  broke  the  bone  into  unequal  pieces.  Cathoiing 
them  up  again,  he  csontinucd  his  courfe  till  he  arrived  S4 
the  place  where  his  brothers  awaited  him ;  when  ihqT 
put  die  fragments  into  a  veifel,  and  fprinkled  them  with 
their  blood  which  they  drew  from  different  parts  of  their 
bodies.  Upon  the  fourth  day  they  beheld  a  boy,  and 
continuing  to  f^inkle  with  blood  fbr  three  days  more^a 
girl  was  likewife  formed.  They  were  both  configoed  to 
fhe  care  of  Xolotl  to  be  brought  up,  who  fed  them 
with  the  milk  of  the  thiftle.  In  that  way,  they  believed 
the  recovery  of  mankind  was  effeded  at  diat  time. 
Thence  took  its  rife,  as  they  affirmed,  the  praftice  of 
drawing  blood  from  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  as 
we  fliall  fee  was  fo  common  among  thefe  nations  :  and 
they  believed  the  differences  in  the  ftature  of  men  to  have 
been  occaiioned  by  the  inequality  of  the  pieces  of  the 
bone. 

Cihuacobuatl  (woman  ferpent)  called  likewife  ^m^ 
laztlL    This  they  believed  to  have  been  the  firft  woman 

that 
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that  had  children  in  the  world ;  and  Ihe  had  always 
twins.  She  was  eftccmcd  a  great  goddefs,  and  they  faid 
that  (he  wonld  frequently  fliew  hcrfclf,  carrying  a  child 
in  a  cradle  upon  her  back. 

Tonatricli  and  Meziliy  names  of  the  fun  and  moon, 
both  deified  by  thcfe  nations.  They  faid,  that  after  the 
recovery  and  multiplication  of  mankind,  each  of  the 
above  mentioned  heroes  or  demigods,  had  among  the 
men^  his  fervants  and  adherents :  and  that  there  being  no 
inn,  the  one  that  had  been,  having  come  to  an  end,  the 
heroes  aflembled  in  Teotihuacan  around  a  great  fire, 
and  faid  to  the  men,  that  the  firft  of  them  that  fhould 
throw  himfelf  into  the  fire  would  have  the  glory  to  be- 
come a  fun.  Forthwith  one  of  the  men,  more  intrepid 
than  the  reft,  called  Nanahuaziin^  threw  himfelf  into  the 
flames,  and  defcended  to  hell.  In  the  interval  while 
they  all  remained  expefting  the  event,  the  heroes  made 
wagers  with  the  quails,  locufts,  and  other  animals,  about 
the  place  of  the  iky  where  the  fun  would  firft  appear  ; 
and  the  animals  being  miftaken'in  their  conje£hires  were 
immediately  facrificed.  At  length  the  fun  arofe  in  that 
quarter  which  from  that  time  forward  has  been  called 
the  Levant ;  but  he  had  fcarcely  rifen  above  the  horizon 
when  he  ftopped ;  which  the  heroes  perceiving,  fcnt  to 
dcfire  him  to  continue  his  courfe.  The  fun  replied,  that 
he  would  not,  until  he  (hould  fee  them  all  put  to  death. 
The  heroes  were  no  Icfs  enraged  than  terrified  by  that 
anfwer  :  upon  which  one  of  them  named  C////,  raking 
his  bow  and  three  arrows,  fhoc  one  at  the  fun ;  but  the 
fun  faved  himfelf  by  ftooping.  Citli  aimed  two  other 
arrows,  but  in  vain.  The  fun  enraged  turned  back  the 
laft  arrow,  and  fixed  it  in  the  forehead  of  C///i,  who  in- 
ftantly  expired.     The  reft  intimidated  by  the  fate  of 

YoL.  IL  B  their 
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their  brother,  and  unable  to  cope  with  the  fun,  refolved 
to  die  by  the  hands  of  Xelotl^  who  aft^r  killing  all  his 
brothers,  put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  The  heroes  before 
they  died  left  their  clothes  to  their  fervants ;  and  fincc 
the  conqueft  of  thefe  countries  by  the  Spaniards,  certain 
ancient  garments  have  been  found,  which  were  prefcrved 
by  the  Indians  with  extraordinary  veneration,  under  a  be- 
lief that  they  had  them  by  inheritance  from  thofe  ancient 
heroes.  The  men  were  aflfefted  with  great  melancholy 
upon  lofing  their  matters ;  but  Tezcatlipoca  commanded* 
one  of  them  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  the  fun,  and  from 
thence  to  bring  mufic  to  celebrate  his  feftival :  he  told 
him  that  for  his  journey  which  was  to  be  by  fea,  he 
would  prepare  a  bridge  of  whales  and  tottoifes,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  fing  always  as  he  went,  a  fong  which  he 
gave  him.  This  the  Mexicans  faid,  was  the  origin  of 
the  muiic  and  dancing  with  which  they  celebrated  the 
feftivals  of  their  gods.  They  afcribed  the  daily  facrifice 
which  they  made  of  quails  to  the  fun,  to  that  which  the 
heroes  made  of  thofe  birds ;  and  the  barbarous  facrificcs 
of  human  vidlims,  fo  common  afterwards  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, they  afcribed  to  the  example  of  Xdotl  with  his 
brelhrcn. 

They  told  a  fimilar  fable  of  the  origin  of  the  moon. 
Tezcociztecalj  another  of  thofe  men  who  aflembled  in 
Teotihuacarij  following  the  example  of  Nanahuatziny 
threw  himfelf  into  the  fire :  but  the  flames  being  fome- 
what  lefs  fierce,  he  turned  out  Icfs  bright,  and  was 
transformed  into  the  moon.  To  thefe  two  deities  they 
confecrated  thofe  two  famous  temples  erefted  in  the 
plain  of  Teotihuacan^  of  which  we  (hall  give  an  account 
in  another  place. 

^etzalcoatU 
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^uetzalcoatl.  (Feathered  ferpcnt.)  This  wa^among 
the  Mexicans,  and  all  the  other  nations  of  Anahuacy 
the  god  of  the  air.  He  was  faid  to  have  once  been  high- 
prieft  of  Tula.  They  figured  him  tall,  big,  and  of  a  fair 
complexion,  with  an  open  forehead,  large  eyes,  long 
black  hair,  and  a  thick  beard.  From  a  love  of  decency, 
he  wore  always  a  long  robe ;  he  was  fo  rich  that  he  had 
palaces  of  filver  and  precious  ftones  ;  he  was  thought  to 
poflefs  the  greateft  induftry,  and  to  have  invented  the 
art  of  melting  metals  and  cutting  gems.  He  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  the  mod  profound  wifdom,  which  he 
difplayed  in  the  laws  which  he  left  to  mankind ;  and 
above  ail  to  have  had  the  mod  rigid  and  exemplary  man- 
ners. Whenever  he  intended  to  promulgate  a  law  in 
his  kingdom,  he  ordered-  a  crier  to  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain Tzatzitepec  (the  hill  of  (houting)  near  the  city  of 
Tula,  whofe  voice  was  heard  at  the  diftance  of  three 
hundred  miles.  In  his  time,  the  com  grew  fo  ftrpng  that 
a  fingie  ear  was  a  load  for  a  man :  gourds  were  as  lopg 
as  a  man's  body  :  it  was  unnecelTary  to  dye  cotton,  for 
it  grew  naturally  of  all  colours :  and  all  other  fruits  and 
feeds  were  in  the  fame  abundance  and  of  extraordinary 
fize.  Then  too  there  was  an  incredible  number  of  beau- 
tiful and  fweet  finging  birds.  All  his  fubjefts  were  rich, 
and  to  fum  up  all  in  one  word,  the  Mexicans  imagined 
as  much  happinefs  under  the  priefthood  of  ^uehudcoatU 
2%  die  Greeks  did  under  the  reign  of  Saturn,  whom  this 
Mexican  g(xi  likewife  refembled  in  the  exile  which  he 
fuffered.  j^inidft  all  this  profperity,  Tezcatlifoca^  I  know 
not  for  what  reafon,  wifhing  to  drive  him  from  that  coun- 
try, appeared  to  htm  in  the  form  of  an  old  man,  and 
told  him  that  it  was  the  will  of  the  gods  that  he  ihould 
be  takca  to  the  kingdom  of  Tlafalla.    At  the  fame  time 

^  ^'     *       ^     he 
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he  offcFcd  him  a  beverage,  which  ^uetzalcoatl  readily 
accepted,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  that  immortality  after 
which  he  afpired*     He  had  no  fooner  drank  it  than  he 
felt  himfelf  fo  ftrongly  inclined  to  go  to  llapalla^  that 
he  fet  out  immediately,  accompanied  by  many  of  his  fub- 
jefts,  who,  on  the  way,  entertained  him  with  mufic. 
Near  the  city  of  ^uauhtitlan  he  felled  a  tree  with  ftoncs, 
which  remained  fixed  in  the  trunk :  and  near  llalne- 
pantla  he  laid  his  hand  upon  a  ftone  and  left  an  impreC- 
fion,  which  the  Mexicans  Ihcwed  the  Spaniards  after  the 
conqueft.     Upon  his  arrival  at  Cbolula^  the  citizens  de- 
tained him,  and  made  him  take  upon  him  the  govern- 
ment of  their  city.     Befides  the  decency  and  fweetnefs 
of  his  manners,  the  averfion  he  (hewed  to  all  kinds  of 
cruelty,  infomuch  that  he  could  not  bear  to  hear  the  very 
mention  of  war,  added  much  to  the  affeftion  entertained 
for  him,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cholula.     To  him  they 
faid  they  owed  their  knowledge  of  melting  metals,  their 
laws  by  which  they  were  ever  afterwards  governed,  the 
rites  and  ceremonies  of  their  religion,  and  even,  as  fome 
affirmed,  the  arrangement  of  their  feafons  and  calendar. 
After  being  twenty  years  in  Cholula^  he  refolvcd  to 
purfue  his  journey  to  the  imaginary  kingdom  of  Tlapalla^ 
carrying  along  with  him  four  noble  and  virtuous  youths* 
In  the  maritime  province  of  CoaixacoalcOy  he  difmifled 
them,  and  defired  them  to  aflure  the  Choltdans  that  he 
wotild  return  to  comfort  and  dired  them.   The  Cbolulans 
out  of  refped  to  their  beloved  ^etzalcoatl^  put  the  reins 
of  government  into  the  hands  of  thofe  young  men.  Some 
people  faid  that  he  fuddenly  difappeared,  others  that  he 
died  upon  that  coaft ;  but,  however  it  might  be,  ^et- 
zalcoail  was  confecrated  as  a  god  by  the  Toltecas  of  Cho* 
lulariy  and  made  chief  guardian  of  their  city,  in  the 

centre 
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centre  of  ui^hjch,  in  honour  of  him,  they  raifed  a  great 
cmineiice  and  built  a  fan^hiary  upon  it.     Another  emi- 
nence with  a  temple,  was  afterwards  ercftcd  to  him  in 
Tula.     From  Cholula  his  worfhip  was  propagated  over 
all  that  country,  where  he  was  adored  as  the  god  of  the 
air.     He  had  temples  in  Mexico,  and  elfewhere;  and 
fome  nations,  even  enemies  of  the  Cholulans^  had,  in  the 
city  of  Cholula,  temples  and  priefts  dedicated  to  his  wor- 
Ihip ;  and  people  came  from  ail  countries  thither,  to  pay 
their  devotions  and  to  fulfil  their  vows.    The  Cholulans 
prefcrved  with  the  higheft  veneration  fome  fmall  green 
ftones,  very  well  cut,  which  they  faid  had  belonged  to 
him.     The  people  of  Yucatan  boafted  that  thdr  nobles 
were  defcended  from  him.     Barren  women  offered  up 
their  prayers  to  him  in  order  to  become  fruitful.     His 
festivals  were  great  and  extraordinary,  cfpecially  in  Cho- 
lula, in  the  Teoxibuitlj  or  divine  year ;  and  were  preceded 
by  a  fevere  faft  of  eighty  days,  and  by  dreadful  aufteri- 
ties  praAifed  by  the  priefts  confecrated  to  his  worfhip. 
Quetzalcoatl,  they  faid,  cleared  the  way  for  the  god  of 
water ;  bccaufe  in  thefe  countries  rain  is  generally  pre- 
ceded by  wind. 

Dr.  Siguenza  imagined  that  the  ^uetzakoafJ^  deified 
by  thofe  people,  was  no  other  than  the  apoflle  St.  Tho- 
mas, who  announced  to  them  the  Gofpel.  He  fupported 
that  opinion  with  great  learning,  in  a  work  (A),  which, 
with  many  other  of  his  ineflimable  writings,  has  been 
unfortunately  lofl  by  the  negledl  of  his  heirs.  In  that 
work  he  inflituted  a  comparifon  betwixt  the  names  of 
Didymos  and  ^uetzalcoatl  (0»  t^^i*  drefs,  their  do^hine, 

and 

(S)  This  work  of  Siguenza  is  mentioned  by  Betancourt,  in  hia  Metdcam  7bf 
mtrtg  and  by  I>r.  Eguiera,  in  hia  Mexican  Blbliotheca. 
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and  their  prophecies }  and  examined  t}ie  pjaces  through 
which  they  went,  the  traces  which  they  left,  and  the  mi- 
racles which  their  refpeftive  difciples  related.  As  we 
have  never  feen  the  manufcript  above  mentioned,  we  (hall 
avoid  criticifing  an  opinion  to  which  we  cannot  fubfcribe, 
notwithftanding  the  refped  which  we  bear  for  the  great 
genius  and  extenfive  learning  of  the  author. 

Some  Mexican  writers  are  perfuaded  that  the  Gofpel 
had  been  preached  in  America  forae  centuries  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Spaniards.  The  grounds  of  that  opinion 
arc  fome  croffcs  (k)  which  have  been  found  at  diflferent 
times,  which  feem  to  have  been  made  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Spaniards :  the  faft  of  forty  days  obferved  by  the 
people  of  the  new  world  (^/),  the  tradition  of  the  future 

arrival 

tnd  ^etxaUoatlf  that  the  latter  is  compoled  of  Ccatl  a  twin,  and  ^dzalU  m 
^m;  and  that  it  fignifies  a  Precious  Twin.  But  Torquemada,  who  perfeAly 
underftood  the  Mexican  lang^gc,  and  had  thofe  names  interpreted  to  him  hy 
the  ancient  people,  (ays  that  Quetzalcoatl  means,  ferpcnt  fumiihed  with  fea- 
thers, tn  fa<ft,  Ceail  does  perfedlj  ^gpity/erfent,  and  ^uetxatH^  greetffeaibert 
and  have  been  applied  to  iwm  and  gem^  only  metaphorically. 

(i)  The  crofles  the  moft  celebrated  are  thofe  of  Yucatan,  of  Mizteca,  Que* 
retaro,  Tcpique,  and  Tianquiztepec.  Thofe  of  Yucatan  are  mentioned  by  Fa- 
ther CogoUudo,  a  Francifcan,  in  his  Hiftory,  book  ii.  chftt>*  t%*  The  crols  of 
jyCsteca  is  taken  notice  of  by  Boturini  in  his  work,  and  in  the  chrdtaide  of  Fa- 
ther Bnrgoa,  a  Dominican.  There  is  an  account  of  the  crofii  of  Queretaro) 
written  by  a  Francifcan  of  the  college  of  Fr^pagatda  in  diat  city;^and  of  that  of 
^epique  by  the  learned  Jefuit  Sigiihiund  Tarabal,  whofe  manufcripts  are  pre- 
farved  in  the  Jefuit  college  of  Guadalajora.  That  of  Tianquistepec  was  difco- 
▼ered  by  Boturini,  and  is  mentioned  in  his  work.  The  crofles  of  Yucatan 
^ere  worfiupped  by  the  Tucatenefe,  in  obedience,  as  they  laid,  to  the  inftnic- 
iiotiii  of  their  great  prophet  CBilam-Cambal,  who  defired  that  when  a  certain 
race  of  men  with  beards  ihouLd  arrive  in  that  country  from  the  Eaft,  and  fliould 
'befisen  to  adore  that  fign,  they  ihould  embrace  the  dodrine  of  thofe  ftrangers* 
W^'  Ihall'  have  an*6p|xAtunity  of  fpeakihg  thore  particularly '  concerning  thefe 
inonuments,  in  the  E^cUfiafiieal  Htfiory  •/  Jidttuso,  if  Heaven  vouchfitfe  to  fa^ 
vour  our  defign* 

''*  XlfTYkt  (all  of  forty  days  proves  nothing,  as  thofe  nations  likewiie  oUerved 
U&M  of  three,  four,  five,  twenty/ eighty,  a  hundred  and  lixty  dayi,  andf  ei^  of 
{bur  years ;  nor  was  that '^  tokty  '(hp,  by  any  meant  the  moiTconimoii.  ^ 
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arrival  of  a  ftrange  people,  with  beards,  and  the  prints 
of  human  feet  imprefled  upon  fome  flones,  which  are 
foppofed  to  be  the  footfteps  of  the  apoftle  St.  Tho- 
mas (m).  We  never  could  reconcile  ourfelves  to  this 
opinion ;  but  the  examination  of  fuch  monuments  and 
remains,  would  require  a  work  of  a  very  different  kind 
from  that  which  we  have  undertaken. 

T/aloc^  otherwife  Tlalocafeuilli  Cmafter  of  paradife), 
was  the  god  of  water.  They  called  him  fertilizer  of  the 
earth,  and  proteftor  of  their  temporal  goods.  They  be- 
lieved he  rcfided  upon  the  higheft  mountains,  where  the 
douds  are  generally  formed,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Tlaloc, 
Tlafcala,  and  Toluca ;  whither  they  often  went  to  im- 
plore his  proteAion. 

The  native  hiftorians  relate,  that  the  Acolhuas  having 
arrived  in  that  country  in  the  time  of  Xolotl,  the  firft 
Chccbemecan  king,  found  at  the  top  of  the  mountain  of 
Tlaloc,  an  image  of  that  god,  made  of  a  white  and  very 
light  ftone,  in  the  (hape  of  a  man  fitting  upon  a  fquare 
ilone,  with  a  veflel  before  him,  in  which  was  fome  elaftic 
gum,  and  a  variety  of  feeds.  This  was  their  yearly  of- 
fering, by  way  of  rendering  up  their  thanks  after  having 
had  a  favourable  harveft.  That  image  was  reckoned 
the  oldeft  in  that  country ;  for  it  had  been  placed  upon 
that  hill  by  the  ancient  Toltecas,  and  remained  till  the 
end  of  the  XVth  or  beginning  of  the  XVIth  century, 
when  Nezahualpilli,  king  of  Acolhuacan,  in  order  to 
gain  the  favour  of  his  fubjefts,  carried  it  away,  and 
placed  another  in  its  (lead,  of  a  very  hard  black  (lone. 

The 


(m)  Not  only  the  marks  of  human  feet  have  heen  found  printed  or  rather  cut 
•Qt  in  ftones,  but  thofe  likewife  of  animals  have  been  found,  without  our  beinF 
able  to  form  any  coojedure  of  the  purpole  had  in  view  by  thofe  who  hare  takes 
the  trouble  to  cot  them. 
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The  new  image,  however,  being  defaced  by  lightning, 
and  the  priefts  declaring  it  to  be  a  punifhment  from  hea- 
ven, the  ancient  ftatue  was  reftorcd,  and  there  continued 
to  be  preferved  and  woHhipped,  until  the  promulgation 
of  the  Gofpel,  when  it  was  thrown  down  and  broken  by 
the  order  of  the  firft  bifliop  of  Mexico. 

The  ancients  alfo  believed  that  in  all  the  high  moun- 
tains there  relided  other  gods,  fubaltem  to  Tlaloc.  They 
all  went  under  the  fame  name,  and  were  revered,  not 
only  as  gods  of  water,  but  alfo  as  the  gods  of  mountains. 
The  image  of  tlaloc  was  painted  blue  and  green,  to  ex- 
prefs  the  different  colours  that  are  obferved  in  water. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  rod  of  gold,  of  an  undulated  and 
pointed  form,  by  which  they  intended  to  denote  the 
lightning.  He  had  a  temple  in  Mexico,  within  the  in- 
clofure  of  the  greater  temple,  and  the  Mexicans  cele- 
brated feveral  feftivals  in  honour  to  him  every  year* 

Chalchiuhcuge,  otherwife  Chalchihmtlictiey  the  god- 
defs  of  water,  and  companion  of  Tlaloc  She  was 
known  by  fome  other  very  expreflive  names  (»),  which 
■either  fignify  the  effeds  which  water  produces,  or  the 
different  appearances  and  colours  which  it  affumes  in 
motion.  The  Tlafcalans  called  her  Matlalcueje^  ihsX  is, 
clothed  in  a  green  robe ;  and  they  gave  the  fame  name 
to  the  highefl  mountain  of  Tlafcala,  on  whofe  fummit 
are  formed  thofe  ftormy  clouds  which  generally  burft 
over  the  city  of  Angelopoli.  To  that  fummit  the  Tlaf- 
calans afcended  to  perform  their  facrificcs,  and  offer  up 
their  prayers.     This  is  the  very  fame  goddcfs  of  water, 

to 

(ff)  Aj^uoHoUotl  2nd  AcuectujoU  exprefs  the  fwelUng  and  fluduation  of  water: 
Atlacamamif  ilorms  excited  on  it:  Ahuic  and  ^/oxi^,  its  motions  fometimes  to  one 
fide  and  fometlmes  to  another:  XixiqMijtilihui,  the  alternate  rifui^  and  falling  of 
.die  waves,  &c. 
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to  whom  T<H-qaemada  gives  the  name  of  Xochiquetzal^ 
and  the  Cav.  Boturini  that  of  Macuilxocbiquetzalli. 

Xiuhteadli  (mafter  of  the  year  and  of  the  grafs),  was 
among  thefe  nations  the  god  of  fire,  to  whom  they  like- 
wife  gave  the  name  of  Ixcozauhquij  which  exprcffes  the 
colour  of  fire.  This  god  was  greatly  revered  in  the  Mcx- 
ican  empire.  At  their  dinner  they  made  an  offering  to 
him  of  the  firft  morfel  of  their  food,  and  the  firft  draught 
of  their  beverage,  by  throwing  both  into  the  fire  ;  and 
bomed  incenfe  to  him  at  certain  times  of  the  day.  In 
honour  of  him  they  held  two  fixed  fefUvals  of  the  moil 
fxAcam  kind,  one  in  the  tenth,  and  another  in  the  eigh- 
tcenth  month ;  and  one  moveable  feaft  at  which  they 
created  the  ufual  magiftrates,  and  renewed  the  ceremony 
of  the  inveftiture  of  the  fiefs  of  the  kingdom.  He  had 
a  temple  in  Mexico,  and  fome  other  palaces. 

Ceoteotl,  goddcfs  of  the  earth  and  of  corn,  called  like* 
wife,  Tonacajobua  (o\  that  is,  fhe  who  fupports  us. 
She  had  five  temples  in  Mexico,  and  three  feftivals  were 
hdd  on  her  account,  in  the  third,  eighth,  and  eleventh 
months:  flie  was  particularly  revered  and  honoured  by 
the  Totonacas,  who  efleemed  her  to  be  their  chief  pro- 
teStK& ;  and  ereded  to  her,  upon  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain,  a  temple,  where  (he  was  ferved  by  a  great 
number  of  priefts  folely  devoted  to  her  worfhip,  and 
adored  by  the  whole  nation.  They  had  an  extraordi- 
nary love  for  her,  being  perfuaded  that  (he  did  not  re- 
quire human  viAims,  but  was  contented  with  the  facri- 
fice  of  doves,  quails,  leverets,  and  fuch  animals,  which 
they  oflfered  up  to  her  in  great  numbers.    They  expeftcd 

Vol.  n.  C  fliQ 

I  (•)  Thtj  gare  her  likewife  the  names  of  TmifOtoti  (original  goddcls),  XiUmm^ 

^''TTfwtnff  and  TUaUmhfaicaikvtli  changing  her  nam«  accordtog  to  the  di&r* 
iltteo  (tf  ibc  ^raio  IB  theprogrdt  of  it!  growth. 
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file  was  at  lafl  to  deliver  them  from  the  cruel  flavery  they 
were  ander  to  the  other  gods^  who  conftrained  &em  to 
fiicrifice  fo  many  human  creatures.  The  Mexicans  en- 
tertained very  different  fentiments  of  her,  (bedding  a 
great  deal  of  human  blood  at  her  fdtivals.  In  the 
above  mentioned  temple  of  the  Totonacas,  was  one  of 
the  inoft  renowned  oracles  of  the  country. 

MiaianteuAIi,  the  god  of  hell,  and  MiaiancibtMl  his 
female  companion,  were  much  honoured  by  the  Mexi- 
cans. Thdfe  deities  were  imagined  to  dwell  in  a  place 
of  great  daricncfs  in  the  bowels  <rf  the  earth.  They  had 
a  temple  in  Mexico,  in  which  they  held  a  feftival  in  the 
eighteenth  month.  Sacrifices  and  offerings  were  made 
to  them  by  night,  and  the  chief  minifter  of  their  worfliip 
was  a  prieft  called  Tlillanilenamacacj  who  was  always^ 
dyed  ^  a  black  colour,  in  order  to  perform  die  fundion^ 
€f  his  priefthood. 

JoalteuAli,  the  god  of  night,  who  feems  to  us  to  havd 
been  the  fame  with  Meztli  or  the  moon.  Some  think 
him  the  fame  with  Tonatiuhy  or  the  fun,  while  others 
imagine  him  to  have  been  quite  a  diftinft  deity.  They 
recommended  their  children  to  this  god,  to  give  them 
fleep. 

Joalticitl  (nightly  phyfician),  goddefs  of  cradles ;  to 
whom  they  likewife  recommended  their  children  to  be 
taken  care  of,  particularly  in  the  night  time. 

Huitzilopochtli,  or  Mexitli,  was  the  god  of  war  j.  the 
deity  the  mod  honoured  by  the  Mexicans,  and  their 
chief  proteAor  (/).   Of  this  god  fome  faid  he  was  a  pure 

fymt, 

(p)  Hmtnilo^btB  it  a  compoiind  of  two  wor^  tis*  HmtmiliH^  the  hmn^ 
ming  bird,  and  Of^dili,  left.  It  was  {o  called  from  his  image  haTing  the  ilea* 
thcn«£tiK  little  bard  vpoD  its  left  foot.    Boturini  koowiqg  little  of  the  Mexi- 
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ffitit^  others  thzt  he  was  born  of  a  woman,  bat  without 
tbe  affiftance  of  a  man,  and  defcribed  his  birth  in  the 
Mowing  manner.  There  lived,  faid  they,  in  Coatepec, 
a  place  near  to  the  ancient  city  of  Tula,  a  woman  called 
Ccailicue^  mother  of  the  Ceuizonkuiznabuisy  who  was 
extremely  devc^ed  to  the  worlhip  of  the  gods.  One 
day  a«  ike  was  employed,  according  to  her  ufual  cuftom^ 
in  walking  in  the  temple,  fhe  beheld  defcending  in  the 
air,  a  ball  made  of  various  feathers.  She  feized  it  and 
kept  k  in  her  bofom,  intending  afterwards  to  employ  the 
feathers  in  decoration  of  the  altar ;  but  when  fhe  wanted 
it  after  her  walk  was  at  an  end,  ihe  could  not  find  it,  at 
which  (he  was  extremely  furprifed,  and  her  wonder  was 
very  greatly  increafed  when  fhe  began  to  perceive  from 
diat  moment  that  (he  was  pregnant.  Her  pregnancy  ad- 
vanced till  it  was  difcovered  by  her  children,  who,  al- 
though they  could  not  themfelves  fufped  their  mother's 
virtue^  yet  fearing  the  difgrace  fhe  would  fuffer  upon  her 
delivery,  determined  to  prevent  it  by  putting  her  to 
death*  They  could  not  take  their  refolution  fo  fecretly 
IS  to  conceal  it  from  their  mother,  who  while  fhe  was  in 
deep  affli^on  at  the  thoughts  of  dying  by  the  hands  of 
her  own  children,  heard  an  unexpeded  voice  iflue  from 
her  womb,  faying,  *^  Be  not  afraid  mother,  for  I  fhatl 
fave  yon  with  the  greateft  honour  to  yourfelf,  and  glory 
to  me.'^  Her  hard-hearted  fons,  guided  and  encouraged 
by  their  fiflcr  Cofolxauhqui^  who  had  been  the  mofl  keenly 

bent 

can  fasgmage,  demet  die  aame  from  ffmtzhom  the  leader  of  the  Mexicans  ia 
their  pilgrimage,  and  takes  this  leader  and  the  god  to  have  been  the  iame  per* 
In.  Befides  that  Mtk  an  etymology  is  over-ftrained,  that  pretended  identity  ia 
faite  vnknown  to  the  Mextcans  themfelves,  who  when  they  began  their  pil^ 
grimage  nnder  the  coodad  of  Hnitziton,  had  long  before,  from  time  inmiemo- 
rial,  worihipped  the  god  of  war:  the  Spaaiards  being  tmable  to  proooiuice  the 
vord,  alM  him  StikiM9$^ 
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bent  upon  the  deed,  were  now  juft  upon  the  point  of 
executing  their  purpofe,  when  Huitzilopochtli  was  bom, 
with  a  fhield  in  his  left  hand,  a  fpear  in  his  right,  and  a 
creft  of  green  feathers  on  his  head;  his  left  leg  adorned 
with  feathers,  and  his  face,  arms,  and  thighs  ftreaked 
with  blue  lines.  As  foon  as  he  came  into  the  world  he 
difplayed  a  twifted  pine,  and  commanded  one  of  his  fol- 
diers  called  Tochancalquiy  to  fell  with  it  Cojolxauhqui, 
as  the  one  who  had  been  the  mod  guilty ;  and  he  himfelf 
.attacked  the  reft  with  fo  much  fury  that,  in  fpite  of  their 
efforts,  their  arms,  or  their  intreaties,  he  killed  them  all, 
plundered  their  houfes,  and  prefented  the  fpoils  to  his 
mother.  Mankind  were  fo  terrified  by  this  event,  that 
from  that  time  they  called  him  letzahtdtly  terror,  and 
Tetzauhteotlj  terrible  god. 

This  was  the  god  who,  as  they  faid,  becoming  the 
protestor  of  the  Mexicans,  conduced  them  for  fo  many 
years  in  their  pilgrimage,  and  at  length  fettled  them  where 
they  afterwards  founded  the  great  city  of  Mexico. 
There  they  raifed  to  him  that  fuperb  temple  fo  jnuch 
celebrated  even  by  the  Spaniards,  in  which  were  annually 
holden  three  folemn  feftivals  in  the  fifth,  ninth,  and  fif- 
teenth months;  befides  thofe  kept  every  four  years,  every 
thirteen  years,  and  at  the  beginning  of  every  century. 
His  ftatue  was  of  gigantic  fize,  in  the  pofture  of  a  man 
feated  on  a  blue-coloured  bench,  from  the  four  comers 
of  which  iffued  four  huge  fnakes.  His  forehead  was 
blue,  but  his  face  was  covered  with  a  golden  mafk, 
while  another  of  the  fame  kind  covered  the  back  of  his 
head.  Upon  his  head  he  carried  a  beautiful  creft,  fhaped 
like  the  beak  of  a  bird ;  upon  his  neck  a  collar  confid- 
ing of  ten  figures  of  the  human  heart ;  in  his  right  hand, 
a  large,  blue,  twided  club;  in  his  left,  a  (hicld,  on  which 

appeared 
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r 

■  wppcsixcd  five  balls  of  feathers  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a 
f  aoCs,  and  from  the  upper  part  of  the  fliield  rofe  a  golden 
I  flag  with  four  arrows,  which  the  Mexicans  pretended 
to  have  been  fcnt  to  them  from  heaven  to  perform  thofc 
glorious  a&ions  which  we  have  feen  in  their  hiftorjr. 
His  body  was  girt  with  a  large  golden  fnake,  and  adorned 
with  various  lefler  figures  of  animals  made  of  gold  and 
precious  ftones>  which  ornaments  and  infignia  had  each 
their  peculiar  meaning.  They  never  deliberated  upon 
making  war  without  imploring  the  proteftion  of  this 
god,  with  prayers  and  facrifices  ;  and  offered  up  a  greater 
number  of  human  viAims  to  him  than  to  any  other  of 
the  gods. 

TIacahuepancuexcotzin,  likewife  a  god  of  war,  the 
younger  brother  and  companion  of  Huitzilopochtli.  His 
image  was  worfbipped  along  with  his  brother's,  in  the 
chief  fanftuary of  Mexico;  but  no  where  with  greater 
dcvotioa  than  at  the  court  of  Tezcuco. 

Paioalton  (fwift  or  hurriedj,  a  god  of  war,  and  lieute- 
nant of  Huitzilopochtli.  As  they  invoked  the  latter  in 
thofc  wars  which  were  undertaken  after  fcrious  delibe- 
ration, fo  they  called  upon  Painalton  upon  fudden  occa- 
iions,  fuch  as  an  unexpeAed  attack  of  the  enemy.  Then 
the  priefts  ran  about  the  city  with  the  image  of  the  god, 
which  was  woHhipped  together  with  thofe  of  the  other 
gods  of  war,  calling  upon  him  with  loud  cries,  and  mak- 
bg  facrifices  to  him  of  quails,  and  other  animals.  All 
the  njen  of  war  were  then  obliged  to  run  to  arms. 

Jacateu^i  (the  lord  who  guides),  the  god  of  com- 
merce (r)j  for  whom  the  merchants  celebrated  two  great 
annual   fcftivals  in  his  temple  at  Mexico  j  one  in  the 

nintb^ 

(r)  Jacateadii  was  aUb  called  XiaeaieuaU  and  JacacoUnhjm, 
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ninth,  and  another  m  the  feventecnth  month,  withmanf 
iacrifices  of  human  vi^ms,  and  fuperb  repafts. 

Mixcoatl,  the  goddefs  of  hunting,  and  the  principal 
deity  of  the  Otomies,  who,  living  among  the  mountains, 
were  for  the  mod  part  hunters.  The  Matlatzincas  like- 
wife  worfhipped  her  with  peculiar  reverence.  She  had 
two  temples  in  Mexico,  and  in  one  of  them  called  Teta^ 
lalpan^  was  held  a  great  feftival  with  numerous  facrifices 
of  the  wild  animals,  in  the  fourteenth  month. 

Opochtli,  the  god  of  fiihing.  He  was  believed  to  be 
the  inventor  of  nets  and  other  inftruments  of  fifhing, 
whence  he  was  particularly  revered  by  fifhermen,  as  their 
proteAor.  In  Cuitlahuac»  a  city  upon  a  little  ifland  in 
the  lake  of  Chalco,  there  was  a  god  of  fifliing  highly 
honoured,  named  Ammitlj  who  probably  differed  from 
Opochtli  no  otherwife  than  in  name. 

Huixtocihuatl,  the  goddefs  of  fait,  was  worfhipped  by 
the  Mexicans  upon  account  of  the  fait  works  which  they 
had  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  capital.  A  feafl  was 
celebrated  to  her  in  the  feventh  month* 

Tzapotlatenan,  the  goddefs  of  phyfic.  She  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  the  inventrefs  of  the  oil  called  Oxitl^ 
and  other  moft  ufeful  drugs.  She  was  yearly  honoured 
with  the  facrifice  of  human  vi^ims,  and  with  particular 
hymns  compofed  in  her  praife. 

Texcatzoncatl,  the  god  of  wine ;  known  likewife  by 
other  names  (x),  from  the  cffcfts  produced  by  wine.  Hi 
\xdA  a  temple  in  Mexico^  in  which  four  hundred  priefts 
were  confecrated  to  his  worlhip,  and  where  for  him, 
and  the  other  gods  his  companions,  a  yearly  fcaft  was 
held  in  the  thirteenth  month. 

Ixtlilton 

(/)  Such  as  Tifu^Amecamami  the  finiq^,  iod  T^tUBrnkiii  the  dfowner* 
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Iitfiltoa  (ibe  black-faced)  feems  to  have  been  a  god 
of  pbyiic  ;  for  they  ufed  to  bring  fick  children  to  his 
temple^  to  be  cured.  Their  fathers  brought  them,  and 
didating  to  them  the  prayers  with  which  they  were  to 
afk  for  health,  made  them  dance  before  the  image ;  and 
then  gave  them  a  water  to  drink  which  had  been  blefled 
by  the  piiefb  confecrated  to  the  god. 

Coztlicnc^  or  Coailantona J  was  thegoddefs  of  flowers. 
She  had  a  temple  in  Mexico  called  Jopico^  where  a  fefti- 
Tal  was  celebrated  to  her  by  the  Xocbimanqui^  or  com- 
pofers  of  nofegays  of  flowers,  in  the  third  month  which 
£dls  in  fpring.  They  prefented  her  among  other  things 
with  beautiful  braids  of  flowers.  We  do  not  know  whe- 
ther this  goddefi  was  the  fame  with  the  mother  of  Huit- 
zilopochtli. 

Tlazolteotl  was  the  god  whom  the  Mexicans  invoked 
to  obtain  pardon  of  their  fins,  and  to  be  freed  from  the 
di^race  to  which  the  guilty  are  expofed.  The  principal 
devotees  of  this  falfe  deity  were  luflful  men^  who  courted 
\m  protedion  with  facrifices  and  with  offerings  (t). 

Xipc  is  the  name  given  by  hiftorians  to  the  god  of  the 
goklfiniths,  (u)  who  was  greatly  revered  among  the 
Mexicans.  They  were  perfuaded  that  all  thofe  who  ne- 
gleded  his  worfhip,  would  be  puniflied  with  difeafes, 
particularly  with  the  itch,  boils,  and  fevere  pains  in  the 
eyes  and  the  head.  They  took  care,  therefore,  to  diftin- 
gaiStk  themfelves  by  the  cruelty  of  their  facrifices,  which 

were 

(I)  Bccnnm  afferts,  that  Tlaxolteotl  was  tlie  immodeftand  Hebeian  goddeft; 
mA  M^cmltmii^mtmMB^  the  Venus  Prmnba.  But  the  Mexicans  nerer  attributed 
U  tUr  goda  thole  flwiielul  irrcguhrities,  which  the  Greeks  and  Romans  im* 
putad  to  fihdn. 

(•)  Xipt  has  DO  meaaiog;  to  that  I  imagine  the  Spaniih  writers  not  know* 
lag  the  Mexican  name  of  this  god,  applied  to  htm  the  twofirftfyOabktof  the 
«m  of  life  fta  jr^i^MfiMT. 
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were  made  at  a  feftival  ufuallj  celebrated  in  the  fecond 
month. 

NappatcuAli  (four  times  lord)  was  the  god  of  the 
mat-weavers.  He  was  faid  to  be  a  benign  god,  cafy  to 
pardon  injuries,  and  generous  towards  all.  He  had  two 
temples  in  Mexico,  where  a  feftival  was  held  in  the  thir- 
teenth month. 

Omacatl  was  the  god  of  mirth.  Upon  occafion  of  any 
public  rejoicing,  or  any  great  feafl:  of  the  Mexican  lords, 
they  imagined  they  would  certainly  meet  with  fome  dif- 
after  if  they  neglefted  to  bring  the  image  of  this  god 
from  the  temple  and  fet  it  up  at  the  feaft. 

Tonantzin  (our  mother)  I  take  to  be  the  fame  with 
the  goddcfs  Ccnteotl,  whom  we  have  mentioned  before. 
She  had  a  temple  upon  a  mountain,  about  three  miles 
fix>m  Mexico  towards  the  north,  whither  the  nations 
came  in  crowds  to  worfliip  her,  with  a  wonderfiil  number 
of  facrifices.  At  the  foot  of  that  hill  is  now  the  mod 
famous  fanftuary  in  the  new  world,  dedicated  to  the  true 
God ;  where  people  from  the  moft  remote  countries  af- 
femble  to  worfliip  the  celebrated  and  truly  miraculous 
image  of  the  moft  Holy  Lady  of  Guadaloupe  ;  thus  con- 
verting a  place  of  abomination  into  a  mei  cy-feat,  where 
religion  has  diftributed  its  favours,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
nations,  in  the  place  that  has  been  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  fo  many  of  their  anceftors. 

Teteoinan  was  the  mother  of  the  gods,  which  the  word 
itfclf  fignifies.  As  the  Mexicans  called  thcmfelves  the 
children  of  the  gods,  they  gave  to  this  goddefs  the  name 
likewjfe  of  Tocitziny  that  is,  our  grand-mother.  1  have 
already  fpoken  of  the  origin  and  deification  of  this  pre- 
tended mother  of  the  gods  in  the  fecond  book,  where  1 
gave  an  account  of  the  tragical  death  of  the  princefs  of 

Colfatiacan. 
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Colhoacan.  This  goddefs  had  a  temple  m  Mexico, 
where  a  moft  folemn  feaft  was  held  in  the  eleventh 
moQtfa.  She  was  particularly  adored  by  the  Tlafcafans ; 
and  midwivcs  worfhipped  her  as  their  proteftrefs.  Al- 
mofl  ail  the  Spanifh  writers  confound  her  with  Tonantzin, 
but  they  arc  certainly  diflferent. 

Ilamateu^Ui,  for  whom  the  Mexicans  had  a  feaft  upon 
the  third  day  of  the  feventeenth  month,  feems  to  have 
'been  the  goddefs  of  age.  Her  name  means  nothing  more 
than  Old  Lady. 

Tcpitoton  (little  ones),  was  the  name  given  by  the 
Mexicans  to  dieir  penates,  or  houfchold  gods,  and  the 
images  that  reprefented  them.  Of  thefe  little  images, 
the  kings  and  great  lords  bad  always  fix  in  their  houfes, 
the  nobles  four,  and  the  lower  people  two.  They  were 
to  be  feen  every  where  in  the  public  ftreets. 

Befides  thefe  gods  which  were  the  moft  confiderable, 
and  fome  others  which  we  omit,  that  we  may  not  tire 
the  reader,  there  were  two  hundred  and  fixty,  to  which 
as  many  days  were  confecrated.  Thofe  days  take  their 
names  from  them,  and  are  thofe  we  find  in  the  firft  thir* 
teen  months  of  their  calendar.    * 

The  Mexican  gods  were  generally  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  other  nations  of  Anahuac ;  differing  only 
in  their  greater  or  lefs  celebrity,  in  fome  of  their  rites, 
and  fometimes  in  their  names.  The  god  the  moft  cele- 
brated in  Mexico  was  Huitzilapochtii ;  in  Cholula  and. 
Huexotzinco,  ^uetzalcoatl ;  among  the  Totonacas,  C^n- 
teotl;  and  among  the  Otomies,  Mixcoail.  The  Tlafca- 
lans,  although  the  conftant  enemies  of  the  Mexicans, 
adored  the  fame  gods ;  and  even  their  moft  favourqid 
deity  was  the  very  Huitzilopochtli  of  the  Mexicans,  but 
under  the  name  of  Camaxtle.  The  people  of  Tezcuco, 
Vol.  II.  D  as 
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as  allies,  friends^  and  neighbours,  conformed  almoft  en« 
tircly  with  the  Mexicans. 

TTic  number  of  the  images  by  which  thofe  falfc  gods 
were  reprefented,  and  worihipped  in  the  temples,  the 
houfes,  the  ftreets,  and  the  woods,  were  iniinite.  Za- 
matraga,  firfl  biihop  of  Mexico,  affirms,  that  the  Fran- 
cifcans  had,  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years,  broken  more 
than  twenty  thoufand  idols ;  but  that  number  is  trifling 
compared  to  thofe  of  the  capital  only.  They  were  gc* 
nerally  made  of  clay,  and  certain  kinds  of  flone  and 
wood ;  but  fometimes  too  of  gold  and  other  metals ;  and 
there  were  fome  of  gems.  In  a  high  mountain  of 
Achiauhtla,  in  Mizteca,  Benedifl  Fernandez,  a  cele- 
brated Dominican  miffionary,  found  a  little  idol  called' 
by  the  Mtztecas  the  heart  of  the  people.  It  was  a  very 
precious  emerald^  four  inches  long  and  two  inches  broad, 
upon  which  wasengvaved  the  figure  of  a  bird,  and  round 
it  that  of  a  little  fnake..  The  Spaniards  offisred  fifteen 
hundred  fequins  for  it  \,  but  the  zealous  miffionary  be- 
fore all  the  people,  and  with  great  folemnity  reduced  it 
to  powder.  The  moft  extraordinary  idol  of  the  Mexi- 
cans was  that  of  Huitzilopochtli,  which  was  made  of 
certain  feeds  pafted  together  with  human  blood.  Af- 
mcrfl  all  their  idols  were  coarfe  and  hideous  from  the 
fantaftical  parts  of  which  they  were  compofed  in  order 
to  reprcfent  their  attributes  and  employments. 

The  divmity  of  thofe  falfe  gods  was  acknowledged 
by  prayers,  kneeling  and  prpftrations,  with  vows,  fefts^ 
and  other  aufterities,  with  facrifices  and  offerings,  and 
various  rites,  fome  common  to  other  nations,  and  others 
peculiar  to  the  Mexican  religion  alone.  They  prayed 
generally  upoij  their  knees,  with  their  faces  turned  to- 
wards the  eaKti  and  therefore  made  their  fanftuaries  with 

the 
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^  door  to  the  weft.  They  made  vows  for  their  chil- 
dren as  well  as  for  themfclves,  and  frequently  dedicated 
them  to  the  fcrvice  of  their  gods  in  fomc  temple  or  mo- 
naftery.  Thofe  who  happened  to  be  in  danger  from 
ftumbling  or  flipping,  upon  a  journey,  made  vows  to  vi- 
fit  the  temple  of  the  god  Oroacatl,  and  to  offer  up  in- 
cenfe  and  paper.  They  made  frequent  ufe  of  the  name 
of  God  to  confirm  the  truth ;  and  their  oaths  were  in 
this  form  ;  Cuix  a  mo  necbitia  in  Totfotzin  ?  Does  not  our 
god  fee  me  now  ?  Then  naming  the  principal  god,  or  any 
other  they  particularly  reverenced,  they  killed  their 
hand,  after  having  touched  the  earth  with  it.  Great 
faith  was  put  in  oaths  of  this  kind  by  way  of  purgation 
when  any  one  was  accufed  of  a  crime  ;  for  they  thought 
no  man  could  be  fo  rafh  as  to  venture  to  abufc  the  name 
of  God,  at  the  evident  riik  of  bcing^  moft  fevcrcly  pu- 
aiflied  by  heaven. 

Metamorphofes,  or  transformations,  were  not  want- 
ing to  the  mythology  of  the  Mexicans.  Among  others 
they  related  one  of  a  man  named  Jappan^  who  having 
undertaken  to  do  penance  upon  a  mountain,  yielded  to 
the  temptations  of  a  woman,  and  fell  into  the  fin  of  adul- 
tery. He  was  inuncdiately  beheaded  by  *^aotl^  to  whom 
the  gods  had  given  the  charge  of  watchingover  his  con- 
daft,  and  by  the  gods  themfelves  was  transformed  into 
a  black  fcorpion.  Jaotl,  not  fatisfied  with  that  puniih^ 
ment,  executed  it  likewife  upon  Tlahuitzin^  the  wife  of 
Jappan,  who  was  transformed  into  ^  white  icoipicm, 
while  Jaotl  himfelf,  for  haying  excenedi^  the  bounds  of 
his  commiifion,  was  turned  into  a  locuft.  They  faid  it 
was  from  the  (hame  of  that  crime  that  fcorpions  fliun  the 
lighty  and  hide  themfelves  under  ftones. 

The  Mexicans,  and  other  nations  of  Anahnac,  like  all 
civilized  nations,  had  temples  or  places  allotted  for  the 

purpofes 
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porpofes  of  religion,  where  the  people  affembled  to  wor- 
(hip  their  gods,  and  implore  their  protection.  They 
called  the  temple  TeocaUi^  that  is,  the  houfe  of  god,  and 
Teoparij  the  place  of  God ;  which  names  they  applied 
with  greater  propriety  to  the  temples  erefted  in  honour 
of  the  true  God,  after  they  embraced  Chriftianity. 

The  city  and  kingdom  of  Mexico  began  with  the  build- 
ing of  the  fanAuary  of  Huitzilopochtli  or  Mexitli^ 
whence  it  has  derived  its  name.  That  edifice  was  then 
a  miferable  hut.  Itzcoatl,  the  firfl  king  and  conqueror 
of  that  nation,  after  the  taking  of  Azcapozalco,  enlarged 
it.  Montezuma  I.  his  fucccffor,  built  a  new  temple, 
which  had  fome  (hew  of  magnificence ;  and,  at  length 
Ahuitzotl  raifed  and  dedicated  that  immenfe  temple 
which  his  predeceffoi^  Tizoc  had  planned.  This  was  the 
temple  which  the  Spaniards  celebrated  fo  highly  after 
they  had  deftroycd  it.  It  were  to  be  wiflied  that  their 
accuracy  in  defcribing  its  dimenfions  had  been  but  equal 
to  their  zeal  in  deflroying  that  fuperb  monument  of  fu- 
perftition :  but  fuch  is  the  variety  of  their  accounts,  that, 
after  having  laboured  to  reconcile  them,  I  have  found  it 
impofiible  to  afcertain  its  proportions ;  nor  (hould  1  ever 
have  been  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the  architeAure  of 
that  temple  without  the  figure  prefcnted  to  us  by  the 
Anonymous  Conqueror ;  a  copy  of  which  I  have  here 
fubjoined,  although  I  have  paid  lefs  regard  in  it  to  his 
delineation  than  his  defcription.  I  fhall  mention  there- 
fore all  that  I  think  may  be  depended  upon,  after  a  very 
tedious  comparifon  of  the  defcriptions  given  by  four  eye- 
witnefles,  and  negleft  what  I  have  been  unable  to  extri- 
<^ate  from  the  confufion  of  diflferent  authors  (x). 

This 

(«)  Tke  four  eye-witjiefles  whofe  defcriptiont  we  have  conneded  together 
are  the  amqueror  Cortes,  Bemal  Diaz,  the  Anonymous  Conqueror,  and  Saha- 

gun. 
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This  great  temple  occupied  the  centre  of  the  city,  and, 
together  with  the  other  temples  and  buildings  annexed 
to  it,  comprehended  all  that  fpace  upon  ^vhich  the  great 
cathedral  church  now  ftands,  part  of  the  greater  market- 
place,  and  part  likewife  of  the  ftreets  and  buildings 
around.  Within  the  inclofure  of  the  wall  which  encom- 
pafled  it  in  a  fquare  form,  the  conqueror  Cortes  aflirros 
that  a  town  of  five  hundred  houfes  might  have  flood  (^y). 
The  wall,  built  of  ftone  and  lime,  was  very  thick,  eight 

feet 

son*  The  three  firft  lived  for  fereral  months  in  the  palace  of  king  Axajacatl, 
near  the  temple,  and  therefore  iaw  it  every  day.  Sahagun,  although  he  nerer 
&w  it  entire,  yet  law  fome  part  of  it,  and  could  difcover  what  ground  it  had 
occupied.  Gomara,  who  did  not  himfelf  fee  the  temple,  nor  ever  was  in  Meii- 
CO,  received  the  different  accounts  of  it  from  the  conquerors  chemfelves  who 
iaw  it.  Acofta,  whofe  defcription  has  been  copied  by  Herrera  and  Soils,  inftead 
of  the  great  temple  defcribes  one  perfe^ly  diflerent.  This  author,  although  io 
other  reipe^  deferving  of  credit,  was  not  in  Mexico  till  fixty  years  after  the 
conqoeft,  when  there  were  no  remains  of  the  temple. 

In  a  Dutch  edition  of  Sdis,  was  given  an  incorreft  print  of  the  great  tem- 
fitt  whidi  was  afterwards  given  by  the  authors  of  the  General  Hifiory  of  yoymgee^ 
and  is  iUll  to  be  met  tvith  in  an  edition  of  the  conqueror  Cortes*s  Letters,  pub- 
fiiied  at  Mexico  in  1770 :  but  the  careleffnefs  of  the  editors  of  that  edition  will 
appear  from  comparing  the  print  in  it  with  Cortes's  own  defcription.  He  iaya, 
in  his  Mk  letter,  though  fomewhat  hypcrbolically,  that  the  great  temple  of 
Mexico  was  higher  than  the  tower  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Seville,  while  in 
the  print  mentioned  it  fcarcely  appears  to  be  feven  or  eight  perches  or  toilet. 
Cortes  declares  that  five  hundred  Mexican  nobles  fortified  themfelves  in  the 
upper  area,  whereas  that  fpace  as  reprefented  in  the  print  could  not  contain 
more  than  feventy  or  eighty  men.  Laftly,  omitting  many  other  contradidiona, 
Cortes  6ys,  that  the  temple  confined  of  three  or  four  bodies,  and  that  each  body 
had,  as  he  defcribes  it,  its  corridnres  or  balconies ;  yet  in  the  print  it  is  re]»^ 
icnted  as  canfilHttg  of  one  body  only,  without  any  of  thofe  corridores  at  alL 

(y)  The  Anonymous  Conqueror  fays,  that  what  was  within  the  wall  wia 
&  a  city.  Gomara  affirms,  that  the  wall  was  a  very  long  bowfHot  in  length' 
upon  every  fide.  Torquemada,  although  agreeing  with  Gomara  in  book  viiL 
chsp.  %» £iys  afterwards  in  ch.  xis.  that  the  circumference  of  the  wall  was  above 
three  thou&nd  paces,  which  is  plainly  a  miftake.  Dr.  Hernandez,  in  his  pro- 
lii  defiaiption  of  the  temple,  preierved  in  manufcript  in  the  library  of  the 
ISemvaXf  and  which  Father  Nieremberg  has  made  uTe  of  in  his  Natural  Hifiory, 
allows  to  the  waD,  of  every  fide,  two  hundred  Toledan  cubits,  which  it  about 
c%hty-fiz  percheSi 
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feet  high,  crowned  with  battlements^  in  the  form  of 
niches,  and  ornamented  with  many  ftone  figures  in  the 
ihape  of  ferpents,  whence  it  obtained  the  name  of  Coate* 
paniliy  or  the  wall  of  ferpents.  It  had  four  gates  to  the 
four  cardinal  points :  the  eaftem  gate  looked  to  a  broad 
ftreet  which  led  to  the  lake  of  Tezcuco :  the  reft  corrc- 
fponded  to  the  three  principal  ftreets  of  the  city,  the 
broadeft  and  the  ftraighteft,  which  formed  a  continuation 
with  thofe  built  upon  the  lake  that  led  to  Iztapalapan^ 
to  Tacuba,  and  to  Tepcjacac.  Over  each  of  the  four 
gates  was  an  arfenal  filled  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  oficn- 
five  and  defcnfive  weapons,  where  the  troops  went  whoi 
it  was  necciTary,  to  be  fupplied  with  arms-  The  fpacc 
within  the  walls  was  curioufly  paved  with  fuch  faiooth 
and  polifhed  ftones  that  the  horfes  of  the  Spaniards  could 
not  move  upon  them  without  flipping  and  tumblrng  down. 
In  the  middle  was  raifed  an  immenfc  folid  building  of 
greater  length  than  breadth  (z^,  covered  wjih  fquare 
equal  pieces  of  pavement.  The  building  confiftcd  of  five 
bodies  nearly  equal  in  height,  but  differing  in  length  and 
breadth ;  the  higheft  being  narrowcll:.  The  firft  body, 
or  bafis  of  the  building,  was  more  than  fifty  perches  long 
from  eaft  to  weft,  and  about  forty-three  in  breadth j  from 
north  to  fouth  (a).  The  fecond  body  was  about  a  perch 
lefs  in  length  and  breadth  than  the  firft ;  the  third  as 

much 

(s)  Sahagun  makea  the  temple  pcrfedlj  fquare,  Imt  the  Anonymout  Con- 
^eror,  both  in  the  defcription  and  in  the  figure  which  he  has  left  us,  reprefents 
it  to  have  been  of  greater  length  than  breadth,  like  thofe  of  Teotihuacan  whidi 
fenred  as  models  for  all  the  reft. 

(a)  Sahagun  gives  to  the  firft  body  upon  every  fide  three  hundred  and  fixty 
Toledan  feet,  and  that  is  the  meafonc  of  its  length.  Gomara  gives  it  fifty  h-axM, 
which  is  the  meafure  of  its  breadth.  Three  hundred  and  fixty  Toledan  feet 
make  three  hundred  and  eight  Parifian,  or  a  little  more  than  fifty  perchen. 
Fifty  hraxas,  or  ^hdos  make  two  hundred  and  fifty-feven  Parifian  feet,  or  about 
forty-two  perches. 
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BUDch  Icfs  than  the  fecond ;  and  the  refl  in  proportion, 
6}  that  upon  each  body  there  remained  a  free  fpace  or 
plain  -which  would  allow  three,  or  even  four  men  abreaft 
to  walk  round  the  next  body. 

The  (lairs,  which  were  upon  the  fouth-fidc,  were 
made  of  large  well  formed  ftones,  and  confiflcd  of  a 
hundred  and  fourteen  fteps,  each  a  foot  high.  They 
were  not,  however,  one  fingle  ftair-cafe  continued  all 
the  way,  as  they  have  been  reprefented  by  the  authors 
of  the  General  Hiftory  of  Travels,  and  the  Publifliers 
of  Cortes's  Letters,  in  Mexico ;  but  were  divided  into 
as  many  fcparate  ilair-cafes  as  there  were  bodies  of  the 
building  in  the  manner  (hewn  in  our  plate ;  fo  that  after 
getting  to  the  top  of  the  firfl  ftair-cafe,  one  could  not 
mount  the  fecond,  without  going  along  the  firfl  plain 
round  the  fecond ;  nor  the  third,  without  going  along 
the  fecond  plain,  and  fo  of  the  reft.  This  will  be  bet« 
ter  underflood  by  confulting  the  plate,  which  is  copied 
from  that  of  the  Anonymous  Conqueror  (i),  but  cor- 
reded  as  to  the  dimenfions,  from  that  author's  own  de- 
fcription,  and  other  hiflorians. 

Upon  the  fifth  body  was  a  plain,  which  we  fhall  call 
the  upper  area,  which  was  about  forty-three  perches 
long  (r),  and  thirty-four  broad,  and  was  as  well  paved 
as  the  great  area  below.     At  the  eaflem  extremity  of 

this 

(i)  A  copf  of  the  drawing  d  the  temple  made  By  the  Anonymous  Conqpie- 
rar,  it  to  be  found  in  the  coDedion  of  Jo.  Ramniio;  and  another  in  Father 
Kircher't  work,  entitled,  Otdipus  JEgyptiacus, 

(c)  Sahagnn,  whofe  meafures  hare  been  adopted  by  Torquemada,  allows  no 
note  than  fereoty  Toledan  feet  (qiiare,  which  is  about  ten  perches,  to  the  np* 
per  area;  bat  it  is  impoffible  that  fire  hundred  Mexican  nobles,  as  Cartes  af- 
Icrts,  eouM  have  ftood  to  fight  againil  the  Spaniards,  in  fuch  a  narrow  (pace  s 
e^edally  if  we  believe  Bernard  Diaz,  who  fays,  that  four  thoufand  Mexicans 
Soctilied  themfehesin  that  temple,  and  that  numbers  had  got  up  before  the  no- 
Ucs  aiceDdfed* 
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this  plain  were  raifcd  two  towers  to  the  height  of  fifty- 
'6k  feet,  or  nearly  nine  perches.  Each  was  divided  into 
three  bodies,  of  which  the  lower  was  of  ftone  and  lime, 
and  the  other  two  of  wood  very  well  wrought  and 
painted.  The  inferior  body  or  bafis  of  each  were  pro- 
perly the  fanftuaries,  where,  upon  an  altar  of  ftone,  five 
feet  high,  were  placed  their  tutelary  idols.  One  of  thefe 
two  fanAuaries  was  confecratcd  to  Huitzilopochtli,  and 
the  gods  of  war ;  and  the  other  to  Tezcatlipoca.  The 
other  bodies  were  deftined  to  the  keeping  of  fomc 
things  belonging  to  the  worfhip,  and  the  afhcs  of  fomc 
kings  and  lords  who,  through  particular  devotbn,  de- 
fired  that  to  be  done.  The  doors  of  both  fanftuarics 
were  towards  the  weft,  and  both  the  towers  terminated 
in  a  very  beautiful  wooden  cupola.  There  is  no  author 
who  has  defcribed  the  internal  difpofition  and  ornaments 
of  the  fanftuaries ;  nor  indeed  the  fize  of  the  towers ; 
fo  that  what  is  reprefented  in  our  plate  is  only  deline- 
ated from  conjefture.  I  believe,  however,  we  may 
venture  to  fay  without  danger  of  miftake,  Aat  the 
height  of  the  building  without  the  towers,  was  not  lefs 
than  nineteen  perches,  and  with  the  towers  exceeded 
twenty-eight.  From  that  height  one  might  fee  the  lake, 
the  cities  around,  and  a  great  part  of  the  valley ;  and 
it  has  been  a£Brmed  by  eye-witnefTes  to  be  the  fineft 
profpeft  in  the  world. 

In  the  upper  area  was  the  altar  for  the  common  fa- 
crificcs,  and  in  the  lower  that  for  the  gladiatorial.  Be- 
fore the  two  fanftuaries  were  two  ftone  ftoves  of  the 
height  of  a  man,  and  of  the  (hape  of  our  holy  pyx,  in 
which  they  preferved  a  conftant  fire,  night  and  day, 
with  the  utmoft  care  ;  fearing  that  if  ever  it  went  out, 
they  fliould  fuffer  the  moft  dreadful  puniihment  from 

heaven. 
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bcaven.  In  the  other  temples  and  religious  buildings 
comprifed  within  the  inclofure  of  the  great  wall,  there 
were  fix  hundred  ftoves,  of  the  fame  fize  and  figure, 
vhich  in  the  night  time,  when  they  ufcd  all  to  be  bum- 
mg,  prcfented  a  very  pleaiing  fight. 

In  the  fpace  betwixt  the  wall  and  the  great  temple, 
diere  were,  befides  a  place  for  their  religious  dances, 
upwards  of  forty  leflTer  temples,  confecrated  to  the  other 
gods,  fcveral  colleges  of  priefts,  feme  feminaries  for 
youth  and  children  of  bothfexes,  and  many  other  builds 
ings  Icattered  about,  of  which,  for  their  fingularity^  it 
will  be  necefilary  to  give  fome  account. 

The  moft  remarkable  were  the  temples  of  Tezcatli- 
poca^  TIaloc,  and  Quetzalcoatl.  They  all  refembled 
<Hie  another  in  form,  but  were  of  different  fizes,  and  all 
fronted  the  great  temple;  while  the  other  temples 
without  this  area  were  built  with  the  front  towards  the 
we(L  The  temple  of  Quetzalcoatl  alone  differed  from 
the  reft  in  form ;  it  being  round,  the  others  all  quad- 
rangular. The  door  of  this  jfanAuary  was  the  mouth  of 
an  enormous  ferpent  of  ftone,  armed  with  fangs.  Some 
Spaniards  tempted  by  curiofity  to  go  into  that  diabolical 
temple,  afterwards  confeffed  the  horror  which  they  felt 
npoD  entering  it.  Among  other  temples  there  was  one 
called  Bbmcatitlan^  dedicated  to  the  planet  Venus,  in 
which  was  a  great  pillar  with  the  figure  of  that  ftar 
painted  or  engraved  upon  it ;  near  which,  at  the  time 
of  her  appearance,  they  facrificed  prifoners. 

The  colleges  of  priefts,  and  the  feminaries  were  vari- 
OQs }  but  we  particularly  know  only  of  five  colleges  or 
monafteries  of  priefts,  and  three  feminaries  of  youth, 
although  there  muft  certainly  have  been  more,  from 

Vol.  II*  E  the 
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the  prodigious  number  of  perfons  that  were  found  there 
confecrated  to  the  woHhip  of  the  gods* 

Among  the  remarkable  buildings  within  thi$  area, 
befides  the  four  arfenals  over  the  four  gates,  there  was 
another  near  the  temple  TezcacalU  (hoofe  of  mirrors), 
fo  called  from  its  walls  being  covered  with  mirrors  oq 
the  inflde.  There  was  another  fmall  temple  called  Tec^ 
cizcalUy  all  adorned  with  fhells  which  had  a  houfe  an* 
nexed  to  it,  into  which,  at  certain  times,  the  king  of 
Mexico  retired  for  the  purpofcs  of  faftmg  and  prayer. 
The  high-pried  had  likewife  a  houfe  of  rethremoit  catt- 
ed Pojauhtlan^  and  there  were  feveral  others  for  other 
perfons.  There  was  aHb  a  great  houfe  of  entertainment 
to  accommodate  flrangers  of  diflin^ion  who  came  upon 
a  devout  vilit  to  the  temple,  or  from  curiofity  to  fee  the 
grandeurs  of  the  court.  There  were  ponds  in  which 
the  priefts  bathed  y  and  fountains,  the  water  of  whkb 
they  drank*  In  the  pond  called  Tezcapariy  many  bathed 
in  obedience  to  a  particular  vow  made  to  the  gods* 
The  water  of  one  of  the  fountains  called  ToxpaUal  was 
efteemed  holy :  it  was  drank  only  at  the  mod  folema 
feafts,  and  no  perfon  was  allowed  to  tafte  it  at  any  other 
time  (^.  There  were  places  albtted  to  the  bringing 
up  of  birds  for  the  facrifices,  gardens  in  which  flowers 
and  odoriferous  herbs  were  raifed  for  the  decoration  of 
the  altars ;  and  even  a  little  wood  in  which  were  artifi-" 
cially  reprefented  hills,  rocks,  and  precipices,  and  from 
which  they  ifiued  to  that  general  chace  which  we  (hall 
defcribe  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

Particular 

{d)  The  fountain  Toxpahtl^  tlie  water  of  which  was  excellent,  was  flopped 
op,  at  the  time  when  the  Spaniards  dcflroyed  the  temple ;  it  was  opened  again 
in  XjSa,  in  the  little  fquare  of  the  Marquis  (which  at  prefent  is  called  €{  Em^ 
dradilU)f  near  to  the  cathedral ;  but  for  fome  rea(bn  or  other,  of  whidi  we  are 
ignorant,  it  was  a  fecond  time  flopped  up. 
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Farricalar  ^artments  were  deftined  for  the  keeping 
i^thc  idols,  the  ornaments,  and  all  the  furniture  of  their 
temples;  and  among  them  were  three  halls  fo  large, 
diat  the  Spaniards  were  aftoniflied  upon  feeing  thenu 
Among  the  buildings  mofl:  flriking  from  their  fingulari- 
ty,  was  a  great  prifon  like  a  cage,  in  which  they  kept 
the  idols  of  the  conquered  nations  as  if  imprifoned.  In 
ibme  other  buildings  of  this  kind  they  preferred  the 
heads  of  thofe  who  had  been  facri£ced,  fome  of  which 
were  nothing  but  heaps  of  bones  piled  upon  one  ano- 
ther. In  others  the  heads  were  arranged  in  regular 
order  upon  poles^  or  fixed  againfl  the  walls,  forming, 
by  the  variety  of  their  difpofition,  a  fpeftacle  not  lefs  cu- 
rious than  horrid.  The  greatefl  of  thefe  buildings  call- 
ed HuU'zompan^  although  not  within  the  great  wall,  was 
but  a  little  way  from  it,  over  againfl:  the  principal  gate. 
This  was  a  prodigious  rampart  of  earth,  longer  than  it 
was  broad,  in  the  form  of  a  half  pyramid.  In  the  low- 
eft  part  it  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  long. 
The  afeent  to  the  plain  upon  the  top  of  it  was  by  a  ftair- 
cafe  of  thirty  fteps.  Upon  that  plain  were  ereAed  about 
four  feet  afunder,  more  than  feventy  very  long  beams, 
bored  from  top  to  bottom.  By  thefe  holes,  flicks  were 
pafled  acrofs  from  one  beam  to  another,  and  upon  each 
of  them  a  certain  number  of  heads  were  ftrung  by  the 
temples. '  Upon  the  fteps  alfo  of  the  flair-cafe  there 
was  a  head  betwixt  every  ftone  ;  and  at  each  end  of  the 
&me  edifice  was  a  tower  which  appeared  to  have  been 
made  only  of  ikuUs  and  lime.  As  foon  as  a  head  began 
to  cmmble  with  age,  the  priefts  fupplied  its  place  with 
a  frefh  one  from  the  bone-heaps  in  order  to  preferve 
die  due  number  and  arrangement.  The  fkulls  of  ordi- 
nary vidims  wore  ftrippcd  of  the  fcalp ;  but  thofe  of  men 

of 
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of  rank,  and  great  warriors,  they  endeavoured  to  pre* 
ferve  with  the  ikin  and  beard  and  hair  entire,  which  fcrv- 
ed  only  to  render  more  frightfiil  thofe  trophies  of  their 
barbarous  fuperftition.  The  number  of  heads  preferved^ 
in  this  and.fuch  other  buildings  is  fo  great,  that  fome  of 
the  Spaniih  conquerors  took  the  trouble  of  reckoning  up 
thofe  upon  the  (teps  of  this  building,  and  upon  the  files 
betwixt  the  beams,  and  found  them  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-fix  thoufand  {e).  They  who  wiih  for  a 
more  minute  detail'of  the  buildings  within  the  wall  of 
the  great  temple,  may  read  the  relation  of  Sahagun  in 
Torquemada,  and  the  defcription  of  the  feventy-eight 
edifices  there  by  Dr.  Hernandez,  in  the  Natural  Hiftory 
of  Nieremberg. 

Befides  thefe  temples  there  were  others  fcattered  m 
different  quarters  of  the  city.  Some  authors  make  the 
number  of  temples  in  that  capital  (comprehending,  as 
may  be  imagined,  even  the  fmalleft)  amount  to  two 
thoufand ;  and  that  of  the  towers  to  three  hundred  and 
fixty,  but  we  do  not  know  that  any  one  ever  aAually 
counted  them.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that 
they  were  very  numerous,  and  among  them  feven  or 
eight  diftinguifliablc  for  their  fize ;  but  that  of  Tlate- 
lolco,  confecrated  likewifc  to  Huitzilopochtli,  rofe  above 
them  all. 

Out  of  the  capital,  the  moft  celebrated  were  thofe  of 
Tezcuco,  Cholula,  and  Teotihuacan.  Bemal  Diaz, 
who  had  the  curiofity  to  number  the  fteps  of  their  flairs, 
fays,  that  the  temple  of  Tezcuco  had  one  hundred  and 
icventeen,  and  that  of  Cholula  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
We  do  not  know  whether  that  famous  temple  of  Tezcuco 

was 

(t)  Andrea  de  Tapia,  an  officer  belonging  to  Cortes,  and  tme  of  them  who 
counted  the  ikaUs,  gave  this  information  to  Oomara  the  hifiorian>  according  to 
his  own  tciUmony  in  cap.  Ixzxii.  of  his  HiiUiry  of  Mexico. 
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the  fitme  with  Tezcutzinco,  to  cdebrated  by  Vala- 
d^  in  his  Christian  Rbetorky  or  the  fame  with  that  re* 
nowned  tower  of  nine  bodies,  ere£led  by  the  king  Neza- 
hoalcojot},  to-the  Creator  of  heaven.  The  great  tem- 
ple of  Chohila,  tike  many  others  of  that  city,  was  dedi* 
cated  to  their  protcdor  QuetzalcoatL  All  the  old  hif- 
t(»rians  fpeak  with  wonder  of  the  number  of  the  temples 
n  Cholula.  Cortes  wrote  to  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
that  from  the  top  of  one  temple  he  had  counted  more 
Aan  four  hundred  towers  of  others  (/).  The  lofty  py- 
ramid raifed  by  the  Toltecas  remains  to  this  day,  in  that 
place  where  there  was  formerly  a  temple  confecrated  to 
that  falfe  deity,  and  now  a  holy  fanfluary  of  the  mother 
of  the  true  God ;  but  the  pyramid  from  its  great  anti« 
qoity  is  fo  covered  with  earth  and  bu(hes,  that  it  feems 
more  like  a  natural  eminence  than  an  edifice.  We  are 
ignorant,  indeed,  of  its  dimenfions,  but  its  circumfereqce 
in  the  k>wer  part  is  not  lefs  than  half  a  mile  (^).  One 
may  afcend  to  the  top  by  a  path  made  in  a  fpiral  dire£^ion 
round  the  pyramid,  and  I  went  up  on  horfeback  in  1744* 
This  is  that  famous  hill  about  which  fo  many  fables  have 
been  feigned,  and  which  Boturini  believed  to  have  been 
raifed  1>y  the  Toltecas  as  a  place  of  refuge  in  the  event 
of  aaother  detoge  like  Noah's. 

The 

(/)  ^  Certifico  a  voelha  Akeza  qne  yo  cont2  defder  una  tnezquiu  quatro 
cicttM  J  tantas**  torres  en  la  dtcha  ctndad  (de  Cholnla)  j  todat  fon  de  mexqui- 
tas.**  Letter  to  Charles  V.  Od.  30,  ls%o*  The  anoDTinottt  cooqueror  affirms, 
that  he  counted  one  hundred  and  ninety  towers  of  the  temples  and  palaces.  Ber- 
■alDiax  fiiys,  that  they  exceeded  a  hundred;  hut  it  is  probable,  that  the  two 
aathon  counted  thofe  only  which  were  remarkable  for  their  height.  Some 
bter  authors  hare  laid  that  theie  towers  were  as  many  in  number  as  the  days 
of  die  year. 

{g  )  Betancourt  ftys,  that  the  height  of  the  pyramid  of  Cholula  was  upwards 
«f  forty  ^UJu^  that  m,  more  than  two  hundred  and  fnt  Parifian  feet ;  but  this 
atthor  hat  been  too  fparing  in  his  meafnre,  as  that  height  unguclH^nably  tff 
cceds  fire  hnodred  feet. 
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The  famous  edifices  of  Teotihuacan,  about  three  miles 
fouth  from  that  place,  smd  more  than  twenty  from  Mex- 
ico, towards  Greco,  ftill  fubfift:  thofe  immenfe  buildii^s 
which  ferved  as  a  model  for  the  temples  of  that  country, 
were  two  temples  confecrated  the  one  to  the  fun  and 
the  other  to  the  moon,  reprefented  by  two  idols  of  moa^ 
ftrous  bulk,  made  of  ftone  and  covered  with  gold.  That 
of  the  fun  had  a  great  concavity  in  the  breaft,  and  an 
image  of  that  planet  of  the  pureft  gold  fixed  in  it.  The 
conquerors  poflcffed  themfelves  of  the  gold,  the  idols 
were  broken  by  order  of  the  firft  bifhop  of  Mexico,  and 
the  fragments  remained  in  that  place  till  the  end  of  the 
laft  century,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  there  flill.  The  bafe, 
or  inferior  body  of  the  temple  of  the  fun,  is  eighty-eight, 
perches  long,  and  eighty-fix  broad,  and  the  height  of 
the  whole  building  is  in  proportion  (b).  That  of  the 
moon  is  eighty-fix  perches  long  in  the  bafe,  and  fixty* 
three  broad.  Each  of  thefe  temples  is  divided  into  four 
bodies,  and  as  many  (lair-cafes,  which  are  arranged  in 
the  fame  manner  with  thofe  of  the  great  temple  of  Mex* 
ICO ;  but  cannot  now  be  traced,  partly  from  their  ruin- 
ous condition,  and  partly  from  the  great  quantity  of 
earth  with  which  they  arc  every  where  covered.  Round 
thefe  edifices  are  fcattered  feveral  little  hills,  which  arc 
fuppofed  to  have  been  as  many  leiTer  temples,  dedicated 
to  the  other  planets  and  ftars ;  and  from  this  place  being 
fo  full  of  religious  buildings,  antiquity  gave  it  the  name 
of  Teotihuacan. 

The 

{b)  Oemelli  meafured  the  length  and  breadth  <if  thofe  templet,  but  had  no 
inftnunent  to  meafore  their  height.  Car.  Botnrini  meafured  their  height,  but 
when  he  wrote  hit  work  he  had  not  the  meafure  by  him^  jet  he  thinks  he 
found  the  temple  of  the  fun  to  hayc  been  two  hundred  Caitilian  cubits  highy 
that  18,  dghty-iU  perches. 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO^  S9 

The  nmo^xr  of  temples  throughoat  the  whole  Mex- 
jcaa  empire  was  veiy  great.  Torquemada  thought  there 
might  be  above  forty  thoufand ;  but  I  am  perfuaded 
they  would  iar  exceed  that  number,  if  we  ihould  tatxi 
the  lefler  oues  into  the  account ;  for  there  is  not  an  in- 
habited place  without  one  temple,  nor  any  place  of  any . 
extent  without  a  confiderable  number. 

The  architedure  of  the  great  temples  was  for  the  moft 
part  the  fame  with  that  of  the  great  temple  of  Mexico  $ 
bat  there  were  many  likewife  of  a  different  ftru^lure* 
Many  confiiled  of  a  fingle  body  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid, 
with  a  ftair-cafe ;  others  of  ordinary  bodies,  with  ilmilar 
ftair-cafes,  as  appears  in  the  fubjoined  plate,  which  is 
copied  from  one  publiihed  by  Didaco  Valadds  in  his 
Cbristian  Rhetoric  Q). 

The  fuperftition  of  thofe  people  not  contented  with 
fiidi  a  great  number  of  temples  in  their  cities,  villages, 
and  hamlets,  ere6led  many  altars  upon  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  in  the  woods,  and  in  the  flreets,  not  only  for  the 
parp<^e  oi  encouraging  the  idolatrous  worlhip  of  tra- 
vdfers,  but  for  the  celebration  of  certam  Tacrifices  to 
the  gods  of  mountains  and  other  rufUc  deities. 

The  revenues  of  the  great  temple  of  Mexico,  like 
thofe  of  the  other  temples  of  the  court  and  the  em- 
igre, were  very  large.  Each  temple  had  its  6wn  lands 
and  pofleflions,  and  even  its  own  peafants  to  cultivate 
thenu  Thence  was  drawn  all  that  was  neceilary  iot 
the  maintenance  of  the  priefts,  together  with  the  wood 
which  was  confumed  in  great  quantities  in  the  temples. 

The 

(0  OhUco  Valad^  Fnncifcano,  after  haTlng  been  employed  many  years  in 
cbe  cooverfion  of  the  Mezicaiu,  came  to  Rome,  where  he  wot  made  procurator- 
leoetal  of  his  order.    A  little  time  after  he  publUhed  his  learned  and  Yaluablc 
wwk  in  Latin,  intitlcd,  Rb^torha  Cbriftiana,  dedicated  to  pope  Gregory  th^  ' 
XUkh,  adoroed  with  many  reprefentations  of  Mexican  antiquities. 
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The  priefts  that  were  the  ftewards  of  the  temples  frc- 
qoentlj  vifited  dieir  pofieflions,  and  thofe  who  cultivated 
them,  thought  themfelves  happy  in  contributing  by  their 
labour  to  the  worihip  of  the  gods  and  the  fupport  of 
their  minifters.  In  the  kingdom  of  Acolhuacan,  thoCc 
.  nine  and  twenty  cities  which  provided  neccflaries  for 
the  royal  palace,  were  likewife  obliged  to  provide  for 
the  temples.  There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  that  tm£t 
of  country,  which  went  under  the  name  of  Teotlalpan 
(land  of  the  gods),  was  fo  named  from  being  among  the 
poflcffions  of  the  temples.  There  were  befides  great 
numbers  daily  of  free-offerings,  from  the  devout  of  every 
kind,  of  provifions  and  firft  fruits,  which  were  prefented 
in  returning  thanks  for  feafonable  rains  and  other  bleff- 
ings  of  heaven.  Near  the  temples  were  the  granaries 
where  all  the  grain  and  other  provifions,  neceflary  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  priefts,  were  kept;  and  the 
overplus  was  annually' diftributed  to  the  poor,  for  whom 
alfo  there  were  hofpitals  in  the  larger  towns. 

The  number  of  the  priefts  among  the  Mexicans  cor- 
refponded  with  the  multitude  of  gods  and  temples ;  nor 
was  the  homage  which  they  paid  to  the  deities  them- 
felves much  greater  than  the  veneration  in  which  they 
held  their  minifters.  We  may  form  fome  conje£kire  of 
the  immenfe  number  of  priefts  in  the  Mexican  empire^ 
from  the  number  within  the  area  of  the  great  temple^ 
which  fome  ancient  hiftorians  tell  us,  amounted  to  five 
thouiand.  Nor  will  that  calculation  appear  furprifing, 
when  we  confider  that  in  that  place  there  were  four  hun- 
dred priefts  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  god  Tez- 
catzoncatl  alone.  Every  temple,  indeed,  had  a  confider- 
able  number,  fo  that  I  fliould  not  think  it  rafli  to  aflirm^ 
that  there  could  not  be  lefs  than  a  million  of  priefts 

throughout 
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dsroQghott  ttie  empire.  Their  number  cacdd  not  fall  to 
be  iocreafed  from  the  great  refped  paid  to  the  prieft- 
hood^  and  the  high  dpinion  they  conceived  of  the  office 
of  fenring  in  the  worfhip  of  the  gods.  The  great  men 
CTCB  imd  with  one  another  in  coofecrating  their  children 
fir  fome  time  to  the  fervice  of  the  temples ;  while  the 
iofcrior  nobility  employed  theirs  in  works  without,  fech 
us  carrying  wood,  feediag  and  keeping  up  the  fire  of  the 
Aovet,  and  other  things  of  that  kind  i  all  conlidering 
Ac  henonr  of  ferviog  in  the  worftip  of  the  gods  as  the 
greateft  to  which  they  could  afpire. 

Hiere  were  fevcral  different  orders  and  degrees  among 

lheprie(U«    The  chief  of  all  were  the  two  high  fuiefts, 

to  whom  they  ga?e  the  names  of  TeateuStH  (^divbe  lord), 

and  Hueii^pixqtd  (^great  prieftX    That  eminent  dignity 

was  never  conferred  but  upon  fuch  as  were  diftinguifhed 

fat  their  birth,  their  probity,  and  their  great  knowledge 

€d  every  thing  conneded  with  the  ceremonies  of  Acir 

nUgicHi*    The  high-priefts  were  the  oraxrles  whom  the 

kings  confulted  in  all  the  mod  important  afiairs  of  the 

ftace^  and  no  war  was  ever  undertaken  without  their  ap- 

probatioa.    It  belonged  to  them  to  anoint  the  king  after 

hia  dejtion^  and  to  open  the  foreaft,  and  tear  out  die 

hearts  of  the  huomn  vi^ms,  at  the  moft  folemn  facrifioes. 

The  high-pried  in  the  kingdom  of  Acolhnacan  was,  aer 

cofimg  to  Come  hiftorians,  always  the  iecond  ion  of  Ac 

hiag.    Among  the  Totonacas  he  was  anointed  with  the 

daftic  gnm  mixed  with  children's  blood,  and  this  they 

called  the  dMne  unSkn  (i).    Some  authors  £iy  (he  fame 

tl  the  htgfa-piieft  of  Mexico. 

Fox..  II.  F  Fnom 

(I)  Acofta  confbondt  t{ie  diTine  imdiou  of  the  Jugh-prieft  with  that  of  the 
lag;  hat  it  was  totally  different ;  the  kiog  did  not  anoint  himfi^If  with  elaftic 
fUB,  but  widi  s  paftScolar  fort  of  ink. 
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From  what  is  faid  it  appears,  that  the  high-priefts  ijf 
Mexico  were  the  heads  of  their  religion  only  among  the 
Mexicans,  and  not  with  refpeft  to  the  other  conquered 
nations  j  thefe,  even  after  being  fabjefted  to  the  crowtt 
X)f  Mexico,  (tiH  maintaining  their  pridlhood  independent* 

The  high-priefthood  was  conferred  by  eleftion ;  but 
we  arc  ignorant  whether  the  elcftors  were  of  the  pricftl  jr 
order,  or  the  fame  with  thofe  who  chofe  the  political 
head  of  the  empire.  The  high-priefts  of  Mexico  were 
diftinguifhed  by  a  tuft  of  cotton  which  hung  from  their 
breaft ;  and  at  the  principal  feaft^  they  were  drefled  ia 
fplendid  habfts,  upon  which  were  reprcfen ted  the  infignia 
of  the  god  whofe  feaft  they  celebrated;  On  folemn  fef- 
trvals,  the  high-prieft  of  the  Mixtecas  was  clothed  in  a 
Ihort  coat,  on  which  the  principal  events  of  their  mytho- 
logy was  reprcfented  j  above  that  he  had  a  furplice,  and 
over  all  a  large  capuchin  ;  on  his  head  he  wore  plumes 
of  green  feathers,  curioufly  interwoven  with  finall  figures 
of  their  gods  y  at  his  fhoulder  hung  one  tai£:l  o£  cottcm, 
and  another  hcrag  at  his  arm^ 

Next  to  this  fuprcme  dignity  of  the  prrefthood,  the 
moft  reipe£hible  charge  was  that  of  the  Mexkoteobuat-^ 
zifty  which  was  conferred  by  the  high-priefts.  The  em- 
ployment of  this  oflfcer  was  ta  attend  to  the  due  obferv- 
ancc  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  to  watch  over  the 
conduft  of  thofe  priefts  who  had  the  charge  of  femina- 
ries,  and  to  punifti  them  when  guiky  of  a  mifdemeanon 
In  order  to  enable  him  to  difcharge  all  the  duties  of  fp 
extenfive  an  appointment,  he  was  allowed  two  curates  or 
deputies,  the  one  named  the  Huitznabimieobuafziny  the 
other  the  Tepaneohuatzin.  The  Mexkoteohuatzin  was 
the  fuperior-general  of  all  the  feminaries ;  his  chief  badge 
of  diftindiion  was  a  little  bag  of  copal,  which  he  always 
carried  along  with  him. 

The 
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The  TlatquimlolteuflU  managed  the  oeconomy  of  the 
&iduarics,  the  Ometochtti  was  tke  chief  compofer  of  the 
kymns  which  were  fung  at  feftivals;  the  EpcoacuiltTdn  (l)^ 
Ac  mafler  of  the  ceremonies ;  the  flapix^atzin  the  mafter 
•f  the  chapel,  who  not  only  appointed  the  mulic,  but 
fbpcrintcndcd  the  finging  and  correfted  the  lingers. 
Others,  whofe  names  we  omit,  to  avoid  growing  tedious 
to  our  readers,  were  the  immediate  fuperiors  of  the  col- 
leges of  the  priefts  which  were  confecrated  to  different 
gods  (m).  The  name  Teopixqui  was  alfo  given  to  the 
priefts,  which  means  the  guard  or  miaifter  of  God. 

To  every  divifion  of  the  capital,  and  probably,  of  every 
other  great  dty,  belonged  a  priefl  of  fupcrior  rank,  who 
aded  in  the  quality  of  reftor  to  that  diftrift,  and  ap« 
pcMUted  every  aft  of  religion  which  was  to  be  performed 
withm  the  bounds  of  his  jurifdiAion.  All  thefe  re£^ors 
were  fubjcft  to  the  authority  of  the  Mexicoteohuahun. 

All  the  offices  of  religion  were  divided  among  the 
{mefts.  Some  were  the  facrificers,  others  the  diviners ; 
fomc  were  the  compofers  of  hymns,  others  thofe  who 
fang.  Amongil  the  fingers  fome  fung  at  certain  hours 
of  thc*d2^,  etha*s  fung  at  certain  hours  of  the  mght. 
Some  priefts  had  the  charge  of  keeping  the  temple  clean, 
fome  took  care  of  the  ornaments  oiF  the  altars ;  to  others 
belonged  the  inftrufting  of  youth,  the  correfidng  of  the 
calendar,  the  ordering  cf  feftivals,  and  the  care  of  the 
mjrthological  paintings. 

Four  times  a  day  they  offered  inccnfe  to  the  idols, 
namely,  at  day-break,  at  mid-day,  at  fun-iet,  and  at  mid- 
night.    The  laft  offering  was  made  by  the  prieft  whofe 

turn 

(i)  Torqnemadm  calls  this  prieft  Spqua^ziH,  and  Hemandex  EpoaquaanlixiU  j 
lat  both  of  them  are  miftaken. 

(a*)  WboeTei^  it  deiirova  of  knowing  .the .  other  offices  and  names  of  the 
pricfta,  nay  confnh  the  8th  book  of  Torquemada,  and  the  account  given  hf 
JicnudcSf  which  Niercsiberg  inferted  in  his  Matoral  Hiftory. 
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torn  it  WIS  to  do  fo,  and  the  moft  re^ie^ble  dficers  of 
the  tea^k  attended  at  it*  To  the  ftm  they  made  daily 
new  offierings,  four  times  durbg  the  day,  and  five  tkictf 
daring  the  night.  For  incenfe  they  generally  madtrafe 
of  copal,  or  fome  other  aromatic  gum ;  but  on  ceflMuii 
feftivals  they  employed  ChapopotU^  at  bitumen  of  Jtfteau 
The  cenfers  were  commcmly  made  of  day ;  but  cheylhiti 
alfo  cenfers  of  gold.  Every  day  the  priefts,  or  atleiift 
fome  of  theni,  dyed  their  whole  bodies  with  ink  itaU|e<if 
the  foot  of  the  Ocotl^  which  is  a  fpccies  of  pine  verj^lfeo^ 
maticy  and  over  the  ink  they  praited  thcmkhei  .^|idt 
ochre  Or  cinnabar,  and  every  evening  they  bathetf  m 
ponds  which  were  within  the  indofure  of  the  temple^ 

The  drefs  of  the  Mexican  priefts  was  no  way  different 
from  the  drefs  of  the  common  peofde,  except  a  Uack 
cotton  mantle,  which  they  wore  in  the  manner  of  a  veil 
upon  their  heads  ;  but  thofe  who  in  thdr  monafterics 
{H'ofeffed  a  greater  aufterity  of  life,  went  always  dothed 
in  black,  like  the  common  priefts  of  other  oations  <4  the 
empire.  They  never  fhaved,  by  wludi  mdlns  die  kair 
of  many  of  them  grew  fb  long  at  to  reach  to  thdr  legd» 
It  wit  twifted  with  thick  cotton  cords,  and  bedaubed 
with  ink,  foronng  a  weighty  mafs  not  Itfs  inconvenient 
to  be  carried  about  with  them  dnn  difgufting  and  aren 
hofria  to  view. 

Befides  the  ufilal  un^on  with  ink,  another  eEtraor- 
dinary  and  more  abominable  one  was  prafiifed  every 
time  fhey  went  to  make  iacrifices  on  ^he  t^  of  the 
mountains,  or  in  the  dark  caverns  of  the  earth.  They 
took  a  large  quantity  of  pcnfbnous  infe£h,  fuch  as  kor^ 
pions,  fpiders,  and  worms,  and  fometimes  even  fmall 
ferpents,  burned  them  over  fome  ftove  of  the  temple, 
and  beat  their  afhes  in  a  mortar  together  with  the  foot 
of  the  OcHl^  tobacco,  the  herb  OhliMbqui^  and  fome  Ifre 

infeds. 
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]defts«  Tbey  prefented  ihii  diabolical  imxture  m  fknaD 
K&Is  to  their  gods,  and  afterwards  ruUxd  tfadr  bodies 
with  it.  When  thus  aaoioted,  thef  became  fearle&  ta 
eveiy  danger,  being  perfuaded  they  were  rendered  inca^ 
pable  of  recdvmg  any  fanrt  from  the  moft  noxioiis  rtp^ 
t3es  of  the  earth,  or  the  wildeft  beafts  of  the  woods^ 
They  caUed  it  TeopatU,  or  divnie  medicamenty  and  iMa- 
gined  it  to  be  a  powerful  remedy  for  ieveral  dttbrdcrvf 
on  which  accoont  thofe  who  were  fick,  and  the  yoni^ 
<^ildreD,  went  frequently  to  the  priefls  to  be  anointed 
with  it.  The  young  lads  who  were  trained  up  is  the 
feninaries  were  charged  with  the  coUe&ing  of  fuch  kind 
of  little  animals ;  and  by  bemg  accuftomed  at  an  early 
age  to  that  kind  of  employment,  they  fbon  k)ft  the  hor«i 
rot  which  attends  the  firfl  £uniliarity  with  &ch  reptiles* 
The  priefb  not  only  made  nfe  of  this  onAion,  but  had 
tkewik  a  ridicukms  fopcrftitious  praAice  of  Uowing 
with  dieir  breath  over  the  lick,  and  made  them  drink 
water  which  they  had  blefled  after  their  manner.  Tho 
priefb  of  the  god  Ixililton^  were  remarkable  for  th» 
cnftom. 

The  ]meib  obferved  vany  fafb  and  great  auflerity  of 
lifo;  they  never  were  intoxicated  with  drinking,  and 
leldom  ever  tafled  wine.  The  priefb  of  TezcatzoncatI 
as  fixm  as  the  daily  finging  in  praife  of  their  god  waf 
over,  laid  a  heap  of  three  hundred  and  three  omes 
on  the  ground,  correijpcmding  to  the  number  of  fsngttt^ 
of  which  heap  only  one  was  bored  \  every  perfbn  lifted 
one,  and  he  who  kippened  to  take  np  the  cane  which 
was  bored,  was  the  <mly  perfon  who  tailed  the  winei. 
iJl  the  thne  that  they  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  temple,  they  abftained  from  aJl  other  women  but 
chck  Wfws  i  thrf  even  affiled  fo  mudi  tbodefly  and  re^ 

fcrv^ 
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fcrvc,  that  when  they  met  a  woman^  they  fixed  then- 
eyes  on  the  ground  that  they  might  not  fee  her.  Any 
incontinence  amongft  the  priefts  was  feverely  pimiihed. 
The  prieft  who,  at  Teohuacan,  was  conviAed  of  having 
violated  his  chaftity,  was  delivered  up  by  the  priefts  to 
the  people,  who  at  night  killed  him  by  the  baftinado. 
Inlchcatlan,  the  high-prieft  was  obliged  to  live  conftantly 
within  the  temple,  and  to  abftain  from  commerce  with 
any  woman  whatfoever  $  and  if  he  unluckily  failed  in 
any  of  his  duties,  he  was  certain  of  being  torn  in  pieces, 
and  his  bk)ody  limbs  were  prefented  as  an  example  to 
his  fiicceifor.  They  poured  boiling  water  on  the  head 
of  thofe  who,  from  lazinefs,  did  not  rife  to  the  na£kir- 
nal  duties  of  the  temple,  or  bored  their  lips  and  esffs, 
and  if  they  did  not  correA  that,  or  any  other  fuch  fault, 
they  were  ducked  in  the  lake  and  baniflied  from  the  tem- 
ple during  the  feftival,  which  was  made  to  the  god  of 
water  in  the  ibcth  month.  The  pricfls  in  general  lived 
together  in  conmiunities,  fubjeA  to  fuperiors  who  watch- 
ed over  their  conduA. 

The  office  and  charaAer  of  a  prieft  among  the  Mexi- 
cans was  not  in  its  nature  perpetual.  There  were  cer- 
tainly fome  who  dedicated  their  whole  lives  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  altars  j  but  others  engaged  in  it  only  for  a 
certain  time,  to  fulfil  fome  vow  made  by  their  fathers, 
or  as  a  particular  aft  of  devotion.  Nor  was  the  priefl- 
hood  confined  to  the  male  fex,  fome  women  being  em- 
ployed in  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  temples.  Thqr 
offi^red  incenfe  to  the  idols,  tended  the  facred  fire^  fwept 
the  area,  prepared  the  daily  offering  of  provifions,  and 
prefoited  it  with  their  hands  to  the  idols^  but  they  were 
entirely  excluded  from  the  office  of  faoificing,  and  the 
higher  dignities  of  the  prieflhood.    Among  the  prieft- 
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c&s,  fomc  were  deftined  by  their  parents  from  their  in- 
bncy  to  the  fervice  of  the  temples ;  others  on  account 
of  fome  particular  tow  which  they  had  made  during 
ticknefs,  or  that  they  might  enfure  from  their  gods  a 
good  marriage,  or  the  profperity  of  their  fiimilies,  en- 
tered upon  fuch  offices  for  one  or  two  years. 

The  confecradon  of  the  firft  was  made  in  the  follow-  , 
ing  manner.  As  foon  as  the  girl  was  bom,  the  parents 
offered  her  to  fome  god,  and  informed  the  reAor  of  that 
diftrift  of  it ;  he  gave  notice  to  the  Tepanteohuatzin, 
who,  as  we  have  abeady  mentioned,  was  the  fuperior 
general  of  the  feminaries.  Two  months  after  they  car- 
ried her  to  the  temple,  and  put  a  fmall  broom^  and  a  fmall 
cenfer  of  clay  in  her  little  hands,  with  a  little  copal  in  it, 
to  {hew  her  deftination.  Every  month  they  repeated  the 
viiit  to  the  temple  and  the  offering,  together  with  the 
bark  of  fome  trees  for  the  facred  ^'e.  When  the  child 
attained  her  fifth  year,  the  parents  configncd  her  to  the 
Tepanteohuatzm,  who  lodged  her  in  a  female  feminary^, 
where  children  were  inftruAed  in  religion,  and  the  pro- 
per duties  and  employments  of  their  fex.  The  firft  thing 
done  to  thofe  who  entered  into  the  fervice  on  account  of 
fomc  private  vow,  was  the  cutting  off*  their  hair.  Both 
the  latter  and  the  former  lived  in  great  purity  of  manners, 
filence,  and  retirement,  under  their  fuperiors,  without 
having  any  communication  with  men.  Some  of  them 
rofe  about  two  hours  before  midnight,  others  at  mid- 
night, and  others  at  day-break,  to  ftir  up  and  keep  the 
fire  burning,  and  to  offer  incenfe  to  the  idols  ;  and  aU 
though  in  this  fimdion  they  aflembled  with  the  priefts, 
they  were  feparated  from  each  other,  the  men  forming 
one  wing  and  the  women  another,  both  under  the  view 
of  their  fuperiors,  who  prevented  any  diforder  from 

happening 
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bsippeniag.    Everf  moraiDg  tbejr  prqMU-cd  the  ottaiBg 
pf  provUiont  which  was  prdeotcd  to  the  idob^  aodfvept 
th^  lower  area  of  the  templcy  ^d  the  tim^  which  wag 
ftot  oocupied  in  tbefe»  or  other  religious  duties,  was  em- 
plpyed  ia  fpiiuiiQg  and  weaving  beautiful  cloths  for  the 
drefs  of  the  idols,  and  the  decoration  of  the  (anduaries* 
Nothing  was  more  zealpuflj  attended  to  than  the  chaftitj 
of  thcie  virgins*    Any  treipais  of  this  nature  was  on^ 
pardonable ;  if  it  remained  an  eotire  fecret,  the  fianalc 
culprit  endeavoured  to24>peaie  the  anger  of  the  gods  bjr 
filling  and  aufterity  of  life ;  for  ibe  dreaded  that  in  pu^ 
niflunent  of  her  crime  her  fleih  would  rot*    When  a  virr 
giq,  deltined  from  her  mhocy  to  the  worihip  of  the  gods^ 
arrived  at  the  age  of  fixteea  or  eighteen,  at  which  year^ 
ibey  were  ufuallj  married,  her  parents  fought  for  a  hi^f> 
hand  to  her,  and  after  they  found  one,  prefented  to  tb^ 
Tepantcobuatzm  a  certain  nuad^er  of  quails  in  plate* 
eurioufly  vamilhed,  and  a  certain  quantity  of  copal,  of 
flowers  and  provifions,  accompanied  with  a  ftudied  ad- 
drefs,  in  which  they  thanked  him  for  the  care  and  atten^ 
tion  he  had  fliewn  in  the  education  of  their  daughter, 
and  demanded  his  permiiEon  to  fettle  her  in  marriage* 
The  Tepaoteohuatzin  granted  the  requeft,  in  a  reply  to 
the  gddre^  exhorting  his  pupil  to  a  perfeverance  in  vir- 
tue, and  the  folfiUment  of  all  the  duties  of  the  married 
ftate. 

Among^  the  di&rent  orders  or  congregations  both  of 
men  and  women,  who  dedicated  themfelves  to  the  wor^ 
flup  of  fome  particular  gods,  that  of  Qoetzalcoatl  Is  wor« 
thy  to  be  mentioned.  The  life  led  in  the  colleges  or 
Bimafteries  of  either  fex,  which  were  devoted  to  this 
imaginary  god,  was  uncommonly  rigid  and  auftere.  The 
fkeis  of  the  order  was  extremely  decent ;   they  bathed 
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rcgnbrty  at  midnight,  and  watched  until  about  two  hours 
before  day,  iinging  hymns  to  their  god,  and  obferving 
sunj  rules  of  an  auftere  life.  They  were  at  liberty  to 
go  to  the  mountains  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  to 
^ill  their  blood;  this  was  permitted  them  from  a  refpeft 
to  the  vfatue  which  they  were  all  thought  to  poffefs. 
The  fuperiors  of  the  monafteries  bore  alfo  the  name  of 
(^etzalcoatl,  and  were  perfons  of  fuch  high  authority, 
that  they  vifited  none  but  the  king  when  it  was  nccdTary. 
The  members  of  this  religious  order  were  deftined  to  it 
from  their  infancy.  The  parents  of  the  child  invited  the 
fuperior  to  an  entertainment,  who  ufually  deputed  one 
of  hi$  fubje£b.  The  deputy  brought  the  child  to  him, 
npon  which  he  took  the  boy  in  his  arms,  and  offered 
him  with  a  prayer  to  Quetzalcoatl,  and  put  a  collar 
about  his  neck,  which  was  to  be  worn  until  he  was  fe- 
Yen  years  old.  When  the  boy  completed  his  fecoqd 
year,  the  fuperior  made  a  fmall  inciiion  in  his  breaft, 
wUch,  like  the  collar,  was  another  mark  of  his  deftina- 
tioiu  As  foon  as  the  boy  attained  his  feventh  year,  he 
entered  into  the  monaftery,  having  firft  heard  a  long 
difconrfe  from  his  parents,  in  which  they  advertifed  him 
of  the  vow  which  they  had  made  to  Quetzalcoatl,  and 
exhorted  him  to  fulfil  it,  to  behave  well,  to  fubmit  him- 
fdf  to  his  prelate,  and  to  pray  to  the  gods  for  his  pa- 
rents  and  the  whole  nation.  This  order  was  called 
Tlamacazcajotly  and  the  members  of  it  Tlamacazque. 

Another  order  which  was  called  Telpochiliziliy  or  the 
youths,  on  account  of  its  being  compofed  of  youths  and 
boys,  was  confecratcd  to  Tezcatlipoca.-  This  was  alfo 
a  deftination  from  infancy,  attended  with  almoft  the 
fame  ceremonies  as  that  of  Quetzalcoatl ;  however, 
they  did  not  live  together  In  one  community,  but  each 

Vol.  II.  G  individual 
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individual  had  his  own  home.  In  evcrj  diftrid  of.  the 
city  they  had  a  fupcrior,  who  governed  them,  and  a 
houfe  where  they  aflembled  at  fun-fet  to  dance  and  fing 
the  praifes  of  their  god.  Both  fexes  met  at  this  dance, 
but  without  committing  the  finaHeft  diforder,  owing  to 
the  vigilance  of  the  fupcriors,  and  the  rigour -with 
which  all  mifdemeanours  were  puuifhed. 

Among  the  Totonacas  was  an  order  of  modes  de- 
voted to  their  goddefs  Centeotl.  They  lived  in  great 
retirement  and  aaftcrity,  and  their  life,  excepting  their 
fuperftition  and  vanity,  was  perfectly  unimpeachaUer 
None  but  men  above  fixty  years  of  age  who  were  wi- 
dowers, eftranged  from  all  commerce  with  women,  and 
of  virtuous  life,  were  adtnitted  into  this  monaftery. 
Their  number  was  fixed,  and  when  any  one  died  ano- 
ther was  received  in  his  ftcad.  Thefe  monk^  were  fo 
much  cfteeracd,  that  they  were  not  only  confalted  l^ 
the  common  people,  but  likewife  by  the  firft  nobility 
and  the  bigh^prieft.  They  liftencd'  taconfultations  fit- 
ting upon*  their  heels,  with  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
ground,  and  their  anfwers  were  received  like  oracles 
even  by  the  kings  of  Mexico.  They  were  employed  in 
making  hiftorical  paintings,  which  they  gave  to  the 
high-prieft  that  he  might  exhibit  them  to  the  people. 

But  the  moft  important  duty  of  the  priefthood,  aind 
the  chief  ceremony  of  the  religion  of  the  Mexicans,  con- 
fided in  the  facrifices  which  they  made  occafionally  to 
obtain  any  fiivour  from  heaven,  or  hr  gratitude  for  thofe 
favours  which  they  had  already  received.  This  is  a  fub- 
jeft  which  we  would  willingly  pafs  over,  ff  the  laws  of 
hiflory  permitted,  to  prevent  the  difguft  which  the 
defcription  of  fuch  abominable  afts  of  cruelty  muft  caufc 
to  our  readers ;  for  although  thcA  has  hardly  been  a 
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aatiofn  which  has  not  praftifed  fimilar  facrifices,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  one  which  has  carried  them  to  fo 
great  an  excefs  as  the  Mexicans  appear  to  have  done. 

We  Jffe  ignorant  what  fort  of  facrifices  may  have 
been  prafiiied  by  the  ancient  Toltccas.  The  Chechc- 
mecas  continued  long  without  ufing  them,  having  at 
firft  neither  idols,  temples,  nor  priefts,  nor  offering  any 
thing  to  their  gods,  the  Sun  and  Moon>  but  herbs, 
flowers,  fhiits,  and  copaL  lliofe  nations  never  thought 
of  iacrificing  human  vi^ims,  until  the  example  of  the 
Mexicans  baniflied  the  firft  impreifipns  of  nature  from 
tbdr  minds.  What  they  report  touching  the  origin  of 
fttch  barbarous  facrifices  we  have  already  explained^ 
namely,  that  which  appears  in  their  hiftory  concerning 
the  firft  facrifice  of  the  four  Xochimiicau  priibners 
which  they  made  when  in  Colhuacan.  It  is  probable, 
that  at  the  time  when  the  Mexicans  were  infulated  in 
the  lake,  and  particularly  while  they  remained  fubjeft 
to  the  dominion  of  the  Tepanecas,  the  facrifice  of  hu- 
man victims  muft  have  happened  very  feldom,  as  they 
neither  had  prifoners,  nor  could  purchafe  fiaves  for  fa- 
crifices. But  when  they  had  enlarged  their  dominions, 
•  and  multiplied  their  vidories,  facrifices  became  Ireguent 
and  on  fome  feftivals  the  viAims  were  numerous. 

The  facrifices  varied  with  refpcft  to  tjic  number, 
place,  and  mode,  according  to  the>circumftaQces  of  the 
feftival.  In  general  the  viAims  fuf&red  dc;ath  by  having 
their  brcafts  opened  ;  but  others  were  drowned  in  the 
lake,  others  died  of  hunger  ftiut  up  in  caverns  of  the 
mountains,  and  laftly,  fome  fell  in  the  gladiatorian  fa- 
crifice. The  cuftom^ary  place  was  the  temple,  in  the 
npper  area  of  which  ftood  the  altar  deftiued  for  ordi- 
nary facrifices.  The.  altar  of  the  greater  temple  pf  .Mex- 
ico 
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ico  was  a  green  ftonc  Tprobably  jafper)  convex  above, 
and  about  three  feet  high^  and  as  many  broad,  and 
more  than  five  feet  long.  The  ufual  minifters  of  the 
facrifice  were  fix  priefts,  the  chief  of  whom  was  the 
Topiltzinj  whofe  dignity  was  pre-eminent  and  heredita- 
ry ;  but  at  every  facrifice  he  afliimed  the  name  of  that 
god  to  whom  it  was  made.  For  the  performance  of 
this  fundion,  he  was  clothed  In  a  red  habit,  fimilar  in 
make  to  the  fcapulary  of  the  modems,  fringed  with 
cotton ;  on  his  head  he  wore  a  crown  of  green  and  yel- 
low feathers,  at  his  ears  hung  golden  ear-rings  and 
green  jewels,  (perhaps  emeralds),  and  at  his  under4ip 
a  pendant  of  turquoife.  The  other  five  minifters  were 
dreffed  in  white  habits  of  the  fame  make,  but  embroi- 
dered with  black;  their  hair  was  wrapped  up,  their 
heads  were  bound  with  leathern  thongs,  their  fore* 
heads  armed  with  little  (hields  of  paper  painted  of  va- 
rious colours,  and  their  bodies  dyed  all  over  black. 
Thefe  barbarous  minifters  carried  the  viftim  entirely 
naked  to  the  upper  area  of  the  temple,  and  after  hav- 
ing pointed  out  to  the  byftanders  the  idol  to  whom  the 
facrifice  was  made,  that  they  might  pay  their  adoration 
to  it,  extended  him  upon  the  altar ;  four  priefts  held 
his  legs  and  arms,  and  another  kept  his  head  firm  with 
a  wooden  inftrument  made  in  form  of  a  coiled  ferpent, 
which  was  put  about  his  neck ;  and  on  account  of  the 
altar  being  convex,  the  body  of  the  viftim  lay  arched, 
the  brcaft  and  belly  being  raifed  up  and  totally  prevent-' 
cd  from  the  Icaft  movement.  The  inhuman  Topiltzin 
then  approached,  and  with  a  cutting  knife  made  of 
flint,  dexteroufly  opened  his  breaft  and  tore  out  his 
heart,  which,  while  yet  palpitating,  he  offered  to  the 
fun,  and  afterwards  threw  it  at  the  feet  of  the  idol ; 

then 
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tben  taking  it  up  again  he  o&red  it  to  the  idol  idelf, 
and  afterwards  burned  it,  preferving  the  afhes  with  the 
atmoft  veneration.  If  the  idol  was  gigantic  and  hollow, 
it  was  ufual  to  introduce  the  heart  of  the  viftim  into  its 
mouth  with  a  golden  fpoon.  It  was  cuftomary  alfo  to 
anoint  the  lips  of  the  idol  and  the  cornices  of  the  door 
of  the  fan^ary  with  the  Tidtim's  blood.  If  he  was  a 
prifoner  of  war,  as  foon  as  he  was  facrificed  they  cut  off 
his  head  to  preferve  the  fkull,  and  threw  the  body  down 
the  (lairs  to  the  lower  area,  where  it  was  taken  up  by 
the  officer  or  foldier  to  whom  the  prifoner  had  belong- 
ed, and  carried  to  his  houfe  to  be  boiled  and  drefled  as 
an  entertainment  for  his  friends.  If  he  was  not  a  pri* 
ibner  of  war,  but  a  flave  purchafed  for  a  facrifice,  th^ 
proprietor  carried  off  the  carcafs  from  the  altar  for  the 
fame  purpofe.  They  eat  only  the  legs,  thighs,  and 
arms,  and  burned  the  reft,  or  preferved  it  for  food  to 
the  wild  beafts  or  birds  of  prey  which  were  kept  in  the 
royal  palaces.  The  Otomies,  after  having  killed  the 
viftim,  tore  the  body  in  pieces,  which  they  fold  at  mar<* 
ket.  The  Zapotecas  facrificed  men  to  their  gods,  wo- 
men to  their  goddeffes,  and  children  to  fome  other  dimi- 
nutive deities. 

This  was  the  moft  common  mode  of  facrifice,  btit 
(rften  attended  with  fome  circumftances  of  ftill  greater 
cruelty,  as  we  (hall  fee  hereafter  j  other  kinds  of  facri- 
fices  which  they  ufed  were  much  lefs  frequent.  At  the 
feftival  of  Teteoinariy  the  woman  who  reprefented  this 
goddefs  was  beheaded  on  the  ihoulders  of  another  wo- 
man. At  the  feftival  of  the  arrival  of  the  gods,  they 
put  the  viftims  to  death  by  fire.  At  one  of  the  fcftivals 
made  in  honour  of  Tlaloc,  they  facrificed  two  children 
of  both  fexes  by  drowning  them  in  a  certain  place  of 

the 
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the  lake.  At  another  feflival  of  the  fame  god,  th^ 
purdiafed  three  little  boys  of  fix  or  feven  years  of  age, 
ihut  them  up  mhumaoly  in  a  cavern,  and  left  them  to 
die  of  fear  and  hunger. 

The  mod  celebrated  facrifice  among  the  Mexicans 
was  that  called  by  the  Spaniards  with  much  propriety 
the  gladiaiorian.     This  was  a  very  honourable  death, 
and  only  prifoners  who  were  renowned  for  their  bra- 
very were  permitted  to  die  by  it.    Near  to  the  greater 
temple  of  large  cities,  in  an  open  fpace  of  ground  fuf- 
fident  to  contain  an  immenfe  croud  of  people,  was  a 
round  terrace,  eight  feet  high,  upon  which  was  placed 
a  large  round  (lone,  refembling  a  mill-flone  in  figure, 
but  greatly  larger,  and  almoft  three  feet  high,  well  poU 
iflied,  with  figures  cut  upon  it  (n).     On  this  (lone, 
which  was  called  the  Temalacatl^  the  prifoner  wa« 
placed,  armed  with  a  fhield  and  a  fiiort  fword,  and  tied 
l)y  one  foot.     A  Mexican  officer  or  foldier,  better  ac- 
c(Hitred  in  arms,  mounted  to  combat  with  him.     Every 
one  will  be  able  to  imagine  the  efforts  made  by  the  des- 
perate vi£tim  to  defend  his  life,  and  alfb  thofe  of  the 
Mexican  to  fave  his  honour  and  reputation,  before  the 
multitude  of  people  that  afiembled  at  fuch  ^  ipe£hu:lc» 
If  the  prifoner  remained  vanquifhed,   immediately  a 
pried  named  Cbalchivhiepehua^  carried  him  dead  or  alive 
to  the  altar  of  the  common  facrifices,  opened  his  bread, 
and  took  out  his  heart,  while  the  viAor  was  applauded 
by  the  afiembly,  and  rewarded  by  the  king  with  fome 
military  honour.     But  if  the  prifoner  conquered  fix  dif-* 
icrent  combatants,  who  came  fucceffively  to  fight  with 

him, 

(m)  The  form  of  the  edifices  reprefented  in  the  plate  of  the  ^adi^orian  £i- 
cdfice  is  a  mere  caprice  of  the  defigner ;  there  nertr  was  any'  thing^  eUe  tfaea 
the^terrace  and  the  battlements. 
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bim,  agreeably  to  the  account  given  by  the  conqueror 
Gortes,  he  was  granted  his  life,  his  liberty,  and  all  that 
bad  been  taken  from  him,  and  returned  with  glory  to 
Ins  native  country  (0).  The  fame  author  relates,  that 
in  a  battle  between  the  Cholulans  and  Huexotzincas, 
the  principal  lord  of  Cholula  grew  fo  warm  in  the  con- 
teft,  that  having  inadvertently  removed  to  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  his  own  people  he  was  made  prifoner  in 
fpite  of  his  bravery,  and  conduced  to  Huexotzinco, 
where  being  put  upon  the  gladiatorian  ftone,  he  con- 
quered fcven  combatants  which  were  oppofed  to  him,^ 
and  gamed  his  liberty ;  but  the  Huexotzincas  forefeeing, 
that  on  account  of  his  iingular  courage  he  would  become 
the  caufe  of  many  difafters  to  them  if  they  granted  hun 
his  liberty,  put  him  to  death  contrary  to  univerfal  cuf- 
tom }  by  which  aft  they  rendered  themfelvcs  eternally 
infamous  among  thofe  nations. 

With  refpeft  to  the  number  of  the  vi£tims  which  were 
annually  facrificed  we  can  affirm  nothing ;  the  opinions 
of  hiftorians  on  that  head  being  extremely  diflferent  (p). 

The 

(•)  Sevenl  hiftoriaiu  iay,  that  iTiben  the  firft  combatant  was  overcome  the 
prifooer  became  free;  but  we  are  rather  inclined  to  credit  the  Conqueror; 
ibr  it  is  not  probable,  that  they  would  liberate  a  prifoner  for  fo  finall  a  rilk 
1H10  might  ftin  proTe  Ae&TVL&iy^  to  them,  or  that  they  woidd  deprive  their 
gods  of  a  vidim  fo  acceptable  to  their  cruelty. 

(/)  Znntiarraga,  the  firil  bifhop  of  Mexico,  lays,  in  a  letter  of  the  lath  of 
Jbne,  153 1»  addrcfled  to  the  general  chapter  of  his  order,  that  in  that  capiul 
alooe  twenty  thoufimd  human  vidims  were  annually  facrificed.  Some  authors, 
quoted  by  Gomara,  affirm,  that  the  namber  of  the  facrificed  amounted  to  fifty 
^hmifimd  Acofta  writes,  that  there  was  a  certain  day  of  the  year  on  which 
fire  thonfaad  were  lacrificed  in  different  places  of  the  empire  \  and  another 
day  on  which  they  facrificed  twenty  thoofand.  Soma  authors  believe^  that  on 
the  ffyi^w»f«"  Tcpeyacac  alooe,  twenty  thoufand  were  facrificed  to  the  goddcfs 
Tooanoin.  Torquenaada,  in  quothig,  though  unfaithfully,  the  letter  of  Zu- 
BBrraga,  (ays,  that  there  were  twenty  thoufand  infants  annually  facrificed* 
But  on  the  contrary,  Lat  CaA^^ia  his  refutatioa  ef  the  bl^bdy  boolc^  written  by 

Drw 
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The  number  of  twenty  thoufand,  which  is  conjedored 
to  approach  the  ncareft  to  truth,  does  not  appear  to  us 
improbable,  if  we  include  in  it  all  the  vidims  which  were 
facrificed  throughout  the  whole  empire ;  but  if  that  num- 
ber comprehends,  as  fome  hiftorians  afTcrt,  the  infants 
cmly,  or  the  vidims  which  were  facrificed  on  the  moun- 
tain  Tepeyacac,  or  in  the  capital,  we  th)nk  it  altogether 
incredible.  It  is  certain,  that  the  number  of  facrifices  was 
not  limited,  but  always  proportioned  either  to  the  num- 
ber of  prifbners  which  were  made  in  war,  to  the  necef* 
fities  of  the  ftate,  or  the  natiu*e  of  the  feftivals,  as  appears 
from  the  dedication  of  the  greater  temple  of  Mexico,  on 
which  occafion  the  cruelty  of  the  Mexicans  exceeded  all 
bounds  of  belief.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be  doubted, 
that  the  facrifices  were  very  numerous  j  the  conquefts 
of  the  Mexicans  having  been  extremely  rapid,  and  as 
their  aim  in  war  was  not  fo  much  to  kill  as  to  make  pri- 
foners  of  the  enemy  for  this  purpofe.  If  to  thefe  vic- 
tims we  add  the  ilaves  which  were  purchafed  for  the 
fame  end,  and  many  criminals  who  were  condemned  to 
expiate  their  crimes  by  the  facrifice  of  their  lives,  we 
(hall  find  the  number  greatly  exceed  that  computed  by 
Las  Cafas,  who  was  too  anxious  to  exculpate  the  Ame- 
ricans x)f  all  the  exceflfes  of  which  they  were  accufed  by 
the  Spaniards  (y).  The  facrifices  multiplied  in  Divine 
years,  and  (till  more  in  Secular  years. 

The 

Dr.  Sepnhreda,  reduces  the  fitoifices  to  fo  Ixntll  a  umnber,  that  we  are  left  to 
belicTe,  they  amounted  not  to  fifty,  or  at  moil  not  to  a  hundred.  We  arc 
ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  all  thefe  authors  haTe  erred  in  the  number.  Las  Cafas 
by  diminution,  the  reft  by  exaggeration  of  the  truth. 

(g)  We  cannot  account  why  Las  Cafas,  who,  in  his  writings  makes  ofe  of 
the  teftimony  of  Zumarraga,  and  other  churchmen,  againft  the  conquerors, 
ihould  afterwards  fo  openly  cpntradid  them  refpeding  the  number  of  the 
facrifices. 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO.  57 

The  Mexicans  were  accuftomed  at  their  feftivals  to 
clothe  the  viAim  in  the  fame  drefs  and  badges  in  which 
they  drcfled  that  god  to  whom  the  facrifice  was  made ; 
thus  habited,  the  viAim  went  round  the  city  demanding 
alms  for  the  temple,  accompanied  with  a  guard  of  fol- 
diers.  If  any  one  accidentally  made  his  efcape,  the  cor- 
poral of  the  guard  was  fubftituted  in  his  (lead  as  a  pu« 
nifliment  for  his  careleflhefs.  They  ufed  alfo  to  feed  and 
fatten  the  viAims,  as  they  did  feveral  animals  for  the 
table. 

The  religion  of  the  Mexicans  was  not  confined  to  thefe 
facrifices ;  offerings  were  made  of  various  kinds  of  ani- 
mals. They  facrificed  quails  and  falcons  to  their  god 
Huitzilopochtli,  and  hares,  rabbits,  deer,  and  coyotos, 
to  their  god  Mixcoatl.  They  daily  made  an  offering  of 
quails  to  the  fun.  Every  day  as  the  fun  was  about  to 
rife,  icveral  priefts,  (landing  on  the  upper  area  of  the 
temple,  with  their  faces  towards  the  eaft,  each  with  a 
quaul  in  his  hand,  faluted  that  luminary's  appearance  with 
mafic,  and  made  an  offering  of  the  quails  after  cutting 
off  their  heads.  This  facrifice  was  fucceeded  by  the 
burning  of  incenfe,  with  a  loud  accompaniment  of  mu- 
fical  infbuments. 

In  acknowledgment  of  the  power  of  their  gods,  they 
aUb  made  offerings  of  various  kinds  of  plants,  flowers, 
jewels,  gums,  and  other  inanimate  fubftances.  To  their 
gods  Tlaloc  and  Coatlicue  they  offered  the  firft-blown 
flowers  ;  and  to  Centeotl,  the  firft  n\aize  of  every  year. 
They  made  oblations  of  bread,  various  partes,  and  ready 
dreffed  visuals  in  fuch  abundance,  as  to  be  fufficient  to 
fopply  all  the  minifters  of  the  temple.  Every  morning 
vcre  feen  at  the  foot  of  the  altars  innumerable  diihes 
and  porringers  of  boiling  food,  that  the  fleams  arifing 

Vol.  II.  H  from 
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Irofli  them  might  reach  the  aoftrik  of  the  idok,  and 
QourUh  their  immortal  gods. 

The  moft  frequent  oblation,  howcTer,  was  that  of 
copal.  AU  daily  burned  incenfe  to  their  idols ;  no  hou£: 
was  without  ccnfer*.  The  priefts  in  the  temple,  fathers 
of  families  in  their  houfcs,  and  judges  in  their  tribunals^ 
whenever  they  pronounced  feutence  in  an  important 
caufe,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  offered  incenfe  to  thi? 
four  principal  winds*  But  incenfe-offering  among  the 
Mexicans,  and  other  nations  of  Anahuac,  was  not  only 
an  a6:  of  religion  towards  their  gods,  but  alfo  a  piece 
of  civil  courtefy  to  lords  and  ambaffadors. 

The  fuperftitlon  and  cruelties  of  the  Mexicans  were 
imitated  by  all  the  nations  which  they  ccmquered,  or 
that  were  contiguous  to  the  empire,  without  any  diScr* 
ence,  except  that  the  number  of  faaifices  amopgft  thde 
nations  was  lefs,  and  that  particular  circumHances  forne* 
times  attended  them.  The  Tlafcalans,  at  one  of  thctr 
feftivals,  fixed  a  prifoner  to  a  high  crofs,  and  (hot  arrows 
at  him ;  and  upcm  another  occafion,  they  tied  a  prifooer 
to  a  low  crofs,  and  killed  him  by  the  baillnado. 

The  facrifices  celebrated  every  fourth  year  by  the 
Quauhtitlans  in  honour  of  the  god  of  fire,  were  inhU'* 
man  and  dreadful.  A  day  before  the  fdlival^  they 
planted  fix  very  lofty  trees  in  the  under  area  of  the  tem- 
pie,  facrificed  two  flaves,  dripped  their  ikins  off,  and 
took  out  the  bones  of  their  thighs.  The  next  day  two 
eminent  prieils,  clothed  themfeives  in  the  bloody  ikms^ 
took  the  bones  in  their  hands,  and  defcended  with  {o^ 
lemn  fteps  and  difmal  bowlings,  down  the  flairs  of  the 
temple.  The  people  who  were  affembled  in  crouds  be- 
low, called  out  in  a  loud  voice,  **  Behold  there  come 
our  gdds.'^    As  fbon  as  they  reached  the  lower  area, 

they 
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tbey  began  a  dance  to  the  found  of  mufical  inftrumentSi 
irbich  lafted  the  grcateil  part  of  the  day.  In  the  mean* 
while,  the  people  facrificed  an  incredit^  quwtity  of 
quails,  the  number  of  them  being  never  lefs  than  eight 
tfaoofand.  When  thefe  facrificcs  were  over,  the  priefts 
carried  fix  prifoners  to  the  tops  of  the  trees,  and  after 
tying  them  there,  defcended ;  but  they  had  hiurdly  time 
to  reach  the  ground,  before  the  unhappy  viftinis  were 
pierced  with  a  multitude  of  arrows.  The  priefts  mount- 
ed again  to  cut  down  the  dead  bodies,  and  let  them 
(kop  from  the  height ;  immediately  their  breafts  were 
opened,  and  their  hearts  torn  out,  according  to  the  ccif* 
torn  of  thofe  people.  The  vi^ims  as  well  as  the  quatit 
were  (bared  among  the  priefts  and  nobles  of  that  city^ 
for  the  banquets  which  crowned  their  barbarous  and  de« 
tellable  feftival 

While  they  were  thus  cruel  to  others,  it  is  not  woni 
derful  that  they  likewife  pra&ifed  inhumanity  towards 
themfelves.  Being  accuftomed  to  bloody  facrifices  of 
their  prifoners^  they  alfo  failed  not  to  ihed  abundance  of 
their  own  blood,  conceiving  the  ftreams  which  flowed 
from  their  victims  infufficient  to  quench  the  diabolical 
third  of  their  gods.  It  makes  one  fhudder  to  read  the 
aufterities  which  th^y  exercifed  upon  them&lves,  either 
in  atonement  of  their  tranfgreflions,  or  in  preparadioa 
for  their  feftivals.  They  mangled  their  fleih  as  if  it  had 
been  infeniible,  and  let  their  blood  run  in  fuch  profu- 
fion,  that  it  appeared  to  be  a  ^perfluous  fluid  of  the 
body. 

The  effufion  of  blood  was  frequent  and  daily  with 
Ibi&e  of  the  priefts,  to  which  praAice  they  gave  the 
name  of  TlamacazquL  They  pierced  themfelves  with 
the  iharpeft  fpmes  of  the  aloe,  and  bored  feveral  parts 

of 
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of  their  bodies,  particularly  their  ears,  lips,  tongue,  and 
the  £at  of  their  arms  and  legs.  Through  the  hole$ 
which  they  made  with  thefe  fpines,  they  introduced 
pieces  of  cane,  the  firft  of  which  were  fmall  pieces,  but 
every  time  this  penitential  fuflSn-ing  was  repeated,  a  thick- 
er piece  was  ufed.  The  blood  which  flowed  from  them 
was  carefully  colleftcd  in  leaves  of  the  plant  acxojatl  (r). 
They  fixed  the  bloody  fpines  in  little  balls  of  hay,  which 
they  expofed  upon  the  battlements  of  the  walls  of  the 
temple,  to  teftify  the  penance  which  they  did  for  the  peo* 
pie.  Thofe  who  exercifed  fuch  feverities  upon  them- 
felves  within  the  inclofure  of  the  greater  temple  of 
Mexico,  bathed  themfelves  in  a  pond  that  was  formed 
there,  which  from  being  always  tinged  with  blood  was 
called  Ezapan.  There  was  a  certain  fixed  number  of 
canes  to  be  made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion,  which,  after 
being  once  ufed  were  preferved  as  atteftations  of  their 
penitence.  Befides  thofe  and  other  auftere  praAices  of 
which  we  fhall  treat  (hortly,  watching  and  falling  wag 
very  frequent  amongft  the  Mexicans.  A  feftival  hardly 
occurred  for  which  they  did  not  prepare  themfelves 
with  fading  for  fome  days,  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  prefcriptions  of  their  ritual.  From  all  that  is  to  be 
inferred  from  their  hiflory,  their  iafting  confifted  in  ab- 
flaining  from  flefh  and  wine,  and  in  eating  but  once  a 
day  J  this  fome  did  at  mid-day,  others  after  that  time, 
and  fome  tafted  nothing  till  evening.  Falling  was  ge- 
nerally accompanied  with  watching  and  the  effufion  of 
blood,  and  then  no  perfon  was  permitted  to  have  com- 
merce  with  any  woman,  not  even  with  his  own  wife. 

Some 

(r)  Acxojatl  is  t  tree  of  feveral  upright  fiems,  with  long  leaves,  which  are 
ftrong  and  fymmetrically  difpofed.  They  made  formerly  and  (till  make  excel- 
lent brooms  of  this  plant. 
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Some  fafts  were  general  and  obfcrved  by  the  whole 
people ;  namely,  the  faft  of  five  days  before  the  feftival 
of  Mbccoatl,  which  was  obferved  even  by  children  j  the 
iaibof  four  days  before  the  feftival  of  Tezcatlipoca,  and 
alfo  as  we  fufpeft,  that  which  was  made  previous  to  the 
ficftival  of  the  fun  (/).  During  this  faft  the  king  retired 
into  a  certain  place  of  the  temple,  where  he  watched 
and  filed  blood,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  his  nation* 
Any  other  fafts  bound  only  particular  individuals,  fiich 
as  that  which  was  obferved  by  the  proprietors  of  vic- 
tims the  day  before  a  facrifice.  The  proprietors  of  pri- 
fijners  which  were  facrificed  to  the  god  Xipe,  fafted 
twenty  days.  The  nobles  as  well  as  the  king  had  a 
houfe  within  .the  precinfts  of  the  temple,  containing  hu- 
meroQS  chambers,  where  they  occafionally  retired  to  do 
penance.  On  one  of  the  feftivals,  all  thofe  perfons  who 
cxcrcifed  public  offices,  after  their  daily  duty  was  over, 
rcth^  there  at  evening  for  this  purpofe.  In  the  third 
month  the  Tlamacazqui,  or  penance-doers  watched  every 
night ;  and  in  the  fourth  month  they  Jtrere  attended  in 
dieir  duty  by  the  nobility. 

In  Mixteca,  where  there  were  many  monafleries,  the 
firft-bom  fons  of  lords,  before  they  took  pofTeffion  of 
their  eftates,  were  fubjefted  to  a  rigorous  penance  du- 
ring a  whole  year.  They  conduced  the  heir  with  a  nu- 
merous attendance  to  a  monaftery,  where  they  ftripped 
off  his  garments,  and  clothed  him  in  rags  daubed  over 
with  gIHj  or  elafticgum,  rubbed  his  face,  belly,  and  back, 
with  ftinking  herbs,  and  delivered  a  fmall  lance  of  itztli 

to 

{»)  TbithSt  nvhich  was  held  in  honour  of  the  fun  was  called  NetomOhthta* 
hub,  or  Ni$»m4tiub*abMaUtzli.  Dr.  Hernandez  lays,  it  was  held  every  two 
bmidred,  or  three  hundred  days.  We  fufped  that  it  was  kept  on  the  day  I 
Mni,  whidi-occurred  erery  two  hundred  and  iizty  days. 
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to  him,  chat  he  might  draw  his  own  bkxxL  They  re- 
ftrided  him  to  a  very  abftemious  diet,  fubjcAed  him  to 
the  hardeft  labom^,  and  punifhed  him  feverely  for  any 
failure  in  duty.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  bemg 
waflied  and  cleanfed  by  four  girls,  with  fweet  fcenced^ 
water,  he  was  reconduftcd  to  his  houfe  with  great  pomp 
and  muiic. 

In  the  principal  temple  of  Teohuacan,  four  priefU 
conftantly  redded,  who  were  famous  for  the  aufterity  of 
their  lives.  Their  drefs  was  the  fame  widi  that  of  the 
common  people ;  their  diet  was  limited  to  a  loaf  of  maize 
of  about  two  ounces  in  weight,  and  a  cup  of  aioUi^  or 
gruel,  made  of  the  fame  grain.  Every  night  two  of 
them  kept  watch,  employing  their  time  in  finging  hymns 
to  their  gods,  in  offering  incenfe,  which  they  did  four 
times  during  the  night,  and  in  (bedding  their  blood  up* 
on  the  flones  of  the  temple.  Their  failing  was  conti- 
nual during  the  four  years  which  they  pcrfevcred  in  dxat 
hfe,  except  upon  days  of  feflival^  one  of  which  happen- 
ed every  month,  when  they  were  at  Kberty  to  eat  as 
much  as  they  pleafed  ;  but  in  preparation  for  every  fef* 
tival,  they  praftiied  the  ufual  auftere  rules,  boring  their 
cars  with  the  fpines  of  the  aloe,  and  paiEng  little  pieces 
of  cane  through  the  holes  to  the  nundxr  of  lixty,  all  of 
which  diffiu^d  in  thicknefs  in  the  manner  above  menti- 
oned. At  the  end  of  four  years,  other  four  priefb 
were  introduced  to  lead  the  fame  kind  of  life ;  and  if 
before  the  completion  of  that  term  any  one  of  them  hap- 
pened to  die,  another  was  fubftituted  in  his  place,  ihax 
the  number  might  never  be  incomplete.  Thefe  priefts 
were  fo  high  in  refped  and  efteem  as  to  be  held  in  ve- 
neration even  by  the  kings  oi  Mexico ;  but  Woe  unto 
him  who  violated  his  chaflity  ^  for,  if  after  a  flriA  exa- 
mination 
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im^^Hrtn  the  crime  vras  proved,  he  wa$  killed  by  bafti* 
ndoi,  his  body  was  burned,  and  his  alhes  fcattered  to 
tbewixuls. 

Upon  occaiion  of  any  public  calamity,  the  Mexican 
faigii-prieft  always  obfenred  a  mod  extraordinary  fail. 
For  this  purpofe  he  retired  to  a  wood,  where  he  con* 
ftm&ed  a  hut  for  himfelf,  covered  with  branches, 
which  were  always  frefli  and  green;  as  whenever  the 
firft  became  dry,  new  ones  were  fpread  in  their  place. 
Shut  np  in  this  hut  he  pafTed  nme  or  ten  months  ia 
oonftant  prayer  and  frequent  effuiions  of  blood,  de« 
prived  oi  all  communication  with  men,  and  without  any 
other  food  than  raw  maize  and  water.  This  fad  was 
not  indifpenfible,  nor  did  all  the  high-priefts  obferve  it; 
tar  did  thoTe  who  attempted  it  ever  do  it  more  than 
once  in  their  lives ;  and  certainly  it  is  not  probable, 
that  thofe  who  furvived  fo  rigorous  and  long  an  abfti- 
aence,  were  ever  able  to  repeat  it* 

The  faft  oWcrved  by  the  TIafcalans  every  divine 
year,  at  which  period  they  made  a  mod  folemn  feflival 
in  honour  of  their  god  Catnaxtie^  was  likewife  very  fin* 
gular.  When  the  time  of  commencing  it  was  arrived, 
all  the  Tlamacascquis  were  affcmbled  by  then:  chief  jircb^ 
caubtlij  who  made  them  a  ferious  and  grave  exhortation 
to  penitence,  and  forewarned  them  if  any  one  of  them 
fluRild  find  that  he  was  incapable  of  performing  it, 
diat  be  (hould  declare  fo  within  five  days  ;  for  that  if, 
after  that  fpace  of  time  was  elapfed,  and  the  faft  wa^ 
once  begun,  he  fhould  happen  to  fail  and  renounce  the 
attempt,  he  would  be  deemed  unworthy  of  the  company 
of  the  gods,  his  prieffiiood  would  be  taken  O'om  him, 
and  his  eftate  fequeftered.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
five  days,  which  was  allowed  for  the  purpofe  of  delibe- 
ration. 
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ration,  the  chief,  attended  hj  all  thofe  who  had  courage 
to  attempt  this  penitential  duty,  the  number  of  whom 
ufed  to  exceed  two  hundred,  afcended  the  very  lofty- 
mountain  Matlalcueje,  on  the  top  of  which  was  a  fanc- 
tuary,  confecrated  to  the  goddefs  of  water.  The  Jrcb-- 
caubtli  mounted  to  the  top  to  make  his  oblation  of  gems, 
precious  feathers,  and  copal,  while  the  others  waited  ia 
the  middle  of  the  afcent,  praying  their  goddefs  to  give 
them  ftrength  and  courage  to  go  through  their  penance. 
They  afterwards  defcended  from  the  mountain,  and 
caufed  a  number  of  little  knives  of  itztli,  and  a  great 
quantity  of  fmall  rods  of  diflferent  thickneffes  to  be 
made.  The  labourers  upon  thofe  inftruments  fafted 
five  days  before  they  began  their  work,  and  if  any  little 
knife  or  rod  happened  to  break,  it  was  accounted  a  bad 
omen,  and  the  workman  was  confidered  to  have  broke 
the  faft.  The  Tlamacazqui  then  began  their  faft,  which 
did  not  laft  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  iixty  days.  The 
firft  day  they  bored  holes  in  their  tongues,  through 
which  they  drew  the  little  rods,  and  notwithftanding  the 
cxceilive  pain  and  lofs  of  blood  which  they  fuffered, 
they  were  obliged  all  the  while  to  fing  aloud  fongs  to 
their  god,  and  every  twenty  days  this  cruel  operation 
was  repeated.  When  the  firft  eighty  days  of  the  faft 
of  the  priefts  were  elapfed,  a  general  faft,  from  which 
even  the  heads  of  the  republic  were  not  exempted,  be- 
gan with  the  people,  and  continued  an  equally  long  time. 
During  this  period,  no  perfon  was  allowed  to  bathe, 
nor  to  eat  pepper,  which  was  the  ufual  feafoning  of  all 
their  difties.  To  fuch  exccffes  and  cruelty  did  fanati* 
cifm  carry  thofe  nations.  * 

All  that  we  have  hitherto  related  does  not  fo  much 
THakc  known  the  religion  of  the  Mexicans,  and  the  ex- 
travagance. 
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travQ^aaoe  of  tlieir  horriUe  fuperftiuoo,  as  the  oumbar 
of  their  feftivala,  and  the  ritea  which  were  obfervcd  a^ 
them ;  m  order  the  better  to  UQderftaud  this  fubjed, 
it  is  DccelTary  to  attend  to  their  mode  of  dividing 
time,  and  the  method  which  they  adopted  to  nieajrure 
days,  months,  years,  and  centuries  as  aheady  ftated» 
What  we  have  coaununicated  on  this  head  has  been 
carefiilly  kiTeftigated  and  certified  by  intelligent  men, 
vbo  are  worthy  of  the  utmoft  credit,  who  have  applied 
iqth  the  utmoft  aj(&duity  to  this  ftudy,  and  who  have  di- 
gently  examined  the  ancient  paintings,  and  obtained  in-* 
formation  from  the  bed  inftruAed  peribns  among  the 
Mexicans  and  Acolhuans.  We  are  particularly  indebted 
to  die  religious  miifionaries  Motolinia  and  Ss^gun,  firoiq 
whofe  writings  Torquemada  has  taken  all  that  is  valua- 
ble m  his  work,  and  to  the  very  learned  Mexican  D. 
Cario  Siguenza,  whofe  opinions  we  have  found  to  be 
jnft  and  accurate  by  the  examination  which  we  have 
made  of  feveral  Mexican  paintings,  in  which  months, 
yesffs,  and  centuri^,  are  diilin^y  reprefcnted  by  their 
poper  ^nres* 

Botnrini  affirms,  that  a  hundred  and  more  years  be-' 
fore  die  Chriftian  era,  the  T(dtecas  adjufted  their  ca-* 
kndar,  by  adding  cme  day  every  four  years,  and  that 
Acf  continued  to  do  fo  for  feveral  centuries,  until  the 
Mexicans  eftablifhed  the  method  we  have  mentioned : 
diat  the  caufe  of  the  new  method  was,  that  two  fefli-* 
vals  concnrred  upon  the  fame  day ;  the  one  the  move* 
able  feftival  of  Tezcatlipoca,  die  other  that  of  Huitzilo 
poditii,  which  was  fixed ;  and  that  the  Colhuan  nation 
had  celebrated  the  latlrr,  and  pafled  over  die  former; 
upon  which  Tezcatlipoca  in  anger  prediAed,  that  the 
monardiy  of  Colhuacan  would  fo<Hi  be  diflblved  j  that 

VoL-IL  I  the 
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the  worihip  of  the  ancient  gods  of  the  nation  woolcf 
ceafc,  and  that  it  would  remain  confined  to  the  worfliip^ 
of  one  fole  divinity,  which  was  never  fecn  nor  under- 
(lood,  and  fubjcfted  to  the  power  of  certain  ftrangcrs 
who  would  arrive  from  diftant  countries;  that  the 
kings  of  Mexico  being  made  acquarated  with  this  pre* 
difUon,  ordered,  that  whenever  two  feftivals  coDcbrred 
upon  the  fame  day,  the  principal  feftival  was  to  be  cc- 
kbrated  on  fuch  day,  and  the  other  on  the  day  after ; 
and  that  the  day  which  was  ufually  added  every  four 
years,  (hould  be  omitted ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  the 
century,  the  thirteen  days  (hould  be  added  inftead  of 
them.  But  we  are  not  willing  to  give  credit  to  this  ac- 
count. 

Two  things  muft  appear  truly  ftrange  in  the  Mexican 
iyftem,  the  one  is,  that  they  did  not  regulate  their 
months  by  the  changes  of  the  moon  ;  the  other  that 
they  ufed  no  particular  chara^^er  to  diftinguifk  one 
century  from  another.  But  with  rcfpeft  to  the  firft, 
we  do  not  mean  that  their  aflronomical  months  did  not 
accord  with  the  lunar  periods ;  becaufe  we  know  that 
their  year  was  juftly  regulated  by  the  fun,  and  becaufe 
they  ufed  the  fame  name,  which  was  Metztlij  indiffer- 
ently for  month  or  moonr  The  month  now  mentioned 
by  us  is  their  religious  month,  according  to  which  they 
obferved  the  celebration  of  feftivals,  and  pra6tifed  divi- 
nation ;  not  their  aftronomical  month,  of  which  we  know 
nothing  unld's  that  it  was  divided  into  two  periods,  that 
is,  into  the  period  of  the  watching^  and  info  that  oi  the 
Jleep  of  the  moon.  We  are  however  perfuaded,  that 
they  muft  hai^e  made  ufe  of  fome  charafters  to  diftin- 
guiih  one  century  from  another,  as  this  diftin£Uon  was 
fo  very  eafy  and  neceflary ;  but  we  have  not  been  able 
Co  afcertain  this  upon  the  authority  of  any  hiftorian. 

The 
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The  diftribution  of  the  figns  or  charaAers,  both  of 
days  and  years^  ferved  the  Mexicans  as  fuperftitious 
prognoftics,  according  to  which  they  predicted  the  good 
or  bad  fonune  of  infants  from  the  iign  under  which 
they  were  bom ;  and  the  happinefs  or  misfortune  of 
marriages,  the  fucccfs  of  wars,  and  of  every  other  thing 
horn  the  day  on  which  they  were  undertaken  or  put  in 
execution ;  and  on  this  account  alfo  they  coniidered  not 
only  the  peculiar  charafter  of  every  day  and  year,  but 
likewife  the  ruling  charader  of  every  period  of  days  or 
years ;  for  the  firft  fign  or  charafter  of  every  period,  wa$ 
the  ruling  fign  through  the  whole  of  it.     Of  merchants 
wc  find,  that  whenever  they  wifhed  to  undertake  any 
journey,  they  endeavoured  to  begin  it  on  fome  day  of 
that  period,  during  which  the  fign  Coatl  (ferpent)  ruled, 
and  then  they  promifed  themfelves  much  fuccefs  in  their 
commerce.     Thofe  perfons  who  were  bom  under  the 
fign  ^uaubtJi  (eagle),- were  fufpefted  to  prove  mockers 
and  flanderers,  if  they  were  males ;  if  females,  loquaci- 
ous and  impudent.     The  concurrence  of  the  year  with 
the  day  of  the  Rabbit  was  efteemed  the  mod  fortunate 
ieafon. 

To  rcprefcnt  a  month  they  painted  a  circle  or  wheel, 
divided  into  twenty  figures  fignifying  twenty  days,  as 
;^pears  in  the  plate  we  have  given,  which  is  a  copy 
from  one  ^blifhed  by  Valad^s,  in  liis  Reitorica  Crisii^ 
anaj  and  die  only  one  hitherto  publiihed.  To  reprefent 
the  year  they  painted  another,  which  they  divided  into 
eighteen  figures  of  the  eighteen  months,  and  frequently 
painted  within  the  wheel  the  image  of  the  moon.  The 
rq)refentation  which  wc  have  given  of  this  image,  was 
taken  from  that  publifhcd  by  Gemclli,  which  was  a  copy 
book  an  ancient  painting  in  the  pofleilion  of  Dr.  Si- 

guenza. 
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guenza  (b).  The  century  was  reprcfented  by  a  wheel 
divided  into  fifty-two  figures,  or  rather  by  four  figures, 
which  were  thirteen  titties  defigned.  Ttiey  ufcd  to  paint 
t  ferpent  twifted  about  the  wheel,  which  pointed  out  by 
f^ur  twifts  of  its  body  the  four  principal  winds,  and  the 
beginnings  of  the  four  periods  of  thirteen  years.  The 
whed  which  we  here  prefent,  is  a  copy  of  two  others*, 
one  of  which  was  publiflied  by  Valad^s,  and  the  other 
by  Gemclli,  within  which  we  have  reprefented  the 
fun,  as  was  generally  done  by  the  Mexicans.  In  anothet 
place  we  fhall  explain  the  figures  of  thefe  wheels  in 
order  to  fatisfy  our  curious  readers. 

The  method  adopted  by  the  Mexicans  to  compute 
months,  years,  and  centuries,  was,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  common  to  all  the  polifhed  natidns  of  Anai- 
huac,  without  any  variation  among  them  except  in  die 
names  and  figiu^  (^).  The  Chiapanefe,  who,  among 
the  tributaries  to  the  crown  of  Mexico,  were  the  mc3l 
diftant  from  the  capital;  inftead  of  iht  names  and 
the  figures  of  the  Rabbit,  the  Cane,  Flint,  and  Hoalc>' 
made  ufe  of  the  names  VotaHj  Lambaf^  Bem^  and  Cbi^ 
nan^  and  inftead  of  the  names  of  the  Mexican  days» 
they  adopted  the  names  of  twenty  illuflrioos  men  among 
their  anceftors,  among  which  the  four  names  above 
mentioned,  occupied  the  fame  place  that  \he  names 
Rabbit,  Cane,  Flint,   and  Houfe,  held  amcmgft  the 

Mexican 

(Jti)  Three  copies  of  the  Mexican  year  hiTe  been  publiihed.  The  firft  that 
of  Valad^s,  the  fecond  that  of  Siguenza,  publiihed  by  Gemelll,  and  the  third 
that  of  Botnrini,  publiihed  at  Mexico,  in  1770.  In  that  of  Signensa,  wkhin 
the  wheel  of  the  century,  S4)peart  that  of  the  year;  and  in  that  of  Valadds,  with* 
in  both  wheels,  that  of  the  month  \a  reprefented.  We  have  feparated  them  to 
make  them  more  intelligible. 

(c)  Boturini  fays,  that  the  Indians  of  the  diocefe  of  Gdfioca  made  their  year 
confifi  of  thirteen  months;  but  it  mufk  have  been  their  aftroBomical  or  dril 
year,  and  not  their  reh'gions  year. 
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Mezican  days.    The  Chiapanefe  names  of  the  twentj 
dajs  of  the  mofith  were  the  fdiowing : 

I.  Mox. 
2.Jgh. 
3.  VOTAN. 
4*  Gbanan. 

5.  Abagh. 

6.  Tox. 

7.  Moxic. 

8.  LAMB  AT. 
9«  M9&9  ^  M{^« 

10.  Elab. 


11.  j^^zfz. 

12.  Enob, 

13.  5££iV. 

14.  H/a;. 

15.  Tziquin. 

1 6.  Cbabin. 

17.  C&X. 

18.  CHIN  AX. 

19.  Cabogh. 

20.  AgbuaL 


There  was  do  month  in  which  the  Mexicans  did  not 
cdebrate  fome  feftival  or  other,  which  was  either  fixed 
and  eftabliihed  to  be  held  on  a  certain  day  of  the  month, 
or  moveable,  from  being  annexed  to  fome  figns  which 
did  not  corrcfpond  with  the  fame  days  in  every  year. 
The  principal  moveable  feftivals,  according  to  Boturini, 
were  fixtecn  in  nranber,  among  which  the  fourth  was 
Aat  of  the  god  of  wine,  and  the  thirteenth,  that  of  the 
god  of  fire.  With  refpeft  to  thofe  feftivals  which  were 
fixed,  we  fhall  mention  as  concifely  as  pofiible,  as  much 
as  we  judge  will  be  fufficient  to  convey  a  competent 
idea  of  the  religion  and  the  fuperftitious  difpofition  of 
the  Mexicans. 

On  the  fixond  day  of  the  firft  month,  they  made  a 
great  fcftival  to  Tlaloc,  accompanied  with  facrifices  of 
children,  which  were  purchafed  for  that  purpofe,  and  a 
gladiatorian  facrifice  j  thefe  children,  which  were  pur- 
chafed, were  not  facrificed  all  at  once,  but  fucceflively 
fo,  in  the  courfe  of  three  months,  which  corrcfponded 
to  thofe  of  March  and  April,  to  obtain  from  this  god 
the  rains  which  were  necfiOfary  for  their  maize* 

On 
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On  the  firft  day  of  the  fecond  month,  which^  in  the 
firft  year  of  their  century,  correfpondcd  to  the  i8th  of 
March  (d\  they  made  a  mod  folemn  feftival  to  the  god 
Xipc,  the  facrificcs  offered  at  which  were  extremely 
cruel.     They  dragged  the  viftims  by  their  hair  to  the 
upper  area  of  the  temple,  where,  after  they  were  fa- 
crificed  in  the  ufual  manner,  they  fkinned  them,  and  the 
prieils  clothed  themfelves  in  their  ikins,  and  appeared 
for  fome  days  in  thefe  bloody  coverings.      The  owners 
of  prifoners  that  were  facrificed,   were  bound  to  faifl: 
for  twenty  days,  after  which  they  made  great  banquets, 
at  which  they  drcffcd  the  flelh  of  the  viftims.     The 
ftealers  of  gold  or  filver  were  facrificed  along  with  pri- 
foners, the  law  of  the  kingdom  having  ordained  that 
punKhotent  for  them.     The  circumftance  of  ikinning 
the  vi£Ums,  obtained  to  this  month  the  name  of  Tlacax^ 
ipehualiztUj  or  the  ikinning  of  men.     At  this  fefUval^ 
the  military  went  through  feveral  exercifes  of  arms  and 
praftices  of  war,  and  the  nobles  celebrated  with  fongs 
the  glorious  aAions  of  their  anceftors.     In  Tlafcala,  the  # 
nobles,  as  well  as  the  plebeians  had  dances,  at  which 
they  were  all  dreffed  in  ikins  of  animals,  and  embroidery 
of  gold  and  filver.     On  account  of  thefe  dances,  which 
were  common  to  all  ranks  of  people,  they  gave  the  fef- 
tival as  well  as  the  month  the  name  of  Coailhuitl^  or 
the  general  feftival. 

In  the  third  month,  which  began  on  the  7  th  of  April, 
the  fecond  feftival  of  Tlaloc  was  celebrated  with  the  fa- 
crifice  of  fome  children.  The  ikins  of  the  viftims 
which  were  facrificed  to  the  god  Xipe,  in  the  preceding 
month,  were  carried  in  procelEon  to  a  temple  called 

Jopico^ 

(4/)  whenever  we  mention  the  correfpondence  of  the  Mexican  months  with 
•urs,  it  it  to  be  underftood  of  thofc  of  the  firft  fear  of  their  ceoturj. 
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Jopia?j  which  was  within  the  inclofurc  of  the  greater 
temple,  and  there  depoiited  in  a  cave.  In  this  fame 
moath  the  Xochimanqui^  or  thofe  who  traded  in  flowers, 
celebrated  the  feftivai  of  their  goddefs  Coatlicue,  and 
prefented  her  garlands  of  flowers  curioufly  woven.  But 
before  this  offering  was  made,  no  perfon  was  allowed  to 
finell  thefe  flowers.  The  minifters  of  the  temples 
watched  every  night  of  this  month,  and  on  thait  account 
made  great  fires ;  hence  the  month  took  the  name  of 
Tozoztonlij  or  little  watch. 

The  fourth  month  was  called  Hueitozozfliy  or  great 
watch }  becaufe,  during  this  month,  not  only  the  priefts, 
but  alfo  the  nobility  and  populace,  kept  watch.  They 
drew  blood  from  their  ears,  eye-brows,  nofe,  tongue, 
arms,  and  thighs,  to  expiate  the  faults  committed  by 
their  fenfes,  and  expofed  at  their  doors  leaves  of  the 
fword-grafs,  coloured  with  blood,  but  with  no  other  in- 
tention, probably,  than  to  make  oftentation  of  their  pe* 
nance.  In  this  manner  they  prepared  themfelves  for 
the  feftivai  of  the  goddefs  Centeotl,  which  was  cele- 
brated with  facrifice<  of  human  vidims  and  animals,  par- 
ticularly of  quails,  and  with  many  warlike  exercifes, 
which  they  performed  before  the  temple  of  this  god- 
defs. Little  girls  carried  ears  of  maize  to  the  temple, 
and  after  offering  them  to  that  falfe  divinity,  carried 
them  to  granaries,  in  order  that  thefe  ears,  thus  hallow- 
ed, might  preferve  all  the  reft  of  the  grain  from  any 
dcftruftive  infeft.  This  month  commenced  on  the  27th 
of  April. 

The  fifth  month,  which  began  upon  the  17th  of 
May,  was  almoft  wholly  feftivai.  The  firft,  which  was 
one  of  the  four  principal  feftivals  of  the  Mexicans,  was 
that  which  they  made  in  honour  of  their  great  god  Tez- 

catlipoca. 
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catltpoca*  Ten  days  before  k  a  prieftdrefledhimfelf  itt 
Ae  hmcjbabit  and  badges  whkh  diftinguifhed  that  god» 
and  went  out  of  the  temple  with  a  bunch  of  flowers  m 
his  hands,  and  a  little  flute  of  clay  which  made  a  very 
fiirill  found.  Turning  his  face  firft  towards  the  eaft,  and 
afterwards  to  the  other  three  principal  winds,  he  found- 
ed the  flute  loudly,  and  then  taking  up  a  little  duft  frc^ 
the  earth  with  his  finger,  he  put  it  to  his  month  a^d 
fwallowed  it.  Upon  hearing  the  found  of  the  flute,  all 
kneeled  down ;  criminals  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
terror  and  conftemation,  and  with  tears  implored  that 
god  to  grant  a  pardon  to  their  tranfgref&ons,  and  hinder 
them  from  bemg  difcovered  and  detefied }  warriors  pray« 
cd  to  him  for  courage  and  ftrength  againft  the  enemies 
of  the  nati(Hi,  fuccefsful  vidories,  and  a  multitude  of  pri- 
foners  for  facrifices  { smd  all  the  reft  of  the  people,  ufing 
(he  fame  ceremcmy  of  taking  up  and  eating  the  duft, 
fupplicated  with  fervour  the  clemency  <^  the  gods.  The 
tontid  of  the  little  flute  was  repeated  every  day  until 
the  feftivaL  One  day  before  it,  the  lords  carried  9 
new  habit  to  the  idol,  which  the  prjefts  immediately  put 
upon  it,  and  kept  the  old  one  as  a  relique  in  fome  re* 
pofitory  of  the  temple ;  they  adorned  the  idol  with  pani- 
cular  eniigns  of  gold  and  beautiful  feathers,  and  raifed 
up  the  tapeftry,  which  always  covered  the  entrance  of 
the  fan£):uary,  that  the  image  of  their  god  might  be  feeQ 
and  adored  by  the  multitude.  When  the  day  of  the 
feflival  arrived,  the  people  flocked  to  the  lower  area  o( 
the  temple.  Some  pricfts  painted  black,  and  drcflcd  io 
a  fimilar  habit  with  the  idol,  carried  it  aloft  upon  a  lit- 
ter, which  the  youths  and  virgins  of  the  temple,  bound 
with  thkk  cords  <^  wreaths  of  crifp  maize,  and  put  one 
of  thefe  wreaths  round  the  neck,  and  a  garland  on  the 

head 
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head  of  the  idol.  This  cord,  the  emblem  of  drought, 
vhich  they  defired  to  prevent,  was  called  foxcatl^  which 
name  was  likewife  given  to  the  month  on  account  of  this 
ceremony.  All  the  youths  and  virgins  of  the  temple,  as 
well  as  the  nobles  of  the  court,  carried  fimilar  wreaths 
about  their  necks  and  in  their  hands.  Then  followed  a 
proceffion  through  the  lower  area  of  the  temple,  where 
flowers  and  odoriferous  herbs  were  fcattered ;  two  priefts 
(^bred  incenfe  to  the  idol,  which  two  others  carried  up- 
on thdr  fhoulders.  In  the  mean  while  the  people  kept 
kneeling,  ftriking  their  backs  with  thick  knotted  cords. 
When  the  proceflion  finifhed,  and  alfo  their  difcipline, 
tbey  carried  back  the  idol  to  the  altar,  and  made  abun* 
dant  offerings  to  it  of  gold,  gems,  flowers,  feathers,  ani- 
mals, and  provifions,  which  were  prepared  by  the  vir- 
gins and  other  women,  who,  on  account  of  fome  parti- 
cular  vow,  aflifted  for  that  day  in  the  fervice  of  the  tem- 
ple. Thefe  provifions  were  carried  in  proceflion  by  the 
fame  virgins,  who  were  led  by  a  refpeftable  prieft, 
dreffed  m  a  ftrange  fantaftical  habit,  and  laftly  the  youths 
carried  them  to  the  habitations  of  the  priefts  for  whom 
ibcj  had  been  prepared. 

Afterwards  they  made  the  facrifice  of  the  viftim  re- 
prefenting  the  god  Tezcatlipoca.  This  viftim  was  the 
handfomeft  and  beft  fliaped  youth  of  all  the  prifoners. 
They  fclefted  him  a  year  before  the  feftival,  and  during 
that  whole  time  he  was  always  drefled  in  a  fimilar  habit 
with  the  idol  j  he  was  permitted  to  go  round  the  city, 
but  always  accompanied  by  a  flrong  guard,  and  was 
adored  every  where,  as  the  living  image  of  that  fupremc 
divinity.  Twenty  days  before  the  feftival,  this  youth 
married  four  beautiful  girls,  and  on  the  five  days  pre- 
ceding the  feftival,  they  gave  him  fumptuous  entertain- 

Voi.  II.  K  ments. 
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ments,  and  allowed  him  all  the  pleafures  of  life.  Olr 
the  day  of  the  feflival,  they  led  him  with  a  numerous 
attendance  to  the  temple  of  Tezcatlipoca,  but  before  they 
came  there  they  difmiffed  his  wives^  He  accompanieif 
ibe  idol  in  the  proceffion,  and  when  the  how  of  facrifice 
was  come^  they  (Iretched  him  upon  the  altar,  and  the 
ktgh  pried  with  great  reverence  opened  his  bread  and 
pulled  out  his  heart.  His  body  was  not,  like  the  bodies 
of  other  victims,  thrown  down  the  flairs,  but  carried  iir 
the  arms  of  the  prieds  and  beheaded  at  the  bottom  of 
the  temple.  His  head  was  (Irung  up  in  the  Tzon^aniltj 
among  the  red  of  the  ikulh  of  the  vidims  which  were 
iacrificed  to  Tezcatlipoca,  and  his  hegs  and  arms  were 
drefled  and  prepared  for  the  tables  of  the  lords.  After 
the  facrifice,  a  grand  dance  took  place  of  the  collegiate 
youths  and  nobles  who  were  prefcnt  at  the  fedival.  At 
fun-fet,  the  virgins  of  the  temple  made  a  new  offering  of 
bread  baked  with  honey.  This  bread,,  with  fome  other 
things  unknown  to  us,  was  put  before  the  altar  of  Tez* 
catlipoca,  and  was  dcdincd  to  be  the  reward  of  the 
youths  who  ftiould  be  the  viftors  in  the  race  which  they^ 
made  down  the  dairs  of  the  temple  ;  they  were  alfo  re<i^ 
warded  with  a  garment,  and  received  the  praife  and  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  pricds  as  well  as  the  people  who  were  fpec* 
tators.  The  fedival  was  conclu(kd  by  dtimifling  Ironk 
the  feminaries  all  the  youths  and  virgins  who  were  ar<» 
rived  at  an  age  fit  for  marriage..  The  youths  who  re- 
mained, noocked  the  others  with  fatirical  and  humorous 
raillery,  and  threw  at  them  handfulsof  rudies  and  other 
things,  upbraiding  them  with  leaving  the  fervice  of  god 
for  the  pleafures  of  matrimony ;  the  prieds  always  grant- 
ing  them  indulgence  in  this  emanation  of  youthful  vi» 
vacity* 

Id 
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In  this  fame  fifth  month,  the  firft  feflival  of  HuitzHo* 
poditii  was  celebrated.  The  priefts  made  a  flatue  of  this 
god  of  the  regular  ftature  of  a  man^  they  made  the  flefh 
of  a  heap  of  Tzobualliy  which  is  a  certain  eatable  plant, 
and  the  bones  of  the  wood  MhquitL  They  drefled  it 
in  cotton  with  a  mantle  of  feathers ;  put  on  its  head  a 
final!  paraibl  of  paper,  adorned  with  beautiful  feathers^ 
and  above  that  a  bloody  little  knife  of  flint-done,  upon 
its  breail  a  plate  of  gold,  and  on  its  garment  were  feve- 
lal  figures  repreienting  bones  of  the  dead,  and  the  image 
t>f  a  man  torn  in  pieces  ^  by  which  they  intended  to  fig- 
nify  either  the  power  of  this  god  in  battle,  or  the  terri- 
ble revenge,  which,  according  to  their  mythdogy,  he 
took  againft  thofe  who  confpired  againft  the  honour  and 
life  of  his  mother.  They  put  this  ftatue  in  a  litter  made 
on  four  wooden  ferpents,  which  four  principal  ofiScers  of 
die  Mexican  army  bore  from  the  place  where  the  ilatue 
was  formed,  into  the  altar  where  it  was  placed.  Seve- 
ral youths  forming  a  circle,  and  joining  themfelves  toge*- 
tho:  by  means  of  arrows,  which  they  laid  hold  of  with 
their  hands,  the  one  by  the  head,  the  other  by  the  point, 
carried  before  the  litter  a  piece  of  paper  more  than  fif- 
teen perches  long,  on  which,  probably,  the  glorious  ac- 
tions of  that  falfe  divinity  were  reprefented,  and  vtHbich 
they  fung  to  the  found  c^mufical  inflruments. 

When  the  day  of  the  feftival  was  arrived,  in  the 
morning  they  made  a  great  facrifice  of  quails,  which  af- 
ter their  heads  were  twilled  off,  they  threw  at  the  foot 
of  the  altar.  The  firft  who  made  this  facrifice  was  the 
king,  after  him  the  priefts,  and  laftly,  the  people.  Of 
this  great  profufion  of  quails,  one  part  was  drefied  for 
the  king's  table,  and  thofe  of  the  priefts,  and  the  re^ 
nainder  was  referved  for  another  occafion*    fvery  per- 

fon 
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fon  who  was  prcfcnt  at  the  feftival,  carried  a  clay  ccn- 
fer,  and  a  quantity  of  bitumen  of  Judea,  to  bum  in  of- 
fering to  their  god^  and  all  the  coal  which  was  made 
ufc  of  was  afterwards  collefted  in  a  large  ftove  called 
Tlexidli.     On  account  of  this  ceremony  they  called  this 
fedival  the  incenftng  of  Htuizilopochtlu     Immediately  af- 
ter followed  the  dance  of  the  virgins  and  priefts.     The 
virgins  dyed  their  feces,  their  arms  were  adorned  with 
red  feathers,  on  their  heads  they  wore  garlands  of  cri(p 
leaves  of  maize,  and  in  their  hands  they  bore  canes  which 
were  cleft,  with  little  flags  of  cotton  or  paper  in  them. 
The  faces  of  the  priefts  were  dyed  black,  their  foreheads 
bound  with  little  fliields  of  paper,  and  their  lips  daubed 
with  honey,  they  covered  their  natural  parts  with  pa- 
per, and  fiach  held  a  fceptre,  at  the  extremity  of  wUch 
was  a  flower  made  of  feathers,  and  above  that  ano- 
ther tuft  of  feathers.     Upon  the  edge  of  the  ftove  two 
men  danced,  bearing  on  their  backs  certain  cages  of 
pine.     The  priefts  in  the  courfe  of  their  dancing,  from 
time  to  time,  touched  the  earth  with  the  extremity  of 
their  fceptres,  as  if  they  refted  themfelves  upon  them* 
All  thefe  ceremonies  had  their  particular  fignification, 
and  the  dance  on  account  of  the  feftival  at  which  it 
took  place  was  called  Toxcacbochclla.    In  another  fepa- 
rate  place,  the  court  and  military  people  danced.    The 
mufical  inftruments,  which  in  fome  dances  were  placed 
in  the  centre,  on  this  occafion  were  kept  without  and 
hid,  fo  that  the  found  of  them  was  heard  but  the  mu- 
ilcians  were  unfeen. 

One  year  before  this  feftival,  the  prifoner  who  was 
to  be  facrificcd  to  Huitzilopochtli,  to  which  prifoner 
they  gave  the  name  of  Ixteocale^  which  fignifies.  Wife 
Lord  of  Heaveuy  was  feleftcd  along  with  the  viftim  for 

Tczcatlipoca. 
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Tezcatlipoca.  Both  of  them  rambled  about  the  whole 
year;  with  this  difference  however,  that  the  vidim  of 
Tezcatlipoca  was  adored,  but  not  that  of  Huitzilo- 
pocfatli.  When  the  day  of  the  feftival  was  arrived, 
they  drefled  the  prifoner  in  a  curious  habit  of  painted 
paper,  and  put  on  his  head  a  mitre  made  of  the  feathers 
of  an  eagle,  with  a  plume  upon  the  top  of  it.  He  car- 
ried upon  his  back  a  fmall  net,  and  over  it  a  little  bag, 
and  in  this  drefs  he  mingled  himfelf  in  the  dance  of  the 
courtiers.  The  moft  Angular  thing  refpe^ng  this  pri- 
foner was,  that  although  he  was  doomed  to  die  on  that 
day,  yet  he  had  the  liberty  of  fixing  the  hour  of  the 
Sacrifice  himfelf.  Whenevei'  he  chofe  he  prefented 
himfelf  to  the  priefts,  in  whofe  arms,  and  not  upon 
the  altar,  the  facrificer  broke  his  breafl,  and  pulled  out 
his  heart.  When  the  facrifice  was  ended,  the  priefts 
began  a  great  dance,  which  continued  all  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  excepting  fome  intervals,  which  they  em- 
ployed to  repeat  the  incenfe*offerings.  At  this  fame 
feftival,  the  priefts  made  a  flight  cut  on  the  breaft  and 
on  the  belly  of  all  the  children  of  both  fexes  which 
were  bom  within  one  preceding  year.  This  wasjthc 
fign  or  character,  by  which  the  Mexican  nation  fpccially 
acknowledged  itfelf  confecrated  to  the  worfhip  of  its 
prote^ng  god ;  and  this  is  alfo  the  reafon  why  feveral 
authors  have  believed,  that  the  rite  of  circumcifion  was 
eftablifhed  among  the  Mexicans  (e).     But  if  poffibly 

the 

(/)  F.  Aco£t2i  fays,  that  **  i  MdTiczni  facri/Uavatio  ne*  lor  fanciulU  e  1'  orechie 
c  Q  membro  genitak  nel  che  iu  qualche  maniera  contra  ffacevano  la  circoiici« 
fione  de*  GiudeL*'  But  if  this  author  fpcaks  of  the  true  Mexicans,  that  is,  the 
lidceodants  of  the  ancient  Aztecas  who  founded  the  city  of  Mexico,  whole  hii^ 
tory  we  write,  his  aifcrtion  is  abfolutely  falfe;  for  after  the  moft  diligent  fetrch 
vd  enquiry,  there  is  not  the  ihudleil  veiUge  of  fuch  a  rite  to  be  found  aaiong 

then 
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the  people  of  Yucatan  and  the  Totonacas  ufed  this  rite, 
it  was  never  praAifed  by  the  Mexicans^  or  any  other 
nation  of  the  empire. 

In  the  fixth  month,  which  began  upon  the  fixth  of 
June,  the  third  feftival  of  the  god  TIaloc  was  celebrated. 
They  ftrewed  the  temple  in  a  curious  manner  with  ru(hes 
from  the  lake  of  Citlaltepec.  The  priefts  who  went  to 
fetch  them,  committed  various  hoftilities  upon  all  paflen- 

gcrs 

them.  If  he  (peaks  of  the  TotoDAcas,  who  by  haTing  been  fubje<ftt  of  the  king 
cf  Mexico,  are,  fay  fereral  authors,  called  Mexicans,  it  is  true,  that  they  ooade 
iuch  an  inciiion  on  children. 

The  indecent  and  lying  author  of  the  work,  entitled,  **  Recbercbes  FhtUfiphi^ 
^sfitr  Us  AmerUaitUy*  adopts  the  account  given  by  Aoofta,  and  makes  a  long 
difbourfc  on  die  origin  of  drcumcifion,  which  he  believes  to  have  been  invented 
by  the  Egyptians,  or  the  Ethiopians,  to  preferve  themfelves,  as  he  fays,  fron 
worms,  which  trouble  inhabitants  of  the  torrid  zone  who  are  not  drcumcifed* 
He  affirms,  that  the  Hebrews  learned  it  from  the  Egyptians,  and  that  at  firft 
it  was  a  mere  phyfical  remedy,  but  waa  afterwards  by  fanaticiihi  confUtuted  a 
religious  ceremony  :  that  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone  is  the  caufe  of  this  difor- 
der,  and  that  the  Mexicans,  and  other  nations  of  America,  in  order  to  free 
themfelves  from  it,  adopted  drcumcifion.  But  leaving  afide  the  falfends  of  his 
principles,  and  his  fondnefs  to  difcufs  minutely  every  fubjed  which  has  any  con- 
nexion with  obfcene  pleafures,  that  we  may  attend  to  that  only  -wduch  concerns 
our  hlftory,  we  aflert  that  no  traces  of  the  pradice  of  drcumcifion  have  ever 
been  found  among  the  Mexicans,  or  among  the  nations  fubjeded  by  them,  excqit 
the  Totonacas ;  nor  did  we  ever  hear  of  any  fuch  diflemper  of  worms  in  thefe 
countries,  though  they  are  all  fituated  imder  the  torrid  zone,  and  yrt  vifited 
lor  thirteen  years  all  kinds  cC  fick  perfons.  Befides,  if  heat  is  the  cacoSt  of  fuch 
a  diAemper,  it  ought  to  have  been  more  fre^ent  in  the  native  country  of  that 
author  than  in  the  inland  provinces  of  Mexico,  where  the  climate  is  more  tem- 
perate. M.  Mailer,  who  is  quoted  by  the  fame  author,  made  no  lefs  a  mif* 
take ;  in  his  Bifcourfe  on  Circumdfion,  inferted  in  the  Encyclopedia,  he,  front 
not  having  underftood  the  ezprefiions  of  Acofta,  believed  that  they  cut  the  ears 
and  the  parts  of  generation,  of  all  the  Mexican  children  entirely  off;  in  won- 
der at  which  he  aflcs,  if  it  was  poffible  that  many  of  them  could  remain  alive 
after  fo  cruel  an  operation  ?  But  if  we  had  believed  what  M.  Mailer  believed, 
we  would  rather  have  aficed  how  there  came  to  be  any  Mexicans  at  all  in  the 
world  ?  That  no  future  miftakes  may  be  committed  by  thofe  who  read  the  an- 
cient Spanlih  hiftorians  of  America,  it  is  neceflary  to  be  obferved,  that  when 
thefe  hiftorians  fay  that  the  Mexicans,  or  other  nadonsy<ifr^^the  tongue,  the 
cars,  or  any  other  member  of  the  body,  all  they  mean  by  it  is,  that  they  mader 
£bme  flight  indfion  in  thefe  members,  and  drew  fome  blood  from  them. 
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gm  whom  they  met  in  their  way,  plundering  them  of 
every  thing  they  had  about  them,  and  fometimes  even 
firipping  them  quite  naked,  and  beating  them  if  they 
made  any  reiiftance.     With  fuch  impunity  were  thefe 
priefts,  turned  aflaflms,  favoured,  that  they  not  only  rob- 
bed the  common  people,  but  even  carried  off  the  royal 
tributes  from  the  colleftors  of  them,,  if  they  chanced  to 
meet  with  them,  no  private  perfons  bcin^  allowed  to  make 
complaint  againft  them,  nor  the  king  to  punifh  them  for 
fach  enormities.  On  the  day  of  the  feftival,  they  all  eat  a 
certsun  kind  of  gruel  which  they  called  Eizalliy  from 
which  the  month  took  the  name  of  Eizalqualiztli.  They 
carried  to  the  temple  a  vaft  quantity  of  painted  paper 
and  elaftic  gum,  with  which  they  befmeared  the  paper 
and  the  cheeks  of  the  idol.     After  this  ridiculous  cere- 
mony, they  facrifieed  feveral  prifoners  who  were  clothed 
iQ  habits  the  fame  with  that  of  the  god  TIaloc,  and  his 
companions,  and  in  order  to  complete  the  fcene  of  their 
crudity,  the  pricfts,  attended  by  a  great  croud  of  people, 
went  in  veffels  to  a  certain  place  of  the  lake,  where  in 
former  times  there  was  a  whirlpool,  and  there  facrificed[ 
two  children  of  both  fexes,  by  drowning  them,  abng 
with  the  hearts  of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  facrifieed 
at  this  feftfval,  in  order  to  obtain  from  their  gods  the 
neceffary  rains  for  their  fields.     Upon  this  occafion, 
thofe  minifters  of  the  temple,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  that 
year,  had  either  been  negligent  in  office,  or  convifted  of 
fbmc  high  mifdemeanor  which  was  not,  however,  defcrv- 
ing  of  capital  punifhment,  were  Aripped  of  their  pried- 
bood,  and  received  a  chaftifement  fimilar  to  the  trick 
which  is  pradifed  on  feamen  the  firft  time  they  pafs  the 
line,  but  more  fevere,  as  by  being  repeatedly  ducked  in 
the  water  they  were  at  laft  fo  exhaufted,  it  became  necef- 

iary  to  carry  them  home  to  their  houfes  to  be  recovered,. 

In 
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In  the  fcventh  month,  which  began  upon  the  26th 
.of  June,  the  fcftival  of  Huixtocihuatl,  the  goddefe  of 
fait,  was  celebrated.  A  day  before  the  feftival  there 
was  a  great  dance  of  women,  who  danced  in  a  circle, 
joined  to  each  other  by  firings  or  cords  of  different 
flowers,  and  wearing  garlands  of  wormWbod  on  their 
heads.  A  female  prifoner,  clothed  in  the  habit  of  the 
idol  of  that  goddefs,  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
circle.  The  dancing  was  accompanied  with  finging,  in 
both  of  which  two  old  refpeftable  priefts  took  the  lead. 
This  dance  continued  the  whole  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing after,  the  dance  of  the  priefts  began,  and  lafted  the 
whole  day,  without  any  other  interruption  than  the  fa- 
crifice  of  prifoners.  The  priefts  wore  decent  garments, 
;^nd  held  in  their  hands  thofe  beautiful  yellow  flowers 
which  the  Mexicans  called  Cempoalxochitl^  and  many 
Europeans  Indian  Carnations  ;  at  fun-fet  they  made  the 
facrifice  of  the  female  prifoner,  and  concluded  the  fefti- 
val with  fumptuous  banquets. 

During  the  whole  of  this  month  the  Mexicans  made 
great  rejoicings.  They  wore  their  beft  dreflcs ;  dances 
and  amufements  in  their  gardens  were  frequent  \  the 
poems  which  they  fang  were  all  on  love,  or  fome  other 
equally  pleafing  fubjeft.  The  populace  went  a  hunt- 
ing in  the  mountains,  and  the  nobles  ufed  warlike  cx- 
crcifes  in  the  field,  and  fometimes  in  veflels  upon  the 
lake.  Thefc  rejoicings  of  the  nobility  procured  to  this^ 
month  the  name  of  Tecuilhuitlj  the  fcftival  of  the  lords, 
or  of  ^ecuilhuitontlij  thefmall  fcftival  of  the  lords,  as  it 
was  truly  fo,  in  comparifon  of  the  feftival  of  the  follow- 
ing month.  « 

In  the  eighth  month,  which  began  upon  the  16th 
day  of  July,  they  made  a  folcmn  fcftival  to  the  goddefs 

Centeotl^ 
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Cenieot/,  under  the  name  of  Xilonen ;  for  as  we  have 
abradj  mentioned,  they  changed  the  name  according 
to  the  date  of  the  maize.  On  this  feftival  they  called 
her  Xilonen  ;  becaufe  the  ear  of  maize,  while  the  grain 
was  ftill  tender,  was  called  Z/A?//.  The  feftival  continu- 
ed eight  days,  during  which  there  was  conftant  dancing 
in  the  temple  of  that  goddefs.  On  fuch  days,  the  king 
and  the  nobles  gave  away  meat  and  drink  to  the  popu- 
lace, both  of  which  were  placed  in  rows  in  the  under 
area  of  the  temple,  and  there  the  CbiampinoUi^  which 
was  one  of  their  mod  common  drinks,  was  given,  and 
aUb  the  Tamallij  which  was  pafte  of  maize,  made  into 
finall  rolls,  and  alfo  other  provifions,  of  which  we  fhall 
treat  hereafter.  Prefents  were  made  to  the  pricfts,  and 
the  nobles  invited  each  other  reciprocally  to  entertain- 
ments, and  prefented  each  other  with  gold,  filver,  beau- 
tiful feathers,  and  curious  animals.  They  fung  the 
glorious  a^ons  of  their  anceftors,  and  boafted  of  the 
noblenefs  and  antiquity  of  their  families.  At  fun-fet, 
when  the  fcafting  of  the  populace  was  ended,  the  priefts 
had  their  dance  which  continued  four  hours,  and  on 
that  account  there  was  a  fplendid  illumination  in  the  - 
temple.  The  faft  day  was  celebrated  with  the  dance  of 
the  nobility  and  the  military,  among  whom  danced  alfo 
a  female  prifoner,  who  reprefcntcd  that  goddefs,  and 
was  facrificed  after  the  dance  along  with  the  other  pri- 
foners.  Thus  the  feftival,  as  well  as  the  month,  had 
the  name  of  Hueitecuilhuitl^  that  is,  the  great  feftival  of 
the  lords. 

In  the  ninth  month,  which  began  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  fecond  feftival  of  Huitzilopochtli  was  kept ; 
on  which,  befides  the  ufual  ceremonies,  they  adorned  all 
the  idols  with  flowers ;  not  only  thofe  which  were  wor- 

VoL.  II.  L  (hipped 
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(hipped  in  the  tetnple^,  but  likewife  thofe  ^hicfa  fSiicf 
had  fbr  private  devotion  in  their  hoofes ;  fVom  whence 
the  month  was  called  TUncochimaco.  The  night  preced- 
ing the  feftival  was  employed  in  prepariiig  the  meats 
which  thejr  eat  next  day  with  the  greatcft  jubilee.  The 
nobles  of  both  fcxes  danced  together,  the  arms  of  the 
one  refting  on  the  (houlders  of  the  other.  This  dance, 
which  laded  until  the  evening,  finifhed  with  the  facrifice 
bf  fome  prifoncrs.  In  this  month  alfo  the  feftival  of  Ja- 
cateuaii,  the  god  of  commence  was  held,  accompanied 
with  facrifices. 

In  the  tenth  motith,  the  beginning  of  whidi  was  oti 
the  ^5th  of  Auguft,  they  kept  the  feftival  of  Huh- 
ieudlij  god  of  fire.  In  the  preceding  months,  the  pricfts 
"brought  out  of  the  woods  a  large  tree,  which  they  fet- 
ed in  the  under  area  of  the  temple.  The  day  before 
the  feftival  they  ftripped  off  its  branches  and  bark,  and 
adorned  it  with  painted  paper,  and  from  that  time  it 
was  reverenced  as  the  image  of  XiuhtcuftlL  The  own>. 
ers  of  the  prifonets  which  were  to  be  facrificed  on  thh 
occafion,  dyed  their  bodies  with  red  ochre,  to  rcfemble 
fa  fbme  meafUre  the  colour  of  fii-e,  a^d  were  dreffed 
fa  their  bcft  garments.  They  went  to  the  temple^  ac- 
companied by  their  prifoncrs,  and  palTcd  the  whole 
night  in  finging  and  dancing  with  them.  The  day  of 
the  feftival  being  arrived,  and  alfo  the  hour  of  the  fa- 
crifice, they  tied  the  hands  and  feet  of  the  vrftims,  and 
fprmkled  the  powder  of  Jauhtii  (/)  in  their  feces,  fa 

order 

(/)  The  JawMi  it  a  pisnt  wIk^  ftem  !•  about  a  dibit  kii%,  iu  ieavea  are 
fimUar  to  thofe  of  the  willow,  but  indented,  its  flowon  are  yellow  and  the 
roou  thin.  The  flowerf,  at  well  as  the  other  parts  of  the  plant,  have  the  lame 
findl  and  tafte  as  thofe  of  the  anife.  It  is  very  oPsftil  in  mediant,  and  the 
Mexican  phyficians  applied  it  in  differed  diitempcn ;  it  was  aUb  made  tfc  of 
fbr  many  fuperfUtious  ends. 
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tnler  to  deaden  their  feqfes,  that  their  tonneats  might 
bclefi  paioful.  Then  they  began  the  d^nce>  each  with 
hii  vi&im  upon  his  back,  and  one  after  the  other  threw 
them  mto  a  large  fire  kindled  m  the  areaj  from  which 
they  foon  after  drew  them  with  hooks  of  wood«  to 
craiplete  the  facrifice  upon  the  altar  in  the  ordinary 
way.  The  Me^cans  gaye  tp  this  month  the  name  of 
Xocoimetziy  which  fignifies  the  maturity  of  the  fruits. 
The  Tlafcalans  called  the  ninth  month  Miccailbeuitl^  or 
the  fefUval  of  the  dead  \  becaufe  in  it  they  made  obla- ' 
tions  for  the  fouls  of  the  deceafed ;  and  the  tenth  month 
Hueimicmlbuitl^  ox  the  grand  feftival  of  the  dead  j  be- 
caufe in  that  they  wore  mournings  and  naade  lamenta- 
tioo  for  the  death  of  their  anceftors* 

Rve  days  before  the  commencement  of  the  eleventh 
vionth,  which  began  cm  the  14th  of  September^  all 
feftiyals  ceafed.  During  the  firft  eight  days  of  the 
mouthy  was  a  dance,  but  without  mufic  or  fiqging; 
every  one  dire^ng  his  movements  according  to  his  own 
pleafure.  After  this  period  was  elapfed^  they  dothed 
a  female  prifoner  in  the  habit  of  Teteoinan,  or  the  mo- 
ther of  the  gcylsy  whofe  feflival  was  celebrating ;  the 
prifoner  was  attended  by  many  women^  and  particular- 
ly by  the  midwives,  who  for  four  whole  days  exnployed 
then^lves  to  amufe  and  comfort  her.  When  the  prin- 
cipal day  of  the  fcftival  was  arrived,  they  led  this  wo- 
man to  the  upper  area  of  the  temple  of  that  goddefs, 
where  they  faai^ed  her ;  but  this  was  not  performed 
in  die  ufual  mode,  nor  upon  the  common  altar  where 
other  vi^ms  were  fkcrificed,  for  they  beheaded  her 
iqxm  the  fhould^^  of  another  woman,  and  ftripped  her 
ikin  off,  which  a  youth,  with  ^  numerous  attendance, 
ouTied  to  prefeat  tp  the  idol  pf  Huitzilopochtli,  in  me- 
mory 
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mory  of  the  inhuman  facrificc  which  their  anceftors  had 
made  of  the  princefs  of  Colhuacan ;  but  before  it  was 
prefented,  thejr  lacrificed  in  the  ufual  mode  four  pri- 
foners,  in  memory,  as  is  probable,  of  the  four  Xochi- 
milcan  prifoners  which  they  had  facrificed  during  their 
captivity  in  Colhuacan.  In  this  month  they  made  a  re- 
view of  their  troops,  and  cnlifted  thofe  youths  who 
were  deftincd  to  the  profefHon  of  arms,  and  who,  in 
future  were  to  ferve  in  war  when  there  fliould  be  occa- 
fion.  All  the  nobles  and  the  populace  fwept  the  tem- 
ples, on  which  account  this  month  took  the  name  of 
Ochpaniztli^  which  fignifies,  a /weeping.  They  cleaned 
and  mended  the  ftreets,  and  repaired  the  aqueduAs  and 
their  houfes,  all  which  labours  were  attended  with  many 
fuperftitious  rites. 

In  the  twelfth  month,  which  began  upon  the  4th  of 
Oftober,  they  celebrated  the  feftival  of  the  arrival  of 
the  gods,  which  they  expreflcd  by  the  word  Teotleco^ 
which  name  alfo  they  gave  to  both  the  month  and  the 
feftival.  On  the  i6th  day  of  this  month,  they  covered 
all  the  temples,  and  the  corner  ftones  of  the  ftreets  of 
the  city  with  green  branches.  On  the  i8th,  the  gods, 
according  to  their  accounts,  began  to  arrive,  the  firft  of 
whom  was  the  great  god  Tezcatlipoca.  They  fpread 
before  the  door  of  the  fanftuary  of  this  god  a  mat  made 
of  the  palm-tree,  and  fprinkled  upon  it  fome  powder  of 
maize.  The  high-prieft  ftood  in  watch  all  the  preced- 
ing night,  and  went  frequently  to  look  at  the  mat,  and 
as  foon  as  he  difcovered  any  footfteps  upon  the  powder, 
which  had  been  trod  upon,  no  doubt,  by  fome  other 
deceitful  prieft,  he  began  to  cry  out,  "  Our  great  god  is 
**  now  arrived.*'  All  the  other  priefts,  with  a  great 
croud  of  peopte,  repaired  there  to  adore  him,  and  ce- 
lebrate 
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Icbrate  his  arrival  with  hymns  and  dances,  which  were 
repeated  all  the  reft  of  the  night.  On  the  two  days  fol- 
lowing, other  gods  fucceffively  arrived,  and  on  the  twen- 
tieth and  laft  day,  when  they  believed  that  all  their 
gods  were  come,  a  number  of  youths  dreflcd  in  the 
form  of  various  monfters,  danced  around  a  large  fire, 
into  which,  from  time  to  time,  they  threw  prifoners, 
who  were  there  confumed  as  burnt  facrifices.  At  fun- 
fet  they  made  great  entertainments,  at  which  they  drank 
more  than  ufual,  imagining,  that  the  wine  with  which 
they  filled  their  bellies,  would  ferve  to  waih  the  feet  of 
their  gods.  To  fuch  exccflcs  did  the  barbarous  fuper- 
ftition  of  thofe  people  lead!  Nor  was  the  ceremony 
which  they  praftifed,  in  order  to  preferve  their  chil- 
dren from  the  evil  which  they  dreaded  from  one  of  their 
gods,  lefs  extravagant :  this  was  the  cuftom  of  fticking 
a  number  of  feathers  on  their  fhoulders,  their  arms, 
and  legs,  by  means  of  turpentine. 

In  the  thirteenth  month,  which  began  on  the  24th 
of  Oftober,  the  feftival  of  the  gods  of  water  and  the 
mountains,  was  celebrated.  The  name  TepcHhuitl^ 
which  was  given  to  this  month,  fignified  only  the  fefti- 
val of  the  mountains.  They  made  little  mountains  of 
paper,  on  which  they  placed  fome  little  ferpents  made 
of  wood,  or  of  roots  of  trees,  and  certain  fmall  idols 
called  Ehecatoloniitij  covered  with  a  particular  pafte. 
They  put  both  upon  the  altars  and  worfliipped  them,  as 
the  images  of  the  gods  of  the  mountains,  fung  hynms  to 
them,  and  prefented  copal  and  meats  to  them.  The 
prifoners  who  were  facrificed  at  this  feftival  were  five  in 
number,  one  man  and  four  women  ;  to  each  of  which  a 
particular  name  was  given,  alluding,  probably,  to  fome 
myftery  of  which  we  are  ignorant.    They  clothed  them 

in 
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in  painted  papcr^  which  was  bdfmeared  with  elailie 
gum,  and  carried  them  in  proceflion  in  litters^  after 
which  they  facrificed  them  in  the  ufual  manner. 

In  the  fourteenth  month,  which  commenced  on  the 
13th  of  November,  was  the  feftival  of  Mixcoatl,  god- 
defs  of  the  chace.  It  was  preceded  by  four  days  of 
rigid  and  general  £i(Ung,  accompanied  with  the  tSoBon 
of  blood,  during  which  time  they  made  arrows  and 
darts  for  the  fupply  of  their  arfenals,  and  ajfo  cert^ii) 
finall  arrows  which  they  placed  together  with  pieces  of 
pine,  and  fome  meats,  upon  the  tombs  of  their  relations^ 
and  after  one  day  burned  them.  When  the  fail  was 
over,  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  and  Tlatelolco  went 
oat  to  a  general  chace  in  one  of  the  neighbouring  moun^ 
tains,  and  all  the  animals  which  they  caught  were 
brought,  with  great  rejoicings  to  Meidco,  where  tbcj 
were  facrificed  to  Mixcoatl ;  the  king  himfelf  was  pre*- 
fent  not  only  at  the  (acrifice,  but  likewife  at  the  chtcc. 
They  gave  to  this  month  the  name  of  ^jticbolliy  be- 
caufe  at  this  feafon  the  beautiful  bird  which  w^it 
amongft  them  by  that  name,  and  l^  many  called  Jlam* 
niingo^  made  its  appearance  on  the  banks  of  the  Mexi* 
<aa  lake. 

In  the  fifteenth  month,  the  beginning  of  which  was 
on  the  3d  day  of  December,  the  third  and  principal 
feftival  of  Huitzilopocbtii  and  his  brother,  was^relebrat- 
ed.  On  the  firft  day  of  the  month,  the  priefts  formed 
two  ftatues  of  thpfe  two  gods,  of  different  feeds  patted 
tqgether,  with  the  blood  of  children  that  had  been  fa- 
crificed, in  which  in  the  place  of  bones  they  fubftituted 
pieces  of  the  wood  of  acacia.  They  placed  thrfe  fta- 
tues upon  the  principal  altar  of  the  temple,  and  during 
the  whole  of  that  night  the  priefts  kept  watch*    The 

day 
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day  followliig,  they  gare  their. benediction  to  the  Ila- 
toe$,  and  alio  to  a  fmall  quantity  of  water  which  was 
prefer  vcd  in  the  temple  for  the  pnrpoTe  of  being  fprink- 
led  on  the  face  of  any  new  king  of  Mexico,  and  of  the 
general  of  their  armies  after  their  elcftion ;  but  the 
general,  befides  bdng  befprinkled,  was  required  to  drink 
ft.  As  foon  as  the  ftatues  were  confecrated  by  this  be- 
nedifBon,  the  dance  of  both  fexes  began,  and  continued 
all  the  month  for  three  or  four  hours  every  day.  Dur* 
mg  the  whole  of  the  month  a  great  deal  of  blood  was 
(bed ;  and  four  days  before  the  feflival,  the  mafters  of 
the  prifoners  whidi  were  to  be  facrificed,  and  which 
were  felefted  for  the  occafion,  obferved  a  faft,  and  had 
their  bodies  painted  of  various  colours.  In  the  mom-^ 
ing  t>f  the  twentieth  day,  on  which  the  feftival  was  held, 
a  grand  and  folemn  proce£ion  was  made.  A  prieft 
bearing  a  fcrpcnt  of  wood,  which  he  raifed  high  up  in 
his  hands,  called  E^amitly  and  which  was  the  badge  of 
the  gods  of  war,  went  firft,  with  another  prieft  bearing 
a  ftandard,  fuch  as  they  nfed  in  their  armies.  After 
them  came  a  thh^d  prieft,  who  carried  the  ftatuc  of  the 
god  Painalton,  the  vicar  of  Huitzilopochtli.  Then 
came  the  viftims  after  the  other  pricfts,  and  laftly,  the 
pMple.  The  proccflbn  fet  out  from  the  greater  tem- 
ple, towards  the  dlfbift  of  Tectlachto^  where  it  flopped, 
while  two  prifoners  of  war,  and  fomc  purchafed  flaves 
were  fecrificed ;  they  proceeded  next  to  Thitelolco, 
Pbpotla,  and  Chapoltcpec,  from  whence  they  returned 
to  the  city,  and  after  having  pafled  through  other  dif- 
trids,  re-entered  the  temple. 

This  circuit  of  nine  or  ten  miles,  which  they  per* 
formed,  confumed  the  greateft  part  of  the  day,  and  at 
all  the  places  where  they  flopped,  they  faaificed  quails, 

and. 


88  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

2ndy  probably,  feme  prifoners  alfo.  When  they  arriv- 
ed at  the  temple,  they  placed  the  ftatue  of  Paioaltoo^ 
and  the  ftandard,  upon  the  altar  of  Huitzilopochtli ;  the 
king  offered  incenfe  to  the  two  ftatues  of  feeds,  and 
then  ordered  another  procefEon  to  be  made  round  the 
temple,  at  the  conduiion  of  which  they  facrificed  the 
reft  of  the  prifoners  and  (laves*  Thefe  facrifices  were 
made  at  the  clofe  of  day.  That  night  the  priefts  kept 
watch,  and  the  next  morning  they  carried  the  ftatue  in 
pafte  of  Huitzilopochtli  to  a  great  hall,  which  was  with- 
in the  precinfts  of  the  temple,  and  there  in  the  pre- 
fence  only  of  the  king,  four  principal  priefts,  and  four 
fuperiors  of  the  feminaries,  the  prieft  QuetzalcoatI,  who 
was  the  chief  of  the  Tlamacazqui,  or  penance-doers, 
threw  a  dart  at  the  ftatue,  which  pierced  it  through  and 
through.  They  then  faid,  that  their  god  was  dead. 
One  of  the  principal  priefts  cut  out  the  heart  of  the 
ftatue,  and  gave  it  to  the  king  to  eat.  The  body  was 
divided  into  two  parts  }  one  of  which  was  given  to  the 
people  of  Tlatelolco,  and  the  other  to  the  Mexicans. 
The  fliare  was  again  divided  into  four  parts,  for  the 
four  quarters  of  the  city,  and  each  of  thefe  four  parts 
into  as  many  minute  particles  as  there  were  men  in 
each  quarter.  This  ceremony  they  expreffed  by  the 
word  Teocualoy  which  fignifies,  the  god  to  be  eaten.  The 
women  never  tafted  this  facred  pafte,  probably,  becaufe 
they  had  no  concern  with  the  profeffion  of  arms.  We 
are  ignorant,  whether  or  not  they  made  the  fame  ufe  of 
the  ftatue  of  Tlacahuepan.  The  Mexicans  gave  to  this 
month  the  name  of  Panqmtzaliztlij  which  fignifies,  the 
raifing  of  the  ftandard,  alluding  to  the  one  which  they 
carried  in  the  above  proccflion.    In  this  month  they 

employed 
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employed  themfelves  in  renewing  the  boundaries,  and 
repairing  the  inclofures  of  their  fields. 

In  the  fifteenth  month,  which  began  upon  the  23d 
of  December,  the  fifth  and  laft  fcftival  of  the  gods  of 
water,  and  the  mountains,  took  place.  They  prepared 
for  it  with  the  ufual  aufterities,  by  making  oblations  of 
copal  and  other  aromatic  gums.  They  formed  little 
figures  of  the  mountains,  which  they  confccratcd  to 
tbofe  gods,  and  certain  little  idols  made  of  the  pafte  of 
various  eatable  feeds,  of  which  when  they  had  wor- 
(hipped  them,  they  opened  the  breads,  and  cut  out  the 
hearts,  with  a  weaver's  (hut tie,  and  afterwards  cut  oS\ 
their  heads,  in  imitation  of  the  rites  of  the  facrifices. 
The  body  was  divided  by  the  heads  of  families  amongft 
their  domeftics,  in  order  that  by  eating  them  they  might 
be  preferved  fix)m  certain  diftempers,  to  which  thofe 
perfons  who  were  negligent  of  worfhip  to  thofe  deities 
conceived  themfelves  to  be  fubjeft.  They  burned  the 
habits  in  which  they  had  dreiled  the  fmall  idols,  and 
preferved  the  afties  with  the  utmoft  care  in  their  ora- 
tories, and  alfo  the  veflels  in  which  the  images  had  been 
formed.  Befides  thefe  rites,  which  were  ufually  ob- 
ferved  in  private  houfes,  they  made  fome  facrifices  of 
human  vidims  in  the  temple.  For  four  days  preceding 
the  feflival,  a  ftrift  fad  was  obferved,  accompanied  with 
the  efifufion  of  blood.  This  month  was  called  Afe^ 
viozflij  which  fignifies  the  defcent  of  the  water,  for  a 
reafon  which  we  will  immediately  mention  (f). 

Voi-.II.  M  In 

(g)  Maitino  di  Leone,  a  Dominican,  makes  Atmoxtlr  fignifys  the  akar  of  the 
gods ;  hut  the  name  of  the  altar  is  Ttommmoztli,  not  Atemo%tli.  Boturini  pre- 
toids  that  the  name  is  a  contradion  of  AieomomoKtU,  hut  fuch  contradions  oh- 
taioed  not  among  the  Mexicans ;  hefides  the  figure  of  this  month  which  repre- 
fatts  water  falling  obliquely  upon  the  fteps  of  an  edifices  expreiTet  exadly  the 
idcent  of  water  fignified  by  the  word  Aumomtii, 
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In  the  feventeenth  month,  which  began  upon  the 
12th  of  January,  they  celebrated  the  feftival  of  the 
goddefs  Ilamaten^.  A  female  prifoner  was  felefted 
to  reprefent  her,  and  was  clothed  in  the  habit  of  her 
idol.  They  made  her  dance  alone  to  a  tune  which  fome 
old  priefts  fung  to  her,  and  (he  was  permitted  to  ex- 
prefs  her  affliftion  at  her  approaching  death,  which, 
however,  was  efteemed  a  bad  omen  from  other  vi£Hms» 
At  fun-fet,  on  the  day  of  the  feftival,  the  priefts 
adorned  with  the  enfigns  of  various  gods,  facrificed  her 
m  the  ufual  manner,  and  afterwards  cut  off  her  head, 
when  one  of  the  priefts,  taking  it  in  his  hand,  began 
a  dance,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  the  reft.  The 
priefts,  during  this  feftival,  made  a  race  down  the 
ftairg  of  the  temple ;  and  the  folbwing  day  the  popu- 
lace  entertained  themfelves  with  a  game  fimilar  to  the 
Lupercalia  of  the  Romans ;  for  running  through  the 
ftreets,  they  beat  all  the  women  they  me;t  with  little 
bags  of  hay.  In  this  fame  month  they  kept  the  feftival 
of  Mi£^lanteu£^li,  god  of  hell,  on  which  they  made  a 
BoAumal  facrifice  of  a  prifoner,  and  alfo  the  fecond 
feftival  of  Jacateuftli,  god  of  the  merchants.  The 
name  7/////,  which  they  gave  to  this  month,  fignifies 
the  conftringent  power  of  the  feafon  which  the  cold 
occaiions  (b)^ 

In  the  eighteenth  and  kift  months  which  began  on 

the  firft  of  February,  the  fecond  feftival  oi  the  god  of 

fre  was  held.     On  the  tenth  day  of  this  month,  the 

whole  of  the  Mexican  youth  went  out  to  the  chace, 

not  only  of  wild   beafts  in  the  woods,  but   alfo   to 

catch  the  birds  of  the  lake.     On  the  iixteenth,  the  fire 

of  the  temple  and  private  houfes  was  extinguiftied,  and 

they 

(b)  The  above  author  fays,  that  Tt^l  fignifies  our  belly;  but  all  thofe  who 
andcriUnd  the  Mexican  language  know  that  fuch  a  name  would  be  a  foledfin. 
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tliej  kindled  it  anew  before  the  idol  of  that  god,  which 
tbejr  adorned  on  the  occafion,  with  gems  and  beautiful 
feathers.  The  hunters  prefented  all  their  fpoils  to  the 
piiefts,  one  part  of  which  was  confumed  in  burnt-offer- 
ings to  their  gods,  and  the  other  was  facrificed,  and  af- 
terwards drefled  for  the  tables  of  the  nobility  and  priefts. 
The  women  made  oblations  of  Tamalliy  which  they  af- 
terwards diflributed  among  the  hunters.  One  of  the 
ceremonies  obferved  upon  this  occaiion  was  that  of  bor* 
ing  the  cars  of  all  the  children  of  each  fex,  and  putting 
car-rings  in  them.  But  the  greateft  Angularity  attend- 
ing this  feftival  was  that  not  a  fingle  human  victim  was 
.^crificcd  at  it. 

They  celebrated  Hkewife  in  this  month  the  fecond  fef- 
tival of  the  mother  of  the  gods,  refpefting  which,  how- 
ever, we  know  nothing  except  the  ridiculous  cuftom  of 
lifting  up  the  children  by  the  ears  into  the  air,  from  a 
belief  that  they  would  thereby  become  higher  in  flature. 
With  regard  to  the  name  Izcalliy  which  they  gave  to 
this  month,  we  are  unable  to  give  any  explanation  (/)• 

After  the  eighteen  months  of  the  Mexican  year  were 
onnpleted  on  the  20th  of  February,  upon  the  2jft  the 
five  days  called  Nemoniemi  commenced,  during  which 
days  no  feftival  was  celebrated,  nor  any  enterprife  un- 
dertaken, becaufe  they  were  reckoned  dies  infausti^  or 
unlucky  days.  The  child  that  happened  to  be  bom  on 
any  of  thefe  days,  if  it  was  a  boy,  got  the  name  of  jNJ?- 
moqmcbtli^  ufelefs  man ;  if  (he  was  a  girl,  received  the 
name  of  Neruibuatlj  ufelefs  woman. 

Among  the  feftivals  annually  celebrated,  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  were  thofe  of  feoKihuitl^  ot  divine  years,  of  which 

kind 

(I)  JxcMin  fignifiet,  Behold  the  houfe.  The  interpretationi  given  by  Toc>- 
^[BCB»da  and  Leone  are  too  violent* 
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kind  were  all  thofc  years  which  had  the  rabbit  for  their 
denominative  charafter.  The  facrifices  were  on  fnch 
occafions  more  numerous,  the  oblations  more  abundant, 
and  the  dances  more  folemn,  efpecially  in  Tlafcala,  in 
Huexotzinco,  and  Cholula.  In  like  manner,  the  fefti- 
vals  at  the  beginning  of  every  period  of  thirteen  years 
were  attended  with  more  pomp  and  gravity ;  that  is,  in 
the  years  i  TochtUj  i  Acail^  i  Tecpatly  and  i  CalU. 

But  the  feftival  which  was  celebrated  every  fifty-two 
years,  was  by  far  the  moft  fplendid  and  moft  folemn,  not 
only  among  the  Mexicans,  but  likewife  among  all  the 
nations  of  that  empire,  or  who  were  neighbouring  to  it. 
On  the  laft  night  of  their  century,  they  extinguifhed  the 
fire  of  all  the  temples  and  houfes,  and  broke  their  vef- 
fels,  earthen  pots,  and  all  other  kitchen  utenfils,  prepar- 
ing themfelves  in  this  manner  for  the  end  of  the  world, 
which  at  the  termination  of  each  century  they  expefted 
with  terror.  The  priefts,  clothed  in  various  dreflTes 
and  enfigns  of  their  gods,  and  accompanied  by  a  vait 
croud  of  people,  iffued  from  the  temple  out  of  the  city, 
direfting  their  way  towards  the  mountain  Huixachtlaj 
near  to  the  city  of  Iztapalapan,  upwards  of  fix  miles  dif- 
tant  from  the  capital.  They  regulated  their  journey  in 
fome  meafure  by  x)bfervation  of  the  ftars,  in  order  that 
they  might  arrive  at  the  mountain  a  little  before  mid- 
night, on  the  top  of  which  the  new  fire  was  to  be  kin- 
dled. In  the  mean  while,  the  people  remained  in  the 
utmoft  fufpenfe  and  folicitude,  hoping  on  the  one  hand  to 
find  from  the  new  fire  a  new  century  granted  to  man- 
kind, and  fearing  on  the  other  hand,  the  total  deftnic- 
tion  of  mankind,  if  the  fire,  by  divine  interference,  Ihould 
not  be  permitted  to  kindle.  Hufbands  covered  the 
faces  of  their  pregnant  wives  with  the  leaves  of  the  aloe, 

and 
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and  fiiut  them  up  in  granaries  j  becaufe  they  were  afraid 
that  they  would  be  converted  into  wild  beafts  and  would 
devour  them.  They  alfo  covered  the  faces  of  children 
in  that  way,  and  did  not  allow  them  to  fleep,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  transformed  into  mice.  All  thofe  who 
did  not  go  out  with  the  priefts,  mounted  upon  terraces, 
to  obfcrve  from  thence  the  event  of  the  ceremony.  The 
office  of  kindling  the  fire  on  this  occafion  belonged  exclu- 
fivcly  to  a  prieft  of  Copolco^  one  of  the  diftrifts  of  the  city. 
The  inftruments  for  this  purpofe  were,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned,  two  pieces  of  wood,  and  the  place  on  which 
the  fire  was  produced  from  them,  was  the  bread  of  fomc 
brave  prifoner  whom  they  facrificed.  As  foon  as  the  fire 
was  kindled,  they  all  at  once  exclaimed  with  joy  ;  and  a 
great  fire  was  made  on  the  mountain  that  it  might  be 
fecn  from  afar,  in  which  they  afterwards  burned  the  vic- 
tim whom  they  had  facrificed.  Immediately  they  took 
up  portions  of  the  facred  fire,  and  fbovc  with  each  other 
who  fhould  carry  it  moft  fpeedily  to  their  houfes.  The 
pricfls  carried  it  to  the  greater  temple  of  Mexico,  from 
whence  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  capital  were  fupplied 
with  it.  During  the  thirteen  days  which  followed  the 
renewal  of  the  fire,  which  were  the  intercalary  days,  in- 
terpofed  between  the  paft  and  enfuing  century  to  adjuft 
the  year  with  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  they  employed  them- 
felves  in  repairing  and  whitening  the  public  and  private 
buildings,  and  in  fumifhing  themfelves  with  new  drefles 
and  domeflic  utenfils,  in  order  that  every  thing  might 
be  new,  or  at  leaft  appear  to  be  fo,  upon  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  century.  On  the  firft  day  of  that 
year,  and  of  that  century,  which  as  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, correfponded  to  the  26th  of  February,  for  no 
perfon  was  it  lawful  to  tafte  water  before  mid-day.  At 
that  hour  the  facrifices  began,  the  number  of  which  was 

fuited 


94  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

fuited  to  the  grandeur  of  the  feftival.  Every  place  re- 
founded  with  the  voice  of  gladneis  and  mutual  congratu- 
lations on  account  of  the  new  century  which  heaven  had 
granted  to  them.  The  illuminations  made  during  the 
firfl  nights  were  extremely  magnificent ;  their  ornaments 
of  drefs,  their  entertainments,  dances,  and  public  games, 
were  fuperiorly  folcmn.  Amongft  the  laft,  amidft  an 
immenfe  concourfe  of  people,  and  the  moil  lively  demon- 
ftrations  of  joy,  the  game  of  the  flyers^  which  we  ihall 
defcrlbe  in  another  place,  was  exhibited ;  in  which  die 
number  of  flyers  were  four,  and  the  number  of  turns 
which  each  made  in  his  flight,  thirteen,  which  fignified 
the  four  periods  of  thirteen  years,  of  which  the  century 
was  compofed. 

What  we  have  hitherto  related  concerning  the  fefti- 
vals  of  the  Mexicans,  clearly  evinces  their  fuperftiticms 
jchara£^er ;  but  it  will  appear  ftill  more  evident  from  the 
account  we  are  now  to  give  of  the  rites  which  they  6b- 
ferved  upon  the  birth  of  children,  at  their  marriages, 
and  at  funerals. 

As  foon  as  a  child  was  bom,  the  midwife,  after  cuttbg 
*the  naveUftring,  and  burying  the  fecundine,  bathed  it, 
faying  thefe  words ;  Receive  the  water  /  for  the  gaddefs 
Chalchiuhcucje  is  thy  mother.  May  this  bath  cleanfe  the 
fpots  which  thou  beareitfrom  the  womb  of  thy  mother ^  pu^ 
rify  thy  heart  and  give  thee  a  good  and  perfect  life.  Then 
addrefling  her  prayer  to  that  goddefs,  flie  demanded  in 
iimilar  words  the  fame  favour  from  her ;  and  taking  up 
the  water  again  with  her  right  hand,  ihe  blew  upon  it^ 
and  wet  the  mouth,  head,  and  breaft  of  the  child  with 
it,  and  after  bathing  the  whole  of  its  body,  fhe  faid : 
May  the  invijible  God  defcend  upon  this  water ^  and  cleanfe 
thee  of  every  fin  and  impurity^  and  free  thee  from  evilfor^ 
tune :  and  then  taming  to  the  child,  (he  fpokc  to  it  thus ; 

Lovely 


/ 
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Lovefy  cbildy  the  gods  OmeteuAIi  and  OmecihuatI  have 
created  ibee  in  the  highest  place  of  heaven^  in  order  to  fend 
thee  into  the  world  ;  but  know  that  the  life  on  which  thou 
art  entering  is  fad ^  fearful^  and  full  cfuneafinefs  and  nu- 
feries :  nor  wilt  thou  be  able  to  eat  thy  bread  without  la-- 
hour  :  May  God  qffist  thee  in  the  many  adverfities  which 
await  thee.  This  ceremony  was  concluded  with  congra- 
tulations to  the  parents  and  relations  of  the  child.  If  it 
was  the  fon  of  the  king,  or  of  any  great  lord,  the  chief 
^  his  fubje£b  came  to  congratulate  the  father,  and  to 
wifh  the  higheft  profpcrity  to  his  child  (J:). 

When  the  firft  bathing  was  done,  the  diviners  were 
confulted  concerning  the  fortune  of  the  child,  for  which 
purpofe  they  were  informed  of  the  day  and  hour  of  it* 
birth.  They  confidered  the  nature  of  the  fign  of  that 
day,  and  the  ruling  iign  of  that  period  of  thirteen  days 
to  which  it  belonged,  and  if  it  was  born  at  midnight, 
two  figns  concurred,  that  is,  the  Iign  of  the  day  which 
was  juft  concluding,  and  that  of  the  day  which  was  juft 
beginning.  After  having  made  their  obfervations,  they 
pronounced  the  good  or  bad  fortune  of  the  child.  If  it 
was  bad,  and  if  the  fifth  day  after  its  birth-day,  on  which 
the  fecond  bathing  was  ufually  performed,  was  one  of 
the  dies  infausti^  the  ceremony  was  poftponcd  until  a  more 

favourable 


{t)  In  Guatemala,  and  other  forroiinding  pro^ces,  the  births  of  male  chil- 
dren  were  celebrated  with  much  folemnity  and  fuperfUtion.  As  foon  as  the 
Ion  was  bom  a  turkey  was  faaificed.  The  bathing  was  performed  in  feme 
fountain,  or  river,  where  they  made  oblations  of  copal,  and  Oicrifices  of  parrots. 
The  navel  firing  was  cut  upon  an  ear  of  mai2e,  and  with  a  new  knife,  which 
was  immediately  after  caft  into  the  river.  They  fowed  the  feeds  of  that  ear, 
and  attended  to  its  growth  with  the  utmoft  care,  as  if  it  had  been  a  (acred 
thing.  What  was  reaped  from  this  feed  was  divided  into  three  parts ;  one  o£ 
which  was  given  to  the  diviner ;  of  another  part  they  made  pap  for  the  child, 
and  the  reft  was  preferved  until  the  (ame  child  ihould  be  old  enough  to  be  able 
tofow  jt. 


96  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

£ciyoarabIe  occafion«  To  the  fccond  bathing,  which  wsifs 
a  more  folemn  rite,  all  the  relations  and  friends,  and 
fome  young  boys  were  invited ;  and  if  the  parents  were 
in  good  circumftances,  they  gave  great  entertainments, 
and  made  prefents  of  apparel  to  all  the  guefls.  If  the 
father  of  the  child  was  a  military  perfon,  he  prepared  for 
this  ceremony  a  little  bow,  four  arrows,  and  a  little  ha- 
bit, refembling  in  make  that  which  the  child,  when 
grown  up,  would  wear.  If  he  was  a  countryman,  or  an 
artift^  he  prepared  fome  inftruments  belonging  to  his  art, 
proportioned  in  fize  to  the  infancy  of  the  child.  If  the 
child  was  a  girl,  they  fumifhed  a  little  habit,  fuitable  to 
her  fex,  a  fmall  fpindle,  and  fome  other  little  inftruments 
for  weaving.  They  lighted  a  great  number  of  torches, 
and  the  midwife  taking  up  the  child,  carried  it  through 
all  the  yard  of  the  houfe,  and  placed  it  upon  a  heap  of 
the  leaves  of  fword  grafs  clofe  by  a  bafon  of  watcr^ 
which  was  prepared  in  the  middle  of  the  yard,  and  then 
undreifing  it,  faid :  My  childj  the  gods  Omctcuftli  and 
Omecihuatl,  lords  of  heaven^  havefent  thee  to  this  dtfmal 
and  calamitous  world.  Receive  this  water  which  is  to  give 
thee  life.  And  after  wetting  its  mouth,  head,  and  breaft, 
with  forms  {imilar  to  thofe  of  the  firft  bathing,  flie  bathed 
its  whole  body,  and  rubbing  every  one  of  its  limbs,  faid. 
Where  art  thou  ill  Fortune  ?  In  what  limb  art  thou  hid? 
Go  far  from  this  child.  Having  fpoke  this,  ihe  raifed  up 
the  child  to  oflfer  it  to  the  gods,  praying  them  to  adorn 
it  with  every  virtue.  The  firft  prayer  was  offered  to  the 
two  gods  before  named,  the  fecond  to  the  goddefs  of 
water,  the  third  to  all  the  gods  together,  and  the  fourth 
to  the  fun  and  the  earth.  Tou  fun^  ftie  faid,  father  of 
all  things  that  live  upon  the  earthy  our  mother^  receive  this 
child ^  and prpteil  him  as  your  own  f on;  and  Jince  he  is 

born 
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Urn  for  war  Cif  his  father  belonged  to  the  army),  may 
be  die  mity  defending  the  honour  of  the  gods  )  fo  may  he 
enjoy  in  heaven  the  delights  which  are  prepared  for  all 
thofe  who  facrifice  their  lives  in  fo  good  a  caufe.     She 
then  put  in  his  little  hands  the  inftruments  of  that  art 
which  he  was  to  exercife,  with  a  prayer  addreffed  to 
the  protcding  god  of  the  fame.     The  inftruments  of 
the  military  art  were  buried  in  fome  fields,  where,  in 
future,  it  was  imagined  the  boy  would  fight  in  battle, 
and  the  female  inftruments  were  buried  in  the  houfe  it- 
fclf,  under  the  flone  for  grinding  maize.     On  this  fame 
occafion,  if  we  are  to  credit  Boturini,  they  obfcrved  the 
ceremony  of  paffing  the  boy  four  times  through  the 
fire. 

Before  they  put  the  inflruments  of  any  art  into  the 
hands  of,  the  child,  the  midwife  requefled  the  young 
boys  who  had  been  invited,  to  give  him  a  name,  which 
was  generally  fuch  a  name  as  had  been  /uggefled  to 
them  by  the  father.  The  midwife  then  clothed  him, 
and  laid  him  in  the  cozolli^  or  cradle,  praying  JoalticitI, 
the  goddefs  of  cradles,  to  warm  him  and  guard  him  in 
her  bofom,  and  Joalteu^tli,  god  of  the  night,  to  make 
him  fleep. 

The  name  which  was  given  to  boys,  was  generally 
taken  from  the  fign  of  the  day  on  which  they  were 
bom  (a  rule  particularly  praftifed  among  the  MixtecasJ, 
as  Nahuixochitl^  or  IV  Flower,  Macuilcoatl^  or  V  Ser- 
pent, and  Omecalliy  or  II  Houfe.  At  other  times  the  name 
was  taken  from  circumftances  attending  the  birth ;  as  for 
inftance,  one  of  the  four  chiefs  who  governed  the  re- 
public of  Tlafcala,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Spa- 
niards, received  the  name  of  Citlalpopoca^  fmoking  flar  j 
bccaufe  he  was  bom  at  the  time  of  a  comet's  appear- 

Voi-  II.  N  ance 
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ance  in  the  heavens.  The  child  born  on  the  day  of  iht 
renewal  of  the  fire,  had  the  name  of  Molpilliy  if  it  was 
a  male ;  if  a  female  (he  was  called  Xiuhnenetlj  alluding 
in  both  names  to  circumftances  attending  the  feftivaU 
Men  had  in  general  the  names  of  animals ;  women  thofe 
of  flowers;  in  giving  which  it  is  probable,  they  paid 
regard  both  to  the  dream  of  the  parents,  and  the  coun- 
fel  of  diviners.  For  the  mod  part  they  gave  but  one 
name  to  boys  ;  afterwards  it  was  ufual  for  them  to  ac- 
quire a  furname  from  their  a^ons,  as  Montezuma  I.  on 
account  of  his  bravery  was  given  the  fumames  of  Bbiio- 
camina  and  Tlacaeli. 

When  the  religious  ceremony  of  bathing  was  over, 
an  entertainment  was  given,  the  quality  and  honours  of 
which  correfponded  with  the  rank  of  the  giver.  At 
fuch  feafons  of  rejoicing,  a  little  excefs  in  drinking  was 
permitted,  as  the  diforderlinefsH>f  drunken  perfons  ex- 
tended not  beyond  private  boufes.  The  torches  were 
kept  burning  till  they  were  totally  confumed,  and  par- 
ticular care  was  taken  to  keep  up  the  fire  all  the  four 
days,  which  intervened  between  the  firft  and  fecond  ce- 
remony of  bathing,  as  they  were  perfuaded  that  an 
omifilon  of  fuch  a  nature  would  ruin  the  fortune  of  the 
child.  Thefe  rejoicings  were  repeated  when  they  wean- 
ed the  child,  which  they  commonly  did  at  three  years  of 

agc(0- 

With  refpe£b  to  the  marriages  of  the  Mexicans,  al- 
though in  them,  as  well  as  in  all  their  cuftoms,  fuper- 
ftition  had  a  great  ihare,  nothing,  however,  attended 
them  which  was  repugnant  to  decency  or  honour.     Any 

marriage 

(/)  In  Guatemala  it  was  ufual  Co  make  rejoidngt  as  foon  at  the  child  began 
to  walk,  and  for  feren  fears  they  contmned  to  celebrate  the  anmterfary  of  its 
birth* 
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marriage  between  perfons  related  in  the  firft  degree  of 
coo/aoguinity  or  alliance,  was  ftriftly  forbid,  not  only 
by  the  laws  of  Mexico,  but  alfo  by  the  laws  of  Michua-- 
can.  Holds  it  was  between  coufins  (m).  The  parents 
were  the  perfons  who  fettled  all  marriages,  and  none 
were  ever  executed  without  their  confent.  When  a  fou 
arrived  at  an  age  capable  of  bearing  the  charges  of 
that  (late,  which  in  men  was  from  the  age  of  twenty  to 
twenty-two  years,  and  in  women  from  fixtcen  to 
dghteeo,  a  fuitable  and  proper  wife  was  fingled  out 
for  him ;  but  before  the  union  was  concluded  on,  the 
diviners  were  confulted,  who,  after  having  coniidered 
the  birth-day  of  the  youth,  and  of  the  young  girl  in- 
tended for  his  bride,  decided  on  the  happinefs  or  un« 
happinefs  of  the  match*  If  from  the  combination  of 
figns  attending  their  births,  they  pronounced  the  alli- 
ance unpropitious,  that  young  maid  was  abandoned,  and 
another  fought.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  prediAed 
happinefs  to  the  couple,  the  young  girl  was  demanded 
of  her  parents  by  certain  women  amongft  them  called 
ClbuatlanquCj  or  folicitors,  who  were  the  moft  elderly 
and  refpedbble  amongft  the  kindred  of  the  youth.  Thefe 

womea 

{mi)  In  the  iTtb  book,  tit.  ».  of  the  third  provincial  council  of  Mexico,  tt 
it  foppofed  that  the  Gentiles  of  that  new  world  married  with  their  lifters ;  but 
it  ought  to  be  underftood,  that  the  zeal  of  thofe  fathers  was  not  confined  in  its 
aerdoosto  the  nations  of  the  Mexican  empire,  amongft  whom  fuch  marriages 
were  not  fuffered,  but  extended  to  the  barbarous  Chechemecas,  the  Panu- 
dieie,  and  to  other  nations,  which  were  extremely-  uncivilized  in  their  cui^ 
toms.  There  is  not  a  doubt,  that  the  council  alluded  to  thofe  barbarians,  who 
were  then  (in  1585),  in  the  progrefs  of  their  converfion  to  Chriftianity»  and 
not  to  the  Mexicans  and  the  nations  under  fubje^on  to  them,  who  many 
years  before  the  council  were  already  convened.  Beiidcs,  in  the  interval  of 
foor.yeart,  between  the  conqueft  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  promulgation  of  the 
goTpel,  many  abufive  praAiccs  had  been  introduced  among  thofe  nations  never 
before  toleraud  under  their  kings,  as  the  religious  miffionaries  employed  in 
their  converfion  atteft* 
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women  went  the  firft  time  at  midnight  to  the  houfe  of 
the  damfel,  carried  a  prefent  to  her  parents,  and  de* 
manded  her  of  them  in  a  humble  and  refpedful  ftyle* 
The  firfl  demand,  was,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  that 
nation,  infallibly  refufed,  however  advantageous  and 
eligible  the  marriage  might  appear  to  the  parents,  who 
gave  fome  plaufible  reafons  for  their  refufal.  After  a 
few  days  were  part,  thofe  women  returned  to  repeat 
their  demand,  uimg  prayers  and  arguments'  alfo,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  requeft,  giving  an  account  of  the 
rank  and  fortune  of  the  youth,  and  of  what  he  would 
make  the  dowry  of  his  wife,  and  alfo  gaining  informa- 
tion  of  that  which  fhe  could  bring  to  the  match  on  her 
part.  The  parents  replied  to  this  fecond  requeft,  that 
it  was  neceflary  to  confult  their  relations  and  connec- 
tions, and  to  find  out  the  inclinations  of  their  daughter, 
before  they  could  come  to  any  refolution.  Thefc  fe- 
male folicitors  returned  no  more }  as  the  parents  them- 
felves  conveyed,  by  means  of  other  women  of  their 
kindred,  a  decifive  anfwcr  to  the  party, 

A  favourable  anfwer  being  at  laft  obtained,  and  a 
day  appointed  for  the  nuptials,  the  parents,  after  ex- 
horting their  daughter  to  fidelity  and  obedience  to  her 
hufband,  and  to  fuch  a  conduA  in  life  as  would  do  ho- 
nour to  her  family,  conducted  her  with  a  numerous 
company  and  mufic,  to  the  houfe  of  her  father-in-law ; 
if  noble,  flie  was  carried  in  a  litter.  The  bridegroom, 
and  the  father  and  mother-in-law,  received  her  at  the 
gate  of  the  houfe,  with  four  torches  borne  by  four 
women.  At  meeting,  the  bride  and  bridegroom  reci- 
procally offered  incenfe  to  each  other  j  then  the  bride- 
groom taking  the  bride  by  the  hand,  led  her  into  the 
hall,  or  chamber  which  was  prepare^  for  the  nuptials. 

They 
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They  both  fat  down  upon  a  new  and  curioufly  wrought 
mat,  which  was  fpread  in  the  middle  of  the  chamber, 
aod  clofe  co  the  fire  which  was  kept  lighted.  Then  a 
prieft  tied  a  point  of  the  huepilUy  or  gown  of  the  bride, 
with  the  iilmailiy  or  mantle  of  the  bridegroom,  and  in 
this  ceremony  the  matrimonial  contraA  chiefly  confided. 
The  wife  now  made  fome  turns  round  the  fire,  and  then 
returning  to  her  mat,  ihe,  along  with  her  hufband,  of- 
fered copal  to  their  gods,  and  exchanged  prefents  with 
each  other.  The  repaft  followed  next.  The  married 
pair  eat  upon  the  mat,  giving  mouthfuls  to  each  other 
alternately  and  to  the  gucfts  in  their  places.  When 
thofe  who  had  been  invited  were  become  exhilarated 
with  wine,  which  was  freely  drank  on  fuch  occafions, 
they  went  out  to  dance  in  the  yard  of  the  houfe,  while 
the  married  pair  remained  in  the  chamber,  from  which, 
during  four  days,  they  never  ftirred,  except  to  obey 
the  calls  of  nature,  or  to  go  to  the  oratory  at  midnight 
to  bum  incenfe  to  the  idols,  and  to  make  oblations  of 
eatables.  They  paflTcd  thefe  four  days  in  prayer  and 
failing,  drefled  in  new  habits,  and  adorned  with  certain 
cnfigns  of  the  gods  of  their  devotion,  without  proceed- 
ing  to  any  aft  of  lefs  decency,  fearing  that  otherwife  the 
ponifhment  of  heaven  would  fall  upon  them.  Their 
beds  on  thefe  nights  were  two  mats  of  rufhes,  covered 
with  fmall  fheets,  with  certain  feathers,  and  a  gem  of 
Cbalchibuitl  in  the  middle  of  them.  At  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  bed  green  canes  and  fpines  of  the  aloe  were 
laid,  with  which  they  were  to  draw  blood  from  their 
tongues  and  their  ears^  in  honour  of  their  gods.  The 
priefts  were  the  perfons  who  adjufted  the  bed  to  fanc- 
tify  the  marriage  j  but  we  know  nothing  of  the  myflerjr 
of  the  canes,  the  feathers,  and  the  gem.     Until  the 

fourth 
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fourth  night  the  marriage  was  not  confummated  ;  they 
believed  it  would  have  proved  unlucky,  if  they  had  an-* 
ticipated  the  period  of  confummation*  The  morning 
after  they  bathed  themfdves  and  put  on  new  drefles, 
and  thofe  who  had  been  invited,  adorned  their  heads 
with  white,  and  their  hands  and  feet  with  red  feathers. 
The  ceremony  was  concluded  by  making  prefents  of 
drcfles  to  the  gucfts,  which  were  proportioned  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  married  pair ;  and  on  that  fame  day 
they  carried  to  the  temple  the  mats,  Iheets,  canes,  and 
the  eatables  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  idols. 

The  forms  which  we  have  defcribed,  in  the  marriages 
of  the  Mexicans  were  not  fo  univerfal  through  the  em- 
pire, but  that  fome  provinces  obferved  other  peculiari- 
ties. In  Ichcatlan,  whoever  was  deiirous  of  marrying 
prefented  himfelf  to  the  priefts,  by  whom  he  was  con- 
duced to  the  temple,  where  they  cut  off  a  part  of  his 
hair  before  the  idol  which  was  worfhipped  there,  and 
then  pointing  him  out  to  the  people,  they  began  to  ex- 
claim, fayiug,  ibis  man  wijbes  to  take  a  wife.  Then 
they  made  him  defcend,  and  take  the  firft  free  woman 
he  met,  as  the  one  whom  heaven  deftined  to  him.  Any 
woman  who  did  not  like  to  have  him  for  a  hufband, 
avoided  coming  near  to  the  temple  at  that  time,  that 
ihe  might  not  fubjeft  herfclf  to  the  neceffity  of  marry- 
ing him :  this  marriage  was  only  fingular  therefore  in 
the  mode  of  feeking  for  a  wife* 

Among' the  Otomies,  it  was  lawful  to  ufe  any  fi-ec 
woman  before  they  married  her.  When  any  perfon 
was  about  to  take  a  wife,  if  on  the  firft  night  he  found 
any  thing  about  his  wife  whkrh  was  difagreeable  to  him, 
he  was  permitted  to  divorce  her  the  next  day ;  but  if 
he  (hewed  himfelf  all  that  day  content  with  having  her, 

he 
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he  could  not  afterwards  abandon  her.  llie  contrail 
bemg  thus  ratified,  the  pair  retired  to  do  penance  for 
paft  offences  twenty  or  thirty  days,  during  which  pe- 
riod they  abftained  from  mod  of  the  pleafures  of  the 
fcnfes,  drew  blood  from  themfelvcs,  and  frequently 
bathed. 

Among  the  Mixtecas,  befides  the  ceremony  of  tying 
the  married  pair  together  by  the  end  of  their  garments, 
they  cut  off  a  part  of  their  hair,  and  the  hufband  car* 
ried  his  wife  for  a  little  time  upon  his  back. 

They  permitted  polygamy  in  the  Mexican  empire* 
The  kings  and  lords  had  niunerous  wives;  but  it  is 
probable,  that  they  obfervcd  all  the  ceremonies  with 
their  principal  wives  only,  and  that  with  the  reft  the 
effential  rite  of  tying  their  garments  together  was  fuffi« 
dent. 

The  Spaniih  theologifts  and  canonifts,  who  went  to 
Mexico  immediately  after  the  conqueft,  being  unac- 
quainted with  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  people,  raifed 
doubts  about  their  marriages ;  but  when  they  had 
learnt  the  language,  and  properly  examined  that  and 
other  points  of  importance,  they  acknowledged  fuch 
marriages  to  be  juft  and  lawful.  Pope  Paul  III.  and 
the  provincial  council  of  Mexico,  ordered,  in  conformity 
to  the  facred  canons,  and  the  ufage  of  the  church,  that 
all  thofe  who  were  willing  to  embrace  Chriftianity, 
fhould  keep  no  other  wife  but  the  one  whom  they  had 
firft  married. 

However  fuperftitious  the  Mexicans  were  in  other 
matters,  in  the  rites  which  they  obferved  at  funerals 
they  exceeded  themfelves.  As  foon  as  any  perfon  died, 
certain  mafters  of  funeral  ceremonies  were  called,  who 
were  generally  men  advanced  in  years.    They  cut  a 

number 
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number  of  pieces  of  paper,  with  which  they  drefled 
the  dead  body,  and  took  a  glafs  of  water  with  which 
they  fprinkled  the  head,  faying^  that  that  was  the  wa- 
ter ufed  in  the  time  of  their  life.  They  then  drefled 
it  in  a  habit  fuitable  to  the  rank,  the  wealth,  and  the 
circumftances  attending  the  death  of  the  party.  If  the 
deceafed  had  been  a  warrior,  they  clothed  him  in  the 
habit  of  Huitzilopochtli  ^  if  a  merchant,  in  that  of  Ja- 
cateuftli ;  if  an  artift,  in  that  of  the  protefting  god  of 
his  art  or  trade:  one  who  had  been  drowned  was 
dreffed  in  the  habit  of  Tlaloc;  one  who  had  been  exe- 
cuted for  adultery,  in  that  of  Tlazolteotl ;  and  a  drunk- 
ard in  the  habit  of  Tezcatzoncatl,  god  of  wine.  In 
(hort,  as  Gomara  has  well  obferved,  they  wore  more 
garments  after  they  were  dead  than  while  they  were 
living. 

With  the  habit  they  gave  the  dead  a  jug  of  water, 
which  was  to  ferve  on  the  journey  to  the  other  world, 
and  alfo  at  fuccei&ve  different  times,  different  pieces  of 
paper,  mentioning  the  ufe  of  each.  On  configning  the 
firft  piece  to  the  dead,  they  faid :  By  means  of  this  you 
willpafs  without  danger  between  the  two  mountains  which 
fight  against  each  other.  With  the  fecond  they  faid : 
By  means  of  this  you  will  walk  without  obstruSim  along 
4he  road  which  is  defended  by  the  great  ferpent.  With 
the  third :  By  this  you  will  go  fecurely  through  the  place^ 
where  there  is  the  crocodile  XochitonaU  The  fourth  was 
a  fafe  paffport  through  the  eight  dcfcrts;  the  fifth 
through  the  eight  hills ;  and  the  fixth  was  given  in  or- 
der to  pafs  without  hurt  through  the  iharp  wind  ;  for 
they  pretended  that  it  was  ncceffary  to  pafs  a  place 
c^Wtd  Itzehecajanj  where  a  wind  blew  fo  violently  as  to 
tear  up  rocks,  and  fo  iharp  that  it  cut  like  a  knife ;  on 

which 
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which  account  they  burned  all  the  habits  which  the 
dcceaied  had  worn  during  life,  their  arms,  and  feme 
boofehold  goods,  in  order  that  the  heat  of  this  fire  might 
defend  them  from  the  cold  of  that  terrible  wind. 

One  of  the  chief  and  mod  ridiculous  ceremonies  at 
ibnerals  was  the  killing  a  techichi^  a  domeftic  quadru- 
ped, which  we  have  already  mentioned,  refembling  a 
Kttlc  dog,  to  accompany  the  deceafed  in  their  journey 
to  the  other  world.  They  fixed  a  firing  about  its  neck, 
believing  that  neceflary  to  enable  it  to  pafs  the  deep 
river  of  Cbiubnabuapan^  or  New  Waters.  They  bu- 
ried the  techichi,  or  burned  it  along  with  the  body  of 
its  mafter,  according  to  the  kind  of  death  of  which  he 
died.  While  the  maflers  of  the  ceremonies  were 
lighting  up  the  fire  in  which  the  body  was  to  be  burned, 
the  other  priefls  kept  finging  in  a  melancholy  flrain. 
After  burm'ng  the  body,  they  gathered  the  afhes  in  an 
earthen  pot,  amongft  which,  according  to  the  cirtum- 
ibnces  of  the  deceafed,  they  put  a  gem  of  more  or  lefs 
value  J  which  they  faid  would  ferve  him  in  place  of  a 
heart  in  the  other  world.  They  buried  this  earthen 
pot  in  a  deep  ditch,  and  fourfcore  days  after  made  ob- 
lations of  bread  and  wine  over  it. 

Such  were  the  funeral  rites  of  the  common  people  ; 
but  at  the  death  of  kings,  and  that  of  lords,  or  perfons 
of  high  rank,  fome  peculiar  forms  were  obferved  that 
arc  worthy  to  be  mentioned.  When  the  king  fell 
£ck,  fays  Gomara,  they  put  a  ma/k  on  the  idol  of  Hu- 
itzilopochtli,  and  alfo  one  on  the  idol  of  Tezcatlipoca, 
which  they  never  took  off  until  the  king  was  either 
dead  or  recovered  j  but  it  1$  certain,  that  the  idol  of 
Hoitzilopochtli  had  always  two  mafks,  not  one.  As 
ibon  as  a  king  of  Mexico  happened  to  die,  his  death 

Vol,  IL  O  was 
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was  publiflicd  in  great  form,  and  all  the  lords  who  rc- 
fidcd  at  court,  and  alfo  thofe  who  were  but  a  little  dis- 
tant from  it  were  informed  of  the  event,  in  order  djat 
thej  might  be  prefent  at  the  funeral.  In  the  mean 
time  they  laid  the  royal  corpfe  upon  beautiful  curioufly 
wrought  mats,  which  was  attended  and  watched  by  his 
domefttcs.  Upon  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after,  when 
the  lords  were  arrived,  who  brought  with  them  rich 
drefies,  beautiful  feathers,  and  flaves  to  be  prefented^ 
to  add  to  the  pomp  of  the  funeral,  they  dothed  the 
corpfe  in  fifteen,  or  more,  very  fine  habits  of  cotton 
of  various  colours,  ornamented  it  with  gold,  fitver,  and 
gems,  hung  an  emerald  at  the  under  Tip,  which  was 
to  ferve  in  place  of  a  heart,  covered  the  face  with  a 
maflc,  and  over  the  habits  were  placed  the  enfigns  of 
that  god,  in  whofe  temple  or  area  the  aftes  ware  to  be 
buried.  They  cut  oflF  fome  of  the  hair,  which,  togc^ 
ther  with  fome  mwc  which  had'  been  cut  off  in  the 
iniancy  of  the  king,  they  prcfcrvcd  in  a  little  box,  in 
order  to  perpetuate,  as  they  faid,  the  memory  of  tht 
dcceafed.  Upon  the  box  they  laid  an  image  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  made  of  wood,  or  of  (lone.  Then  they  killed 
the  flave  who  was  his  chaplain,  who  had  had  the  care 
of  his  oratory,  and  all  that  belonged  to  the  private 
worlhip  of  his  gods,  in  order  that  he  might  ferve  l&tA 
in  the  fame  officie  in  the  other  world. 

The  funeral  procefEon  came  next,  accompanied  by  all 
the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  the  whole  of  the  nobility, 
and  the  wives  of  the  late  king,  who  teftified  their  for- 
row  by  tears  and  other  d^monftrations  of  grief.  The 
nobles  carried  a  great  ftandard  of  paper,  and  the  roya! 
arms  and  enfigns.  The  priefts  continued  finging,  but 
without  any  mufical  inflrument.     Upon  their  arrival  at 

the 
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the  Ipvcr  ^icsl  of  the  tcmpk,  the  high-prieft,  togetha^ 
W^b  their  fipryantSj,  came  put  to  meet  the  royal  corpfe, 
vhicl^,  without  delay,  they  placed  upon  the  funeral 
pile,  which  was  prepared  there  for  th^t  purpofe  of  odo- 
riferous rejlnous  woods,  together  with  a  large  quantity 
of  copal,  and  other  aromatic  fubftances.  While  thf 
rojRl  corpfe,  and  all  its  habits,  the  arms  apd  eniigns 
fiFcrc  bun^mg,  they  fatrificed  at  the  bqttom  of  the  flairs 
flf  the  temple  a  great  npmb^r  of  flaves  of  thofe  which 
b^pnged  to  the  deceafed,  and  alfo  of  thofe  which  had 
been  prefented  by  thfs  lords.  Along  wifh  the  ilave^ 
ihey  Ukewife  facrificed  fome  of  the  irregularly  formed 
^cn,  whom  the  king  had  colleAed  in  his  palaces  for  his 
pntertainment,  in  order  that  they  might  give  him  the 
iame  pleafure  in  the  other  world ;  and  for  the  fam^ 
reafbn  they  ufed  alfo  to  facrifice  fome  of  his  wives  (n)* 
The  member  of  the  viftims  was  proportioned  to  the 
grandeur  of  thp  funeral,  and  amounted  fometimes,  as 
^eral  hiftorians  affirip,  to  two  hundred.  Appng  thp 
oti)er  facrifices  tl^e  techichi  was  not  omitted  j  fhey  werp 
^jnnly  perfuaded,  that  without  fuch  a  gufde  it  would 
be  ipipoffible  to  get  through  fome  dangerous  ^ays  which 
led  to  the  other  worU. 

The  dfLj  fdlowing  the  afhes  were  gathered,  and  thp 
teeth  which  remained  entire  j  they  fought  carefully  for 
the  emerald  which  had  been  hung  to  the  under  lip,  and 
the  whole  were  put  into  the  box  with  the  hair,  and  they 

depofited 

(«)  Acofta  lays  (lib.  ▼.  cap.  8.)  that  at  the  funerals  of  lords,  all  the  members 
fiS  his  family  were  lacrificed.  But  this  is  grofly  falfe  and  in  itfelf  incredible  ; 
for  had  this  been  the  cafe,  the  nobles  of  Mexico  would  have  foon  been  exter* 
minated.  There  is  no  record  in  the  Hiftory  of  Mexico,  that  at  the  death  of 
the  king  of  Mexico,  any  of  his  brothers  were  facrificed,  as  this  author  would 
intim^e.  How  is  it  poffible  they  could  pradife  fuch  cruelty  when  the  new 
king  WM  nfoaHy  eleded  from  among  the  brothers  of  the  deceafed* 
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depofited  the  box  in  the  place  deftined  for  his  fepulchre. 
The  four  following  days  they  made  oblations  of  eatables 
over  the  fepulchre;  on  the  fifth,  they  facrificed  fomc 
flaves,  and  aifo  fome  others  on  the  twentieth,  fortieth, 
fixtieth,  and  eightieth  day  after.  From  that  time  for- 
ward, they  facrificed  no  more  human  viftims ;  but  every 
year  they  celebrated  the  day  of  the  funeral  with  facrifices 
of  rabbits,  butterflies,  quails,  and  other  birds,  and  with 
oblations  of  bread,  wine,  copal,  flowers,  and  certain  little 
reeds  filled  with  aromatic  fubflances,  which  they  called 
acajetl.     This  anniverfary  was  held  for  four  years* 

The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  in  general  burned ;  they 
buried  the  bodies  entire  of  thofe  only  who  had  bcea 
drowned,  or  had  died  of  dropfy,  and  fome  other  dif- 
eafes  \  but  what  was  the  reafon  of  thefe  exceptions  we 
know  not. 

There  was  no  fixed  place  for  burials.  Many  ordered 
their  aflies  to  be  buried  near  to  fome  temple  or  altar^ 
fome  in  the  fields,  and  others  in  thofe  facred  places  of 
the  mountains  where  facrifices  ufed  to  be  made.  The 
a(hes  of  the  kings  and  lords,  were,  for  the  moft  part  de- 
pofited in  the  towers  of  the  temples  (o)j  efpecially  in  thofe 
of  the  greater  temple.  Clofe  to  Teotihuacan,  where 
there  were  many  temples,  there  were  alfo  innumerable 
fepulchres.  The  tombs  of  thofe  whofe  bodies  had  been 
buried  entire,  agreeably  to  the  teftimony  of  the  anony- 
mous conqueror  who  faw  them,  were  deep  ditches,  form- 
ed with  (lone  and  lime,  within  which  they  placed  the 
bodies  in  a  fitting  pofture  upon  icpalU^  or  low  feats,  to- 
gether with  the  inftruments  of  their  art  or  profeflion. 

If 

(•)  Solis,  in  hU  Hiftory  of  the  CoiMjaeft  of  Mexico,  affirms,  that  the  a(het 
of  the  kings  were  depofited  in  Chapoltepec;  hut  this  is  fsUe,  and  contradi^ 
the  report  of  the  conqueror  Cortes  whole  panegyric  he  wrote,  of  Bcraal  Diaa, 
and  other  eye-witneiTes  of  the  contrary* 
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If  it  was  the  fepulchre  of  any  military  perfbn,  they  laid  a 
(hicid  and  fword  by  him ;  if  of  a  woman,  a  fpindle,  a 
weaver's  fhuttle,  and  a  xicalHj  which  was  ^  certain  natur- 
ally formed  veflcl,  of  which  we  fliall  fay  more  hereafter. 
Li  the  tombs  of  the  rich  they  put  gold  and  jewels,  but  all 
were  provided  with  eatables  for  the  long  journey  which 
they  had  to  make.  The  Spaniih  conquerors,  knowing 
of  the  gold  which  was  buried  with  the  Mexican  lords  in 
their  tombs,  dug  up  feveral,  and  found  confiderahle  quan- 
tities of  that  precious  metal.  Cortes  fays  in  his  letters^ 
that  at  one  entry  which  he  made  into  the  capital,  when 
it  was  befieged  by  his  army,  his  foldicrs  found  fifteen 
hundred  Castellanos  (/>),  that  is,  two  hundred  and  forty 
ounces  of  gold,  in  one  fepulchre,  which  was  in  the  tower 
of  a  temple.  The  anonymous  conqueror  fajrs  alfo,  that 
he  was  prefent  at  the  digging  up  of  another  fepulchre, 
from  which  they  took  about  three  thoufand  Caftellanos. 

The  caves  of  the  mountains  were  the  fepulchres  of 
the  ancient  Chechemecas ;  but,  as  they  grew  more  civil- 
ized, they  adopted  in  this  and  other  rites,  the  cufloms  of 
the  Acolhuan  nation,  which  were  nearly  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  Mexicans. 

The  Miztecas  retained  in  part  the  ancient  ufage  of  the 
Chechemecas,  but  in  fome  things  they  were  fingular  in 
their  cuftoms.  When  any  of  their  lords  fell  lick,  they 
offered  prayers,  vows,  and  facrifices  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health.  If  it  was  reftored,  they  made  great  rejoic- 
ings. If  he  died,  they  continued  to  fpeak  of  him  as  if  he 
was  flill  alive,  and  conduced  one  of  his  ilaves  to  the 
corpfe,  dreifed  him  in  the  habits  of  his  mailer,  put  a  ma/k 
upon  his  face,  and  for  one  whole  day,  paid  him  all  the 

honours 

(fi)  The  Spantih  goldfiniths  divide  tbe  pound  weight  of  ^\A  into  two 
Mmrcbi,  or  into  fiiteen  ouncee>  or  a  hundred  CafieUam  /  confec[uently,  an  ouno6 


110  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

honours  which  they  had  ofed  to  render  to  the  deceafed. 
At  midnighty  four  prieils  carried  the  corpfe  to  be  buried 
IB  a  woody  or  in  fome  cavern,  particularly  in  that  one 
where  they  believed  the  gate  of  paradife  was,  and  at  thctt 
tetxan  they  facrificed  the  fiave,  and  laid  htm,  with  all  th^ 
ornaments  of  his  traniitory  dignity  in  a  dicch }  but  with- 
out covering  him  with  earth. 

Every  year  they  held  a  feftival  in  honour  of  their  laft 
lord,  on  which  they  celd>rated  his  birth,  not  his  death, 
ibr  of  it  they  never  fpoke. 

The  Zapotecas,  their  neighbours  embalmed  th^  body 
of  the  principal  lord  of  their  nation.  Even  from  the 
(tme  of  the  firft  Chechemecan  kings  aromatic  prepfir^r 
tions  were  in  ufe  among  thofe  nations  to  preferve  d^ 
bodies  frcxn  fpeedy  corruption ;  but  we  do  not  kgov 
that  thefe  were  very  frequent. 

We  have  now  communicated  all  that  we  know  coar 
ceming  the  religion  of  the  Mexicans.  The  weak^efs  of 
thdr  worflup,  the  fuperftition  of  their  rites,  the  qr^^ty 
of  their  facrifices,  and  the  rigour  of  their  ^ufterities,  will 
the  more  fc»-cibly  manifeft  to  their  descendants,  the  ?4r 
vantages  which  are  derived  from  a  mild,  chafte,  aad  pur^ 
religion,  and  will  difpofe  them  to  thank  eternally  the 
Providence  which  has  enlightened  them,  while  thdr  »Qp 
ceftors  were  left  to  periih  in  darknefs  and  error. 


BOOK 
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BOOK     VII. 

iie  poUticdl  and  military  Govetmment  of  the  Mexicans^  thai 
is^  the  KingSy  Lordsy  Eleilors^  Amhajfadon^  DignitisSj 
and  Magistrates  ;  the  Judges  ^  LawSj  and  Punijhments  ; 
the  Military  Force ;  Agriculture^  Chace^  Fijhing^  and 
Commerce  ;  the  Games  ;  the  Drefs^  Foody  and  Houfehold 
Furniture  ;  the  Language^  Poetry y  Muficy  and  Danc^ 
ing;  Medicine y  History y  and  Painting;  Sculpture^ 
Mofdic  Works^  and  Casting  of  Metals  ;  Architecture^ 
and  other  Arts  of  that  Nation. 

IN  the  public  as  well  as  private  oeconomy  cf  the  Mexi- 
cans,  the  traces  which  remain  of  their  political  dif« 
eemmcnt,  of  their  zeal  for  juftice,  and  love  of  the  public 
good,  would  meet  with  little  credit,  were  they  not  con* 
firmed  both  by  the  evidence  of  their  paintings,  and  the 
atteftations  of  many  faithful  and  impartial  authors,  who 
were  eye-witneffes  of  a  great  part  of  that  which  they 
have  written.  Thofe  who  are  weak  enough  to  imagine 
they  can  know  the  ancient  Mexicans  in  their  defendants, 
or  from  the  nations  of  Canada  and  Louifiana,  will  be 
apt  to  confider  the  account  we  are  to  give  of  their  refine- 
ment, their  laws,  and  their  arts,  as  fables  invented  by  the 
Spaniards.  But  that  we  may  not  violate  the  laws  of 
hiftory,  nor  the  fidelity  due  to  the  public,  vrt  Ihall  can- 
£dty  fet  forth  all  that  which  we  have  found  to  be  au* 
thentic,  without  any  apprehenfion  of  cenfurc. 

The  education  of  youth,  which  is  the  chief  fuppbrt  of 
a  ftate,  and  which  beft  unfolds  the  charafter  of  every 
nition,  was  amongft  the  Mexicans  of  fo  judicious  a  nature 

as 


112  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

as  to  be  of  itfclf  fufficicnt  to  retort  the  fupercilious  con- 
tempt of  certain  critics  upon  themfelves,  who  believe  the 
empire  of  reafon  to  be  circumfcribcd  to  the  boundaries 
of  Europe.  In  whatever  we  fay  on  this  fubjeft  we  (hall 
be  guided  by  the  pamtings  of  thofe  nations,  and  their  beft 
informed  hiilorians. 

Nothing,  fays  F.  Acofta,  has  furprifed  me  more,  or 
appeared  more  worthy  of  memory  and  praife,  than  the 
care  and  method  which  the  Mexicans  obferved  in  the 
tuition  of  youth.  It  would  be  difficult,  indeed,  to  find 
a  nation  that  has  beftowed  more  attention  on  a  point  fo 
important  to  every  (late.  It  is  true,  they  mixed  fuper- 
ftition  with  their  precepts ;  but  the  zeal  they  manifefted 
for  the  education  of  their  children,  upbraids  the  negli- 
gence of  our  modem  fathers  of  families ;  and  many  of 
the  leffons  which  they  taught  to  their  youth  might  fervc 
as  inftruAion  to  ours.  All  the  Mexican  children,  even 
thofe  of  the  royal  family,  were  fuckled  by  their  own 
parents.  If  the  mother  was  prevented  from  doing  this 
by  ficknefs,  flie  did  not  employ  a  nurfe  till  ihe  was  well 
informed  both  of  her  condition  in  life,  and  the  quality  of 
her  milk.  They  were  accuftomed  from  infancy  to  endure 
hunger,  heat,  and  cold.  When  they  attained  five  years 
of  age,  they  were  either  configned  to  the  priefts,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  brought  up  in  the  feminaries,  which 
was  the  general  praftice  with  the  children  of  nobles,  and 
even  with  thofe  of  the  kings  themfelves ;  or  if  they  were 
to  be  educated  at  home,  their  parents  began  at  that  period 
to  inftruft  them  in  the  worfliip  of  their  gods,  and  to  teadi 
them  the  forms  by  which  they  were  to  pray  and  implore 
their  prote^^ion.  They  were  led  frequently  to  the  tem- 
ple, that  they  might  become  attached  to  religion.  An 
abhorrence  of  vice,  a  modefty  of  behaviour,  refpeft  to 

fuperiors^ 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO.  113 

fuperiors,  and  love  of  fatigue,  were  ftrongly  inculcated. 
They  were  even  made  to  fleep  upon  a  mat ;  and  were 
given  no  more  food  than  the  neceffities  of  life  required, 
nor  any  other  clothing  than  that  which  decency  demand- 
ed. When  they  arrived  at  a  certain  age,  they  were  in- 
ftruded  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  if  their  parents  belong- 
ed to  the  army,  they  were  led  to  the  wars  along  with 
them,  that  they  might  learn  the  military  art,  and  to  ba- 
nifli  fear  from  their  minds,  by  habituating  themfelves  to 
danger.  If  their  parents  were  hufbandmen,  or  artifts, 
they  taught  their  children  their  own  profeifion.  Girk 
were  learned  to  fpin  and  weave,  and  obliged  to  bathe 
frequently,  that  they  might  be  always  healthy  and  clean- 
ly, and  the  univerfal  maxim  was  to  keep  the  young  of 
both  fexes  conftantly  employed. 

One  of  the  precepts  mod  warmly  inculcated  to  youth 
was,  truth  in  their  words ;  and  whenever  a  lie  was  de- 
teftcd,  the  lip  of  the  deUnquent  was  pricked  with  the 
thorns  of  the  aloe.  They  tied  the  feet  of  girls  who  were 
too  fond  of  walking  abroad.  The  fon,  who  was  difobe- 
dient  or  quarrelfome,  was  beat  with  nettles,  or  received 
punifhment  in  fome  other  manner  proportioned,  accord- 
ing to  their  judgment,  to  the  fault  he  had  committed. 

The  fyftcm  of  education  agreeably  to  which  the  Mexi- 
cans trained  up  their  children,  and  the  conilant  attention 
with  which  they  watched  their  a&ions,  may  be  traced  in 
the  feven  paintings  of  the  colleftion  of  Mcndoza,  includ- 
ed between  the  numbers  forty-nine  and  fifty  feven.  In. 
thefe  are  exprelTed  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  food, 
which  was  allowed  them,  the  employments  in  which  they 
were  occupied,  and  the  punifhmcnts  by  which  their  vices 
were  correded.  In  the  fiftieth  painting  is  reprefented  a 
boy  of  four  years,  who  is  employed  by  his  parents  in 

Vol.  II.  P    .  fomc 
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fotoc  things  that  arc  cafy  to  do,  in  bMcr  t6  iniiffe  hirii 
to  fatigue  ;  another  of  five  years,  who  accompanies  hii 
father  to  market,  carrying  a  little  bundle  on  his  back  ; 
a  girl  of  the  fa^me  age  who  begins  to  learn  to  fpin  ;  and 
another  boy  of  fix  years  whofe  father  employs  him  to 
pick  up  the  ears  of  maize,  which  happen  to  lie  on  the 
ground  in  the  market-place. 

In  the  fifty.firft  painting  arc  drawn  a  fath^  who 
teaches  his  fon  of  feven  years  of  age  to  filh ;  and  a  mo- 
ther, who  teaches  her  daughter  of  the  fame  age  to  fpin ; 
fome  boys  of  eight  years,  who  are  threatened  with  pu- 
nifhment  if  they  do  not  do  their  duty ;  a  lad  of  nine 
years,  whofe  father  pricks  feveral  parts  of  his  body,  in 
order  to  correft  his  indocility  of  temper ;  and  a  girl  of 
the  fame  age,  whofe  mother  only  pricks  her  hands  ;  a 
lad  and  a  girl  6f  ten  years,  iSvhofe  parents  beat  them  with 
a  rod,  becaufe  they  refufe  to  do  that  which  they  arc 
ordered. 

The  fifty .fecond  painting  reprefcnts  two  lads  of  eleven 
years,  who,  not  being  amended  by  othei*  puhiihments^ 
are  madt  by  their  fathers  to  receive  the  fmoke  of  Chilli, 
or  great  t)eppcr  up  their  nofe }  a  lad  of  twelve  years, 
whofe  father,  in  order  to  punifli  him  for  his  faults,  keeps 
him  a  whole  day  tied  upon  a  dunghil,  and  a  wench  of  the 
fame  age  whofe  mother  makes  her  walk,  during  the 
night,  all  over  the  houfc  and  part  of  the  (beets  }  a  lad 
of  thirteen  years,  whofe  father  makes  him  guide  a  little 
vcfTel  laden  with  ru(hes }  and  a  wench  of  the  fame  age 
grinding  maize  by  order  of  her  mother  ;  a  youth  of  four- 
teen years  employed  by  his  father  in  fifliing,  and  a  young 
Woman  fet  to  weave  by  her  mother. 

In  the  fifty-third  painting,  are  reprefented  two  youths 
of  fifteen  years,  the  one  configned  by  his  father  to  a 

pricft, , 
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pricft,  to  be  inftruded  in  the  rites  of  religion  ;  the  other 
to  the  AcbcauhtUj  or  officer  of  the  militia,  to  be  inftruA^ 
cd  in  the  military  art.  The  fifty-fourth,  (hews  the  yopth 
of  the  feminarics  employed  by  their  fuperiors  in  fw^p^ 
mg  the  temple,  and  in  carrying  branches  of  trees  and 
herbs  to  adorn  the  fanfluaries,  wood  for  the  ftoves^ 
raflies  to  make  feats,  and  ftones  and  lime  to  repair  the 
temple.  In  this  fame  painting,  and  in  the  fifty*fifth,  the 
different  puniihments  infiiidled  on  youth,  who  have  com- 
mitted trefpafles,  by  their  fuperiors,  are  alfo  reprefcnted 
One  of  them  pricks  a  youth  with  the  fpines  of  the  aloe 
for  having  neglefted  his  duty :  two  priefts  throw  burn- 
ing firebrands  on  the  head  of  another  youth,  for  having 
been  caught  in  familiar  difcourfc  with  a  young  woman* 
They  prick  the  body  of  another  with  fharp  pine  ftakes, 
apd  another  for  difobedience  is  punifhcd  by  having  his 
hair  burned.  Laftly,  is  exhibited  a  youth  carrying  the 
baggage  of  a  pried,  who  goes  along  with  the  army  to 
encourage  the  foldiers  in  war,  and  to  perform  certain 
fupenlitious  ceremonies. 

Their  children  were  bred  to  ftand  fo  much  in  awe  of 
their  parents,  that  even  when  grown  up  and  married, 
they  hardly  duril  fpeak  before  them.  In  ihort,  the  in- 
ftrudions  and  advice  which  they  received  were  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  tranfcribing  fomc 
of  the  exhortations  onployed  by  them,  the  knowledge 
of  which  was  obtained  from  the  Mexicans  themfelves  by 
the  firft  religious  miffionaries  who  were  employed  in  their 
cpnverfion,  particularly  Motolinia,  Ohnos,  and  Sahagun, 
vho  acquired  a  perf^ft  knowledge  of  the  Mexican  lan- 
guage, and  made  the  moil  diligent  inquiry  into  their 
manners  and  cuftoms. 

"My 
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«*  My  fon,**  faid  the  Mexican  father,  "  who  art  come 
«•  into  the  light  from  the  womb  of  thy  mother  like  the 
*«  chicken  from  the  egg,  and  like  it  art  preparing  to  fly 
**  through  the  world,  we  know  not  how  long  heaven 
**  will  grant  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  that  precious  gem 
**  which  we  poflcfs  in  thee  j  but,  however  fhort  the  pe- 
**  riod,  endeavour  to  live  exaftly,  praying  God  continu- 
•*  ally  to  aflift  thee.  He  created  thee  ;  thou  art  his  pro- 
**  perty.  He  is  thy  Father,  and  loves  thee  dill  more 
•*  than  I  do ;  rcpofc  in  him  thy  thoughts,  and  day  and 
**  night  dircft  thy  fighs  to  him.  Reverence  and  falute 
^*  thy  elders,  and  hold  no  one  in  contempt.  To  the 
*'  poor  and  the  diftrefled  be  not  dumb,  but  rather  ufe 
'*  words  of  comfort.  Honour  all  perfons,  particulariy 
**  thy  parents,  to  whom  thou  oweft  obedience,  refpeft, 
••  and  fervice.  Guard  againft  imitating  the  example  of 
•'  thofe  wicked  fons,  who,  like  brutes  that  are  deprived 
*•  of  reafon,  neither  reverence  their  parents.  Men  to 
*•  their  inftru6tion,  nor  fubmit  to  their  corrcftion  ;  be- 
•*  caufe,  whoever  follows  their  fteps  will  have  an  un- 
**  happy  end,  will  die  in  a  defperate  or  fudden  manner, 
*^  or  will  be  killed  and  devoured  by  wild  beads. 

*•  Mock  not,  my  fon,  the  aged  or  the  imperfcft. 
**  Scorn  not  him  whom  you  fee  fall  into  fome  folly  or 
**  tranfgreflion,  nor  make  him  reproaches  ;  but  reftrain 
**  thyfelf,  and  beware  left  thou  fall  into  the  fame  error 
*•  which  offends  thee  in  another.  Go  not  where  thou 
**  art  not  called,  nor  interfere  in  that  which  does  not 
••  concern  thee.  Endeavour  to  manifeft  thy  good  breed- 
^^  ing  in  all  thy  words  and  adions.  In  convofation  do 
^*  not  lay  thy  hands  upon  another,  nor  fpeak  too  much, 
**  nor  interrupt  or  difturb  another's  difcourfe.  If  thou 
*^  heareft  any  one  talking  fooliihly,  and  it  is  not  thy  bu- 

"  fincfs 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO.  117 

•*  iincfs  to  corrcft  him,  keep  filcnce ;  but  if  it  docs  con- 
•*  ccrn  thee,  confidcr  firft  what  thou  art  to  fay,  and  do 
**  not  fpeak  arrogantly,  that  thy  correftion  may  be  well 
**  received. 

**  When  any  one  difcourfes  with  thee,  hear  him  at- 
**  tentively,  and  hold  thyfclf  in  an  eafy  attitude  ;  neither 
•*  playing  with  thy  feet,  nor  putting  thy  mantle  to  thy 
**  mouth,  nor  fpitting  too  often,  nor  looking  about  you 
**  here  and  there,  nor  rifing  up  frequently  if  thou  art 
**  fitting  J  for  fuch  aftions  are  indications  of  levity  and 
**  low-breeding. 

**  When  thou  art  at  table  do  not  eat  voradoufly,  nor 
**  fhew  thy  difpleafurc  if  any  thing  difpleafes  thee.  If 
**  any  one  comes  unexpeftedly  to  dinner  with  thee,  fliare 
**  with  him  what  thou  haft ;  and  when  any  perfon  is  en- 
**  tcrtained  by  thee,  do  not  fix  thy  looks  upon  him. 

**  In  walking,  look  where  thou  gocft,  that  thou  mayft 
**  not  pu{h  againft  any  one.  If  thou  feeft  another  com- 
**  ing  thy  way,  go  a  little  afide  to  give  him  room  to  pafs. 
**  Never  ftep  before  thy  elders,  unlefs  it  be  neccflfary,  or 
**  that  they  order  thee  to  do  fo.  When  thou  fitteft  at 
**  table  with  them,  do  not  eat  or  drink  before  them,  but 
^  attend  to  them  in  a  becoming  manner^  that  thou  mayft 
**  merit  their  favour. 

**  When  they  give  thee  any  thing,  accept  it  with  to- 
**  kens  of  gratitude  :  if  the  prefcnt  is  great,  do  not  be- 
"  come  vain  or  fond  of  it.  If  the  gift  is  fmall  do  not 
**  defpife  it,  nor  be  provoked,  nor  occafion  difpleafurc 
"  to  them  who  favour  thee.  If  thou  becomeft  rich,  do 
**  not  grow  infolent,  nor  fcom  the  poor ;  for  thofe  very 
**  gods  who  deny  riches  to  others  in  order  to  give  them 
**  to  thee,  offended  by  thy  pride,  will  take  from  thee 
"again  to  give  to  others.     Support  thyfelf  by  thy  own 

labours ; 
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*«  Uboiu$}  for  ihcB  ihy  food  will  be  fw€c^er.  I,  my 
^<  fon>  Iwvc  fwpportcd  thcc  hitherto  with  my  (w^^9  ^^ 
^  have  omktxA  no  duty  of  a  father  ;  I  have  provided 
*•  thee  with  every  thing  neceflary,  withou^t  ts^ing  it 
^  f](Otn  oth(Srs.     Do  thou  fo  likewife. 

^^  Never  teU  ^  falfehpod ;  becaufe  a  lie  is  a  heinous 
^^  fiu.  When  it  is  neceflary  to  coipmcunicate  to  another 
^^  what  has  been  imparted  to  thee,  tell  the  fimple  truth 
^*  without  any  addition.  Speak  ill  of  nobody.  Do  not 
^^  take  notice  of  the  failings  which  thou  pbferveft  ia 
^^  others,  if  thou  art  not  called  upon  to  correal  thcnou 
**  Be  not  a  news-carrier,  nor  a  lower  of  difcord.  When 
^^  thou  beared  any  embafly,  and  he  to  whom  it  is  borne 
^*  is  enraged,  and  fpeaks  contemptuouily  of  tbofe  who 
^*  fent  thee,  do  not  report  fuch  an  anfwei:,  but  endear 
^^  vour  to  foften  him^  and  difiemble  as  much  as  poi&ble 
^  that  which  thou  heardil,  that  thou  mayeft  not  raife 
^^  difcord  and  fpread  calumny  of  which  thou  mayeft  af* 
*•  terwards  repent. 

^*  Stay  no  longer  than  is  neceff^ry  in  the  market- 
^^  place ;  for  in  fuch  places  there  is  the  greateft  danger 
^*  of  contra&ing  vices. 

^^  When  thou  art  offered  an  employment,  imagine 
*'  that  the  propofal  is  made  to  try  thee ;  then  accept  it 
**  not  haflily,  although  thou  knoweft  thyfelf  p»ore  fit 
**  than  others  to  exercife  it ;  but  excufe  thyfelf  until 
^^  thou  art  obliged  to  accept  it ;  thus  thou  wilt  be  more 
**  efteemed. 

'^  Be  not  diffolute  j  becaufe  thou  wilt  thereby  incenfe 
^*  the^  gods,  and  they  will  cover  thee  with  infamy.  Re- 
^^  ftraiu  thyfelf,  my  fbn,  as  thou  art  yet  young,  and  wail 
*'  until  the  girl,  whom  thif  gods  deftine  for  thy  wife,  ar- 
*'  rive  at  a  fuitablc  age :  leave  that  to  thqir  care,  as  they 

**  know 
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**  know  hov^  to  ordci-  every  thing  properly.  When  the 
**  time  fot-  thy  matriage  is  come,  dare  not  to  make  it 
"  Ifi^ithout  the  Confent  of  thy  parents,  othefwife  it  will 
**  have  an  unhappy  iffue. 

**  Steal  not,  nor  give  thyfelf  tip  to  gaming ;  other- 
**  wtfe  thoii  witt  be  a  difgrace  to  ihy  parents,  whoift 
**  thou  <yughteft  rather  to  hotiour  for  the  education  tfeey 
**  have  given  thee.  If  thou  wilt  be  virtuous,  thy  exam- 
**  pic  will  put  the  wicked  to  fhame.  No  more  my  foh  ) 
**  enough  has  been  faid  in  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  i, 
•«  father.  With  thcfe  counfels  I  Wifli  to  fortify  thy 
**  mind.  Refufe  them  not,  nor  aft  in  contradiftion  to 
"  them  J  for  on  them  thy  life,  and  all  thy  happincfs,  de- 
«  pcnd.'* 

Such  \rere  the  inftruftions  which  the  Mexicans  Fre- 
quently inculcated  to  their  fons.  Hufbandmen  and  mer- 
chants gave  their  fons  other  advice  regarding  their  par- 
ticular profeiEon,  which  we,  however,  omit,  not  to  prove 
tedious  to  our  readers  ;  but  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  tran- 
fcrilMng  one  of  the  exhortations  made  ufe  of  by  mothers 
to  their  daughters,  as  it  illuflrates  their  mode  of  educa- 
tion and  manners. 

**  My  daughter,*'  faid  the  mother,  "  bom  of  my  fub- 
**  ftance,  brought  forth  with  my  pains,  and  nourilhed 
"  with  my  milk,  I  have  endeavoured  to  bring  thee  up 
"  with  the  greateft  poilible  care,  and  thy  father  has 
^  wrought  and  polifhed  thee  like  an  emerald,  that  thou 
*•  mayeft  appear  in  the  eyes  of  men  a  jewel  of  virtue. 
**  Strive  always  to  be  good ;  for  otherwife  who  will  have 
**  thee  for  a  wife  ?  thou  wilt  be  rejefted  by  every  one. 
**  Life  is  a  thorny  laborious  path,  and  it  is  neceffary 
•  **  to  exert  all  our  powers  to  obtain  the  goods  which  the 
**  gods  are  willing  to  yield  to  us  j  we  muft  not  there- 
fore 
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"  fore  be  lazy  or  negligent,  but  diligent  in  every  thing. 
**  Be  orderly  and  take  pains  to  manage  the  oeconomy 
**  of  thy  houfe.  Give  water  to  thy  hufband  for  his 
**  hands,  and  make  bread  for  thy  family.  Wherever 
**  thou  goeft,  go  with  modcfty  and  compofure,  without 
**  hurrying  thy  fteps,  or  laughing  with  thofe  whom  thou 
**  meete(l>  neither  fixing  thy  looks  upon  them,  nor  caft- 
*'  ing  thy  eyes  thoughtlefsly,  firft  to  one  fide,  and  then 
^'  to  another,  that  thy  reputation  may  not  be  fuUied ; 
^^  but  give  a  courteous  anfwer  to  thofe  who  falute  and 
*•  put  any  queftion  to  thee. 

**  Employ  thyfelf  diligently  in  fpinning  and  weaving, 
"  in  fewing  and  embroidering ;  for  by  thcfe  arts  thou 
**  wilt  gain  eftcem,  and  all  the  neccffaries  of  food  and 
*•  clothing.  Do  not  give  thyfelf  too  much  to  flcep,  nor 
**  feek  the  (hade,  but  go  in  the  open  air  and  there  rc- 
**  pofe  thyfelf;  for  effeminacy  brings  along  with  it  idlc- 
*•  nefs  and  other  vices. 

**  In  whatever  thou  doeft,  encourage  not  evil 
*'  thoughts ;  ^  but  attend  folely  to  the  fervice  of  the 
*•  gods ;  and  the  giving  comfort  to  thy  parents.  If 
*'  thy  father  or  thy  mother  calls  thee,  do  not  ftay  to  be 
•*  called  twice ;  but  go  inftantly  to  know  their  plea- 
**  furc,  that  thou  may  not  difoblige  them  by  flownefs. 
*•  Return  no  infolenc  anfwers,  nor  (hew  any  want  of 
*'  compliance ;  but  if  thou  canft  not  do  what  they  com- 
"  mand,  make  a  modeft  excufe.  If  another  is  called 
**  and  does  not  come  quickly ;  come  thou,  hear  what 
"  is  ordered,  and  do  it  well.  Never  offer  thyfelf  to  do 
**  that  which  thou  canft  not  do.  Deceive  no  perfon, 
**  for  the  gods  fee  all  thy  aftions.  Live  in  peace  with 
««  every  body,  and  love  every  one  fincercly  and  honeft- 
**  ly,  that  thou  mayeft  be  beloved  by  them  in  return. 

«Bc 
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^  Be  not  greedy  of  the  goods  which  thou  haft.  If 
•*  thoo  fccft  any  thiBg  prefented  to  another,  give  way 
**  to  no  mean  fufpicions ;  for  the  gckls,  to  whom  every 
^  good  belongs,  diftribnte  every  thing  as  they  pleafe. 
**  If  thou  wouldft  avoid  the  difpleafure  of  others,  let 
**  none  meet  with  it  from  thee. 

**  Guard  againft  improper  familiarities  with  men; 
"  nor  yield  to  the  guilty  wiflies  of  thy  heart ;  or  thou 
**  wilt  be  the  reproach  of  thy  family,  and  wilt  pollute 
^*  thy  mind  as  mud  does  water.  Keep  not  company 
**  with  diflblute,  lying,  or  idle  women ;  otherwife  they 
^  will  infallibly  infeft  thee  by  their  example.  Attend 
'*  upon  thy  family,  and  do  not  go  on  flight  occafions 
**  out  of  thy  houfe,  nor  be  feen  wandering  through  the 
"  flreets,  or  in  the  market*place ;  for  in  fuch  places 
"  thou  wilt  meet  thy  ruin.  Remember  that  vice,  like 
^^  a  poifonous  herb,  brings  death  to  thofe  who  tafte  it ; 
*^  and  when  it  once  harbours  in  the  mind  it  is  difficult 
*•  to  expel  it.  If  in  palling  through  the  flreets  thou 
>*  meeteft  with  a  forward  youth  who  appears  agreeable 
"  to  thee,  give  him  no  correfpondence,  but  diilemble 
^  and  pafs  on.  If  he  fays  any  thing  to  thee,  take  no 
*^  heed  of  him  nor  his  words ;  and  if  he  follows  thee, 
<<  turn  not  your  face  about  to  look  at  him,  left  that 
^^  might  inflame  his  paflion  more.  If  thou  behaveft  fo, 
*'  he  will  foon  turn  and  let  thee  proceed  in  peace. 

**  Enter  not,  without  fome  urgent  motive,  into  ano- 
**  ther's  houfe,  that  nothing  may  be  either  faid  or 
«« thought  injurious  to  thy  honour ;  but  if  thou  enter- 
**  eft  into  the  houfe  of  thy  relations,  falute  them  with 
*^  refpe£l  and  do  not  remain  idle,  but  immediately  take 
<<  up  a  fpindle  to  fpin,  or  do  any  other  thing  that  oc- 
**  curs. 

Vol.  II.  C^  "  When 
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*^  When  thou  art  married,  refped  thy  hufband,  obey 
*^  him,  and  diligently  do  what  he  commands  thee.  A- 
*<  void  incurring  his  difpleafurc,  nor  ihew  rhyfelf  paf- 
«<  ilonate  or  ill-natured ;  but  receive  him  fondly  to  thy 
^  arms,  even  if  he  is  poor  an^  lives  at  thy  expenfe.  If 
**  thy  hufband  occafions  thee  any  difguft,  let  him  not 
^^  know  thy  difpleafure  when  he  commands  thee  to  do 
<«  any  thing ;  but  diflemble  it  at  that  time,  and  after* 
«<  wards  tell  him  with  gentlenefs  what  vexed  thee,  that 
**  he  may  be  won  by  thy  mildnefs  and  offend  thee  no 
^^  farther.  Difhonour  him  not  before  others }  for  thou 
<<  alfo  wouldll  be  difhonoured.  If  any  one  comes  to 
^  vifit  thy  hufband,  accept  the  vifit  kindly,  and  ihew 
^  all  the  civility  thou  canil.  If  thy  hufband  is  foolifh^ 
*^  be  thou  diicreet.  If  he  fails  in  the  management  of 
**  wealth,  admoniih  him  of  his  failings ;  but  if  he  is  to- 
^^  tally  incapable  of  taking  care  of  bis  eflate,  take  that 
'^  charge  upon  thyfelf,  attend  carefully  to  his  poflcfl 
••  fions,  and  never  omit  to  pay  the  workmen  pundnal- 
•*  ly.  Take  care  not  to  lofe  any  thing  through  negli- 
•*  gcnce. 

**  Embrace,  my  daughter,  the  counfel  which  I  give 
*^  thee ;  I  am  already  advanced  in  life,  and  have  had 
*^  fufficient  dealings  with  the  workl.  I  am  thy  mother^ 
^  I  wifh  that  thou  mayefl  live  well.  Fix  my  precepts 
^^  in  thy  heart  and  baweUy  for  then  thou  wilt  live  hap* 
**  py.  If,  by  not  liflening  to  me,  or  by  negle^ng  my 
^^  inftru^Bons  any  misfco-tunes  befiaJl  thee,  the  fault  wiH 
^^  be  thine,  and  the  evil  alfo.  Enough,  my  child.  May 
**  the  gods  profper  thee.*' 

Not  contented  with  fuch  inflru^ons  and  domefHc 
education,  the  Mexicans  fent  their  children  to  public 
fchools,  which  were  dofc  to  the  temples,  where  they 

were 
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were  mftraftcd  for  three  years  in  religion  and  good 
cnftoms.  Beiides  this,  almofl:  all  the  inhabitants,  par* 
ticularly  the  nobles,  took  care  to  have  their  children 
broaght  up  in  the  feminaries  belonging  to  the  temples^ 
of  which  there  were  many  in  the  cities  of  the  Mexican 
empire,  for  boys,  youths,  and  young  women.  Thoft 
rf  the  boys  and  young  men  were  governed  by  priefts, 
who  were  folely  devoted  to  their  education ;  thofe  for 
young  women  were  under  the  diredion  of  matrons 
equally  refpe£hible  for  their  age  and  for  their  manners. 
No  communication  between  the  youth  of  both  fcxes  was 
permitted ;  on  the  contrary,  any  tranfgreflion  of  that 
nature  was  feverely  puniftied.  There  were  diftinft  fe- 
minaries  for  the  nobles  and  plebeians.  The  young  no- 
bles were  employed  in  offices  which  were  rather  inters 
sal,  and  more  immediately  about  the  fanduary,  as  in 
fwceping  the  upper  area  of  the  temple,  and  in  ftirring 
up  and  attending  to  the  fires  of  the  ftoves  which  were 
before  the  fanftuary.  The  others  were  employed  in 
carrying  the  wood  which  was  required  for  the  ftoves, 
and  the  ftone  and  lime  ufed  in  repairing  of  fzctcd  edi- 
fices, and  in  other  fimilar  talks :  both  were  under  the  di« 
redioii  of  fuperiors  and  mafters,  who  inftrufted  them  in 
religion,  hiftory,  painting,  mufic,  and  other  arts,  agi^ee^ 
ably  to  their  rank  and  circumftances. 

The  girls  fwept  the  lower  area  of  the  temple,  rofe 
three  times  in  the  night  to  bum  copal  in  the  ftoves,  pre- 
pared the  meats  which  were  daily  offisred  to  the  idols, 
and  wove  different  kinds  of  cloth.  They  were  taught 
every  female  duty ;  by  which,  befides  baniftung  idle- 
ncfs  from  them  which  is  fo  dangerous  to  the  age  of 
youth,  they  were  habituated  to  domeftic  labours.  They 
flept  in  large  halls  in  the  fight  of  the  matrons,  who  go- 
verned 
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verned  them,  and  who  attended  to  nothing  more  zeal- 
oufly  than  the  modefty  and  decency  of  their  aftions* 
When  any  male  or  female  pupil  went  to  pay  their  rc- 
fpe^ls  to  their  parents,  and  which  cafe  happened  very 
feldom,  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  by  themfelves,  but 
were  always  accompanied  by  other  pupils  and  their  fu- 
perior.  After  liftening  for  a  few  moments  with  filcnce 
and  attention  'to  the  infbudions  and  advice  which  their 
parents  gave  them,  they  returned  back  to  the  feminary. 
There  they  were  detained  until  the  time  of  marriage, 
which,  as  we  have  ah-eady  mentioned,  was  with  young 
men  from  the  age  of  twenty  to  twenty-two,  and  with 
girls  at  eighteen  or  Cxteen  years.  When  this  period  ar- 
rived, either  the  young  man  himfelf  requefted  leave  of 
the  fuperior  to  go  and  get  himfelf  a  wife,  or,  what  was 
more  common,  his  parents  demanded  him  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  returning  thanks  firft  to  the  fuperior  for  the 
care  he  had  taken  of  his  inftruAion.  The  fuperior, 
upon  the  difmiiEon  which  he  gave  at  the  grand  feftival 
of  Tezcatlipoca,  to  all  the  young  men  and  women  who 
were  arrived  at  that  age,  made  them  a  difcourfe,  ex- 
horting them  to  a  perfeverance  in  virtue,  and  the  dif- 
charge  of  all  the  duties  of  the  new  ftate.  The  virgins . 
educated  in  thefe  feminaries  were  particularly  fought 
after  for  wives,  not  only  on  account  of  their  principles, 
but  likcwifc  of  the  ikill  which  they  acquired  there  in 
the  arts  belonging  to  their  fex.  The  youth  who  when 
arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  did  not  marry,  was 
cfteemed  to  have  devoted  himfelf  for  ever  to  the  fervicc 
of  the  temples,  and  if  after  fuch  confecration  of  himfelf 
he  repented  of  celibacy,  and  defired  to  marry,  he  be- 
came infamous  for  ever,  and  no  woman  would  accept 
him  for  a  hufband.     In  Tlafcala,  thofe  who^  at  the  age 

fit 
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Ht  for  marriage,  refiifed  taking  a  wife  were  fhaven,  a 
mark  of  the  higheft  diihonour  with  that  nation. 

The  fons  in  general  learned  the  trades  of  their  fa- 
diers,  and  embraced  their  profeflions.  Thus  they  per- 
petuated the  arts  in  families  to  the  advantage  of  the 
ftatc.  The  young  men  who  werc^dcftined  to  the  ma- 
giftracy,  were  conducted  by  their  lathers  to  tribunals, 
where  they  heard  the  laws  of  the  kingclbm  explained, 
and  obferved  the-praAice  and  forms  of  judicature.  In 
the  fixtieth  piAurc  of  Mendoza's  colleftion,  are  repre- 
fented  four  judges  examining  a  caufe,  and  behind  them 
four  young  feteudiny  or  Gentlemen^  who  are  liftening 
to  their  decifion.  The  fons  of  the  king,  and  principal 
lords,  were  appointed  tutors  who  attended  to  their  con- 
da6l,  and  long  before  they  could  enter  into  poflefEon  of 
the  crown,  or  their  ftate,  they  were  entrufted  with  the 
government  of  fome  city,  or  fmallcr  (late,  that  they 
might  learn  by  degrees  the  arduous  talk  of  governing 
men.  This  was  the  cuftom  as  early  as  the  time  of  the 
firft  Chechemecan  kings ;  for  Nopaltzin,  from  the  time 
that  he  was  crowned  king  of  Acolhuacan,  put  his  firft- 
bom  fon  Tlotzin  in  poflellion  of  the  city  of  Tezcuco. 
Cnitlahuac,  the  lad  king  of  Mexico,  obtained  the  ftate 
of  Ixtapalapan,  and  the  brother  of  Montezuma  that  of 
Ehccatepec,  before  they  afccnded  the  throne  of  Mexico; 
Upon  this  bafe  of  education  the  Mexicans  fupported  the 
faibric  of  their  political  fyftem  which  we  are  now  to  un- 
fold. 

From  the  time  that  the  Mexicans,  after  the  example 
of  other  neighbouring  ftates,  placed  Acamapitzin  at  the 
head  of  their  nation,  inveftihg  him  with  the  name,  the 
honours,  and  authority  of  royalty,  the  crown  of  their 
kingdom  was  made  eledive;  for  which  purpofe  they 
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created  feme  time  after  fear  elefiors,  in  whofe  judgment 
and  decifion  all  the  faffrages  of  the  nation  were  com- 
prehended. Thefe  were  four  lords  of  the  firft  rank  of 
nobility,  and  generally  of  the  royal  blood,  poflefled 
likewife  of  prudence  and  probity  adequate  to  the  dis- 
charge of  fo  important  a  funftion.  Their  office  was  not 
perpetual ;  their  cleftoral  power  terminated  with  the 
firft  eleftion,  and  new  eleftors  were  immediately  nomi- 
nated, or  the  firft  were  re-chofen  by  the  votes  of  the  no- 
bility. If  a  deficiency  happened  in  their  number  before 
the  king  died,  it  was  fnpplied  by  a  new  appointment. 
In  the  time  of  king  ItzcoatI,  two  other  eleftw^  were 
added,  which  were  the  kings  of  Acolhuacan  and  Ta- 
cuba ;  but  their  title  was  merely  honorary.  They  ufu- 
ally  ratified  the  choice  which  was  made  by  the  four  real 
cleftors ;  but  we  do  not  know  that  they  ercr  interfered 
otherwife  with  the  eleftion. 

That  the  eleftors  might  not  be  left  too  much  at  li- 
berty, and  in  order  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  arit 
ing  from  parties  and  fa£lk>ns,  they  fixed  the  crown  in 
the  family  of  Acamapitzin ;  and  afterwards  eftabiifhed 
a  law,  that  when  the  kmg  died  he  fhould  be  fucceeded 
by  one  of  his  brothers,  and  on  failure  of  brothers  by 
one  of  his  nephews  ;  or  on  failure  of  them  by  one  of 
hfs  coufins,  leaving  it  in  the  option  of  the  eleftors  to 
choofe  among  the  brothers,  or  nephews  of  the  deceafed 
king,  the  perfon  whom  they  fhould  think  beft  qualified 
to  govern  ;  by  means  of  which  law  they  avoided  nu- 
merous inconveniences  that  we  have  afready  mentioned. 
This  law  was  obferved  from  the  time  of  their  fecond, 
until  the  time  of  their  laft  king.  Huitzilihuitl,  the  fon 
of  Acamapitzin,  was  fucceede^  by  his  two  brothers 
Chimalpopoca  and  ItzcoatI  j   ItzcoatI  by  his  nephew 
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MoQlczuma  Uhuicamiiia ;  Montezuma  by  his  coulm 
Axajacatl ;  Axajacatl  by  his  two  brothers  Tizoc  and 
Ahaitzotl ;  AhuitzotI  by  bis  nephew  Montezuma  II ; 
Montezuma  II.  by  his  brother  Cuitlahuatzin,  to  whom 
laftly  his  nephew  Quauhtemotzin  fucceeded.  This  fe^ 
ries  of  kings  will  appear  more  diftindly  in  the  table  of 
genealogy  which  we  have  already  given. 

In  the  eledion  of  a  king  no  regard  was  paid  to  the 
right  of  primogeniture.  At  the  death  of  Montezuma  I. 
Axajacatl  was  elected  in  preference  to  his  elder  brothers 
Tizoc  and  AhuitzotI. 

No  new  king  was  elefted  until  the  funeral  of  his  pre- 
dcceflbr  was  celebrated  with  due  pomp  and  magnificence. 

As  foon  as  the  election  was  made,  advice  was  fent  to 
the  kings  of  Acolhuacan  and  Tacuba,  in  order  that  they 
might  confirm  it,  and  alfo  to  the  feudatory  lords  who 
had  been  prefent  at  the  funeraL  Thefe  two  kings  led 
the  new-chofen  fovercign  to  the  greater  temple.  The 
feudatory  lords  went  firft,  with  the  enfigns  of  their 
ftates;  then  the  nobles  of  the  court  with  the  badges  of 
their  dignity  and  offices ;  the  two  allied  kings  followed 
next,  ^d  behind  them  the  king  ele6t,  flripped  naked, 
without  any  covering  except  the  maxtlatl^  the  girdle, 
or  large  bajidage,  about  his  middle.  He  afcended  the 
temple,  refting  on  the  arms  of  two  nobles  of  the  court, 
where  one  of  the  high-priefts,  accompanied  by  the  mod 
rcfpeftable  officers  of  the  temple^  received  him.  He 
wodhipped  the  idol  of  Huitzilopochtli,  toudiing  the 
earth  with  his  hand,  and  then  canrymg  it  to  his  mouth. 
The  high-pried  dyed  his  body  with  a  certain  kind  of 
ink,  and  fprinkled  him  four  times  with  water  which  had 
been  bleffi^,  according  to  their  rite,  at  the  grand  fefti- 
val  of  Huitzilopochtli,  making  ufe  for  this  purpofe  of 
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branches  of  cedar  and  willow^  and  the  leaves  of  maize. 
He  was  clothed  in  a  mantle,  on  which  were  painted 
fkulls  and  bones  of  the  dead,  and  his  head  was  covered 
with  two  other  cloaks,  one  black,  and  the  other  blue, 
on  which  fimilar  figures  were  reprefented.  They  tied 
a  finall  gourd  to  his  neck,  containing  a  certain  powder, 
which  they  efteemed  a  (bong  prefervative  againft  dif- 
cafes,  forcery,  and  treafon.  Happy  would  that  people 
be  whofe  king  could  carry  about  him  fuch  a  preferva- 
tive. They  put  afterwards  a  cenfer,  and  a  bag  of  co- 
pal in  his  hands,  that  he  might  give  incenfe  to  the  idc^ 
with  them.  When  this  aft  of  religion  was  performed, 
during  which  the  king  remained  on  his  knees,  the  high- 
prieft  fat  down  and  delivered  a  difcourfe  to  him,  in 
which  after  congratulating  him  on  his  advancement,  he 
informed  him  of  the  obligation  he  owed  his  fubjefts  for 
having  raifed  him  to  the  throne,  and  warmly  recom- 
mended to  him  zeal  for  religion  and  juftice,  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  poor,  and  the  defence  of  his  native  coun- 
try and  kingdom.  The  allied  kings  and  the  nobles 
next  addrefled  him  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  to  which  the 
king  anfwered  with  thanks  and  promifes  to  exert  him- 
felf  to  the  utmod  of  his  power  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
ftate.  Gomara,  and  other  authors  who  have  copied 
him,  affirm,  that  the  high-pried  made  him  fwear  to 
maintain  their  ancient  religion,  to  obferve  the  laws  of 
his  anceftors,  and  to  make  the  fun  go  his  courfe,  to 
make  the  clouds  pour  down  rain,  to  make  the  rivers 
run,  and  all  fruits  to  ripen.  If  it  is  true,  that  they 
made  the  king  take  fo  extravagant  an  oath,  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  they  only  meant  to  oblige  him  to  maint^n 
a  conduft  worthy  of  thefe  favours  from  heaven. 

After 
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After  hearing  thefc  addrcffes,  the  king  dcfcendcd 
with  all  his  attendants  to  the  lower  area,  where  the 
reft  of  the  nobility  waited  to  make  their  obedience, 
and  pay  him  homage  in  jewels  and  apparel.  He  was 
thence  condufted  to  a  chamber  within  the  inclofure  of 
the  temple  called  Tlacaiecco^  where  he  was  left  by  him- 
felf  four  days,  during  which  time  he  was  allowed  to  eat 
but  once  a  day ;  but  he  might  eat  flefli  or  any  other 
kind  of  food.  He  bathed  twice  every  day,  and  after 
bathing  he  drew  blood  from  his  ears,  which  he  offered 
together  with  fome  burnt  copal  to  Huitzilopochtli, 
making  all  the  while  conftant  and  earned  prayers  to 
obtain  that  enlightenment  of  underilanding  which  was 
requifite  in  order  to  govern  his  monarchy  with  prudence. 
On  the  fifth  day,  the  nobility  returned  to  the  temple, 
condu^ling  the  new  king  to  bis  palace,  where  the  feu- 
datory lords  came  to  renew  the  inveftiture  of  their  fiefs. 
Then  followed  the  rejoicings  of  the  people,  entertain- 
ments, dances,  and  illuminations. 

To  prepare  for  the  coronation  it  was  neceflary,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  or  the  cuftom  in- 
troduced by  Montezuma  I.  that  the  new-ele^ed  king 
(hould  go  out  to  war,  to  procure  the  vi£Ums  which  were 
neceflary  for  the  facrifices  on  fuch  an  occafion.  They 
never  werp  without  enemies  on  whom  war  might  be 
made  ;  either  from  fome  province  of  the  kingdom  having 
rebelled,  or  from  fome  Mexican  merchants  having  been 
unjufUy  put  to  death,  or  on  account  of  fome  infult  hav-  ^ 
ing  been  offered  to  the  royal  ambafiadors,  of  which 
cafes  hiftory  (hews  many  examples.  The  arms  and  en- 
figns  which  the  king  wore  upon  going  to  war,  the  pa- 
rade with  which  his  prifoners  were  condufted  to  the 
court,  and  the  circumftances  which  attended  the  fa- 
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difice  of  them,  (hall  be  explained  when  we  come  to 
treat  of  the  military  eftabliffament  of  the  Mexicans ;  but 
we  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  particular  ceremonies 
which  were  ufed  at  his  coronation.  The  king  of  Acol- 
huacan  was  the  perfon  who  put  the  crown  upon  his 
head.  The  crown  which  was  called  by  the  Mexicans 
copillif  was  a  fort  of  fmall  mitre,  the  fore-part  of  which 
was  raifed  up,  and  terminated  in  a  point,  and  the  part 
behind  was  lowered  down,  and  hung  over  the  neck  in 
the  fame  manner  as  is  reprefented  in  the  figures  of  the 
kings  given  in  this  hiftory.  It  was  compofed  of  differ-^ 
ent  materials,  according  to  the  pleafure  of  the  kings  ; 
fometimes  made  of  thin  plates  of  gold,  fometimes  woven 
with  golden  thread,  and  figured  with  beautiful  feathers. 
The  drcfs  which  he  ufually  wore  in  the  palace  was  the 
xiuhtilmatlij  which  was  a  mantle  of  a  blue  and  white 
mixture.  When  he  went  to  the  temple  he  put  on  a 
white  habit.  That  which  he  wore  to  afiift  at  councils, 
and  other  public  fun£Hons,  varied  according  to  the  na- 
ture and  circumftances  of  the  occafion  ;  one  was  appro- 
priated for  civil  caufes,  and  another  for  criminal  caufes ; 
one  for  a£b  of  juflice,  and  another  for  times  of  rgoic- 
ing :  upon  all  thefc  occafions  he  regularly  wore  his  crown. 
Every  time  he  went  abroad,  he  was  attended  by  a  great 
retinue  of  nobility,  and  preceded  by  a  noble,  who  held 
up  three  rods  made  of  gold  and  odorous  wood,  by  which 
he  intimated  to  the  people  the  prefence  of  their  fove- 
reign. 

The  power  and  authority  of  the  kings  of  Mexico  was 
different  at  diflkrent  periods.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
monarchy  their  power  was  much  circumfcribcd,  and 
their  authority  truly  paternal,  their  conduA  more  hu- 
mane, and  the  prerogatives  which  they  claimed  from 
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their  fubje£b  extremely  moderate.     With  the  cnlarge- 
mcDt  of  their  territory  they  gradually  increafed  their 
riches,  their  magnificence,  and  pomp,  and  in  proper- 
tioQ  to  their  wealth  were  likewife  multiplied,  as  gene- 
rally happois,  the  burthens  on  tlieir  fubjcfts.     Their 
pride  occafioned  them  to  trefpafs  upon  the  limits,  which 
the  confent  of  the  nation  had  allowed  to  their  authority, 
until  they  arrived  at  that  pitch  of  odious  defpotifm  which 
appears  to  have  marked  the  reign  of  Montezuma  XL 
but  notwithftanding  their  tyranny,  the  Mexicans  always 
preferved  the  refpeft  which  was  due  to  the  royal  cha^ 
raAer,  except  that  in  the  laft  year  but  one  of  the  mo- 
narchy, as  will  be  related  hereafter,  when  they  were 
no  longer  able  to  endure  the  meannefs  of  their  king 
Montezuma,  his  excei&ve  cowardice,  and  low  fubmiflion 
to  his  enemies,  they  treated  him  with  contempt,  and 
wounded  him  with  arrows  and  (tones.     T^e  pageantry 
and  oftentatious  grandeur  of  the  laft  Mexican  kings  may 
be  conceived  from  what  we  have  faid  of  the  reign  of 
Montezuma,  and  what  we  fhall  farther  fay  in  our  ac- 
count of  the  conqueft. 

The  kings  of  Mexico  were  rivalled  in  magnificence' 
by  the  kings  of  Acolhuacan,  as  the  latter  were  by  the 
former  in  politics.  The  government  of  the  Acolhuan 
nation  was  almofl:  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Mexicans; 
but  with  refpeft  to  the  right  of  fucceflion  to  the  crown 
they  were  totally  different ;  for  in  the  kingdom  of  Acol- 
huacan,  and  the  fame  is  to  be  underftood  of  Tacuba, 
the  fons  fucceeded  to  their  fathers,  not  according  to 
their  birth,  but  according  to  their  rank ;  the  fons  which 
were  bom  of  the  queen,  or  principal  wife,  having  been 
always  preferred  to  the  reft.  This  rule  was  obferved 
from  the  time  of  Xolotl,  the  firft  Chechcmecan  king, 

until 


132  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

until  the  time  of  Cacamatzin,  who  was  fucceeded  by 
his  brother  Cuicuitzcatzin,  through  the  intrigues  of 
Montezuma  and  the  conqueror  Cortes. 

The  king  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  the  king  of  Acolhua- 
can,  had  three  fupreme  councils,  compofed  of  perfons  of 
the  firft  nobility,  in  which  they  deliberated  upon  afiairs 
relating  to  the  government  of  the  provinces,  the  revenues 
of  the  king,  and  to  war^  and  in  general  the  king  refolved 
upon  no  meafure  of  importance  without  having  firft 
heard  the  opinion  of  his  counfellors.  In  the  hiftory  of 
the  conqueft  we  (ball  find  Montezuma  in  frequent  de- 
liberation with  his  council  on  the  pretenfions  of  the 
Spaniards.  We  do  not  know  the  number  of  members  c^ 
each  council,  nor  do  hiftorians  fumifh  us  with  the  lights 
neceflary  to  illuftrate  fuch  a  fubjeft.  They  have  only 
preferved  to  us  the  names  of  fome  counfellors,  particular- 
ly thofe  of  Montezuma  IL  In  the  fixty-firft  paindng  of 
the  collection  of  Mendoza,  are  reprefented  the  councilr 
halls,  and  fome  of  the  lords  who  compofed  them. 

Amongft  the  different  minifters  and  officers  of  the 
court  there  was  a  treafurer-general,  whom  they  called 
Hueicalpixqui^  or  great  major<lomo,  who  received  all  the 
tributes  which  were  coUefted  by  the  officers  of  the  re- 
venue in  the  provinces,  and  kept  an  account  of  his  re- 
ceipts and  difburfements  in  paintings,  agreeably  to  the 
teftimony  of  Bemal  Diaz,  who,  faw  them.  There  was 
another  treafurer  for  the  gems  and  articles  of  gold,  who 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  direftor  of  the  artifts  who  wrought 
them ;  and  another  for  the  works  which  were  made  of 
feathers,  the  artifts  of  which  laft  employment  had  their 
wo>k-(hops  in  the  royal  palace  of  birds.  There  was 
bcfides  a  provider-general  of  animals,  whom  they  called 
Huejaminqtd  \  he  had  the  charge  of  the  royal  woods,  and 

took 
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took  care  that  game  was  never  wanting  there ;  and  that 
the  royal  palaces  were  never  unprovided  with  every  fort 
af  animal.  Concerning  the  other  royal  minifters  and 
officers,  we  have  mentioned  enough  when  we  treated  of 
the  magnificence  of  Montezuma  11.  and  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kings  of  Acolhuacan,  Techotlala,  and  Neza- 
hualcojotl. 

For  the  office  of  ambafladors,  they  always  employed 
perfons  who  were  both  noble  and  eloquent.  Three, 
four,  or  more  perfons  were  ufually  joined  in  this  office, 
and,  to  procure  refpeft,  they  wore  certain  badges  by 
;  which  they  were  every  where  known,  particularly  a 
green  habit  made  like  the  fcapulary,  or  little  cloak, 
which  fome  religious  people  wear,  from  which  hung  fomc 
locks  of  cotton.  Their  hair  was  twifted  with  beautiful 
feathers,  from  which  alfo  hung  fimilar  locks  of  different 
colours.  In  their  right  hands  they  carried  an  arrow 
with  the  point  downwards ;  in  the  left  a  ffiield,  and 
hanging  at  the  fame  arm  a  net,  in  which  they  carried 
their  provifion.  In  all  the  places  through  which  they 
paffed,  they  were  well  received,  and  treated  with  that 
diftin&ion  which  their  charafier  demanded,  provided 
they  did  not  leave  the  great  road  which  led  to  the  place 
of  thdr  deftination ;  but  if  they  ever  deviated  from  it, 
they  loft  their  rights  and  privileges  as  ambafladors. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  they  were  to  de- 
liver their  embaffy,  they  flopped  before  they  made  en- 
trance, and  waited  until  the  nobility  of  the  city  came  out 
to  meet  them,  and  conduft  them  to  the  Houfe  of  the 
Public,  where  they  were  lodged  and  well  entertained. 
The  nobles  burnt  incenfe  to  them,  and  prefented  nofe* 
gays  of  flowers,  and  after  they  had  repofed,  led  them  to 
the  palace  of  the  lord  of  that  flate,  and  introduced  them 

into 
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into  the  hall  of  audience,  where  they  were  received  by- 
the  lord  himfelf,  and  his  counf^Iors,  who  were  all  feated 
in  their  places.  After  having  made  a  profound  rever- 
ence to  the  lord,  they  fat  down  upon  their  heels  in  the 
middle  of  the  hall,  and  without  faying  a  word,  or  lifting 
up  their  eyes,  they  waited  until  a  fign  was  made  for  them 
to  fpeak.  When  the  fignal  was  given,  the  moft  refpefla- 
ble  amongft  the  ambafladors,  after  having  made  another 
bow  to  the  lord,  delivered  his  embafTy  with  a  low  voice^ 
in  a  ftudied  addrefs,  whiqh  was  attentively  heard  by  the 
lord  and  his  counfellors,  who  kept  their  heads  fo  much 
inclined,  that  they  appeared  almofl:  to  touch  their  knees. 
When  the  ambaffadors  had  finiihed  their  interview,  they 
returned  to  the  houfe  where  they  were  lodged.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  lord  entered  into  confultation  with  his 
counfellors,  and  communicated  his  anfwer  to  the  ambafla- 
dors by  means  of  his  miniflers ;  provided  them  abun- 
dantly with  provifions  for  their  journey,  made  them  alfo 
fome  prefents,  and  caufed  them  to  be  efcorted  out  of  the 
city  by  the  fame  pcrfons  who  had  received  them  upon 
their  arrival.  If  the  lord,  to  whom  the  embafly  was 
fent,  was  a  friend  to  the  Mexicans,  it  was  confidered  as 
a  great  diflionour  not  to  accept  his  prefents  j  but  if  he 
was  an  enemy,  the  ambaffadors  could  not  receive  them 
without  the  exprefs  order  of  their  mafler.  All  thefe 
ceremonies  were  not  invariably  obferved  in  embafSes, 
nor  were  all  embaflies  fent  to  the  lords  of  cities  or  ftates ; 
for  fome  of  them,  as  we  fhall  mention  hereafter,  were 
fent  to  the  body  of  the  nobility,  or  to  the  people. 

The  couriers  whom  the  Mexicans  frequently  employ- 
ed, made  ufe  of  diflferent  enfigns  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  intelligence,  or  affair  with  which  they  were 
charged.     If  it  was  the  news  of  the  Mexicans  having 

hit 
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loft  a  battle,  the  courier  wore  his  hair  loofe  and  diforder- 
ed,  and,  without  fpeaking  a  word  to  anj  perfon,  went 
ftraight  to  the  palace,  where,  kneeling  before  the  king, 
he  related  what  had  happened.  If  it  was  the  news  of  a 
vidory  which  had  been  obtained  by  the  arms  of  Mexico, 
he  had  his  hair  tied  with  a  coloured  firing,  and  his  body 
girt  with  a  white  cotton  cloth ;  in  his  left  hand  a  fhield, 
and  in  his  right  a  fword,  which  he  brandiihed  as  if  he 
had  been  in  the  ad  of  engagement ;  expreffing  by  fuch 
geftores  his  glad  tidings,  and  iinging  the  glorious  a^ons 
of  the  ancient  Mexicans,  while  the  people,  oveijoyed  at 
feeing  him,  led  him  with  many  congratulations  to  the 
royal  palace. 

In  order  that  news  might  be  morefpeedily  conveyed, 
there  were  upon  all  the  highways  of  the  kingdom  cer- 
tain little  towers,  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  each  other, 
where  couriers  were  always  waiting  in  readinefs  to  fet 
out  with  difpatches.  As  foon  as  the  firft  courier  was 
fent  o£F,  he  ran  as  fwiftly  as  he  could  to  the  firft  ftage, 
or  little  tower,  where  he  communicated  to  another  his 
intelligence,  and  delivered  to  him  the  paintings  which 
rcprefented  the  news,  or  the  affair  which  was  the  fub- 
jeft  of  his  embafly.  The  fecond  courier  pofted  without 
delay  to  the  next  ftage,  or  little  tower ;  and  thus  by  a 
continued  and  uninterrupted  fpeed  of  conveyance,  intelli- 
gence was  carried  fo  rapidly  from  place  to  place,  that 
fometimes,  according  to  the  aflirmations  made  by  feve^ 
ral  authors,  it  reached  the  diftance  of  three  hundred 
miles  in  one  day.  It  was  by  this  means  that  frefh  fi(h 
were  daily  brought  to  Montezuma  II.  from  the  gulf  of 
Mexico,  which  is  at  leaft  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  the  capital.  Thofe  couriers  were  exerdfed 
in  running  from  their  childhood ;  and  in  order  to  en- 
courage 
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courage  them  in  this  czercife,  the  priefts,  under  wfaofc 
diicipline  they  were  trained,  frequently  bellowed  rewards 
on  thofe  who  were  viftors  in  a  race. 

With  refpeft  to  the  nobility  of  Mexico  and  of  the 
whole  empire,  it  was  divided  into  feveral  claiTcs,  which 
were  confounded  together  by  the  Spaniards  under  the 
general  name  of  cozies  (9).  Each  dafs  had  its  par- 
ticular privileges  and  wore  its  own  badges,  by  which 
means,  although  their  drefs  was  extremely  fimple,  the 
charaftcr  of  every  perfon  was  immediately  underflood. 
The  nobles  alone  were  allowed  to  wear  ornaments  of 
gold  and  gems  upon  their  clothes,  and  to  them  exclulive- 
ly  belonged,  from  the  reign  of  Montezuma  II.  all  the 
high  offices  at  court,  in  the  magiftracy,  and  the  mod 
coniiderable  in  the  army. 

The  highefl  rank  of  nobility  in  TIafcala,  in  Huexotz- 
inco,  and  in  Cholula,  was  that  of  Teudli.  To  obtain 
this  rank  it  was  neceflary  to  be  of  noble  birth,  to  have 
given  proofs  in  feveral  battles  of  the  utmoft  courage,  to 
be  arrived  at  a  certain  age,  and  to  command  great  riches 
for  the  enormous  expenfes  which  were  neceflary  to  be 
fupported  by  the  poflefibr  of  fuch  a  dignity.  The  can- 
didate was  obliged  befides  to  undergo  a  year  of  regular 
penance,  confiiHng  in  perpetual  fading  and  frequent 
cfiufions  of  blood,  and  an  abftinence  from  all  commerce 
whatfoever  with  women,  and  patiently  enduring  the  in* 
fults,  the  reproaches,  and  ill-treatment,  by  which  forti- 
tude andconftancy  are  put  to  the  teft.  They  bored  the 
cartilage  of  his  nofc,  in  order  to  fufpend  from  it  certain 
grains  of  gold,  which  were  the  principal  badge  of  this 
dignity.     On  the  day  on  which  he  came  to  the  po£- 

icflion 

(q)  The  name  caxlgne,  iwhich  (ignifies  UrJ  or  /rtn^r,  n  derived  £cQin  the 
Haitin  tongue,  which  was  fpoken  in  the  iiland  of  Hifpaniola.  The  Mexicans 
•ailed  a  lord  TJattaiti,  aAd  a  noble  Fi^  and  TcuiUi. 
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feffion  of  it,  they  (tripped  him  of  the  difmal  habit  which 
he  had  worn  during  the  time  of  his  penance,  and  dreffed 
him  in  moft  magnificent  attire :  they  tied  his  hair  with  a 
leathern  riband,  dyed  of  a  red  colour,  at  which  hung 
beautiful  feathers,  and  fixed  alfo  the  grains  of  gold  at 
his  nofe.  This  ceremony  was  performed,  in  the  upper 
area  of  the  greater  temple,  by  a  prieft,  who,  after  hav- 
ing conferred  the  dignity,  made  him  a  congratulatory 
harangue.  From  thence  he  defcended  to  the  lower  area, 
where  he  joined  with  the  nobility  in  a  grand  dance  that 
was  made  there,  and  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  magnifi- 
cent entertainment,  which  was  given  at  his  expenfe  to 
all  the  lords  of  the  ftate,  for  whom  befides  the  innume- 
rable dreffes  which  were  made  in  prefents  to  them,  fuch 
an  abundance  of  meats  were  prepared,  there  were  con- 
fumed  upon  the  occafion,  agreeably  to  the  accounts  of 
fome  authors,  from  one  thoufand  to  fixteen  hundred 
turkies,  a  vaft  number  of  rabbits,  deer,  and  other  ani- 
mals, and  an  incredible  quantity  of  cocoas  in  different 
forts  of  beverage,  and  of  the  moft  choice  and  delicate 
fruits  of  that  country.  The  title  Teudli  was  added  in 
the  manner  of  a  furname  to  the  proper  name  of  perfons 
advanced  to  this  dignity,  as  Chechemeca-feudli^  Pil-teudliy 
and  others.  The  Tcudli  took  precedency  of  all  others 
in  the  fenate,  both  in  the  order  of  fitting  and  voting, 
and  were  permitted  to  have  a  fcrvant  behind  them  with 
a  feat,  which  was  efteemed  a  privilege  of  the  higheft 
honour. 

The  titles  of  nobility  amongft  the  Mexicans  were  for 
the  moft  part  hereditary.  Even  until  the  downfal  of  the 
empire  many  families  that  were  defcended  of  thofe  il- 
luftrious  Aztecas  who  founded  Mexico,  preferved  them- 
felves  in  great  fplendour,  and  feveral  branches  of  thofe 

Vol.  II.  S  moft 
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moA  tLUQcat  houfes  arc  (till  extfting,  thou^  tediiced 
hj  nittfortiiiics,  and  obfcured  and  coiifu£bd  amoogft  the 
Yu^ar  (r).  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  it  would  have 
been  more  wife  policy  in  the  Spaniard^  if,  inftead  of 
condo^ng  women  from  Europe,  and  Haves  from  Africa, 
to  IVfexico,  they  had  endeavoured  to  form  by  marriages;, 
brtifreen  the  Mexicans  and  themfelves,  one  fiogle  indivi* 
4ual  nation.  If  the  nature  of  this  hiftory  would  permit, 
we  could  here  give  a  demonftration  of  the  advantages 
which  would  have  been  derived  to  both  nations  from 
fiich  an  union,  and  the  misfortunes  which  were  occa^ 
fioned  by  the  opposite  conduA. 

In  Mexico,  and  through  the  whole  empire  almoft^ 
excepting  in  the  royal  family  as  we  have  already  men* 
tioned,  the  ions  fucceeded  to  all  the  rights  of  their  fa« 
thers  i  and  on  failure  of  fons  the  rights  fell  to  brothers, 
and  if  thefe  were  wanting,  to  nephews* 

The  lands  of  the  Mexican  empire  were  divided  be« 
tween  the  crown,  the  nobility,  the  communtcies,  and 
the  Temples,  and  there  were  paintings  in  which  the 
property  of  each  was  difUndly  reprefented.  The  lai^ls 
of  the  crown  were  painted  of  a  purple,  thofe  of  the 
nobility  of  a  fcarlet,  and  thofe  of  the  communities  of  a 
yellow  colour.  In  thefe,  at  fird  fight,  the  extent  and 
boundaries  of  the  diBFcrent  eflates  were  diiUnguilbed* 

After 

(r)  It  IB  impoflibie  to  behold  without  regret,  the  ftate  of  degradation  to 
which  fome  illullrioas  families  of  that  kingdom  have  been  reduced.  Not  Terj 
long  ago  was  executed  a  lockiinith,  who  was  a  defcendant  of  the  aocieot  kinfi 
of  Michoacan :  we  knew  a  poor  tajlor  in  Mexico,  who  was  defcendcd  of  a 
▼ery  noble  houfe  of  Coyoacan,  but  had  been  deprived  of  the  poflefEons  which 
he  inherited  from  his  illufb'ious  anceftors.  Examples  of  this  kind  are  not  infre- 
quent even  among  the  royal  families  of  Mexico,  Acolhuacan,  and  Tacuba;  the 
repeated  orders,  which  the  jnlUce  and  clemency  of  the  Catholic  kings  caufed  to 
be  made  in  their  favour,  have  not  been  fnfficicnt  to  proted  them  from  the 
general  calamity  of  their  nation. 


After  tbe^conquefl,  the  SpanF^isiagfftrates  made  ufeof 
thefe  jnftruments  to  decide  all  difpotcs  among  the  ia« 
dians  concerning  the  property  or  pofTeiBon  of  land^. 

Of  the  lands  of  the  croM^,  %^hich  were  called  by  the 
Mexicms  TecpiMlalUy  although  the  property  was  al- 
ways vcftcd  in  the  king,  <rertain  lords  called  Tecpan* 
fM^ue^  Or  Tecpariftaca^  that  is,  people  of  the  falace^ 
enjoyed  tbe  temporary  nfe  and  profits.  Thefe  lords  did 
mit  pay  any  tribute,  nor  give  any  thing  elfe  to  the  king 
dem  nofegajTS  of  flowers  and  different  kinds  of  birds^ 
whick  they  prefented  to  him  in  token  of  their  vaflalage 
every  time  that  they  made  hun  a  viik }  bot  they  were 
cMiged  to  repair  and  rcfl>uild  the  royal  palaces  whenever 
it  tr^  neteflary,  and  to  cultivate  the  gardens  of  the  king, 
by  affifting  with  their  diredions  the  populace  of  their 
diftri^l  in  i9iat  labour.  They  were  obliged  befides  to 
pay  Gonrt  to  the  king^  and  to  attend  upon  him  every 
time  that  he  appeared  in  public,  and  were  therefore 
h^ly  efteemed  by  alL  When  any  of  thofe  lords  died, 
tm  firft-bom  fon  entered  into  pofleiHon  of  the  lands, 
and  hito  all  the  obligations  of  his  father ;  but  if  he 
tratft  to  eftablifh  himfelf  in  another  place,  he  loft  thefe 
riglits,  and  the  kmg  then  granted  them  to  another  ufu« 
fruftuary ;  or  left  the  choice  of  one  to  the  judgment  of 
the  community  in  whofe  diftrid  the  lands  were  fituated* 

The  hnds  which  they  called ///Ax///,  that  is,  lands  of 
the  noUes,  were  the  ancient  poifeflions  of  the  nobles, 
tranfinitted  by  mherrtance  from  father  to  fon,  or  were 
rewards  obtained  from  the  king  in  recompenfe  of  fer- 
vices  done  to  the  crown.  The  firft  and  the  laft  could 
for  the  moft  part  alienate  their  pofleflions,  but  they  were 
sot  allowed  to  give  away  or  fell  them  to  plebeians ; 
Ve  fay  for  the  moft  part,  becaufe  amongft  thefe  lands 

thece 
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there  were  fome  granted  by  the  king  under  a  condition 
not  to  alienate  them,  but  to  leave  them  in  inheritance 
to  their  fons. 

Rcfpefting  the  inheritance  of  ftates,  regard  was  paid 
to  priority  of  birth  ;  but  if  the  firft-bom  fon  was  inca- 
pable of  managing  the  pofleflions,  the  father  was  en- 
tirely at  liberty  to  appoint  any  other  fon  his  heir,  pro- 
vided that  he  fecured  a  proviiion  from  the  reft.  The 
daughters,  at  leaft  in  Tlafcala,  were  not  allowed  to  in- 
herit, that  the  ftate  might  never  fall  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  (banger.  Even  after  the  conqueft  of  the 
Spaniards,  the  Tlafcalans  were  fo  jealous  of  prefcrving 
the  ftates  in  their  families,  that  they  refufed  to  give  the 
inveftiture  of  one  of  the  four  principalities  of  the  re« 
public  to  D.  Francifco  Pimentel,  nephew  of  Coanacot- 
zin,  king  of  Acolhuacan  (s\  married  with  donna  Ma^ 
ria  Maxicatzinj  niece  to  prince  MaxUatzin^  who,  as  we 
'  Ihall  afterwards  find,  was  the  chief  of  the  four  lords 
that  governed  that  republic  at  the  arrival  of  the  Spa- 
niards. The  fiefs  commenced  in  that  kingdom  at  the 
time  that  king  Xolotl  divided  the  lands  of  Anahtiac 
among  the  Chechemecan  and  Acolhuan  lords,  imder 
the  feudal  conditions,  that  they  would  preferve  inviola- 
ble fidelity,  acknowledge  his  fupreme  authority,  and 
their  obligation  to  aflift  their  fovercign  whenever  it 
fhould  be  neceflary  with  their  perfons,  with  then-  pro- 
perty, and  their  vafials.  In  the  Mexican  empire,  as  far 
as  we  can  find,  real  fief^  were  few  in  number ;  and  if 
we  are  to  fpeak  in  the  ftri£l  fenfe  of  the  civil  law, 
there  were  none  at  all  j  for  they  were  neither  perpetual 

in 

(/)  Coanacotxin,  king  of  Acolhnacan,  was  the  Father  of  don  Ferdmaado 
Pimentel,  who  had  don  Francefco  bom  to  him  by  a  Tlafcalan  ladj.  It  it  to 
be  obferred,  that  manj  of  the  Mexicans,  partxcolarlj  the  nobles,  upoo  beio|^ 
baptized,  added  to  their  ChrilUan  name  a  Spanifli  fumame* 
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in  their  nature,  as  every  year  it  was  necefiary  to  re- 
peat the  form  of  inveftiture,  nor  were  the  vailals  of 
feudatories  exempted  from  the  tributes  which  were  paid 
to  the  king  by  the  other  vaflals  of  the  crown. 

The  lands  which  were  called  AliepetlalU^  that  is, 
thofe  of  the  communities  of  cities  and  villages,  were  di- 
vided into  as  many  parts  as  there  were  didrids  in  a  city, 
and  every  diftrift  poffeflfed  its  own  part  entirely  diftinft 
from,  and  independent  of  the  others.  Thefe  lands  could 
not  be  alienated  by  any  means  whatever.  Some  of  them 
were  allotted  to  fumifh  proviiions  for  the  army  in  time 
of  war ;  thofe  were  called  Melchimalli^  'or  Cacalomilli^ 
according  to  the  kind  of  proviiions  which  they  fupplied. 
The  catholic  kings  have  aiCgned  lands  to  the  fettlements 
of  the  Mexicans  (/),  and  made  proper  laws  to  fecure 
to  them  the  perpetuity  of  fuch  poffeilions ;  but  at  pre- 
fent  many  villages  have  been  deprived  of  them  by  the 
great  power  of  fome  individuals,  ailifted  by  the  iniquity 
of  fome  judges. 

All  the  provinces  that  were  conquered  by  the  Mexi- 
cans were  tributary  to  the  crown,  and  contributed  fruits, 
animals,  and  the  minerals  of  the  country,  according  to 
the  rate  prefcribed  them ;  and  all  merchants  befides 
paid  a  part  of  their  merchandizes,  and  all  artifts  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  their  labours.  In  the  capital  of  every 
province  was  a  houfe  allotted  for  a  magazine  to  con- 
tain the  corn,  garments,  and  all  the  other  effeAs,  which 
the  revenue  officers  colleAed  in  the  circle  of  each  diftrid. 
Thefe  officers  were  univerfally  odious  on  account  of  the 
diftrefles  which  they  brought  on  the  tributary  places. 

Their 

(0  The  roTil  laws  grant  to  eveiy  Indian  Tillage^  or  fettkment,  the  territorj 
which  furronndt  them  to  the  extent  of  fix  hundred  CaiUliao  culutSy  which  are 
ppial  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-lcTeii  Parifian  perches. 
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Their  badges  of  diftmftion  were  a  little  rod  which  they 
carried  in  one  hand,  and  a  fan  of  feathers  in  the  other. 
The  treafurers  of  the  king  had  paintings^  in  which  were 
defcrlbed  all  the  tributary  placet  and  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  tributes.  In  the  colledion  made  by  Men- 
doza,  there  are  thirty-fix  paintings  of  this  kind  (u)^  and 
in  each  of  tbcfc  are  reprcfcnted  the  prracipal  phices  of 
one,  or  of  many  provinces  of  the  empire.  Befides  an 
exceffire  number  of  cotton  garments,  and  a  certain  qnan- 
fity  of  com  and  feathers,  which  were  the  ufoai  taxef 
hud  oB  ahnoft  all  tributary  places,  many  other  different 
tbmgt  were  paid  in  tribute  according  to  the  produce  of 
different  countries.  In  order  to  give  onr  readers  ibme 
idea  of  them,  we  fhadl  mention  fome  of  the  taxes  wbkh 
<re  reprefented  in  thefe  paintings* 

The  dcies  of  Xo€9nocho^  Huehuetlan^  Maza^dn^  ttA 
others  upon  the  coaft,  pakl  annually  to  the  crowfi,  be* 
fides  the  dreffes  made  of  cotton,  four  thoo&nd  httidfidi 
of  beautiful  feathers  of  different  colours^  two  bimdroA 
bagu  of  cocoas,  forty  tygers  /kins,  and  a  hundred  and 
fixty  birds  of  certain  particdar  colours*  Hnmcjaeac^  C^ 
jdapany  AtUcuicbabuajan^  and  other  places  bebngiog 
fo  the  Zapotecas,  paid  in  tribute  forty  plates  of  gold 
of  a  certain  fize  and  thid:ne(s,  and  twenty  bags  of  co* 
dlrineal.  Tlacbquiauc^y  Azof  Ian  j  twenty  vafes  of  a  cer« 
tain  meafnre  fafl  of  gold  in  powder,  focbtepec^  Oriatii" 
Am,  CojBtmalhapmt^  Micbafan^  and  other  places  upon 

(he 

(ar)  The  thirty-ib  ptimuq^t  begin  with  the  Z3tl^  and  end  wi^  la 

the  copy  of  them  pnbfiflied  by  Therenoc,  the  %lfi  and  %td  are  wanting,  and  for 
ike  noft  part  the  figures  of  the  tribuurj  cttiet.  The  copy  publiihed  in  Mexico 
in  1770,  is  ftill  left  perfed,  for  it  wants  the  axil,  aad,  j^Sth,  39th,  and  40th  of 
liendoaa^  CoUedUon,  befides  a  nwnber  of  errors  in  the  iaurprnatiom ;  but  it 
has  the  advantage  over  llieveaoc'a  of  ktmng  the  %Drai  of  the  ckiM^  mA  df  h^ 
ing  all  fMfnt^  00  platffc 
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die  coafi  of  the  Mexican  gulf,  beiides  the  jfarpents  of 
cotton,  gold,  and  cocoas,  were  obliged  to  ouitfibule 
fercmjr-four  tboufand  haiulfuls  of  feathers,  of  diffitrefit 
cokftifs  and  qualities,  fut  necklaces,  two  of  the  fineft 
emeralds,  and  four  of  thofe  which  were  ordinary  i  twenty 
caterings  of  amber,  adorned  with  gold,  and  ai  many  of 
cryilal  j  a  hundred  fmall  cups  or  jugs  of  liquid  amb^, 
and  iixteen  thoufand  balls  of  ule^  or  elaftic  gusu  Jd^ 
pejacac^  ^mcbolac^  Tecamacbako^  Acaizincoj  and  olhec 
places  of  thofe  regions,  fumiihed  four  thoufand  fack^ 
of  lime,  fcHir  thoufand  loads  of  atatHy  or  foBd  canes,  fit 
to  be  ufed  in  buildings,  and  as  many  loads  of  the  iamo 
canes  of  a  (mailer  (ize,  fit  for  making  darts,  and  eight 
thoufand  loads  of  acajetlj  or  little  reeds,  full  of  aroma<« 
tic  fubftances.  MalinaHepeCy  Tlalcozaubtitlauj  OJinallafty 
bhcatlauy  J^ualacy  and  other  places  of  fouthern  hot  coun« 
tries,  fix  hundred  cups  g(  honey,  forty  large  hafons  of 
Ucozahuitly  or  yellow  ochre,  fit  for  painting,  a  hdndred 
and  fixty  axes  of  copper,  forty  round  plates  of  gold,  of 
a  certain  diameter  and  thicknefs,  ten  fmall  meafures  of 
fine  turquoifes,  and  one  load  of  ordinary  turquoifes. 
^aubnabuacj  Pancbimalcoy  AtlacboloajaUj  Xiuhtepce^ 
Huit%ilacy  and  other  places  belonging  to  the  Tlahuicas, 
fixteen  thoufand  pieces,  or  large  (heets  of  paper,  aod  four 
thoufand  xicalli  (natural  vafes,  of  which  we  (hall  treat 
hereafter),  of  different  fizes.  ^uimbtHlaUy  lekuillpfocatH 
and  other  places  which  were  neighbouring  to  them,  eight 
thoufand  mats,  and  as  many  feats  or  chairs.  Other 
places  contributed  fuel,  (lone,  a  certain  number  of  beams 
and  planks  fit  for  buildings,  and  a  certain  quantity  of 
copal,  &c.  Some  tributary  people  were  obliged  to  fend 
to  the  royal  palaces  and  woods  a  certain  number  of  birds 
and  quadrfjpeds,  namely,  the  people  of  Xilotefecy  Micb* 

malajan^ 
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maJajan^  and  other  places  in  the  country  of  the  Otcnnies, 
which  laft  were  obliged  to  fend  the  king  every  year  forty 
live  eagtes.  Concerning  the  Matlatzincas  we  know  that 
when  they  were  brought  under  fubjeftion  to  the  crown 
of  Mexico  by  king  Axajacatl,  bcfides  the  tribute  which 
they  are  rcprefentcd  to  have  paid,  in  the  twenty-feventh 
painting  of  the  collcftion  of  Mendoza,  the  further  bur- 
then was  impofed  on  them  of  cultivating  a  field  about 
feven  hundred  perches  long  and  half  as  broad,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fumifliing  the  royal  army  with  provifions. 
To  conclude,  a  part  of  every  thing  ufcful,  which  was 
found  in  the  kingdom,  either  amongfl:  the  produftions 
of  nature  or  art,  was  paid  in  tribute  to  the  king  of 
Mexico. 

Thcfe  large  contributions,  the  great  prcfcnts  which 
the  governors  of  provinces,  and  the  feudatory  lords  made 
to  the  king,  together  with  the  fpoils  of  war,  formed  the 
great  riches  of  his  court  which  excited  fo  much  admira- 
tion in  the  Spanifh  conquerors,  and  occafloncd  fo  much 
mifery  to  his  unfortunate  fubjefts.  ITie  tributes  which 
were  at  firft  moderate  and  eafy,  became  at  laft  cxccflive 
and  enormous ;  for  the  pride  and  pomp  of  the  kings  kept 
pace  with  their  conquefts.  It  is  true,  that  a  great  part, 
and  perhaps  the  grcateft  part  of  thefe  revenues  was  ex- 
pended for  the  benefit  of  the  fame  fubjefts  in  the  fup- 
port  of  a  great  number  of  minifters  and  magiftrates  for 
the  adminiftration  of  jufticc,  in  the  reward  of  thofe  who 
had  done  fervices  to  the  ftate,  in  the  relief  of  the  indi- 
gent,  particularly  widows  and  orphans,  and  men  grown 
feeble  with  age,  which  were  the  three  claffes  of  people 
moft  compaffionatcd  by  the  Mexicans,  and  alfo  by  open- 
ing the  royal  granaries  in  times  of  great  fcarcity  to  the 
Hation ;  but  how  many  of  thofe  unhappy  people  who 

were 
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^crc  Qoable  to  pay  the  tributes  demanded  from  them 
muft  fink  under  the  weight  of  their  mifery,  whiJe  the 
royal  beneficence  did  not  reach  them  ?  To  oppreffivc 
taxes  were  added  the  greateft  rigour  in  collecting  them. 
Whoever  did  not  pay  the  tribute  prefcribcd  was  fold 
for  a  Have,  in  order  to  purchafe  with  his  liberty  what 
he  could  not  gain  by  his  induftry. 

For  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  Mexicans  had 
various  tribunals  and  judges.  At  court,  ^nd  in  the  more 
confiderable  places  of  the  kingdom,  there  was  a  fupreme 
magiftrate  named  Cibuacoail^  whofe  authority  was  fo  great 
that  from  the  fentences  pronounced  by  him,  either  in 
dvil  or  criminal  caufes,  no  appeal  could  be  made  to  any 
other  tribunal,  not  even  to  majefly.  He  had  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  inferior  judges,  and  the  receivers  of  the 
royal  revenues  within  his  diftrift,  rendered  in  their  ac* 
counts  to  him.  Any  one  who  either  made  ufe  of  his 
enfigns,  or  ufurped  his  authority,  was  punilhed  with 
death. 

The  tribunal  of  the  Jlacatecatl^  though  inferior  to  the 
firft,  was  extremely  refpedable,  and  compofed  of  three 
judges,  namely  of  the  llacatecatly  who  was  the  chief, 
and  from  whom  the  tribunal  took  its  name,  and  of  two 
others  who  were  called  ^auhnochtli  and  Jlanotlac. 
They  took  cognizance  of  civil  and  criminal  caufes  in  the 
firft  and  fecond  inftance,  although  fentence  was  pro- 
nounced in  the  name  only  of  the  Tlacatecatl.  They 
met  daily  in  a  hall  of  thehoufe  of  the  public,  whii:hwas 
^  called  TiatzontecojaHy  that  is,  the  place  where  judgment 
is  given,  to  which  belonged  porters  and  other  officers  of 
juftice.  There  they  liftened  with  the  utmoft  attention 
to  litigations,  diligently  examined  into  caufes,  and  pror 
noonced  fentence  according  to  the  laws.     If  a  caufe  was 

VojL.  n.  T  purely 
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purdjr  civil,  there  was  no  appeal  from  that  court ;  but 
tf  the  caufe  was  of  a  criimDal  nature,  an  zppcai  lay  to 
the  Cthnacoatl.  The  fenteoce  was  pubTiihed  by  die 
Tepojotlj  or  public  crjrer,  and  was  executed  by  the  Quauh- 
iKxrhtli,  who,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  was  one  of 
the  three  judges.  The  public  oyer,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
ecutive minifter  of  juftice,  was  held  in  high  efteem 
amongft  the  Mexicans,  becaufe  they  were  confidepcd  to 
be  the  rcprefcntatives  of  the  king* 

In  e^ery  diftrift  of  the  city  refided  a  Teu^^  who  was 
deputy  of  the  tribunal  of  Tlacatecatl,  and  was  eleded 
annually  by  the  commons  of  that  di(biA.  He  took 
cognizance,  in  the  firft  inftancc,  of  the  caufes  within  his 
diftri^  and  daily  waited  upon  the  Cihuacoad,  or  the 
Tlacatecatl,  to  rep(H't  to  him  every  thing  whidi  ocxur- 
red,  and  to  receive  his  orders.  Befuies  thde  Teuftli, 
there  were  in  every  diftrift  certain  commiflarics,  ele&cd 
in  the  fame  manner  by  the  commons  of  the  diftrid,  and 
named  CenteSlapixque  ;  but  they,  from  what  appears  to 
us,  were  not  judges,  but  only  guardians,  charged  to  ob- 
ferve  the  conduft  of  a  certain  number  of  families  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  and  to  acquaint  the  magiflrates  with 
every  thing  that  pafled.  Next  to  the  Teu£Ui  were  the 
Taquitlatoque^  or  the  runners,  who  carried  the  notifica* 
tions  of  the  magiflrates,  and  fummoned  guilty  perfons, 
and  the  Topilli  or  the  officers  who  apprehended  and 
made  prifoners. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Acolhuacan,  the  judicial  powo*  was 
divided  amongft  feven  principal  cities*  The  judges  re- 
mained in  their  tribunals  from  fun-rife  nntil  evening* 
Their  meals  were  brought  to  them  in  the  tribunal-hali, 
and  that  they  might  not  be  taken  off  from  their  employ- 
ment>  by  giving  attendance  upon  their  families,  nor  have 

any 
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any  cxaak  far  being  corrapted,  they  were,  agreeably  to 
the  ufage  in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico,  ai&gned  pofTeflions 
and  hbonrersy  who  cultivated  their  fields*  Thofe  pof- 
feifioDS,  as  they  belonged  to  the  office,  not  to  the  officer^ 
did  not  pafs  to  his  heirs  bnt  to  hb  fuccefKn-s  in  that  ap^ 
pointmcnt.  In  caufes  of  importance  they  dnrft  liot  pro- 
noance  fentence,  at  leaft  not  m  the  capital,  without  giv- 
ing infimnation  to  the  king.  Every  Mexican  months  or 
every  twenty  days,  an  aflfembly  of  all  the  judges  was 
fadd  before  the  king,  in  order  to  determine  all  caufes 
then  undecided*  If  from  their  being  much  perplexed  and 
intricate,  they  were  not  finifiied  at  that  time,  they  were 
rtfcrved  for  another  general  aflembly  of  a  more  folemn 
nature,  which  was  held  every  eighty  days,  and  was  there- 
fore called  Nappa^allatcUi^  that  is,  the  Conference  of 
Eighty,  at  which  all  caufes  were  finally  decided,  and  in 
the  prcfence  of  that  whole  aflembly,  punifhment  was  in- 
Aided  on  the  goihy.  The  king  pronounced  fentence  by 
drawing  a  line  with  the  point  of  an  arrow  upon  the  head 
of  the  guilty  peribn,  which  was  painted  on  the  process. 

In  the  tribunals  of  the  Mexicans  the  contending  par- 
ties made  their  own  allegations :  at  leaft  we  do  not  know 
that  they  employed  any  other  advocates.  In  criminal 
caofcs  the  accuicr  was  not  aUowed  any  other  proof  than 
that  of  his  witneffi» ;  but  an  accufed  perfon  could  clear 
himfidf  from  guih  by  his  oath.  In  diiputes  zhoal  the 
1x>undaries  of  pofleffioos,  the  paintings  of  the  land  were 
coafnlted  as  authentic  writings* 

All  the  magiftrates  were  obliged  to  give  judgment  ac« 
cording  to  the  hws  of  the  kingdom  which  were  repre- 
fented  by  paintings.  Of  thefe  we  have  feen  many,  and 
have  eztraf^ed  from  them  a  part  of  that  which  we  fbaH 
hj  before  onr  readers  on  the  fubjeft*    The  powo-  of 

making 
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making  laws  in  Tezcuco  belonged  always  to  the  king5, 
who  made  thofe  which  they  publiflicd,  be  rigoroufly  ob- 
fcrvcd.  Amongft  the  Mexicans,  the  firft  laws  were 
made,  from  what  we  can  difcover,  by  the  body  of  the 
nobility ;  but  afterwards  the  kings  became  the  legiilat<»-s 
of  the  nation,  and  while  their  authority  was  confined 
within  moderate  limits,  they  were  zealous  in  the  obfer- 
vance  of  thofe  laws  which  they  or  their  anceftors  had 
promulgated.  In  the  laft  years  of  the  monarchy  defpo- 
tifm  altered,  and  changed  them  at  caprice.  We  ihall 
here  enumerate  thofe  which  were  in  force  at  the  time  the 
Spaniards  entered  into  Mexico.  In  fome  of  them  much 
prudence  and  humanity  and  a  ilrong  attachment  to  good 
cuftoms  will  be  difcovered ;  but  in  others  an  excefs  of 
rigour  which  degenerated  into  cruelty. 

A  traitor  to  the  king  or  the  flate  was  torn  in  pieces, 
and  his  relations  who  were  privy  to  the  treafon,  and  did 
not  difcover  it,  were  deprived  of  their  liberty. 

Whoever  dared  in  war,  or  at  any  time  of  public 
rejoicing,  to  make  ufe  of  the  badges  of  the  kings  of 
Mexico,  of  Acolhuacan,  or  Tacuba,  or  of  thofe  of  the 
Cihuacoatl,  was  puniihed  with  deaths  and  his  goods  con- 
fifcated. 

Whoever  maltreated  an  ambaffador,  minifter,  or  couri- 
er belonging  to  the  king,  fuffered  death ;  but  ambafla- 
dors  and  couriers  were  forbid  on  their  part  part  to  leave 
the  high  road,  under  pain  of  lofing  their  privileges. 

The.puni{hment  of  death  was  infli^d  alfo  on  thofe 
pcrfons  who  occafioned  any  fedition  amongft  the  people ; 
on  thofe  who  carried  off,  or  changed  the  boundaries 
placed  in  the  fields  by  public  authority ;  and  likewife  on 
judges  who  gave  a  fcntence  that  was  unjuft,  or  contrary 
to  the  laws,  or  made  an  unfaithful  report  of  any  caufc 

to 
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to  the  king,  or  a  fuperior  magiftrate,  or  allowed  them- 
felves  to  be  corrupted  by  bribes. 

He  who  in  war  committed  any  hoftility  upon  the  ene- 
my without  the  order  of  his  chief,  or  attacked  them 
before  the  iignal  for  battle  was  given,  or  abandoned  the 
colours,  or  violated  any  proclamation  publiflied  to  the 
army,  was  infallibly  beheaded. 

He  who  at  marked  altered  the  meafures  eftablifhed 
by  the  magiftrates,  was  guilty  of  felony,  and  was  put  to 
death  without  delay  in  the  fame  place. 

A  murderer  forfeited  his  own  life  for  his  crime,  even 
although  the  perfon  murdered  was  but  a  flave. 

He  who  killed  his  wife,  although  he  caught  her  in 
adultery,  fuffered  death  j  becaufe,  according  to  them, 
he  ufurpcd  the  authority  of  the  magiftrates,  whofe  pro- 
vince  it  was  to  take  cognizance  of  mifdeeds,  and  punifh 
evil-doers. 

Adultery  was  inevitably  puniihed  with  death.  Adul- 
terers were  ftoned  to  death,  or  their  heads  were  bruifed 
between  two  ftones.  This  law  which  prefcribed  that 
adulterers  fhould  be  ftoned  to  death,  is  one  of  thofe 
which  we  have  feen  reprefented  in  th.e  ancient  paintings 
which  were  prefervcd  in  the  library  o£  the  fupreme  col- 
lie of  Jefuits  at  Mexico.  It  is  alfo  reprefented  in  the 
hft  painting  of  the  colle^Hon  made  by  Mendoza,  and  is 
taken  notice  of  by  Gomara,  Torqucmada,  and  other 
authors.  But  they  did  not  confider,  nor  did  they  punifh 
as  adultery,  the  trefpafs  of  a  hufl^and  with  any  woman 
who  was  free,  or  not  joined  in  matrimony :  wherefore 
the  hufband  was  not  bound  to  fo  much  fidelity  as  was 
exa&ed  from  the  wife.  In  all  places  of  the  empire  this 
crime  was  punifhed,  but  in  fome  places  with  greater  fe- 
verity  than  in  others*    In  Ichoatlan,  a  woman  who  was 
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accufcd  of  adaltery  was  fummoned  before  the  ytdgcSf 
and  if  the  proofs  of  her  crime  were  fatisfaaory,  ftie  re* 
ceired  puniflunent  there  immediatelj ;  ihe  was  torn  in 
pieces,  and  her  limbs  divided  amongft  the  witoefles.  In 
Itztepec  infidelity  in  a  woman  was  puniflied  according  to 
the  fentence  <^  the  magiftrates  by  her  hufband,  who  cat 
o6F  her  nofe  and  her  ears.  In  fome  parts  of  the  empire 
the  punUhment  of  death  was  hxflided  cm  the  hofband, 
who  cohabited  with  his  wife,  after  it  was  prored  that 
(he  had  violated  her  fidelity. 

No  divorce  was  lawful  without  the  permiffion  of  the 
judges.  He  who  defired  to  divorce  his  wife,  prefented 
hin^elf  before  the  tribonal  and  explained  his  reaibns  for 
k.  The  judges  exhorted  him  to  concord,  and  endea* 
Tonred  to  difTuade  him  from  a  feparation ;  but  if  he  per* 
fifted  in  his  claim,  and  his  reafons  appeared  juft,  they  told 
him  that  he  might  do  that  which  he  (hould  judge  raoft 
proper,  without  giving  then-  authority  for  a  divorce  by  a 
formal  fentence.  If  after  all  he  divorced  her,  be  never 
could  recover  her  nor  be  united  to  her  again. 

Thofe  who  were  guilty  of  inceft  with  their  neareft  of 
blood,  or  relations,  were  hanged,  and  all  marriages  be- 
tween perfons  fo  nearly  conne£^ed  were  ftri&ly  forbid  bj 
law,  excepting  marriages  between  brothers  and  fifters-in- 
Jaw  i  for  amongft  the  Mexicans,  as  well  as  amongft  the 
Hebrews,  it  was  the  cuftom  that  the  brothers  of  the  de- 
ceaied  hufband  might  marry  with  their  widowed  Mers- 
in-law ;  but  there  was  great  difference  in  this  praAice 
of  thefe  two  nations ;  for  amongfl  the  Hd>rews  inch  a 
marriage  could  only  happen  in  one  cafe,  that  was  where' 
the  huiband  died  without  ifTue ;  amongft  the  Mexicans 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  neccflary  that  the  deccafed  fhould 
leave  children,  of  u^fe  education  the  brother  was  to 

take 
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take  diai^  entering  into  all  die  rights  of  a  father.  In 
(bme  places  which  were  diflant  from  the  capital,  the  no- 
bles were  accuflomed  to  marry  their  widowed  mothers- 
in-law,  provided  their  fathers  had  not  had  children  by 
them ;  bnt  in  th^  capitals  of  Mexico  and  Tezcuco,  and 
the  places  neighbouring  to  them,  fuch  marriages  were 
deemed  inceftuous^  and  punifhed  with  fcverity. 

Any  pcrfon  guilty  of  a  deteftable  crime  was  hanged  $ 
if  a  prieft,  he  was  burnt  alive.  Amongft  all  the  nations 
of  Anahuac,  excepting  the  Panuchefe,  this  crime  was 
held  in  abommaticm,  and  was  puniflied  by  them  all  with 
rigour.  Nevcrthelefs,  vicious  men,  in  order  to  juftify 
their  own  excefles,  have  defamed  all  the  nations  of  A* 
merica  with  this  horrid  voice ;  but  this  calumny,  which 
feveral  European  authors  have  too  readily  admitted  to 
be  juil,  is  proved  to  be  falfe  by  the  teftimony  of  many 
other  authors,  who  are  mc^e  impartial  and  better  in- 
formed (x). 

The  prieft,  who,  during  the  time  that  he  was  dedica- 
ted to  the  fervice  of  the  temple,  abuled  any  free  woman, 
was  deprived  of  the  prieflhood  and  banifhed. 

If  any  of  the  young  men,  or  young  women^  who  were 
educating  in  the  feminarics,  were  guilty  of  incontinence, 
they  were  liable  to  a  fcvere  punifliment,  and  even  to  fuf- 
fcr  death,  according  to  the  report  of  fome  authors.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  pmiiftiment  whatever 
prefcribed  for  iimple  fornication,  although  the  evil  tenden- 
cy of  an  excefs  of  this  kind  was  not  unknown  to  them ; 
and  fathers  frequently  admoniihcd  their  children  to  be- 
ware of  it :  they  burned  the  hair  of  a  bawd  i)i  the  mar- 
ket-place with  pine  torches,  and  fmearcd  her  head  with 

the 

(x)  See  mkmt  we  have  faid  ia  our  DUTerutioM  refpe^^  the  Mthor  wkm 
hat  revived  this  atrocious  calumny  upon  the  Amcricani. 
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the  rcfin  of  the  fame  wood.  The  more  refpeflablc  the 
pcrfoQs  were  to  whom  (he  fervcd  in  this  capacity,  fo 
much  the  greater  was  the  putiiihment. 

According  to  the  laws,  the  man  whd  dreifed  himfelf 
like  a  woman,  or  the  woman  who  drefled  herfelf  like  a 
man,  was  hanged. 

The  thief  of  things  of  fmall  value  met  with  no  punifli- 
ment,  excepting  that  of  being  obliged  to  reftore  what  he 
had  ftolen ;  if  the  things  were  of  great  value,  he  was 
made  the  flave  of  the  perfon  whom  he  had  robbed.  If 
the  thing  ftolen  did  no  longer  exift,  nor  the  robber  had 
any  goods  by  which  he  could  repay  his  robbery,  he  was 
ftoned  to  death.  If  he  had  ftolen  gold  or  gems,  after 
being  condufted  through  all  the  ftrcets  of  the  city,  he 
was  facrificed  at  the  feftival  which  the  goldfmiths  held 
in  hcmour  of  their  god  Xipe.  He  who  ftole  a  certain 
number  of  ears  of  maize,  or  pulled  up  from  another's 
field  a  certain  number  of  ufeful  trees,  was  made  a  flave 
of  the  owner  of  that  field  (y) ;  but  every  poor  traveller 
was  permitted  to  take  of  the  maize,  or  the  fruit-bearing 
trees,  which  were  planted  by  the  fide  of  the  highway,  as 
much  as  was  fufiicicnt  to  fatisfy  immediate  hunger. 

He  who  robbed  in  the  market,  was  immediately  put  to 
death  by  the  baftinado,  in  the  market-place. 

He  alfo  was  condemned  to  death,  who  in  the  army 
robbed  another  of  his  arms  or  badges. 

Whoever  upon  finding  a  ftraycd  child,  made  it  a  flave, 
and  fold  it  to  another,  as  if  it  were  his  own,  forfeited  by 
that  crime  his  liberty  and  his  goods,  one  half  of  which 
was  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  child,  and  the 

other 

(y)  The  anonymout  conqueror  fays>  that  ftealiog  of  three  or  four  cars  of 
maize  was  fufficient  to  incur  the  penalty.  Torquemada  adds,  that  the  penalty 
Was  death :  but  this  was  the  hw  in  the  kingdom  of  Acelhuacan  only,  not  is  the 
realm  of  Mexico. 
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ether  half  was  paid  to  the  purchafer  that  he  might  fet 
the  child  at  liberty.  Whatever  number  of  pcrfons  were 
concerned  in  the  crime,  all  of  them  were  liable  to  the 
fame  punifhment.  ' 

To  the  fame  punilhment  of  fervitude,  and  to  the  lofs 
of  his  goods,  was  every  perfon  liable  who  fold  the  poflef- 
iions  of  another,  which  he  only  had  in  farm. 

Tutors  who  did  not  give  a  good  account  of  the  eftates 
of  their  pupils,  were  hanged  without  pardon. 

The  fame  punifhment  was  infliAed  on  fons  who 
Squandered  their  patrimony  in  vices ;  for  they  faid  it 
was  a  great  crime  not  to  fet  a  higher  value  on  the  la- 
bours of  their  fathers. 

He  who  praftifed  forcery  was  facrificed  to  the  gods. 

Drunkennefs  in  youth  was  a  capital  offence ;  young 
men  were  put  to  death  by  the  baftinado  in  prifon,  and 
young  women  were  ftoncd  to  death.  In  men  advanced 
in  years^  although  it  was  not  made  capital,  it  was  pu- 
nifhed  with  feverity.  If  he  was  a  nobleman^  he  was 
ftripped  of  his  ofBce  and  his  rank,  and  rendered  infa- 
mous ;  if  a  plebeian,  they  ihaved  him  (a  punifliment 
very  fenfibly  felt  by  them),  and  dcmoliflied  his  houfe, 
faying,  that  he  who  could  voluntarily  bereave  himfelf 
of  his  fenfes,  was  not  worthy  of  a  habitation  amongft 
men.  This  law  did  not  forbid  conviviality  at  nuptials, 
or  at  any  other  times  of  feftivity :  on  fuch  occafions  it 
being  lawful,  in  private  houfes,  to  drink  more  than 
ufual ;  nor  did  the  law  affcft  old  men  of  fcvcnty  years, 
who,  on  account  of  their  age,  were  allowed  to  drink 
as  much  as  they  pleafed ;  which  appears  rcprcfented  in 
the  forty-third  painting  of  the  colleftion  made  by  Men- 
doza. 

Vol.  II.  U  He 
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He  who  told  a  lie  to  the  particular  prgudlcfc  of  walo* 
ther^  had  a  part  of  his  Up  cat  off,  and  fometimes  his 
ears. 

Of  the  Mexican  law?  concerning  flaves  tt  is  to  be  otv 
ierved,  that  there  were  three  forts  of  Haves  among 
them.  The  firft  were  prifoners  of  war;  the  fecond 
were  thofe  whom  they  purchafed  for  a  valuable  confide- 
ration ;  and  the  third  were  malefaftors.  Who  were  de- 
prived of  their  liberty  m  punifhment  of  their  crimies. 

The  prifoners  of  war  were  generally  facrificed  to 
thdr  gods.  He  who  in  war  took  another's  prifoncr 
from  hhn,  or  fet  him  at  liberty^  was  puniihed  with 
death. 

The  fale  of  a  fiave  was  not  valid,  unlefs  it  was  made 
{n  the  prefence  of  four  lawful  witncfies.  In  gerietal, 
they  affembled  in  greater  numbers,  and  celebrated  con* 
ba^  of  that  nature  with  great  folemniry. 

Among  the  Mexicans  a  flave  was  aHowed  to  have  cat- 
tle, to  acquire  property,  and  even  to  purchafc  flaveai 
who  ferved  him  j  nor  could  his  owner  hinder  him,  nor 
hkve  fcrvice  from  fuch  flaves ;  for  flavcry  was  only  ail 
obligation  of  perfonal  fervice,  and  even  that  ^as  under 
certain  reftri£Hons. 

Nor  was  flavery  entailed  upon  the  defcendants  of 
(laves.  All  Mexicans  were  bOTU  free,  although  their 
mothers  were  flaves.  If  a  free  man  impregnated  ano^ 
thcr  perfon's  flave,  and  flie  died  during  her  pregnancy, 
he  became  the  flave  of  the  owner  of  the  female  ilave  j 
but  if  Ihe  was  happily  delivered,  the  child  as  well  as  the 
father  remained  both  free. 

Neceflitous  parents  were  allowed  to  difpofe  of  any 
one  of  their  children,  in  order  to  relieve  their  Rpverty  5 
and  any  free  man  might  fell  himfelf  for  the  fame  pur- 

pofej 
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pole ;  bfft  owQcrs  couJ4  not  fell  thjcir  ilayes  without  their 
coofenty  unlefs  they  were  Saves  wi^h  a  f:ollar.  Run- 
away, rebellious,  or  vicious  jQaves,  had  two  or  three 
^jramings  given  them  by  their  owqers,  which  warnings 
they  gave  for  their  better  juftification  in  prefence  of 
fomc  witnefTes.  If,  in  fpite  of  thpfe  admonitions  the 
iUves  did  not  mepd  their  behaviour,  a  wooden  collar 
was  put  about  their  nec](:s,  and  then  it  was  lawful  to 
fell  than  at  market.  If,  after  having  been  owned  by 
two  or  three  mailers,  they  (till  continued  intr^^ble, 
they  were  ibid  for  the  facrifices;  but  that  happene4 
ycry  rarely.  If  a  ilave,  who  was  collared  in  this  man- 
ner, happened  to  efcape  fropi  the  prifon  where  his  own- 
er confined  him,  and  took  refuge  in  the  royal-palace, 
he  remained  free;  and  the  perfon  who  attempted  te 
preyent  his  gaining  this  afylum,  forfeited  his  liberty  for 
the  attempt,  except  it  was  the  owner,  or  one  of  his 
(iuldrai,  who  had  a  right  to  feize  him. 

The  perfons  who  fold  themfclves  were  generally 
§ameilers,  who  did  fo  in  ordo-  tp  game  with  the  price 
of  their  liberty ;  or  thofe  who  by  lazineis,  or  fome  mif- 
fbrtune,  found  themf^^ves  reduced  to  mifery,  and  prp- 
ititutes,  who  wanted  clothes  to  make  their  appearance 
jn  public ;  for  women  of  that  c)afs  among  the  Me3ucan$ 
|ud  no  intereit  in  general  in  their  profeijion,  but  the 
gntifica^oa  of  their  paiSions.  Slavery  amcrngfl:  the 
Mexicans  was  not  fo  hard  to  be  borne,  as  it  was  apiong 
Other  peopje }  for  the  condition  of  a  ilave  among  thei^ 
was  by  no  means  opprefiive.  Their  labour  was  mode* 
rate,  and  their  treatmoit  humane ;  when  their  pnailer^ 
dicid,  they  generally  became  free.  The  common  price 
of  a  ilave  was  a  load  of  cotton  garments. 

There 
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There  was  among  the  Mexicans  another  kind  of  fla- 
very,  which  they  called  Huehuetatlacolli^  which  was^ 
where  one  or  two  families,  on  account  of  their  poverty, 
bound  themfelves  to  fumifti  fome  lord  perpetually  wth 
a  Have.  They  delivered  up  one  of  their  fons  for  this 
purpofe,  and  after  he  had  ferved  for  fome  years  they 
recalled  him,  in  order  to  let  him  marry,  or  for  fome 
other  motive,  and  fubftituted  another  in  his  place.  The 
change  was  made  without  giving  any  offence  to  the  pa- 
tron ;  on  the  contrary,  he  generally  gave  fome  confide- 
ration  for  a  new  flave.  In  the  year  1506,  on  account  of 
a  great  fcarcity  which  happened  then,  many  families 
were  obliged  to  this  kind  of  fcrvitude ;  but  they  were 
all  freed  from  it  by  the  king  of  Acolhuacan,  Nezahual- 
pilli,  owing  to  the  hardfliips  they  fuffered  from  it ;  and, 
after  his  example,  the  fame  thing  was  done  by  Monte- 
zuma IL  in  his  dominions. 

The  conquerors,  who  imagined  they  entered  into  all 
the  rights  of  the  ancient  Mexican  lords,  had,  at  firft, 
many  flaves  of  thofe  nations ;  but  when  the  Catholic 
kings  were  informed  of  it  by  perfons  of  credit  who  were 
zealous  for  the  public  good,  and  well  acquainted  with 
the  manners  and  cuRoms  of  thofe  people,  they  declared 
all  thofe  ilaves  free,  and  forbid,  under  fevere  penalties, 
any  attempt  againft  their  liberty.  A  law  infinitely  juft, 
and  worthy  the  humanity  of  thofe  monarchs ;  for  the 
firft  religious  miflionaries  who  were  employed  in  the 
convcrfion  of  the  Mexicans,  amongll  whom  were  men 
of  much  learning,  declared,  after  diligent  examination, 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to  find  one  amongft  the 
flaves  who  had  been  juftly  deprived  of  his  natural  li- 
berty. 


We 
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Wc  have  now  faid  all  that  wc  know  of  the  Mexican 
Icgiflaturc.  More  complete  information  on  this  head, 
and  in  particular  concerning  their  civil  contrafts,  their 
tribunals,  and  fupremc  councils,  might  have  proved 
extremely  valuable;  but  the  unfortunate  lofs  of  the 
greater  part  of  their  paintings,  and  of  fome  manufcripts 
of  the  firft  Spaniards,  has  deprived  us  of  the  only  lights 
which  could  have  illuftrated  this  fubjeft. 

wAJthough  the  laws  of  the  capital  were  generally  rc- 
cdved  throughout  the  whole  empire,  yet  in  fome  of  the 
provinces  many  variations  from  them  took  place ;  for  as 
the  Mexicans  did  not  oblige  the  conquered  nations  to 
fpeak  the  language  of  their  court,  neither  did  they  com- 
pel them  to  adopt  all  their  laws.  The  legiflature  of  Ar 
colhuacan  was  the  mod  iimilar  to  that  of  Mexico ;  but 
ftill  they  differed  in  many  particulars,  and  the  former 
was  far  more  fevere  than  the  latter. 

The  laws  publifhed  by  the  celebrated  king  Nezahual- 
cojotl  ordained,  that  a  thief  ihould  be  dragged  through 
the  ftreets;  and  afterwards  hanged.  Murderers  were 
beheaded.  The  agent  in  the  crime  of  fodomy  was  fuf- 
focated  in  a  heap  of  afhes ;  the  patient  had  his  bowels 
torn  out,  after  which  his  belly  was  filled  with  aflics,  and 
then  he  was  burned.  He  who  malicioufly  contrived  to 
fow  difcord  between  two  ftates,  was  tied  to  a  tree  and 
burned  alive.  He  who  drank  till  he  loft  his  fenfes,  if  a 
nobleman,  was  immediately  hanged,  and  his  body  was 
thrown  into  the  lake,  or  into  fome  river  j  if  a  plebeian, 
for  the  firft  offence,  he  loft  his  liberty,  and  for  the  fe- 
cond  his  life.  And  when  the  legiflator  was  aiked,  why 
the  law  was  more  fevere  upon  nobles,  he  anfwcrcd, 
that  the  crime  of  drunkennefs  was  lefs  pardonable  in 

them. 
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them,  as  they  were  more  hound  in  duty  to  (et  a  good 
cjtample. 

The  fame  king  prcfcribod  the  paniihmeDt  ctf  death  tp 
hiflorians  who  publilbed  any  falfehood  ip  their  plat- 
ings (y).  He  condemned  robbers  of  the  ^Ids  to  the; 
fame  punifhrnent,  and  declared  that  the  ftealing  fe¥en 
cars  of  maize  was  fufficient  to  incur  the  penalty* 

The  Tlafcalans  adopted  the  greater  part  of  the  lawa 
of  Acolhuacan.  Among  them^  f(ms,  who  were  wane- 
iog  in  refpeA  and  duty  to  their  parents,  were  pnt  to^ 
death  by  order  of  the  fenate.  lliofe  peribns  who  were 
authors  of  any  public  misfortune,  and  yet  did  not  de- 
ferve  to  be  puniflied  with  death,  were  baniflied*  Ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  among  all  the  poliihed  nations  of  Ana- 
huac,  murder,  theft,  lying,  adultery,  and  other  fimilar 
crimes  of  incontinence,  were  rigoroufly  punifhed/  and 
that  which  we  have  already  obferved,  when  Ipeaking  of 
their  cfaarader,  appears  to  be  verified  in  every  thing, 
namely,  that  they  were  (as  they  (till  arc)  naturally  in- 
dined  to  feverity  and  rigour,  and  more  vigilant  to  pu- 
aiih  vice  than  to  reward  virtue. 

Among  the  panifhments  prefcribed  by  the  legiflators 
c£  Mexico  againft  malefactors,  that  of  the  fork  or  gal- 
lows was  reckoned  the  mofl  ignominious.  That  of  ba- 
niihment  was  alfo  thought  infamous,  as  it  fuppofed  the 
guilty  perfon  pdSrfled  of  an  infectious  vice.  That  of 
whipfung  is  noc  fiDund  among  their  laws;  nor  do  we 
know  that  it  was  ever  made  ufe  of  exoept  1^  parents 
to  their  children,  or  mailers  to  their  puf^ 

They 

(y)  This  law  agsunft  (aUe  hiibriana  it  attefte4  by  D.  Ferdioando  4'  AIb» 
Ixtlilxochitl  (who  was  a  defccndant  of  that  kgiilator).  In  his  Tahiablc  manii* 

fcripts. 
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They  had  two  forts  of  prifoos :  one  fimilar  to  modem 
piifoni,  x:kUed  Teilpik^an^  Tiirhicfa  was  appropriated  for 
fM>tors  who  rtfufed  to  pay  their  debts,  and  for  fuch 
perfons  as  were  gniky  of  criikies  not  deferving  death; 
the  odier  called  ^naubcaUi^  refemUing  a  cs^,  was  afed 
to  confiiie  [»iibners  who  were  to  be  £icrificed,  and  j>eri> 
foDS  gnilt^  of  capital  ofiences.  Bolh  of  thetn  were 
well  watched  and  ftrongly  guarded.  Thofe  who  were 
to  be  capitally  pant&ed  wdrefed  very  ^>aring]y9  in  on- 
der  that  they  might  tafte  by  anticipation  the  bittemdb 
of  death.  The  prifoners  on  the  contrary  were  weU 
liottriflied,  in  order  that  they  mi^t  appear  in  good 
flefii  at  the  facrifice.  If  throngh  the  negligence  of  the 
guard,  any  prifoner  efcaped  from  the  cage,  the  com^ 
liiohity  of  the  diftrift,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  fupply  the 
prifbns  with  guards,  was  obliged  to  pay  to  the  owner 
of  the  fugitive,  a  female  flave,  a  load  of  cotton  gar- 
ments, and  a  ihield. 

Having  treated  thus  far  of  the  civil,  it  is  now  be^ 
come  neceilkry  to  fay  fomething  of  the  military  govern*- 
ment  of  the  Mexicans.  No  profeffion  was  held  in 
more  efleem  amongft  them  than  iht  profeffion  of  arms. 
The  deity  of  war  was  the  moil  revered  by  them,  and  re- 
garded as  the  chief  proteAor  of  the  nation.  No  prince 
was  eleAed  king,  until  he  had,  in  feveral  battles,  dif- 
played  proofs  of  his  courage  and  military  fkill,  and  me- 
rited the  fplendid  pofl  of  general  of  the  army ;  and  no 
king  was  crowned,  until  he  had  taken,  with  his  own 
hands,  the  viftims  which  were  to  be  facrificed  at  the  fef- 
tival  of  his  coronation. 

All  the  Mexican  kings,  frdm  Itzcoatl  the  firft,  down 
to  Quauhtemotzin,  who  was  their  laft,  rofe  from  the 
command  of  the  army  to  the  government  of  the  king- 

dom» 
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dom.  Thofc  who  died  for  the  fake  of  their  country, 
with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  were  imagined  to  be  the 
happieft  fouls  in  another  life.  From  the  great  efteem 
in  which  the  profei&on  of  arms  was  held  amongd  them, 
they  were  at  much  pains  to  make  their  children  cou- 
rageous, and  to  inure  them  from  the  earlieft  infancy 
to  the  hardihips  of  war.  It  was  this  elevated  notion  of 
the  glory  of  arms,  which  formed  thofe  heroes,  whofc 
illuftrious  a^ons  we  have  already  related :  which  made 
them  ihake  off  the  yoke  of  the  Tepanccas,  and  ercft 
on  fo  humble  a  foundation,  fo  famous  and  celebrated  a 
monarchy :  and  laftly,  which  produced  the  extenfion  of 
their  dominions  from  the  banks  of  the  lake  to  the 
ihores  of  the  two  oppofite  feas. 

The  higheft  military  dignity  was  that  of  general  of 
the  army  ;  but  there  were  four  different  ranks  of  gene- 
rals, of  which  the  mod  refpeftable  was  that  of  T/a^ 
cochcalcatl  (z),  and  each  rank  had  its  particular  badges 
of  diftinftion.  We  are  uncertain  in  what  degree  the 
other  three  ranks  were  fubordinate  to  the  firft ;  nor 
can  we  even  tell  their  names,  on  account  of  the  differ- 
ent opinions  of  authors  on  this  head  (a).  Next  to  the 
generals  were  the  captains,  each  of  whom  commanded 
a  certain  number  of  foldiers. 

In 


{%)  Some  authors  fay  that  TlacocbesUatl,  fignlfies  prince  of  the  darts :  hot 
•nqneftionahlj  it  means  only,  inhabitant  of  the  arfenal,  or  honfe  of  the  darts. 

(a)  The  interpreter  of  Mendoza*8  Collc^lon  fays,  that  the  names  of  the 
Ibur  ranks  of  generals,  were  Tlacocbcalsatly  Atempemccatly  Exbuacatecatl^  and  TUU 
iaficalqii.  Acofta,  inftead  of  Atempanecatly  fays  TLuaUcatl,  and  inilead  of  J?s- 
huataUcatl^  Ezbuabuacatl ;  and  adds,  that  thcfe  were  the  names  of  the  four  elec- 
tors. Torquemada  adopts  the  name  of  TUteatecatl^  but  fomcrimes  he  makes  his 
rank  inferior  to  the  TUcochcakatl,  and  at  other  times  he  confounds  them  to- 
fether. 
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In  order  Co  reward  the  fervices  of  warriors^  and  give 
them  every  kind  of  encouragement^  the  Mexicans  de- 
vifi^l  three  military  orders,  called  Jcbcaubtin,  ^aubiiuj 
and  OoceUy  or  Princes,  Eagles,  and  Tygers.  The  pcr- 
fons  belonging  to  the  order  of  princes,  who  were  called 
^uacbUiin^  were  the  mod  honoured.  They  wore  their 
hair  tied  on  the  top  of  their  heads  wich  a  red  firing, 
fixMD  which  hung  as  many  locks  of  cotton  as  they  had 
performed  meritorious  aAions.  This  honour  was  fo 
much  efteemed  among  them,  that  the  kings  themfelves, 
as  well  as  the  generals,  were  proud  of  having  it  con- 
ferred upon  them.  Montezuma  11.  belonged  to  this 
order,  s^  Acofta  affirms,  and  alfo  king  Tizoc,  as  ap- 
pears in  the  paintings  of  him.  The  Tygers  were  dif- 
tingutfhed  by  a  particular  armour  which  they  wore,  it 
being  fpotted  like  the  fkins  of  thefe  wild  animals  ;  but 
fuch  infignia  were  only  made  ufe  of  in  war :  at  court 
all  the  officers  of  the  army  wore  a  drefs  of  mixed  co- 
lours, which  was  called  llacbquaubjo.  No  perfons  on 
die  firft  time  of  their  going  to  war,  were  allowed  to 
wear  any  badge  of  diftinftion  ;  they  were  drefled  in  a 
coarfe  white  habit,  of  cloth  made  from  the  aloe  ;  and 
this  rule  was  fo  ftriftly  obfcrved,  that  it  was  even  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  princes  of  the  royal  blood  to  give  fome 
proofs  of  their  courage  before  they  could  be  entitled  to 
diange  that  plain  drefs  for  another  more  coflly,  called 
Teucaliubqm.  The  members  of  'thofe  military  orders, 
befides  the  exterior  marks  of  diftin&ion  which  they 
wore,  were  allotted  particular  apartments  in  the  royal 
palace,  whenever  they  waited  upon  the  king  as  guards.  ^ 
They  were  allowed  to  have  furniture  in  their  houfes 
made  of  gold,  to  wear  the  fined  cotton  drefs,  and  finer 
Ihocs  than  thofe  of  the  common  people  j  but  no  foldier 

Vol.  II.  X  had 
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had  pcrmiilioQ  to  do  this  until  he  had  gained,  by  hnr 
bravery,  fomc  advancement  in  the  army.  A  particular 
drefs  called  Tlacatziuhqm  was  given  as  a  reward  to  the 
foldier,  who,  by  his  example,  encouraged  a  difpiritcd 
army  to  renew  battle  with  vigour. 

When  the  king  went  to  war,  he  wore  befides  hi^ 
armour,  particular  badges  of  diftindion  \  on  his  legs, 
half  boots  made  of  thin  plates  of  gold ;  on  his  arms, 
plates  of  the  fame  metal,  and  bracelets  of  gems ;  at  his 
under  lip  hung  an  emerald  fet  in  gold ;  at  his.  ears,  car- 
'  rings  of  the  fame  ftone ; .  about  his  neck  a  necklace,  or 
chain  of  gold  and  gems,  and  a  plume  of  beautiful  fea- 
thers on  his  head  ;  but  the  badge  mod  e3q)reffive  of  ma- 
jefty,  was  a  work  of  great  labour  made  of  beautiful 
feathers,  which  reached  from  the  head  all  down  the 
back  (hi).  The  Mexicans  were  very  attentive  to  diftin- 
gliiih  perfons,  particularly  in  war,  by  diflferent  badges. 

The  defcnfive  and  offenfive  arms  which  were  made 
ufe  of  by  the  Mexicans,  and  the  other  nations  of  Ana- 
huac,  were  of  various  forts.  The  defenfive  arms  com- 
mon to  the  nobles  and  plebeians,  ta  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  were  Ihiclds,  which  they  called.  Chinialli  (^), 
and  were  made  of  different  forms  and  materials.  Some 
of  them  were  pcrfeftly  round,  and  others  were  rounded 
9nly  in  the  under  part.  Some  were  made  of  oiatli,M 
folid  elaftic  canes,  interwoven  with  thick  cotton  threads, 

and 

(B)  An  thefe  royal  inlignia  had  their  particular  names.  The  boots  were 
cdled  foztbuatl,  the  brachials  matermcati,  the  bracelets  tmatzop^mtli^  the  emeraldf 
at  the  lip  tenteti,  the  ear-riu^  nacocbtliy  the  necklace  cvzcapetlatly  and  the  ptinci-^ 
pal  badge  of  feathers  quacbiBU, 

(c)  Soils  pretends,  that  the  fliield  was  ufcd  only  by  lords;  bnt  the  anonymond^ 
conqueror^  who  frequently  Xaw  the  Mexicans  in  arms,  and  was  engaged  in  many 
battles  againfl  them,  aiferts  exprefsly,  that  this  armour  was  common  to  ali 
ranks.  No  author  has  informed  us  more  accurately  than  he  of  the  Mesicvi 
armour. 


J^aiv^*n/i-.   ^ 
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:atDd  covered  with  feathers  j  thofe  of  the  nobles  with 
thin  plates  of  gold  ;  others  were  made  of  large  tortoifc- 
ihells,  adorned  with  copper,  iilver,  and  gold,  according 
to  the  wealth  of  the  owner,  or  his  rank  in  the  army. 
Thefe  were  of  a  moderate  fize ;  but  others  were  fo  ex^ 
ccffively  large,  that  they  could  occafionally  cover  the 
whole  body  j  but  when  it  was  not  neceffary  to  ufe 
them,  they  could  comprefs  them,  and  carry  them  under 
their  arms  like  the  paraibis  of  the  moderns ;  it  is  proba- 
ble, they  were  made  of  the  ikins  of  animals,  or  doth 
waxed  with  ide^  or  elaftic  gum  (d).  On  the  other 
hand)  many  of  their  (hields  were  very  fmall,  more  beau- 
dfril  than  ftrong,  and  adorned  with  fine  feathers  j  thefe 
were  not  employed  in  war,  but  only  at  the  entertain- 
ments which  they  made  in  imitation  of  a  battle. 

The  defenfive  arms  peculiar  to  the  officers  werebreaft- 
plates  of  cotton,  one  and  fomctimes  two  fingers  thick, 
which  were  arrow-proof;  and  on  this  account  the  Spa- 
niards themfelves  made  itfe  of  them  in  the  war  againfl: 
the  Mexicans.  The  name  Ichcahuepillij  which. the  Mex- 
icang  gave  to  this  fort  of  breaft-platc,  was  changed  by 
the  Spaniards  into  the  word  EfcaupU.  Over  this  fort 
of  cuirafs,  which  only  covered  part  of  the  breaft,  they 
put  on  another  piece  of  armour,  which,  befides  the 
cheft,  covered  the  thighs,  and  the  half  of  the  arms, 
figures  of  which  appear  in  the  plate  reprefenting  the' 
Mexican  armour.  The  lords  were  accuftomed  to  wear 
a  thick  upper  coat  of  feathers,  over  a  cuirafs  made  of 
feveral  plates  of  gold,  or  filver  gilt,  which  rendered 
them  invulnerable,  not  only  by  arrows,  but  even  by 
darts  or  fwords,  as  the  anonymous  conqueror  affirms. 

Befides 

(<0  Thefe  large  fhields  are  mentioned  by  the  anonymoas  conqoerori  DIdaM 
43cdoi,  and  Bemal  Dias,  who  were  all  prefcnt  at  the  €ODq[iieiL 
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Bcfidcs  the  armour  which  they  wore  fbr  the  defence  of 
their  chefls,  their  arms,  their  thighs,  and  even  their  legs; 
their  heads  were  ufually  cafed  in  the  heads  of  tygers,  or 
ferpents,  made  of  wood,  or  fome  other  fubftance,  with 
the  mouth  open,  and  furniihed  with  large  teeth  that  they 
might  infpire  terror,  and  fo  animated  in  appearance,  that 
the  above  mentioned  author  fays,  they  feemed  to  be  vo- 
miting Up  the  foldicrs.  All  the  officers  and  nobles  wore 
a  beautiful  plume  of  feathers  on  their  heads,  in  order  to 
add  to  the  appearance  of  their  ftature«  The  common 
foldiers  went  entirely  naked,  except  the  maxttati,  or  girv 
die,  which  covered  the  private  parts ;  but  they  counter* 
feited  the  drefs  which  they  wanted  by  different  colours^ 
with  which  they  painted  their  bodies*  The  European 
hiilorians,  who  exprcfs  fo  much  wonder  at  this,  have 
not  obferved  how  common  the  fame  practice  was  among 
the  ancient  nations  of  Europe  itfelf* 

The  offi^nfive  arms  of  the  Mexicans  were  arrows, 
flings,  clubs,  fpears,  pikes,  fwords,  and  darts.  Their 
bows  were  made  of  a  wood,  which  was  ebilic  and  diffi- 
cult to  break,  and  the  firing  of  the  finews  of  animals,  or 
the  hair  of  the  flag.  Some  of  their  bows  were  fo  large 
(as  they  are  at  prefent  among  fome  nations  of  that  con- 
tinent J,  that  they  required  more  than  five  feet  length  of 
ilrmg.  Their  arrows  were  made  of  hard  rods,  pointed 
with  the  fharp  bone  of  a  fifh,  or  other  animal,  at  a  piece 
of  flint,  or  itztlL  Thcj  were  extremely  expert  at  draw- 
ing the  bow,  and  very  dextrous  markfmen,  being  exo-* 
dfed  in  it  from  childhood,  and  encouraged  by  rewards 
from  their  maflers  and  parents.  The  Tehuacanefe  na- 
tion was  particularly  famous  fbr  their  fkill  in  fhooting 
two  or  three  arrows  together.  The  furprifing  feats  of 
dexterity,  which  have  been  exhibited  even  in  our  time 

by 
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1^  the  Taranmarefe,  the  Hiaquefe,  and  other  people  of 
thofe  regions,  who  ftill  ufe  the  bow  and  arrow,  enable 
m  to  judge  of  the  expertnefs  and  excellence  of  the  an* 
ctent  Mexicans  in  that  way  (e).  No  people  of  the 
country  of  Anahuac  ever  made  ufe  of  poifoned  arrows  ( 
this  was  probably  owing  to  their  dcfire  of  taking  their 
enemies  alive  for  the  purpofc  of  facrificing  them* 

The  Maquabuitl^  called  by  the  Spaniards  Spada^  or 
iwcml,  as  it  was  the  weapon  among  the  Mexicans,  which 
was  equivalent  to  the  fword  of  the  old  continent,  was  a 
ftont  ftick  three  feet  and  a  half  long,  and  about  four 
inches  broad,  armed  on  each  fide  with  a  fort  of  razors 
of  the  ftofae  itztliy  extraordinarily  (harp,  fixed  and  firmly 
fattened  to  the  ftick  with  gum  lack  (/),  which  were 
abont  three  inches  long,  one  or  two  inches  broad,  and 
as  thick  as  the  blade  of  our  ancient  fwords.  This  wea- 
pon was  fo  keen,  that  once  it  entirely  beheaded  a  horfc 
it  one  ftroke,  according  to  the  aflirmation  of  Acofta ; 
but  the  fiWl  ftroke  only  was  to  be  feared ;  for  the  ra- 
zors became  foon  blunt.  They  tied  this  weapon  by  a 
ftring  to  their  arm,  left  they  might  lofe  it  in  any  violent 
conflid.  The  form  of  the  maquahuitl  is  dcfcribcd  by 
fevcral  hiftorians,  and  is  reprefented  in  one  of  the  plates 
of  this  hiftory. 

The 

(#)  Tke  dezteritf  of  thofe  people  in  {hooting  arrowi  would  not  he  credible. 
Were  it  not  well  afcertained  by  the  depofitions  of  a  variety  of  eye-witnefles.  It 
wms  uliial  for  a  nvmher  of  archers  to  alTembie  together,  and  throw  up  an  ear  of 
maize  into  the  air,  at  which  they  immediately  fliot  with  fuch  quickneis  and 
dexterity,  that  before  it  could  reach  the  ground  it  was  ftripped  of  every  grain. 

(/)  Hernandez  fays,  that  one  ftroke  of  the  maquahuitl  was  fufficient  to  cut 
a  man  through  the  middle ;  and  the  anonymous  conqueror  attefts,  that  he  iaw 
ID  an  engagement  a  Mexican,  with  one  ftroke  which  he  gave  a  horfe  in  the 
belly,  make  his  inteftiues  drop  out ;  and  another,  who  with  one  ftroke  which 
he  gave  a  horie  upon  the  head,  laid  him  dead  it  his  feet* 
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The  pikes  of  the  Mexicans,  inftead  of  iron,  were 
pointed  with  a  large  flint,  but  fome  of  them  alfo  with 
copper.  The  Chinantecas,  and  fome  people  of  Chiapan^ 
made  ufe  of  pikes  fo  monftrous,  that  they  exceeded  three 
perches,  or  eighteen  feet  in  length,  and  the  conqueror 
Cortes  employed  them  againft  the  cavalry  of  his  rival 
Panfilo  Navaez. 

The  Tlacochtliy  or  Mexican  dart,  was  a  fmall  lance  of 
^atliy  or  fome  other  ftrong  wood,  the  point  of  which 
was  hardened  by  fire,  or  Ihod  with  copper,  or  itztlij  or 
bone,  and  many  of  them  had  three  points,  in  order  ta 
make  a  triple  wound  at  every  fh-oke. 

They  fixed  a  ftring  to  their  darts  C^),in<>rdcr  to  puH 
them  back  again,  after  they  had  launched  them  at  the 
enemy.  This  was  the  weapon  which  was  the  mod  dreads 
cd  by  the  Spaniih  conquerors  j  for  they  were  fo  expert 
at  throwing  them,  that  they  pierced  the  body  of  an 
enemy  through  and  through.  The  foldiers  were  armed 
in  general  with  a  fword,  a  bow  and  arrows,  a  dart,  and 
a  fling.  We  do  not  know,  whether  in  war,  they  ever 
made  ufe  of  their  axes,  of  which  we  fliall  fliortly  fpeak. 

They  had  alfo  ftandards  and  mufical  inftruments  pro- 
per for  war.  Their  ftandards,  which  were  more  like 
the  Signum  of  the  Romans  than  our  colours,  were  ftaves 
from  eight  to  ten  feet  long,  on  which  they  carried  the 
arms  or  enfigns  of  the  ftate,  made  of  gold,  or  feathers, 
or  fome  other  valuable  materials.  The  armorial  enfigu 
of  the  Mexican  empire,  was  an  eagle  in  the  aft  of  dart- 
ing upon  a  tyger ;  that  of  the  republic  of  Tlafcala,  an 

eagle 

{g)  The  Mexican  dart  was  of  that  kind  of  darts  which  the  Romans  nfed  to 
can  HafiiU,  JaculuM^  or  Teimm  amemtatMm,  and  the  Spaniih  name  JmemH  or 
Ameintoy  which  the  hiftorians  of  Mexico  have  adopted,  means  the  lame  thinjr  aa 
-the  Amentum  of  the  Romant, 
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estgle  vnth  its  wifigs  fpread  (h) ;  but  each  of  the  four 
lordfhips  which  cotnpofcd  the  republic,  had  its  proper 
eniign.  lliat  of  Ocotelolco,  was  a  green  bird  upon  a 
rock ;  that  of  Tizatlan,  a  heron  upon  a  rock  alfo  -,  that 
of  Tcpcticpac,  a  fierce  wolf,  holding  fome  arrows  in  his 
paws ;  and  that  of  Quiahuiztlan,  a  parafol  of  green  fea* 
thers.  The  ftandard  which  the  conqueror  Cortes  took 
in  the  famous  battle  of  Otompan,  was  a  net  of  gold^ 
which,  in  all  probability,  was  the  ftandard  of  fome  city 
iituated  on  the  lake.  Befides  the  common  and  principal 
ftandard  of  the  army,  every  company,  confifting  of  two 
or  three  hundred  foldiers,  carried  its  particular  ftandard^ 
.  and  was  not  only  diftinguiftied  from  others  by  it,  but 
likewifc  by  the  colour  of  the  feathers,  which  the  officers 
and  nobles  bore  upon  their  armour.  The  ftandard-bearer 
of  the  army,  at  leaft  in  the  laft  years  of  the  empire,  was 
the  general,  and  thofe  of  the  companies,  moft  probably^ 
were  borne  by  their  commanding  officers.  Thofe  ftand- 
ards  were  fo  firmly  tied  upon  the  backs  of  the  officers^ 
that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  to  detach  them  without  cut* 
ting  the  ftandard-bearers  to  pieces.  The  Mexicans  al- 
ways placed  their  ftandard  in  the  centre  of  their  army* 
The  Tlafcalans,  when  they  marched  their  troops  in  time 
of  peace  placed  it  in  the  van,  but  in  the  time  of  war,  itx 
the  rear  of  their  army. 

Their  martial  mufic  in  which  there  was  more  noife  than 
harmony,  confifted  of  drums,  horns,  and  certain  fea-ftiells 
which  made  an  extremely  (hrill  found. 

Previous  to  a  declaration  of  war,  the  fupreme  council 
examined  into  the  caufe  which  induced  them  to  under- 
take 

(i)  Gomaia  fays,  that  the  armorial  enflgn  of  the  repoblic  of  Tlafcala  wa»  a 
cnne ;  but  other  hiftoriaoi,  better  informed  thsto  he  wa«»  afirm  that  it  was  aa 
cagle« 
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take  it,  which  was  for  the  moft  part  the  rcbeUioa  ci 
fomc  city  or  province,  the  putting  to  death  unlawfully 
fome  Mexican,  Acolhuan,  or  Tepanecan  couriers,  or  mer* 
chants,  or  fome  grofs  infult  offered  to  their  ambafladors. 
If  the  rebellion  originated  in  fome  of  the  chiefs,  and  not 
among  the  people,  the  guilty  perfons  were  conduced  to 
the  capital  and  puniflied.  But  if  the  people  were  alfo  in 
fault,  fatjsfstftion  was  demanded  from  them  in  the  name 
of  the  king.  If  they  fubmitted,  and  manifefted  a  (incere 
repentance,  their  crime  was  pardoned,  and  they  were 
advifed  to  better  condu^l ;  but  if,  inftead  of  fubmiifion, 
they  anfwered  with  arrogance,  and  periifted  in  denying 
the  fatisfadion  demanded,  or  offered  any  new  infult  to 
the  meffengers  which  were  fent  to  them,  the  affair  was 
difcuffed  in  the  council,  and  if  war  was  refolved  upon, 
proper  orders  were  given  to  the  generals.  Sometimes 
the  kings,  in  order  to  juftify  their  conduft  more  fiilly 
before  they  made  war  upon  any  ftate  or  place,  fent  three 
different  embalEes ;  the  firft  to  the  lord  of  the  ftate  which 
had  given  offence,  requiring  from  him  a  fuitable  iatisfac* 
tion,  and  alfo  prefcribing  a  time  for  the  fame,  on  pain  of 
being  treated  as  an  enemy ;  the  fecond,  to  the  nobles^ 
that  they  might  perfuade  their  lord  to  make  a  fubmii&« 
on,  and  efcape  the  punifhment  which  threatened  him  ; 
and  the  third  to  the  people,  in  order  to  make  them  ac- 
quainted with  the  occafion  of  the  war ;  and  very  often, 
as  a  certain  hiftorian  afferts,  the  arguments  made  ufe 
of  by  the  ambafladors  were  fo  powerful,  and  the 
advantages  of  peace,  and  the  diftreffes  of  war,  w^e  fo 
forcibly  reprefented,  that  an  accommodation  took  place 
between  the  parties.  They  ufed  alfo  to  fend  along  with 
ambaffadors  the  idol  of  Huitzilopochtli,  enjoining  the 
people  who  were  ftirring  up  a  war  to  give  it  a  place 

among 
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ttioog  Adr  gods.  If  they  on  the  one  hand  found  them- 
(djrcs  (bong  enough,  to  reCft,  they  reje^d  the  propofi- 
tk>o,  2ukI  difmifled  the  fltange  god ;  bcit  if  they  thought 
diemfelves  unable  to  fuftain  a  war,  they  feceiTed  the 
idol>  atid  placed  it  among  theilr  {M-ovincial  gods,  and  an- 
fwered  to  the  embafly  with  a  large  prefent  of  gold^  gcm^i 
or  beautiful  feathers,  acknowledging  their  fubjeiftion  to 
the  ibvereign. 

If  war  was  to  be  commfenced,  previous  to  every  thing 
dk  they  fait  advice  of  it  to  the  enemy,  that  they  might 
prepaitc  for  defence^  cd^dering  nothing  inore  mean  and 
unworthy  of  brave  people  than  to  attack  the  unguarded : 
fot  this  purpofe  therefot-e,  they  fent  before  them  fevehd 
ihieldB,  which  were  the  fignals  of  a  challenge,  and  like- 
wife  fcMHe  cotton  drefles.  When  one  king  was  challenged 
by  another^  they  ufed  alfo  the  ceremony  of  anoiqting, 
and  ixing  leathers  upon  his  head,  which  Was  done  by 
the  ambafliidor,  as  happlened  at  the  challenge  ^iven  l:^ 
king  Itzcoatl  to  the  tyrant  Maxtlaton  j  they  next  des- 
patched fpics,  who  were  called  ^imcbtin^  or  forcerers^ 
imd  were  to  go  in  difguife  idto  the  country  of  the  fenemy^ 
to  obferve  their  number  and  motions^  and  the  quality  of 
cbe  troops  which  they  muftered.  If  they  were  fuccefsp 
hi  in  this  conrauffion  they  were  atuply  rewarded;  LsdUy, 
after  having  made  fome  facrifices  to  the  god  of  war^  and 
to  the  tutelar  deities  of  the  flate  or  city  on  which  the 
war  was  made,  in  order  to  merit  their  protedion^  the 
»my  marthtfd,  but  not  ftmned  into  wings,  or  ranked  in 
files,  but  ditided  into  com^nies,  each  of  which  had  its 
leader,  and  its  ftandard.  When  the  army  was  numerous 
it  was  recki^ed  by  XiquifilUf  and  each  xiquipilli  con. 
fifted  of  eight  thoufand  men.  It  is  extremely  probable, 
tkat  each  of  thefe  bodies  was  commanded  by  a  Tlacatc- 

VoL.  IL  y  catl, 
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catl,  or  other  general.  The  place  where  the  firft  battle 
was  ufualiy  fought  was  a  field  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  in  fome  province,  and  called  Jaotlalli^  or  land  or  field 
of  battle.  They  began  battle  (as  was  ufual  in  ancient 
Europe,  and  among  the  Romans),  with  a  mod  terrible 
noife  of  warlike  inftruments,  (houting  and  whiftling, 
which  ftruck  terror  to  thofe  who  were  not  accuftomed  to 
hear  it,  as  the  anonymous  conqueror  declares  from  his 
own  experience.  Amongft  the  people  of  Tezcuco,  and 
likewife,  moft  probably,  amongft  thofe  of  other  fta^cs, 
the  king,  or  the  general,  gave  the  fignal  for  battle,  by 
the  beat  of  a  little  drum  which  hung  at  his  Ihoulder. 
Their  firft  onfet  was  furious  \  but  they  did  not  all  en- 
gage at  once,  as  fome  authors  have  reported ;  for  they 
were  accuftomed,  as  is  manifeft  from  their  hiftory,  to 
keep  troops  in  referve,  for  preiling  emergencies.  Some- 
times they  began  battle  with  (hooting  arrows,  and  fome- 
times  with  darts  and  flinging  of  ftones ;  and  when  their 
arrows  were  exhaufted,  they  made  ufe  of  their  pikes, 
clubs,  and  fwords.  They  were  extremely  attentive  to 
keep  their  troops  united  and  firmly  together,  to  defend 
the  ftandard,  and  to  carry  off  the  dead  and  the  wound- 
ed from  the  fight  of  the  enemy.  There  were  certain 
men  of  the  army  who  had  no  other  emplojrment  than  to 
remove  from  the  eyes  of  the  enemy  every  objed  which 
could  heighten  their  courage  and  inflame  their  pride. 
They  made  frequent  ufe  of  ambufcades,  concealing  them- 
felves  in  bufliy  places  or  ditches  made  on  purpofe,  of 
which  the  Spaniards  had  often  experience  j  and  fre-  , 
quently  alfo  they  pretended  flight,  in  order  to  lead  the 
enemy  in  purfuit  of  them  into  fome  dangerous  fituation, 
or  to  charge  them  behind  with  frefli  troops.  Their 
great  aim  in  battle  was  not  to  kjjl,  but  to  make  prifoners 

of 
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of  their  enemies  for  facrifices  j  nor  was  the  bravery  of  a 
foldier  eftimatcd  by  the  number  of  dead  bodies  which  he 
left  on  the  field,  but  by  the  number  of  prifoners  which 
he  prefented  to  the  general  after,  the  battle,  and  this  was 
unqueftionably  the  principal  caufe  of  the  prefcrvation  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  the  midft  of  the  dangers  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  and  particularly  on  that  memorable  night 
when  they  were  defeated,  and  obliged  to  retreat  from 
the  capital.  When  an  enemy,  whpm  they  had  once 
conquered,  attempted  to  fave  himfelf  by  flight,  they 
hamftrung  him  to  prevent  his  efcape.  When  the  ftand- 
ard  of  the  army  was  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  their  general 
fell,  they  all  fled,  nor  was  it  poflible  then  by  any  human 
art  to  rally  or  recall  them. 

When  the  battle  was  over,  the  viflors  celebrated  the 
vidory  with  great  rejoicings,  and  rewarded  the  officers 
and  foldiers  who  had  made  fome  prifoners.  When  the 
king  of  Mexico  in  perfon,  took  an  enemy  prifoner,  em- 
baffies  came  from  all  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom  to 
congratulate  him  upon  the  occafion,  and  to  offer  him 
fome  prefent.  This  prifoner  was  clothed  with  the  fineft 
habits,  adorned  with  jewels,  and  carried  in  a  litter  to  the 
capital,  where  the  citizens  came  out  to  meet  him,  with 
muCc  and  loud  acclamations.  When  the  day  of  the 
facrifice  arrived,  the  king  having  fafted  the  day  before, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  owners  of  prifoners,  they 
carried  the  royal  prifoner,  adorned  with  the  enfigns  of 
the  fun,  to  the  altar  for  common  facrifices,  where  he  was 
facrificed  by  the  high-prieft.  The  prieft  fprinkled  his 
blood  towards  the  four  prracipal  winds,  and  fent  a  veflcl 
full  of  the  fame  to  the  king,  who  ordered  it  to  be  fprin- 
kled on  all  the  idols  within  the  inclofure  of  the  greater 
temple,  as  a  token  of  thanks  for  the  viftory  obtained 

ovcf 
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over  the  enemies  q£  the  fete.  They  hung  up  the  head 
ia  fome  very  lofty  phce,  and  after  the  fldn  of  the  body 
\ras  dried,  they  filled  it  with  cotton,  and  hung  it  i^  in, 
the  royal  palace,  in  memory  of  the  glorious  deed  j  in. 
which  circumfknce  however,  their  adulation  to  him  was 
cpttipicuous. 

When  any  city  was  to  be  befi^ged,  the  greajeft  anxie- 
ty of  the  citizens  was  to  fccure  their  children,  their  wo« 
men'and  fick  peribns ;  for  which  purpolib  they  fettt  them 
off,  at  an  early  opportunity,  to  another  city,  or  to  the 
moontain^i.  Thus  they  iaved  thoie  de£cocele&  indt^^ 
d.^als  from  th^  fury  of  the  enemy,,  andobvi^/ied  an  \m^ 
Qpceilary  cpnfiiimption  of  provifions. 

For  the  defence  of  places  they  made  u&  of  various; 
ifiads  of  fortifications,  fiich  as  walls,  a^d  ram^rts,  with 
i^r  breaft-wiM-Jis,  palifadoes,  djtcbes,  and  intnench-. 
ip9i^ts.  Ccmceming  the  city  of  QuauhquechoU^^  wo: 
know;  that  it  was  fortified  by  a  (b-ong  (lone  ws^l,  about^ 
Ijiwenty  feet  high,  and  twelve  feet  in  thicknel8.(/). 

T!}iC  conquerors,  who  defcribe  to  us  the  forti^eatioQS. 
of  this  city,  make  mention  likewife  of  fcveral  others,, 
^nong  which  is  the  celebrated  wall  which  the  Tlafcalans- 
built  on  the  eaftem  boundaries  of  the  republic,  to  defend 
themfelves  from  the  invafion  of  the  Mexican  troc^sf,, 
which  were  garrifoned  in  Iztacmaxtitlaq,  Xocotjan,  audi 
(Hher  places.  Thi?  wall,  which  (bretched  from  one 
mountain  to  another,  was  fix  miles  in  length,  eight  feet, 
in  height,  befidcs  the  brcaft-work^  and  eighteen  feet  in^ 
thicknefs.  It  was  made  of  (lone,  and  (bong  fine  morter 
(it).     There  wap  but  one  narrow  cntrancq  of  about  eight 

feet? 

(i)  In  th^  ninth  book  we  (hall  giye  a  defcription  of  the.  fortifi^caitioos  of] 
QoauhquechoUan. 

(I)  Bernil  Dias  Uijs,  that  the  Tlafcalan  wall  waa  built  of  fione  and  lime, 

and 
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{^  broad»  aad  forty  paces  loeg ;  this  was  the  fpace 
between  the  two  extremities  of  the  wall,  the  one  ol 
wbicb  cBcircled  the  other,  (otmiog  two  femicircles,  with 
oac  common  centre.  This  will  be  better  underdood 
from  the  figure  of  it  which  we  prefent  to  our  readers^ 
There  arc  ftiH  fome  remaixis  of  this  wall  to  be  feen^ 

There  are  aMb  to  be  feea  ftill  the  remains  of  an  ancient 
fortre&  buih  upon  the  top^  of  a  mountain,  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  viUage  of  Mokaxac,  furrounded  by  four 
w^s,  placed  at  fome  diftance  from  each  other,  from  the 
bafe  of  the  mountain  unto  the  top.     In  the  neighbour- 
hood appear  many  fmall  ramparts  of  ftone  and  lime,  and 
upon  a  hill,  two  miles  diftant  from  that  mountain,  arc 
the  remaias  o£  fome  ancient  and  populous  city,  of  which^ 
however,  there  is  no  memory  among  hiftorians.     About 
tewentj^&ve  miles  from  Cordova^  towards  the  north,  is 
likewUe  the  ancient  fortrcfs  of  ^uauhtccho^  (now  G«a- 
U^co\  furrounded  by  high  walls  of  extremely  hard  ftone^ 
to  which  there  is  no  entrance  but  by  afcending  a  number 
of  very  high  and  narrow  fteps  \  for  in  this  manner  the 
entrance  to  their  fortreffcs  was  formed.     From  among, 
the  ruins  of  this  ancient  building,  whidi  is  now  over^run 
with  bufhes,  through  the  negligence  of  thofe  people,  a 
Cordovan  gentleman  lately  dug  out  feveral  well-finiihed 
QSLtues  of  ftone,  for  the  ornament  of  his  houfe.     Near 
to  the  ancient  court  of  Tezcuco,  a  part  of  the  wall  which 
furrounded  the  city  of  Coatlichan,  is  ftill  preferved. 
We  wifli  that  our  countl^cn  would  attend  to  the  pre- 
iisrvation  of  thofe  few  remains  of  the  military  architec- 
ture of  the  Mexicans^  particularly  as  they  have  fuffered 

fo 

«od  with  a  bitumen  fo  ftroBg  it  was  oeceiSuy  to  ufe  pick-axes  to  undo  it. 
€aftes»  on  the  other  hand  affirms,  that  it  was  built  of  dry  flones.  We  are  dif- 
pofed  rather  to  giTe  credit  to  fiernal  Dias ;  becaufe  he  alTerts,  he  had  attentively 
examined  this  wall*  although  like  an  illiterate  perfon,  he  gives  *^  n^m^  of  bitu- 
men to  the  morter  or  coment  nude  oft,  of  by  thofe  natioai. 
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fo  many  other  valuable  remains  of  their  antiquity  to  go 
to  ruin  (J). 

The  capital  of  Mexico,  though  fuflGiciently  fortified  by 
its  natural  iituation  for  thofe  times,  was  rendered  im- 
pregnable to  its  enemies  by  the  induftry  of  its  inhabitants. 
There  was  no  accefs  to  the  city  but  by  the  roads  formed 
upon  the  lake ;  and  to  make  it  ftill  more  difficult  in  time 
of  war,  they  built  many  ramparts  upon  thefe  roads, 
which  were  interfefted  with  feveral  deep  ditches,  over 
which  they  had  drawbridges,  and  thofe  ditches  were  de- 
fended by  good  entrenchments.  Thofe  ditches  were  the 
graves  of  many  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans,  on  the  memora- 
ble night  of  the  firft  of  July,  of  which  we  (hall  fpeak 
hereafter ;  and  the  caufe  which  retarded  the  taking  of 
that  great  city,  by  fo  numerous  and  well  equipped  an 
army,  as  that  which  Cortes  employed  to  befiege  it ;  and 
which,  had  he  not  been  affifted  by  the  brigantines,  would 
have  delayed  it  much  longer,  and  occaiioned  the  lofs  of 
a  great  deal  more  blood*  For  the  defence  of  the  city  by 
water,  they  had  many  thoufand  fmall  veflels,  and  fre- 
quently exercifed  themfelves  in  naval  engagements. 

But  the  moft  Angular  fortifications  of  Mexico  were 
the  temples  themfelves,  and  efpecially  the  greater  temple, 
which  rcfembled  a  citadel.  The  wall  which  furrounded 
the  whole  of  the  temple,  the  five  arfenals  there  which 
were  filled  with  every  fort  of  offenfive  and  defenfivc 
arms,  and  the  architefture  of  the  temple  itfelf  which 
rendered  the  afcent  to  it  fo  difficult,  gives  us  clearly  to 
underftand,  that  in  fuch  buildings,  policy,  as  well  as  re- 
ligion, had  a  fhare ;  and  that  they  conftruftcd  them,  not 

only 

(/)  Thefe  impcrfed  accounts  of  thofe  remainB  of  Mexican  antiquities,  obtain- 
ed from  cye-witneffes  worthy  of  the  utmoft  credit,  perfuade  us,  that  there  are  (kill 
many  more  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge,  owing  to  the  indolence  and  negle^ 
of  our  countrymen.  See  what  is  faid  in  our  difierutions  refpe^ing  thofe  anti- 
quities againft  Sig.  de  P*  and  Dr.  Robertfon. 
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only  from  motives  of  fupcrflition,  but  likewife  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  defence.  It  is  well  known  from  their  hiftory, 
that  they  fortified  themfelvcs  in  their  temples  when  they 
could  not  hinder  the  enemy  from  entering  into  the  city, 
and  from  thence  harrafled  them  with  arrows,  darts,  and 
ftones.  In  the  lafl  book  of  this  hiftory,  will  appear  how 
long  the  Spaniards  were  in  taking  the  greater  temple, 
where  five  hundred  Mexican  nobles  had  fortified  them- 
felves. 

The  high  efteem  in  which  the  Mexicans  held  every 
thmg  relating  to  war,  did  not  divert  their  attention 
from  the  arts  of  peace.  Firft,  agriculture,  which  is 
one  of  the  chief  occupations  of  civil  life,  was,  from  time 
immemorial,  exercifed  by  the  Mexicans,  and  almoft  all 
the  people  of  Anahuac.  The  Toltecan  nation  empby- 
ed  themfelves  diligently  in  it,  and  taught  it  to  the  Che- 
chemccan  hunters.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  Mexicans,  we 
know  that  during  the  whole  of  their  peregrination^ 
from  their  native  country  Aztlan,  unto  the  lake  where 
they  founded  Mexico,  they  cultivated  the  earth  in  all 
thofe  places  where  they  made  any  confiderable  ftop,  and 
lived  upon  the  produce  of  their  labour.  When  they 
were  brought  under  fubjeflion  to  the  Colhuan  and  Tc- 
panecan  nations,  and  confined  to  the  miferable  little 
iflands  oq  the  lake,  they  ceafed  for  fome  years  to  culti- 
vate the  land,  becaufe  they  had  none,  until  neceflity, 
and  induftry  together,  taught  them  to  form  moveable 
fields  and  gardens,  which  floated  on  the  waters  of  the 
lake.  The  method  which  they  purfucd  to  make  thofe, 
and  which  they  ftill  praftife,  is  extremely  fimple. 

They  plait  and  twift  willows,  and  roots  of  marfli 
plants,  or  other  materials  together,  which  are  light,  but 
capable  of  fupporting  the  earth  of  the  garden  firmly 

united. 
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united.  Upon  this  foqndation  they  lay  the  light  buihes 
which  -float  on  the  lake,  and  over  all^  the  mud  and  dirt 
which  they  draw  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  fame  Iake% 
Their  regular  figure  is  quadrangular ;  their  length  and 
breadth  various ;  but  as  ^  as  we  can  judge,  they  are 
about  eight  perches  long,  and  not  more  than  three  in 
breadth,  and  have  lefs  than  a  foot  of  elevation  above 
the  furfiice  of  the  water.  Thefe  were  the  firft  fields 
which  the  Mexicans  owned  after  the  foundation  of  Mex«- 
ico ;  there  they  firft  cultivated  the  maize,  great  pep- 
per, and  other  plants,  neccflary  for  their  fupport.  In 
progrefs  of  time  us  thofe  fields  grew  numerous  from  the 
induftry  of  thofe  people  there  were  among  them  gar* 
dens  of  flowers  and  odoriferous  plants,  which  were  cm* 
ployed  in  the  worihip  of  thdr  gods,  and  ferved  £ot  the 
recreation  of  the  nobles.  At  prefent  they  cultivate 
flowers,  and  every  fort  of  garden  herbs  upon  them. 
Every  day  of  the  year,  at  fun-rife,  innumerable  vcSkh 
loaded  with  various  kinds  of  flowers  and  herbs,  which 
are  cultivated  in  thofe  garddis,  are  feen  arriving  by  the 
canal,  at  the  great  market-place  of  that  capital.  All 
plants  thrive  there  furprifingly ;  the  mud  of  the  lake  is 
an  extremely  fertile  foil,  and  requires  no  water  from 
the  clouds.  In  the  largeft  gardens  there  is  commonly 
a  little  tree,  and  even  a  little  hut  to  flicker  the  cultiva- 
tor,  and  defend  him  from  rain,  or  the  fun.  When  the 
owner  of  a  garden,  or  the  Chinampay  as  he  is  ufuaffy 
called,  wiflies  to  change  his  fituation,  to  remove  from 
a  difagreeable  neighbour,  or  to  come  nearer  to  his  own 
family,  he  gets  into  his  little  vcflcl,  and  by  his  own 
ftrength  alone,  if  the  garden  is  fmall,  or  wi  A  the  afllft- 
ance  of  others,  if  it  is  large,  he  tows  it  after  him,  and 
condufts  it  wherever  he  plcafes  with  the  Kttle  tree  and 

hut 
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hut  upon  it.  That  part  of  the  lake  where  thofe  float- 
ing gardens  are,  is  a  place  of  infinite  recreation  where 
thefenfes  receive  the  highefl  pofEble  gratification. 

As  foon  as  the  Mexicans  had  fhakcn  off  the  Tcpanc- 
can  yoke,  and  had  gained  by  their  conquefts  lands  fit 
for  cultivation,  they  applied  themfelves  with  great  dili- 
gence to  agriculture.  Having  neither  ploughs,  nor 
oxen,  nor  any  other  animals  proper  to  be  employed  in 
the  culture  of  the  earth,  they  fupplied  the  want  of 
them  by  labour,  and  other  more  fimple  inftruments.  To 
hoe  and  dig  the  ground  they  made  ufc  of  the  Coatl  (or 
Coa)y  which  is  an  inftrument  made  of  copper,  with  a 
wooden  handle,  but  different  from  a  fpade  or  mattock. 
They  made  ufc  of  an  axe  to  cut  trees,  which  was  alfo 
made  of  copper,  and  was  of  the  fame  form  with  thofe 
of  modern  times,  except  that  we  put  the  handle  in  the 
eye  of  the  axe,  whereas  they  |)ut  the  axe  into  an  eye 
of  the  handle.  They  had  feveral  other  inftruments  of 
agriculture  j  but  the  negligence  of  ancient  writers  on 
this  fubjed  has  not  left  it  in  our  power  to  attempt  their 
defcription. 

For  the  refrefhment  of  their  fields  they  made  ufc  of 
the  water  of  rivers  and  fmall  torrents  which  came  from 
the  mountains,  raifing  dams  to  colleft  them,  and  form- 
ing canals  to  conduft  them.  Lands  which  were  high, 
or  on  the  declivity  of  mountains,  were  not  fown  every 
year,  bur  allowed  to  lie  fallow  until  they  were  over-run 
with  buihes,  which  they  burned,  to  repair  by  their 
afhes,  the  fait  which  rains  had  waflicd  away.  They 
furrounded  their  fields  with  ftone  inclofures,  or  hedges 
made  of  the  mefl,  or  aloe,  which  make  an  excellent 
fence ;  and  in  the  month  Panquetz&liztli,  which  began. 
Vol.  U.  Z  as 
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as  we  have  already  mentioned)  on  the  third  of  Decern* 
ber,  they  were  repaii^d  if  neceflary  (m). 

The  method  they  obferved  in  fowing  of  maize,  and 
which  they  ftill  pradife  in  fome  places,  is  this.     The 
fower  makes  a  fmall  hole  in  the  earth,  with  a  ftick  or 
drill  probably,  the  point  of  which  is  hardened  by  fire ; 
into  this  hole  he  drops  one  or  two  grains  of  maize  from 
a  baiket  which  hangs  from  his  ihonlder,  and  covers 
them  with  a  little  earth  by  means  of  his  foot ;  he  then 
pafles  forward  to -a  certain  diftance,  which  is  greater  j^ 
Icfs  according  to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  opens  anotUer 
bole,  and  continues  fo  in  a-ftratght  tine  unto  tbe.«nd  of  - 
the  field ;  from  thence  he  returns,  forming  another  line 
parallel  to  the  fir(L    The  rows  of  plants  by  thefe  means 
are  as  ftraight  as  if  a  line  was  made  ufc  bf^  and  at  as  equal 
diflances  from  each  other  as  if  the  fpaces  between  w[ere 
meafured.     This  method  of  fowiog,  which  is  now  ufed 
by  a  few  of  the  Indians  only,  though  more  flow  («},  is, 
however  of  fome  advantage,  as  they  can  more  exadiy 
proportion  the  quantity  of  feed  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
foil }  befides,  that  there  is  almoft  none  of  the  feed  lofl 
which  is  fown.     In  confequence  of  this,  the  crops  of  the 
fields  which  are  cultivated  in  that  manner  are  ufually 
more  plentiful.    When  the  maize  fprings  up  to  a  cer- 
tain height,  they  cover  the  foot  of  the  plant  round  with 
earth,  that  it  may  be  better  nouriflied,  and  more  a^e 
to  withftand  fudden  gufts  of  wind. 

In  the  labours  of  the  field  the  men  were  afEfted  by 
the  women.  It  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  men  to  dig  and 
hoe  the  ground,  to  fow,  to  heap  the  earth  about  the 

plants, 

(m)  This  is  called  z  penguin  fenee  io  Jamaica,  and  the  windward  iflands. 
(iv)  This  maimer  of  fowing  is  not  fo  flow  as  might  be  imagined,  as  tho 
country  people  ufed  to  this  method  do  it  with  wonderful  quickneis. 


1= 
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plants,  and  to  reap ;  to  the  women  it  belonged  to  ftrip 
off  the  leaves  from  the  ears,  and  to  clear  the  grain ;  to 
weed  and  to  fhell  it  was  the  employment  of  both. 

They  had  places  like  farm  yards,  where  they  drip- 
ped off  the  leaves  from  the  ears,  and  {helled  them,  and 
granaries  to  prcferve  the  grain.     Their  granaries  were 
built  in  a  ^uare  form,  and  generally  of  wood.     They 
made  ufc  of  the  ojametl  for  this  purpofe,  which  is  a  very 
lofty  tree,  with  but  a  few  flender  branches,  and  a  thin 
finooth  bark ;  the  wood  of  it  is  extremely  pliant,  and 
difficult  to  break  or  rot.     Thefe  granaries  were  fwmed 
by  placing  the  round  and  equal  trunks  of  the  ojametl  in 
a  fquare,  one  upon  the  other,  without  any  labour  ex- 
cept that  of  a  fmall  nitch  towards  their  extremities,  to 
adjnfl:  and  unite  them  fo  perfedly  as  not  to  fuffer  any 
paffitge  to  the  light.     When  the  ftrufture  was  raifed 
to  a  fufficient  height,  they  covered  it  with  another  fet 
of  crofs-beams,  and  over  thefe  the  roof  was  laid  to  de- 
fend the  grain  from  rains.     Thofe  granaries  had  no 
other  door  or  outlet  than  two  windows,  one  below 
which  was  fmall,  and  another  fomcwhat  wider  above. 
Some  of  them  were  fo  large  as  to  contain  five  or  fix 
•  tlK>uiand,  or  fometimes  more  fanegas  (^)  of  maize. 
There  are  fome  of  this  fort  of  granaries  to  be  met  with 
in  a  few  places  at  a  diftance  from  the  capital,  and 
amongft  them  fome  fo  very  ancient,  that  they  appear 
to  have  been  built  before  the  conqueft ;  and,  according 
to  the  information  we  have  had  from  perfons  of  intelli- 
gence, they  prcferve  the  grain  better  than  thofe  which 
are  conftruftcd  by  the  Europeans. 

Clofe  to  fields  which  were  fown  they  commonly  ereft- 
ed  a  little  tower  of  wood,  branches  and  mats,  in  which 

a  man 

(•)  A  Caftilian  mcafore  of  dry  goods,  fonnerly  mentioned  by  lu. 
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a  man  defended  from  the  fun  and  rain  kept  watch,  and 
drove  away  the  birds  which  came  in  flocks  to  confume 
the  young  grain.  Thofe  little  towers  are  ftill  made 
ufe  of  even  in  the  fields  of  the  Spaniards  on  account  of 
the  excefGvc  number  of  birds.        * 

The  Mexicans  were  alfo  extremely  well  /killed  in  the 
cultivation  of  kitchen  and  other  gardens,  in  which  they 
planted  with  great  regularity  and  tafte,  fruit-trees,  and 
medicinal  plants  and  flowers.  The  laft  of  thofe  were 
much  in  demand,  not  lefs  on  account  of  the  particular 
pleafure  taken  in  them,  than  of  the  cuftom  which  pre- 
vailed of  prefenting  bunches  of  flowers  to  their  kings, 
lords,  ambafladors,  and  other  perfons  of  rank,  befides 
the  exceflive  quantity  which  were  made  ufe  of  in  the 
temples  and  private  oratories.  Amongft  the  ancient 
gardens,  of  which  an  account  has  been  handed  down  to 
us,  the  royal  gardens  of  Mexico  and  Tezcuco,  which 
we  have  already  mentioned,  and  thofe  of  the  lords  of  Iz- 
tapalapan  and  Huaxtepec,  have  been  much  celebrated. 
Among  the  gardens  of  the  great  palace  of  the  lord  of 
Iztapalapan,  there  was  one,  the  extent,  difpofition,  and 
beauty  of  which  excited  the  admiration  of  the  Spaniih 
conquerors.  It  was  laid  out  in  four  fquares,  and  planted 
with  every  variety  of  trees,  the  fight  and  fcent  of  which 
gave  infinite  pleafure  to  the  fenfes;  through  thofe 
fquares  a  number  of  roads  and  paths  led,  fome  formed 
by  fruit-bearing  trees,  and  others  by  efpaliers  of  flower- 
ing (hrubs  and  aromatic  herbs.  Several  canals  from  the 
lake  watered  it,  by  one  of  which  their  barges  could  en- 
ter. In  the  centre  of  the  garden  was  a  fifli-pond,  the 
circumference  of  which  meafured  fixteen  hundred  paces, 
or  four  hundred  from  fide  to  fide,  where  innumerable 
water-fowl  reforted,  and  there  were  fteps  on  every  fide 

to 
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to  dcfcend  to  the  bottom.  This  garden,  agreeably  to 
the  teftimony  of  Cortes  and  Diaz,  who  faw  it,  was 
planted,  or  rather  extended  and  improved  by  Cuitlahu- 
atzin,  the  brother  and  fuccelTor  in  the  kingdom  to  Mon- 
tezuma II.  He  caufed  many  foreign  trees  to  be  tranf- 
planted  there,  according  to  the  account  of  Hernandez, 
who  faw  them. 

The  garden  of  Huaxtepec  was  ftill  more  extenfive 
and  celebrated  than  the  laft.  It  was  fix  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  watered  by  a  beautiful  river  which  croflfed 
it.  Innumerable  fpecies  of  trees  and  plants  were  reared 
there  and  beautifully  difpofcd,  and  at  proper  diftances 
fix>m  each  other  different  pleafure  houfes  were  erefted. 
A  great  number  of  ftrange  plants  imported  from  foreign 
countries  were  collefted  in  it.  The  Spaniards  for  many 
years  preferved  this  garden,  where  they  cultivated  every 
kind  of  medicinal  herb  belonging  to  that  clime,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  hofpital  which  they  founded  there,  in  which 
the  remarkable  hermit,  Gregorio  Lopez,  ferved  a  num- 
ber of  years  (j>). 

They  paid  no  lefs  attention  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
woods  which  fupplied  them  with  fuel  to  bum,  timber  to 
build,  andgame  for  the  diverfion  of  the  king.    We  have 

formerly 

(f)  Cortes,  in  his  letter  to  Charles  V,  of  the  15th  of  May,  15  aa,  told  him, 
that  the  garden  of  Huaxtepec  was  the  mofl  extenfive,  the  moft  beautiful,  and 
moft  delightful  which  had  ever  been  beheld.  Bemal  Dias,  in  chap,  cxlii.  of  his 
hiftory  Ays,  that  the  garden  was  moll  wonderful,  and  truly  worthy  of  a  great 
-  prince.  Hernandez  frequently  makes  mention  of  it  in  his  Natural  Hidory,  and 
named  feveral  plants  which  were  tranfplantcd  there,  and  amongfl  others  the 
baUam-tree.  Cortes  alfo,  in  his  letter  to  Charles  vV.  of  the  30th  of  Odober, 
15  ao,  relates,  that  having  requeiied  king  Montezuma  to  caufe  a  villa  to  be 
made  in  Malinaltepec  for  that  emperor,  two  months  were  hardly  elapfed  when 
there  were  ereded  at  that  place  four  good  houfes ;  fixty  fanegas  of  maize  fown, 
ten  of  French  beans,  two  thoufand  feet  of  ground  planted  with  cacao,  and  a  vaft 
pond,  where  five  hundred  ducks  were  breeding,  and  fifteen  hundred  turkics 
were  rearing  in  houfes. 
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formerly  mentioned  the  woods  of  king  Montezuma»  and 
the  laws  of  king  Nezahualco^tl  concerning  the  cutting 
of  them.  It  would  be  of  advantage  to  that  kingdom, 
that  thofe  laws  were  (till  in  force,  or  at  lead  that  there 
w^  not  fo  much  liberty  granted  in  cutting  without  an 
obligation  to  plant  a  certain  number  of  trees ;  as  many 
people  preferring  their  private  intereft  and  convenience 
to  die  public  welfare,  deftroy  th^  wood  in  order  to  en- 
large their  pofleilions  (q). 

Among  the  plants  moft  cultivated  by  the  Mexicans 
next  to  maize,  the  principal  were  thofe  of  cotton,  the 
cacao,  the  met/y  or  aloe,  the  chia,  and  great  pepper,  on 
account  of  the  various  ufes  which  they  made  of  them. 
The  aloe,  or  maguei  alpne,  yielded  almoft  every  thing 
neceilary  to  the  life  of  the  poor.  Beiides  making  ex- 
cellent hedges  for  their  fields,  its  trunk  ferved  in  place 
of  beams  for  the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  and  its  leaves 
inftead  of  tiles.  From  thofe  leaves  they  obtained  pa- 
per, thread,  needles,  clothing,  ihoes,  and  ftockings,  and 
cordage ;  and  from  its  copious  juice  they  made  wine^ 
hcMiey,  fugar,  and  vinegar.  Of  the  trunk,  and  thickeft 
part  of  the  leaves,  when  well  baked,  they  made  a  very 
tolerable  difh  of  food.  Laftly,  it  was  a  powerful  medi- 
cine in  feveral  diforders,  and  particularly  in  thofe  of 
the  urine.  It  is  alfo  at  prefent  one  of  the  plants  the 
mod  valued  and  mod  profitable  to  the  Spaniards,  as  we 
{ball  fee  hereafter. 

With  refpcft  to  the  breeding  of  anhnals,  which  is  an 
employment  aflbciated  with  agriculture,  although  among 
the  Mexicans  there  were  no  fhepherds,  they  having  been 

entirely 

(7)  Many  places  ftiU  feel  the  pernicioiu  effedt  of  th^  libertj  to  cat  the 
woods.  The  city  Queretaro  was  formerly  provided  with  timber  for  bnildiiig 
from  the  wood  which  was  apon  the  neighbouring  mountain  Cimatario,  At 
prefenc  it  is  obliged  to  be  brought  from  a  great  diftancc,  a«  the  mmmfain  is 
entirely  dripped  of  its  wood* 
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entirely  deftimte  of  fheep,  they  bred  up  innumerable 
^ectes  of  animals  unknown  in  Europe*  Private  per- 
ibns  brought  up  feehicbis^  quadrupeds,  as  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  fimilar  to  little  dogs ;  turkeys,  quails, 
geefe,  ducks,  and  other  kinds  of  fowl.  In  the  houfes 
of  lords  were  bred  fifli,  deer,  rabbits,  and  a  variety  of 
birds ;  and  in  the  royal  palaces,  almoft  all  the  fpecies 
of  quadrupeds,  and  winged  animals  of  thofe  countries, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  water  animals  and  reptiles. 
We  may  fay,  that  in  this  kind  of  magnificence  Monte- 
zuma II.  furpafled  all  the  kings  of  the  world,  and  that 
there  never  has  been  a  nation  equal  in  ikill  to  the  Mcx«- 
icans  in  the  care  of  fo  many  different  fpecies  of  animals, 
which  had  fo  much  knowledge  of  their  difpofitions, 
<rf  the  food  which  was  moft  proper  for  each,  and  of 
all  the  means  neceflary  for  their  prefervation  and  in« 
crcafe. 

Among  the  animals  reared  by  the  Mexicans,  no  one 
is  more  worthy  of  mention  than  the  nocbiztliy  or  Mexi- 
can cochineal,  defcribed  by  us  in  our  firfl  book.  This 
infed,  fo  greatly  valued  in  Europe  on  account  of  its 
djes,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  fcarlet  and  crimfon,  being 
not  only  extremely  delicate,  but  alfo  pcrfccutcd  by  fe- 
veral  enemies,  demands  a  great  deal  more  care  from  the 
breeders  than  is  necefl^iry  for  the  iilk-worm.  Rain, 
cold,  and  ftrong  winds  deibroy  it.  Birds,  mice,  and 
worms,  perfecuce  it  furioufly  and  devour  ic ;  hence  it 
is  necefTary  to  keep  the  rows  of  opuntia,  or  nopal, 
where  thofe  infe^^s  are  bred  always  clean  ;  to  attend 
conftantly  to  drive  away  the  birds  which  are  deftruftive 
to  them,  to  make  ncfts  of  hay  for  them  in  the  leaves  of 
the  opuntia,  by  the  juice  of  which  they  are  nouriflbed, 
and  when  the  feafon  of  rain  approaches,  to  raife  them 

from 
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from  the  plants  together  with  the  leaves,  and  guard 
them  in  houfes.  Before  the  females  are  delivered  they 
cad  their  /kin,  td  obtain  which  fpoil  the  breeders  make 
ufe  of  the  tail  of  the  rabbit,  brufliing  moft  gently  with 
it  that  they  may  not  detach  the  infe^bs  from  the  leaves, 
or  do  them  any  hurt.  On  every  leaf  they  make  three 
nefts,  and  in  every  neft  they  lay  about  fifteen  cochineals. 
Every  year  they  make  three  gatherings,  referving  how- 
ever each  time  a  certain  number  for  the  future  genera- 
tion ;  but  the  lad  gathering  is  lead  valued,  the  cochineals 
being  fmaller  then,  and  mixed  with  the  (havings  of  the 
opuntia.  They  kill  the  cochineal  mod  commonly  with 
hot  water.  On  the  manner  of  drying  it  afterwards,  the 
Equality  of  the  colour  which  is  obtained  from  it  chiefly 
depends.  The  bed  is  that  which  is  dried  in  the  fun. 
Some  dry  it  in  the  comallij  or  pan,  in  which  they  bake 
their  bread  of  maize,  and  others  in  the  temazcallij  a  fort 
of  oven,  of  which  we  diall  fpeak  elfewhere. 

The  Mexicans  would  not  have  been  able  to  aflemblc 
fo  many  forts  of  animals,  if  they  had  not  had  great 
dexterity  in  the  exercife  of  the  chace.  They  made  ufe 
of  the  bow  and  arrow,  darts,  nets,  fnares,  and  C^- 
boitane.^  The  cerbottane  which  the  kings  and  princi- 
pal lords  made  ufe  of  were  curioufly  carved  and  painted, 
and  likewife  adorned  with  gold  and  filver.  Befides  the 
exercife  of  the  chace  which  private  individuals  took  ci- 
ther for  amufement,  or  to  provide  food  for  themfelves, 
there  were  general  chaces,  which  were  either  thofe  eda- 
bliftied  by  cudom  to  procure  a  plenty  of  viftims  for  fa- 
crifices,  or  others  occafionally*  appointed  by  the  king. 
For  this  general  chace  they  fixed  on  a  large  wood,  which 

was 

*  Cerh»ttaney  are  long  tubes,  or  pipes,  through  which  thej  Ihoot,  bj  blow- 
tfig  with  the  mouth  Httle  balb  at  birds,  &c. 
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vns  generally  that  of  Zacatepec,  not  far  diftant  from 
the  capital ;  there  they  chofe  the  place  mofl  adapted 
for  fetting  a  great  number  of  fnares  and  nets.     With 
fomc  thoufands'  of  hunters  they  formed  a  circle  round 
the  wood  of  fix,  fevcn,  eight,  or  more  miles,  according 
to  the  number  of  animals  they  intended  to  take :  they 
fct  fire  every  where  to  the  dry  grafs  and  herbs,  and 
made  a  terrible  noife  with  drums,  horns,  ihouting,  and 
whiftling.     The  animals,  alarmed  by  the  noife  and  the 
fire,  fled  to  the  centre  of  the  wood,  which  was  the  very 
place  where   the  fnares  were  fct.     The  hunters  ap- 
proached towards ,  the  fame  fpot,  and  flill  continuing 
their  noife,*  gradually  contrafted  their  circle,  until  they 
left  but  a  very  fmall  fpace  to  the  game,  which  they  all 
then  attacked  with  their  arms.     Some  of  the  animals 
were  killed^  and  fome  were  taken  alive  in  the  foares,  or 
in  the  hands  of  the  hunters.     The  number  and  variety 
of  game  which  they  took  was  fo  great,  that  the  firft 
viceroy  of  Mexico,  when  he  was  told  of  it,  thought  it 
fo  incredible,  that  he  defircd  to  make  experience  of  the 
method  himfelf.     For  the  field  of  the  chace,  he  made 
qhoice  of  a  great  plain  which  lies  in  the  country  of  the 
Otomie^,  between  the  villages  of  Xilotepec  and  S.  Gio- 
vanm  del  Rio^  and  ordered  the  Indians  to  proceed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  in  the  time  of 
their  paganifm.    The  viceroy,  with  a  great  retinue  of 
Spaniards  repaired  to  the  plain,  where  accommodations 
were  prepared  for  them  in  houfcs  built  of  wood,  ercfted 
there  on  purpofe.     Eleven  thoufand  Otomies  formed  a 
circle  of  more  than  fifteen  miles,  and  after  praftifing  all 
the  means  above  mentioned,  aifembled  fuch  a  quantity  of 
game  on  the  plain,  that  the  viceroy,  who  was  quite 
aftoniflied  at  the  fight,  commanded  that  the  greater  part 
Vol.  II.  A  a  of 
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of  them  fliould  be  fct  at  liberty,  vtbidtt  was  accordingly 
done }  notwfthftandiog  the  number  of  anhnals  taken 
would  be  altogether  incredible,  if  the  drcumftance  had 
not  been  publicly  known  and  attefted  by  many,  and 
among  others  by  a  witnefs  worthy  of  the  htgheft  credit 
(r).  They  killed  more  than  fix  hundred  deer  and  wild 
goats,  upward  of  a  hundred  ccgot^,  and  a  furpriling 
number  of  hares,  rabbits,  and  other  quadrupeds.  The 
plain  (till  retains  the  Spanifh  name  Cazadero,  or  place  of 
the  chace,  which  was  then  given  it. 

Befides  the  ufual  method  of  praftifing  the  chace,  they 
Itad  other  particular  dericcs  for  catching  particular  kinds 
of  animals.  In  order  to  catch  young  apes,  they  made  a 
fmall  fire  in  the  woods,  and  put  among  the  burning  coab 
a  particular  kind  of  ftone  which  they  called  Cacal^teil^ 
fraven,  or  black  ftone),  which  bui^s  with  a  loud  noifc 
when  it  is  well  heated.  They  covered  the  fire  with 
earth,  and  iprinkled  around  it  a  little  maize. '  The  apes> 
allured  by  the  gram,  affembled  about  it  with  their  young, 
and  while  they  were  peaceably  eating,  the  ftone  burft ; 
the  old  apes  fled  away  in  terror  leaving  their  young  be- 
hind them ;  the  hunters,  who  were  on  the  watch,  then 
feized  them  before  their  dams  could  return  to  carry 
them  off. 

The  method  aMb  which  they  had,  and  ftiti  ufe,  to 
catch  ducks,  is  artful  and  curious.  The  lakes  of  the 
Mexican  vale,  as  well  as  others  of  the  kingdom,  arefre« 
quented  by  a  prodigious  multitude  of  ducks,  geefe,  and 
other  aquatic  birds.  The  Mexicans  left  fome  empty 
gourds  to  float  upon  the  water,  where  thofe  birds  refort- 
cd,  that  they  might  be  accuftomed  to  fee  and  approach 
them  without  fear.  The  bird-catcher  went  into  the 
water  fo  deep  as  to  hide  his  body,  and  covered  his  head 

with 

(r)  P.  Torlbio  di  BenaTenti,  or  Motolinia. 
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vnth  a  gourd ;  the  ducks  came  to  peck  at  it,  and  then  he 
pulled  them  by  the  feet  under  water,  and  in  this  manner 
fecured  as  many  as  he  pleafed. 

They  took  ferpents  alive  either  by  twifling  them  with 
great  dexterity,  or  approaching  them  intrepidly,  they 
fdzed  them  with  one  hand  by  the  neck,  and  fewed  up 
their  mouths  with  the  other.  They  ftiU  take  them  in 
this  way,  and  every  day  in  the  apothecaries  fhops  of  the 
capital,  and  other  cities,  may  be  feen  live  ferpents  which 
have  been  taken  in  this  ipanner. 

But  nothing  is  more  wonderful  than  their  quicknefs  ia 
tracing  the  fteps  of  wild  beafts.  Although  there  is  not 
the  fmalleft  print  of  them  to  be  feen  from  the  earth  being 
covered  with  herbs  or  dry  leaves  which  fall  from  the 
trees,  they  ftill  t|ack  them,  particularly  if  they  are  wound* 
ed,  by  obferving  moft  attentively  fometimes  the  drops  of 
blood  which  fail  upon  the  leaves  as  they  pafs,  fome* 
times  the  herbs  which  are  broken  or  beat  down  by  their 
feet  (s). . 

From  the  iituation  of  their  capital,  and  its  vicinity  to 
the  lake  of  Chaico,  which  abounded  with  fiih,  the  Mex- 
icans were  flill  more  invited  to  fiihing  than  the  chace* 
They  employed  themfelves  in  it  from  the  time  of  their 
arrival  in  that  country,  and  their  art  in  fifliing  procured 
them  all  other  neceilaries.  The  inflruments  which  they 
mod  commonly  made  ufe  of  in  fiihing  were  nets,  but  they 
alfo  employed  hooks,  harpoons,  and  weals. 

The  fi(hers  not  only  caught  fifli,  but  even  took  croco- 
diles in  two  different  methods.     One  was  by  tying  them 

by 

(/)  The  account  which  we  have  of  the  Taraumarefe,  the  Opates,  and  other 
DttioiM  beyond  the  Tropic,  when  purfued  by  their  enemies  the  Apacci,  is  ftill 
more  wonderful ;  for  by  the  touch  and  obfenratioot  of  the  footfteps  of  their  ene* 
mies,  they  can  tell  the  time  at  which  they  pafled  there*  The  fiune  tbiQg  ve 
xmderfUnd  u  reported  of  the  people  of  Yucatan. 
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by  the  neck,  which,  as  Hernandez  afferts,  was  very 
common ;  but  this  audior  does  not  explain  the  manner 
in  which  they  performed  an  aft  fo  daring  againft  (o  ter- 
rible a  creature.  The  other  method,  which  is  (UU  ufed 
by  fome,  was  that  which  the  Egyptians  formerly  pra&tf- 
ed  on  the  famous  crocodiles  of  the  Nile.  The  fifher  pre- 
fented  himfelf  before  the  crocodile,  carrying  id  his  hand 
a  ftrong  (tick,  well  (harpened  at  both  ends,  and  when  the 
animal  opened  its  mouth  to  devour  him,  he  thrufl  his 
armed  hand  into  its  jaws,  and  as  the  crocodile  (hut  its 
mouth  .again,  it  was  transfixed  by  the  two  points  of  the 
flick.  The  fi(her  waited  until  it  grew  feeble  from  the 
lofs  of  blood,  and  then  he  killed  it. 

Fi(hing,  hunting,  agriculture,  and  the  arts,  fiimifhed 
the  Mexicans  feveral  branches  of  commerce.  Their 
commerce  in  the  country  of  Anahuac  began  as  foon  as 
they  were  fettled  upon  the  little  iflands  in  the  Tezcucan 
lake.  The  fi(h  which  they  caught,  and  the  mats  which 
they  wove  of  ru(hes  which  the  fame  lake  produces,  was 
exchanged  for  maize,  cotton,  ftones,  lime,  and  the  wood, 
which  they  required  for  their  fupport,  for  their  clothing, 
and  their  buildings.  In  proportion  to  the  power  which 
their  arms  acquired,  their  commerce  increafed ;  fo  that 
firom  having  been  at  firft  confined  to  the  environs  of  their 
own  city,  it  extended  at  laft  to  the  mod  diftant  provinces. 
There  were  innumerable  Mexican  merchants,  who  incef- 
fantly  travelled  from  one  city  to  another  to  exchange  their 
goods  to  advantage.  In  every  place  of  the  Mexican 
empire,  and  of  all  the  extenfive  country  of  Anahuac,  a 
market  was  opened  every  day ;  but  every  five  days  they 
held  one  which  was  more  confiderable  and  general. 
Cities  which  were  near  together  had  this  market  on  dif- 
ferent days,  that  they  might  not  prgudice  each  other  ; 

but 
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but  in  the  capital  it  was'kept  on  the  days  of  the  Houfe, 
the  Rabbit,  the  Reed,  and  the  Flint,  which,  in  the  firft 
year  of  the  century,  were  the  third,  the  eighth,  the  thir- 
teenth, and  eighteenth  of  every  month. 

In  order  to  convey  fome  idea  of  thofe  markets,  or 
tather  &irs,  which  have  been  fo  much  celebrated  by  the 
hiftorians  of  Mexico,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  defcribe  that 
held  in  the  capital.     Until  the  time  of  king  Axajacatl, 
it  was  kept  in  a  fpace  of  ground  before  the  royal  palace ; 
but  after  the  conqueft  of  Tlatelolco,  it  was  removed  to 
that  quarter.      The  public  place  of  Tlatelolco  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  account  of  the  conqueror  Cortes,  twice 
as  large  as  that  of  Salamanca,  one  of  the  moft  famous  in 
Spain  (/),  and  furrounded  by  porticos  for  the  convenience 
of  the  merchants.     Every  fort  of  merchandize  had  a  par- 
ticular place  allotted  to  it  by  the  judges  of  commerce. 
In  one  ftation  were  goods  of  gold,  and  filver,  and  jewels ; 
in  another,  manufaAures  of  cotton ;  in  another,  thofe  of 
feathers,  and  fo  forth ;  and  no  change  of  lituation  was 
allowed  to  any  of  them ;  but  although  the  fquare  was 
very  large,  as  all  the  merchandizes  could  not  be  lodged 
in  it  without  interrupting  the  tranfaAion  of  bufinefs,  it 
was  ordered  that  all  large  goods,  fuch  as  beams,  (tones, 
&c.  fhould  be  left  in  the  roads  and  canals  near  to  the 
market-place.     The  number  of  merchants  who  daily  af- 
fembled  there,  according  to  the  affirmation  of  Cortes 
himfelf,  exceeded  fifty  thoufand  (n).     The  things  which 

were 

(i)  Id  Hiree  editions  of  the  letters  of  Cortes  which  we  have  feen,  we  hzye 
read,  that  the  fqoare  of  Tlatelolco  was  tvoUe  as  large  as  the  city  of  Salamanca, 
whereas  it  ought  to  read,  as  that  of  the  city  of  Salamanca. 

(ar)  Although  Cortes  affirmed  that  there  aflcmhled  daily  in  the  market-place 
of  Tlatelolco  fifty  thoufand  people,  it  appears  that  it  ought  to  be  underflood  of 
the  great  market  which  was  held  every  five  days ;  for  the  anonymous  conqueror, 
who  fpeaks  more  diftin&ly  of  it,  fays,  that  at  the  markets  there  were  from 
twenty  to  twenty-fiTe  thoufand,  but  at  the  great  markeu  from  forty  to  fifty 
ihowfand. 
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were  ibid  or  exchanged  there,  wereib  numerous  and  fo 
various,  that  hiftorians  who  faw  them,  after  making  a 
long  and  tedious  enumeratbn,  conclude  with  faying,  it 
is  impoflible  to  exprefs  them  all.     Without  contradi&ing 
their  afiertion,  and  to  avoid  prolixity,  we  will  endeavour 
to  comprehend  them  in  a  few  words.     To  that  Cquare 
were  carried  to  be  fold  or  exchanged  all  the  produdions 
of  the  Mexican  empire,  or  adjacent  countries,  whkh  could 
ferve  for  the  neccflaries  of  life,  the  convenience,  the  lux* 
uries,  the  vanity,  or  curioiity  of  man  (x)i  innumerable 
(pedes  of  animals,  both  dead  and  alive,  every  fort  of  eat* 
able  which  was  in  ufe  amongft  them,  all  the  metals  and 
gems  which  were  known  to  them,  all  the  medicinal  drugs 
and  (imples,  herbs,  gums,  reiins,  and  mineral  earths,  as 
well  as  the  medicines  prqsared  by  their  phyiicians,  fuch  as 
beverages,  deduaries,  oils,  plafters,  ointments,  &c.  and 
every  fort  of  manufadure  and  work  of  the  thread  of 
the  metl,  n^guei,  or  aloe,  of  the  mountain  palm,  of  cot* 
ton,  of  feathers,  ofthehairof  animals,  of  wood,  of  ftone, 
of  gold,  filver,  and  copper.     They  fold  there  alfo  Haves, 
and  even  whole  veiTels,  laden  with  human  dung,  for 
drel&ng  the  ikins  of  animals.     In  fhort,  they  fold  ia 
that  fquare  every  thing  which  could  be  fold  in  all  that 
city ;  for  they  had  no  mart  elfewherc,  nor  was  any  thing, 
fold  out  of  the  market-place  excq>t  eatables.     The  pot- 
ters and  jewellers  of  Cbolula,  the  goldfmiths  of  Azcapo* 
zaloo^  the  painters  of  Tezcuco,  the  ftcme^utters  of  Tc^ 
oa^ocan,  the  hunters  of  Xilotepcc,  the  fifliers  of  Cuitla- 
fauac,  the  fruiterers  of  hot  countries,  the  mat-weavcrs  and 

chair-makers 

(«)  WhocYcr  i;»ill  ukc  the  trouble  to  read  the  defcription  which  Cortes,  Bcr- 
nal  Diasy  and  the  anonymous  conqueror  have  given  of  their  market,  will  be  con* 
viuccd  there  is  uo  exaggeration  made  here  of  tho  varietj  of  their  merchaBdjyi. 
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cfaair-tnakers  of  Quauhtitlan,  the  florifls  of  XocUimilco^ 
all  aflembled  there. 

Their  commerce  was  not  only  carried  on  by  way  of 
exchange,  as  many  authors  report,  but  likewife  by* 
means  of  real  purchafe  and  fale.  They  have  five  kinds 
of  real  money,  though  it  was  not  coined,  which  ferved 
them  as  a  price  to  purchafe  whatever  they  wanted.  The 
firft  was  a  certain  fpecies  of  cacao,  different  from  that 
which  diey  ufed  in  their  daily  drink,  which  was  in  con- 
ftant  circulation  through  the  hands  of  traders,  as  our 
money  is  amongft  us.  They  counted  the  cacao  by  Xr- 
quipilli^  (this  as  we  have  before  obferved,  was  equal  to 
eight  thoufand),  and  to  fave  the  trouble  of  countbg 
them  when  the  merchandize  was  of  great  value,  they 
reckoned  them  by  facks,  every  fack  having  been  reckon- 
ed to  contain  three  xsquipiHi^  or  twenty-four  thoufand 
nuts.  The  fecond  kind  of  money  was  certain  fmatf 
cloths  of  cotton,  which  they  cdikd  patolquachtlij  as  be- 
ing folcly  deftined  for  the  purchafe  of  merchandizes  which 
were  immedately  neceifary.  The  third  fpecies  of  money 
was  gold  in  duft,  contained  in  goofe-quills,  which  by 
being  tranfparent,  fhewed  the  precious  metal  whkh  filled 
them,  and  in  proportion  to  their  fize  were  of  greater  or 
lefs  value.  The  fourth  which  mod  refembled  coined 
money,  was  made  of  pieces  of  copper  in  the  form  of  a  T, 
and  was  employed  in  purchafes  of  little  value.  The 
fifth,  of  which  mention  is  made  by  Cortes,  in  his 
laft  letter  to  the  emperor  Charles  the  Vth,  confided  of 
thm  pieces  of  tin. 

They  fold  and  exchanged  merchandizes  by  number 
and  meafure;  but  we  do  not  know  that  they  made  ufe  of 
weights,  either  bccaufe  they  thought  them  liable  to 
frauds,  as  fome  authors  have  faid,  or  becaufe  they  did 

not 
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not  find  them  neceflary,  as  others  have  affirmed^  or  be« 
caufc  if  they  did  ufc  them  the  Spaniards  never  knew 

« (r). 

To  prevent  fraudulent  contrads  and  diforder  amongft 
the  traders,  there  were  certain  commiilioners  who  were 
continually  traverfing  the  market  to  obferve  what  hap- 
pened,  and  a  tribunal  of  commerce,  compofed  of  twelve 
judges,  refiding  in  a  houfe  of  the  fquare,  was  appointed 
to  decide  all  difputes  between  traders,  and  take  cogni- 
zance of  all  trefpafles  committed  in  the  market-place. 
Of  all  the  goods  which  were  brought  into  the  market, 
a  certain  portion  was  paid  in  tribute  to  the  king,  who 
was  on  his  part  obliged  to  dp  juftice  to  the  merchants, 
and  to  proteft  their  property  and  their  perfons.  A  theft 
feldom  happened  in  the  market,  on  account  of  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  king's  officers,  and  the  fcvcrity  with  which 
it  was  inftantly  puni(hed.  But  it  is  not  the  lead  fur- 
prifmg,  that  theft  was  fo  rigoroufly  punifhcd,  where 
the  fmalleft  diforders  were  never  pardoned.  The  labo- 
rious and  mod  iincere  F.  Motolinia  relates,  that  a  quar- 
rel having  arifen  once  between  two  women  in  the  mar- 
ket of  Tczcuco,  and  one  of  them  having  gone  fo  far  as 
to  beat  the  other  with  her  hands,  and  occafion  the  lofs 
of  fomc  blood,  to  the  amazement  of  the  people,  who 
were  not  accuftomed  to  fee  fuch  an  outrage  committed 
there,  (he  was  immediately  condemned  to  death  for  the 
offence.  All  the  Spaniards  who  faw  thofc  markets  ex- 
tolled 

(y)  Ooman  beliered,  that  the  Mexicans  made  no  ufe  of  fcales  or  weights; 
becaufe  they  were  ignorant  of  fuch  a  contrivance ;  hut  it  is  very  improbable, 
that  a  nation  fo  induftrious  and  commercial  ihould  not  have  known  the  manner 
of  afccrtaining  the  weight  of  goods,  when  among  other  nations  of  America, 
lefs  acute  than  the  Mexicans,  iUllyards  were  made  ufe  of,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  the  fame  author,  to  weigh  gold.  Of  how  many  circumftances  relative 
to  American  antiquity  arc  we  ftill  ignorant,  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  cx»- 
mioation  and  enquiry  I 
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tdlcd  them  with  the  higheft  praifc?,  and  were  unable  to 
exprefs  in  words  the  admirable  difpofition,  and  the  wou- 
derfiil  order  which  was  maintained  among  fo  great  a 
multitude  of  merchants  and  merchandizes. 

The  markets  of  Tezcuco,  Tlafcala,  Cholula,  Hiiex- 
otzinco,  and  other  large  places,  were  ordered  in  the 
fame  manner  as  that  of  Mexico.  At  the  market  of 
Tlafcala,  Cortes  a&ms,  more  than  thirty  thoufand  mer- 
chants and  others  affcmbled  (z).  At  that  of  Tepeyacac, 
which  was  not  one  of  the  largeft  cities^  Motolinia  above 
mentioned  fays,  he  has  known  twenty-four  years  after 
the  conqueft,  when  the  commerce  of  thofe  people  was 
greatly  declined,  that  at  the  market  held  every  five  days, 
there  were  not  lefs  than  eight  thoufatid  European  hens 
fold,  and  that  as  many  were  fold  at  the  market  of  Aca- 
pitlayocan. 

When  young  merchants  were  dclirous  of  undertaking 
a  long  journey,  they  gave  an  entertainment  to  the  old 
merchants,  who  were  no  longer  able  on  account  of  their 
age  to  travel,  and  alfo  to  their  own  relations,  and  in- 
formed them  of  their  defign,  and  the  motive  which  in- 
duced them  to  travel  into  diftant  countries. 

Thofe  who  were  invited  praifed  their  refolution,  en- 
couragcd  them  to  follow  the  ftcps  of  their  anceftors, 
particularly  if  it  was  their  firft  journey  which  they  were 
going  to  perform,  and  gave  feveral  advices  to  them  how 
they  were  to  conduft  themfelves.  In  general,  many  of 
them  travelled  together  for  greater  fafety.  Each  of 
them  carried  in  his  hand  a  fmooth  black  (tick,  which,  as 
they  faid,  was  the  image  of  their  god  Jacateuftli,  with 
Vol.  II.  B  b  which 

(«)  That  which  Cortes  has  faid  refpedling  the  numhcr  of  merchants  and 
deakrs  which  aflembled  at  the  market  of  Tlafcala,  ought  moft  probably  to  be 
ooderftood  of  the  market  of  every  five  days^  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  have 
obferved  above  refpeding  that  of  Mexico. 
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which  thejr  imagined  themfelyes  fecnre  againft  all  iber 
dangers  of  the  jonrney.  As  (ooa  as  they  armed  at  aof 
boufe  where  they  made  a  halt,  they  afiembled  and  tied 
all  the  (ticks  together  and  worCbipped  them ;  and  twice 
or  thrice,  dnring  the  night,  they  cbrcw  bkx)d  from 
themfelves  in  honour  of  that  god.  All  the  time  that  a 
merchant  was  abfent  from  home,  hb  wife  and  children 
did  not  wafh  their  heads,  although  they  bathed,  except* 
ing  once  every  e^hty  days,  not  only  to  teftify  their  re% 
gret  of  his  abfence,  but  aUb  by  that  fpecies  of  mortifica^ 
tkm  to  procure  the  protection  of  thdr  gods«  Whes 
any  of  the  merchants  died  on  their  joimiey,  advice  of  hia 
death  was  immediately  feat  to  the  oldcit  merchants  of 
hb  native  country,  and  they  communicated  it  to  his  re- 
lations and  kindred,  who  immediately  formed  an  imper-* 
fed  ftatue  of  wood  to  reprefent  the  deceafed,  to  whleh 
they  paid  all  the^fiineral  honom^  which  they  would  have 
done  to  the  real  dead  body. 

For  the  ccmvenience  of  merchants,  and  other  travel- 
lers, there  were  public  roads,  which  wctc  repaired  every 
year  after  the  rainy  feafon.  They  had  Itkewife  in  the 
mountains  and  uninhabited  places,  houfes  ercAed  for  the 
reception  of  travellers,  and  bridges,  and  other  veflfels  for 
paffing  rivers.  Their  vefleh  were  oblong  and  flat-bot- 
tomed, without  keel,  mads,  or  fails,  or  any  other  thing 
to  guide  them  but  oars.  They  were  of  various  fixes* 
The  imalldl  coukt  hardly  hold  two  or  three  people,  the 
largeft  could  carry  upwards  of  thirty.  Many  of  them 
were  made  of  one  fingle  trunk  of  a  tree.  The  number 
of  thofe  who  were  continually  traverfing  the  Mexican 
lake,  exceeded,  according  to  the  account  of  ancient  his- 
torians fifty  thoufand.  Bcfidcs  the  vcffcls,  or  flats,  they 
made  ufe  of  a  particular  machine  to  pais  rivers,  which 

was 
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ivas  called  v^a^  by  the  Spaniards  of  Americsu  This  is 
siqiure  platform,  of  aboat  five  feet,  compofed  of  otaili^ 
or-  fblid  canes,  tied  firmly  upoa  large,  Iiard,  empty 
gourds.  Four,  or  fix  pafiengers  feated  tfaemfdves  upon 
this  machine,  and  were  cofidudcd  from  one  fide  of  a  ri<- 
▼cr  to  the  other  by  two  or  four  fwimmers,  who  laid 
hold  of  one  comer  of  the  machine  with  one  of  then: 
tiands,  and  fwam  with  the  other.  This  fort  of  machine 
\%  {till  ufed  on  fome  rivers  diftant  from  the  capital,  and 
we  oorfelves  pafied  a  large  river  on  one  of  them  in 
1739.  It  is  perfWUy  fafe  where  the  current  of  the  wa- 
<xx  is  equal  andfmooth,  but  dangerous  in  rapid  and  im^ 
petuous  rivers* 

TTicir  bridges  were  built  either  of  ftonc  or  wood,  but 
tb<^  of  ftone  we  are  of  opinion  were  extremely  few  in 
nomber.  The  mod  fingular  kind  of  bridge  was  that  to 
which  the  Spaniards  gave  the  name  of  Hamaca.  This 
W&s  a  numbo*  of  the  ropes,  or  natural  ligatures  of  a  tree, 
inore  pliant  than  the  willow,  but  thicker  and  ftronger, 
tailed  in  America  Bejucos^  twifted  and  woven  together, 
the  extremities  of  which  were  tied  to  the  trees  on  each 
fide  of  rivers,  the  trcfs  or  net  formed  by  them  ro- 
maining  fufpended  in  the  air  in  the  manner  of  a 
fwing  (a).  There  are  fome  rivers  with  fuch  bridges 
ftilL  The  Spaniards  duril  not  pafs  them,  but  the  In-^ 
dians  pafs  them  with  as  much  confidence  and  intrepid- 
ity as  if  they  were  crofiing  by  a  ftone  bridge,  perfeftly 
rcgardlefs  of  the  undulatory  motion  of  the  hamaca,  or 
the  depth  of  the  riven  But  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  that 
the  ancient  Mexicans  having  been  excellent  fwimmers, 

had 

(a)  Some  Bridges  are  fo  tight  drawn  that  they  have  no  tindtilatory  motioti| 
jod  all  of  them  haTe<their  fide  fupport  made  of  the  lame  parts  of  the  tree. 
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had  no  need  of  bridges,  unlefs  where  from  the  rapidity 
of  the  current,  or  the  weight  of  fome  burden,  they 
could  not  fwim  acrofs. 

The  Mexican  hiftorians  tell  us  nothing  of  the  mari- 
time commerce  of  the  Mexicans.  It  is  probable  that  it 
was  very  trifling,  and  that  their  veflels,  which  were  fecn 
coafting  on  both  feas,  were  chiefly  thofe  of  filhermen. 
Their  greatcft  traflick  by  water  was  carried  on  in  the 
lake  of  Mexico.  All  the  ftone  and  wood  for  building, 
and  for  fire,  the  fifli,  the  greater  part  of  the  maize,  the 
pulfc,  fruit,  flowers,  &c.  was  brought  by  water.  The 
commerce  of  the  capital  with  Tezcuco,  Xochimilco, 
Cbaico,  Cuitlahuac,  and  other  cities  fituated  upon  the 
lake,  was  carried  on  by  water,  and  occafioned  that  won- 
derful number  of  vefTcls  to  be  employed  which  we  have 
already  mentioned. 

Whatever  was  not  tranfported  by  water  was  carried 
upon  men's  backs,  and  on  that  account  there  were 
numbers  of  men  who  carried  burdens,  called  Tlamama 
or  Tlamcme.  They  were  brought  up  from  childhood  to 
this  buiinefs,  which  they  continued  all  their  lives.  A  re- 
gular load  was  about  fixty  pounds,  and  the  length  of 
way  they  daily  walked  was  fifteen  miles }  but  they  made 
alfo  journies  of  two  hundred  and  three  hundred  miles, 
travelling  frequently  over  rocky  and  fteep  mountains. 
They  were  fubjefted  to  this  intolerable  fatigue  from  the 
want  of  beads  of  burden ;  and  even  at  prefent,  although 
thofe  countries  abound  in  animals  of  this  fort,  the  Mex- 
icans are  ftill  often  feen  making  long  journeys  with  bur- 
dens upon  their  backs.  They  carried  cotton,  maize, 
and  other  things  in  peilacaUi^  which  were  baikets  made 
of  a  particular  kind  of  cane,  and  covered  with  leather, 
which  were  light  and  defended  their  goods  fufliciently 

from 
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hom  the  rain  or  the  fun.  Thefe  ba£kecs  are  flill  a  good 
deal  ufed  for  journeys  by  the  Spaniards,  who  corrupt 
their  name  into  petacas. 

The  commerce  of  the  Mexicans  was  by  n6  means  em- 
barrafled,  cither  by  the  multitude  or  variety  of  lan- 
guages which  were  fpoken  in  thofe  countries;  for  the 
Mexican  tongue  which  was  the  moft  prevailing,  was  un- 
dcrftood  and  fpoken  every  where.  It  was  the  proper 
and  natural  language  of  the  Acolhuas  and  the  Aztecas 
(b)^  and  as  we  have  obfcrved  elfewhcre,  likewife  of  the 
Chechemecan  and  Toltecan  nations. 

The  Mexican  language,  of  which  we  wi(h  to  give 
our  readers  fome  idea,  is  entirely  deftitute  of  the  confo- 
nants  B,  D,  F,  G,  R,  and  S,  and  abounds  with  L,  X, 
T,  Z,  Tl,  Tz;  but  although  the  letter  L  is  fo  familiar 
to  this  langoage,  there  is  not  a  fingle  word  in  it  begin- 
ning with  that  confonant.  Nor  is  there  a  word  of  an 
acute  termination,  except  fome  vocatives.  Almoft  all 
the  words  have  the  penult  fyllable  long.  •  Its  aipirates 
are  moderate  and  foft,  and  there  never  is  occafion  to 
make  the  leaft  nafal  found  in  pronunciation. 

Notwithftanding  the  want  of  thofe  fix  confonants  it  is 
a  moft  copious  language ;  tolerably  poli(hed,  and  re- 
markably expreilive;  on  which  account  it  has  been  high- 
ly valued  and  praifed  by  all  Europeans  who  have  learn- 
ed it,  fo  as  to  be  efteemed  by  many  fuperior  to  the  La- 
tin, 

(  ^  )  Botorini  fays,  that  the  excellence  of  the  language  Tvhich  we  call  the 
MexMm^  was  the  reafon  of  its  heing  adopted  hy  the  Chechemecan,  the  Mexi- 
can, and  Teochechemecan  nations,  and  of  their  relinqniihing  their  natiTO 
tongue ;  hut  befides  this  opinion  being  different  from  that  of  all  other  writers, 
and  of  the  Indians  themfelves,  there  are  no  traces  in  hiftory  of  the  event  of  fuch 
a  change.  Where  has  there  ever  been  a  nation  knowb  to  abandon  its  native 
idiom  to  adopt  a  better,  and  particularly  a  nation  fo  tenacious  as  the  Mexicans, 
and  all  the  other  nations  of  thofe  countries  of  their  particolar  language  f 
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tin^  andevea  to  die  Greek  (c) ;  but  tldioogh  we  kiiovr 
the  pirticaltr  excellencies  of  the  Mexican  famguage,  wc 
can  never  dare  to  compare  it  with  the  b&. 

Of  the  oopioufDeft  of  this  language  \re  have  an  exceed- 
iag  good  daiion(hati(m  in  the  Natural  Hifiory  of  Her- 
»iiandez  ;  for  in  defcribing  twelve  hundred  plwts  of  the 
country  of  Anahuac,  two  hundred  and  more  fpecies  of 
birds,  and  a  large  number  of  quadrupeds,  reptiles,  m- 
ieAs,  and  minerals,  he  hardly  found  a  iingle  animal^ 
herb,  or  fubftance,  without  its  diftind  and  proper  ap- 
pellation. But  it  is  not  the  lead  furprifing,  that  it 
abounds  in  words  which  fignify  material  objeds,  when 
there  are  hardly  any  wanting  of  thofe  whidi  are  nece£- 
iary  to  exprefs  fpiritual  ideas.  The  higheft  myfteries  of 
our  religion  can  be  well  exprefled  in  Mexican,  without 
any  aecelfity  of  introducmg  foreign  terms.  Ao^a  wod«- 
ders,  that  the  Mexicans  who  had  an  idea  of  a  fupremc 
Being,  creator  of  heaven  and  eanh,  had  not  alfo  in  their 
language  a  word  to  exprefs  it  equivalent  to  Dm  of  the 
Spaniards,  Deus  of  the  Romans,  Tbeos  of  the  Gredsms^ 
El  of  the  Hebrews,  and  jiia  of  the  Arabs :  on  whidi 
account  their  preachers  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  the 
Spanifh  term  Dios.  But  if  this  author  had  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  Mexican  language,  he  would  have 
known  that  the  feoti  of  the  Mexicans  fignifies  the  fame 
thing  as  the  *Theos  of  the  Greeks,  and  that  there  was  no 
other  reafon  for  introducing  the  Spaniflx  word  Di^,  but 
the  exceflive  fcruples  of  the  firft  mii&onaries,  who,  as 
they  burned  the  hiftorical  paintings  of  the  Mexicans,  be- 
caufc  they  fufpeftcd  them  to  be  fall  of  fuperftitious  mean- 
ings (of  which  alfo  Acoftahimfelf  juftly  complains),  like- 

•  wife 
# 

(t)  Among  the  admiren  of  the  MekScan  langmge  there  hat«  been  fiMiie 
Frenchmen  and  Flemiogt^  and  many  Ocrmanii  Italians,  and  Spaniards. 
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vtfe  rqeded  tbe  Mexican  word  7eofly  becanfe  it  had  been 
ufed  to  exprcis  the  falfe  gods  whom  they  worfhipped. 
Bot  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  imitated  the  ex« 
ample  of  St.  Paul,  who^  when  he  found  that  in  Greece 
the  name  Tbeos  was  ufed  to  fignify  certain  falfe  deities, 
more  abonmaUe  iUll  than  thofe  of  the  Mexicans,  did 
not  compel  the  Greeks  to  adopt  the  El^  or  Adonm^  of 
the  Hebrews,  but  retained  the  ufe  of  the  Greek  term, 
making  it  be  underftood  from  that  time>  to  fignify  a  fu- 
prcme,  eternal,  and  infinite^  perfed  Being.  However, 
many  dtfeeraing  men  who  have  written  in  the  Mexican 
famgnkge,  have  not  ferupled  to  make  nfe  of  the  name 
leatly  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  all  make  ufe  of  the 
fyabicnaaniy  of  the  Tioque  Naiuaquey  and  other  name^ 
figoificative  (^  the  fupreme  being,  which  the  Mexieans^ 
applied  to  their  inviiible  God.  In  one  of  our  Differta- 
lions  we  {hall  give  a  lift  of  the  authors  who  have  written 
in  the  Mencan  language  on  the  Chriftian  religion  and 
morality,  and  alfo  a  lift  of  terms,  fignifying  metaphyseal 
and  moral  ideas,  in  order  to  expc^e  the  ignorance  and 
wcaknefs  of  an  author  (^d)  who  has  had  abfurdity  enough 
to  pnUifli  that  the  Mexicans  had  no  words  to  count 
above  the  number  three,  or  to  exprefs  any  metaphyiicat 
or  moral  ideas,  and  that  on  account  of  its  harihnefs  no 
Spaniard  bad  ever  learned  to  pronounce  it.  We  could 
here  give  the  numeral  words  of  this  language,  by  which 
the  Mexk:ans  could  count  up  to  forty-eight  millions  at 
leaft,  and  could  ftiew  how  common  this  language  was 
among  the  Spaniards,  and  how  well  thofe  who  have 
written  in  it  have  underftood  it. 

The 

(J)  The  author  of  the  work  entitled,  Recherchct  Bhilofephiqnet  fur  let 
Americaiot. 
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The  Mexican  language,  like  the  Hebrew  and  Frcndi, 
wants  the  fuperiative  term,  and  like  the  Hebrew,  and 
mod  of  the  living  languages  of  Europe,  the  compara- 
tive term,  which  are  fuppiied  by  certain  particles  equi* 
yalent  to  thofe  which  are  ufed  in  other  fuch  languages. 
It  abounds  more  than  the  Tufcan  in  diminutives  and 
augmentatives,  and  more  than  the  Englifli  or  any  other 
language  we  know  in  verbal  and  abftradk  terms ;  for 
there  is  hardly  a  verb  from  which  there  are  not  many 
verbals  formed,  and  fcarcely  a  fubftantive  or  adjedive 
from  which  there  are  not  fome  ab(ba6bs  formed.  It  is 
not  lefs  copious  in  verbs  than  in  nouns ;  as  from  every 
fingle  verb  others  are  derived  of  different  fignifications. 
Cbihua^  is  todo^  Chicbibua^  to  do  with  diligence ^  or  often; 
Cbihuiliaj  to  do  to  another ;  Chihualtia^  to  caufe  to  be 
done;  Chibuatiuh^  to  go  to  do  ;  Chihuaco^  to  come  to  do  ; 
Chiubtiuh^  to  be  doings  &c.  We  could  fay  a  great  deal 
more  on  the  fubjeft,  if  it  was  permitted  in  the  rules  of 
hiftory. 

The  ftyle  of  addrefs  in  Mexican  varies  accordmg  to 
the  rank  of  the  perfons,  with  whom,  or  about  whom, 
converfation  is  held,  adding  to  the  nouns,  verbs,  pre* 
pofitions,  and  adverbs,  certain  particles  cxprcfBve  of  re- 
fpeft:  Tatliy  mtms  father  ;  Amota^  your  father  ;  Amo- 
tatxin^  your  worthy  father.  Tiecoy  is  to  afcend;  if  a  pcr- 
fon  commands  his  fervant  to  afcend  a  certain  place,  he 
fays  fimply  Xitleco  ;  but  if  he  aflcs  fome  refpeftable  per- 
fon  to  do  fo,  he  will  fay  Ximotlicahui ;  and  if  he  wilhes 
to  ufe  ftill  more  ceremony  and  refpeft  Maximotlicabuit- 
zino.  This  variety,  which  gives  fo  much  civilization  to 
the  language,  does  not,  however,  make  it  difficult  to  be 
fpokcn ;  bccaufe  it  is  fubjefted  to  rules  which  are  fixed 

and 
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ttii  &^  i  W  db  wc  know  any  language  that  is  molt 
.  tegnter  ami  itefiiodicd. 

tlic  Mc»cans,  Jlke  the  Greeks  and  other  nationj, 
tore  the  advantage  of  making  eompounds  of  two,  three, 
of  four  fimple  words ;  bnt  they  do  it  with  more  ceco- 
noray  than  the  Greeks  did ;  for  the  Greeks  made  nfc  of 
the  entire  words  in  compdfition,  whereas  the  Mexicans 
cdt  off  fyllablcs,  or  at  lead  fome  letters  from  them. 
72i2w/A*,  fignifies  valued  or  loved;  Mahuftziic^  honoured 
tnr  revered  f  Tefpixqui^  prieit  f  a  word  itfcif  too  com- 
pofcd  of  Teotl^  god  ;  and  the  verb  Pia^  Which  fignifies 
to  bold,  guard,  or  keep  /  TatH  is  father ,  as  we  have  al- 
ready faid.  To  unite  thofe  five  words  in  one,  they  take 
away  eight  confonants  and  four  vowels,  and  fay  for  itl. 
fiance  Notlazomabuitzteopixcatalzin,  that  is,  my  very  wor^ 
thy  father,  or  revered  priest;  prefixing  the  no,  which 
correfponds  to  the  pronoun  my,  and  adding  tzin,  which 
is  a  particle  expreffive  of  reverence.  A  word  of  this 
kind  is  extremely  common  with  the  Indians  when  they 
addrefs,  and  particularly  when  they  confefs  themfelves, 
which  although  it  is  complex,  is  not,  however,  one  of 
the  longcft ;  for  there  are  fome  compounded  of  fo  man;^ 
terms  as  to  have  fifteen  or  fixteen  fyllables. 

Such  compounds  were  made  ufc  of  in  order  to  give 
the  definition,  or  dcfcription,  of  a  thing,  whatever  it  was, 
hi  one  word.  This  may  be  difcovered  in  the  names  of 
animals  and  plants,  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Na- 
tural Hiftory  of  Hernandez,  and  in  tlie  names  of  places 
which  occur  frequently  in  this  hiftory.  Alraoft  all  the 
names  which  they  gave  to  places  of  the  Mexican  em- 
pire are  compounds,  and  fignify  the  fituation  or  pro- 
perties of  the  places,  and  that  fome  memorable  aftion 
happened  there.      Many  of  their   expreflions  are  fo 

Vol.  II.  C  c  ftrpng. 


SOS  HISTOAr  OF   MEXICO* 

ftroDg,  that  the  ideas  of  them  cannot  be  hefghtenoKly 
partkolarly  on  the  fuljeft  of  love.  In  ihort,  all  thoie 
who  have  leaned  this  langoage,  and  can  judge  of  its 
copioufiiefs,  regularity,  and  beautiful  modes  of  (peeclr^ 
are  of  opinioo,  that  fuch  a  language  cannot  have  been 
Spoken  by  a  barbarous  people. 

A  nation  poflefled  of  fo  powerful  a  language,  amid 
not  want  poets  and  orators*  Thofe  two  arts  were  muck 
cscerdfed  by  the  Mexicans,  although  they  were  very 
far  from  knowing  all  their  excellencies.  Thofe  who 
were  deflined  to  be  orators,  were  inffarudcd  from  their 
infancy  in  fpeaking  properly,  and  learned  to  repeat  by 
memory  the  mo(t  celebrated  orations  of  their  anceftors 
that  had  been  handed  down  from  father  to  fon.  Their 
eloquence  was  employed  principally  in  delivering  em- 
baiEes,  in  councils,  and  congratulatory  addrefles,  which 
they  made  to  new  kings.  Although  their  moft  cele* 
brated  fpeakers  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  ora- 
tors of  the  polifhed  nations  of  Europe,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  their  difcourfes  were  found,  judicious,  and 
elegant,  as  may  be  perceived  from  thofe  fpecimens  of 
their  eloquence  which  are  flill  extant.  Even  at  pre- 
fent,  when  they  are  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  great  humilia^ 
tion,  and  retain  not  thdr  ancient  inftitutions,  they  make 
harangues  in  their  aflemblies,  which  are  fo  full  of  good 
fenfe  and  propriety,  as  to  excite  the  admiration  of  all 
thofe  who  hear  them. 

The  number  of  their  public  fpeakers  was  exceeded 
by  that  of  their  *poets.  In  their  verfcs  they  were  atten- 
tive to  the  cadence  and  meafure.  Among  the  remains 
which  we  have  of  their  poetry,  are  fome  vcrfes  in  which 
between  words  that  are  fignificative,  inteijeAions,  or 
fyllablcs,  are  interpofed,  devoid  of  any  meaning,  and 

only 
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txif  made  ofe  of  by  what  appears  to  adjuft  the  meafure; 
Imt  this  pradice  was,  probably,  only  a  vice  of  their  bad 
poets.  The  language  of  their  poetry  was  brilliant, 
pure,  and  agreeable,  figurative,  and  embelliihed  with 
frequent  comparifons  to  the  mofl:  pleafing  objeAs  in  na« 
ture,  fuch  as  flowers,  trees,  rivers,  &c.  It  was  in  po* 
etry  chiefly  where  they  made  ufe  of  words  in  compofi- 
tion,  whidi  became  often  fo  very  long,  that  a  fingle  one 
made  a  verfe  of  the  longed  meafure. 

The  fubje£l  of  their  poetical  compofitions  was  various. 
They  compofed  hymns  in  praife  of  their  gods,  to  obtain 
from  them  thofe  favours  they  flood  in  need  of,  whidi 
were  fimg  in  the  temples  and  at  their  facred  dances. 
Some  were  hiftorical  poems,  reciting  the  events  of  the 
nation  and  the  glorious  adions  of  their  heroes,  which 
were  fung  at  profane  dances.    Some  were  odes,  con- 
taining fome  moral  or  leflbn  ufeful  in  the  conduft  of  life. 
Laftly,  fome  were  poems  on  love,  or  fome  other  pleafing 
ibbjeft,  fuch  as  the  chace,  which  were  fung  at  the  public 
rejoicings  of  the  feventh  month.    The  priefts  were  the 
diief  compofers  of  thofe  pieces,  and  taught  them  to 
young  boys,  that  they  might  fing  them  when  t;hey  were 
grown  up.    We  have  already  mentioned  the  celebrated 
compofitions  of  king  Nezahualcojotl.     The  efleem  in 
which  poetry  was  held  by  that  king,  radted  Ins  fiibje£b 
to  cultivate  that  art,  and  multiplied  the  number  of  poets 
of  his  court.    It  is  rdated  of  one  of  thofe  poets,  that 
having  been  condemned  to  die  for  fome  crime,  he  made 
a  compofition  in  prifon,  in  which  he  took  leave  of  the 
world  in  fo  tender  and  pathetic  manner,  that  the  mufi- 
dans  of  the  palace,  who  were  his  friends,  advifed  him 
to  fing  it  to  the  king  ;  the  king  heard  it,  and  was  fb 
much  afieded^  that  he  granted  the  culprit  a  pardon. 

This 
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Tim  wu  a  fiogabr  cveac  in  theiuftaiy of  AoqUumicmu 
ia  which  we  read  in  gcaoralt  cxampko  of  the  grcateil 
feverity  of  s^vemmenl;.  Wc  fhould  be  happy,  if  it 
y^ctf  m  oar  power,  to  produce  here  ibnie  ^agiorata 
vhich  we  have  feea  of  the  poetry  c^  thoTe  aadom,  t^ 
iatisfy  the  curious  amoog  our  readers  (e\ 

Dramatic,  as  well  as  lyric  poetry,  i^as  grattly  m  k- 
pate  among  the  Mexican3«  Tbdr  theatre,  oa  whkJi 
thofe  kmds  of  compofiti(His  were  reprefeotcdy  wis  a 
fquare  terras  aucoyeredg  raifed  in  the  marJket-ph€C>  or 
the  lower  area  of  fopie  tcoo^,  and  fuitat>Iy  highj  ^t 
t^  a£brs  might  be  feen  and  beard  by  alL  That  which 
ym  conftru&ed  in  the  market-place  of  Tlafeek4Q0i»  wat 
made  of  dope  and  lime,  and,  agreeably  to  what  Cartel 
affirms,  thirteen  feet  high,  and  ibkty  pace^  ia  length 
every  way* 

Cav,  BoCurini  &ys,  that  the  Mexican  comedies  were 
excelloit,  and  that  among  the  antiques  whidi  he  hadm 
his  curious  mufeum,  were  two  dramatic  ccmpcAtionson 
the  celebrated  apparitions  of  the  mother  of  God  to  th^ 
Modcan  Neophyte  Gio.  Didaco,  ia  which  a  parHcoIar 
delicacy  and  harmcmy  in  the  expreffions  was  dtfeerwhli^ 
Wc  ha^e  never  feen  any  compofitioa  of  this  nature^  a^d 
aJLthough  we  do  not  doubt  of  the  delicacies  of  the  Ian* 
giiagc  of  them»  we  cannot  re^dUy  believe  that  tbeir  co- 
ipcdies  wfre much  s^xordhig  lo  the  ndesof  d^ drama^ 
or  deferving  of  th?  c^dfiye  praiie  of  that  annalift 
The  de&riptioa  whkii  Acofta  has  kit  us  of  their  theatK 
and  rq^refentations,  in  which  be  menitons  thofe  whidi 
wore  made  at  Qholiila  at  the  gre^  ficfthml  of  the  god 

(#)  p.  Orazio  Carocci,  i  learned  Milanefe  Jefmt,  pvbliihed  fome  elegant 
▼cifeftof  the  ancitat  Mexicanf,  in  kk  admirable  grammar  of  the  Mddcaa  lair- 
gvage,  printed  in  Mexico  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  coDtmy. 
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S^jfitfokoailj,  is  mucli  mofie  wordiy  (£  credit,  and  more 
cmfiflenc  vidi  the  cfauadcr  of  tbofe  nations :  ^^  There 
^  was,''  be  bjt^  *^^  in  the  area  xaS  tbe  tcmpfe  of  this 
'^  god  a  finall  theatre,  thirty  feet  fquare,  curionfly 
^^  whitened,  which  tbejr  adorned  with  boughs,  and 
^^  &ted  up  with  tbe  utmofl:  neatnefs,  furrounding  it 
^^  widi  ardies  made  q£  flowers  and  feathers,  from  which 
^^  were  fiifpended  manj  birds,  rabbits,  ajid  other  pleai» 
^^  tng  ol^eds ;  where,  after  having  dined,  the  whole  ^ 
^  tbe  pwple  afTembled,  the  aSors  appeared,  and  eiu 
^  hihited  burlefqne  charaAers,  feigning  themfehes  deaf, 
^-^  fick  with  colds,  lame,  blind,  crippled,  and  addreffing 
^^  die  idol  for  a  return  of  health :  the  deaf  people  an* 
^  ifo^ering  at  crpfs  purpofes^  thofe  who  had  colds,  coughs 
^  ing,  and  fpitting,  and  the  lame  halting ;  all  recited 
•*  their  complaints  and  misfortunes,  which  produced  in« 
^^  finite  mirth  among  the  audience.     Others  appeared 
^  under  tbe  names  of  different  little  animals,  fome  in 
^  the  d^^utfe  c^  beetks,  fome  like  toads,  fome  like  E- 
^  zards,  and  upon  encountering  each  other,  reciprocal- 
^  \j  explained  their  en^byments,  which  was  highlj 
^  Ikdsfauftary  to  the  people,  as  they  performed  their 
^  parts  with  infinite  ingenuity •    Several  little  boys  alfo 
^  belonging  to  the  temple,  appeared  in  the  difguife  of 
^  butterflies,  and  birds  of  various  colours,  and  mount* 
^  11^  npoQ  the  trees  which  were  fixed  there  on  pur^^ 
^<  pc^ ;  die  priefb  threw  litde  balls  of  earth  at  them 
^^  with  flings,  oecafionmg  incidents  of  much  humour  and 
^*  entertainment  to  the  fpe^tors.     All  the  fpeftators 
^^  then  made  a  grand  dance  which  terminated  the  fefti- 
**  val.     This  took  place  at  their  principal  feftivals  only 
^  i/y^   The  defcription  which  Acofta  here  gives,  calls 

to 

(/)  Afiofta  Sttr.  Nat.  a  Mar.  dfltta  ladie^  lib.  %•  fap«  ^ 
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to  our  recolle^on  the  firft  fcenes  among  the  Greeks^ 
and  we  doubt  not,  that  if  the  Mexican  emjHre  had  en- 
dured a  century  or  two  longer,  their  theatre  would  have 
been  reduced  to  a  better  form,  as  the  Gredan  theatre 
improved  itfelf  but  flowly  and  by  degrees. 

The  firfl  religious  miffionaries  who  announced  the  gof- 
pel  to  thofe  nations,  obferving  their  attachment  to  mu- 
iic  and  poetry,  and  the  fuperftitious  notions  which  dia- 
rafterifed  all  their  native  compoiitions  as  pagans,  am- 
pofed  many  (oags  and  odes  in  the  Mexican  language  in 
praife  of  the  true  God.  The  laborious  Francifcan,  Ber- 
nardino Sahagun,  compofed  in  pure  and  elegant  Mexi- 
can, and  printed  at  Mexico,  three  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  hymns,  one  for  each  day  of  the  year  (^  ),  and  the 
Indians  themfelves  compofed  many  others  in  praife  of  the 
true  God. 

Boturini  makes  mention  of  the  compoiitions  of  D. 
Francifco  Placido,  governor  of  Azcapozalco,  fung  by 
him  at  the  facred  dances,  which  he,  along  with  other 
Mexican  nobles,  made  before  the  famous  image  of  the 
Virgin  of  Guadaloupe.  Thofe  zealous  Francifcans  wrote 
alfo  feveral  dramatic  pieces  in  Mexican,  relative  to  the 
myfteries  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Amongft  others  was 
celebrated  that  of  the  univerlal  judgment,  compofed  by 
the  indefatigable  miffionary  Andrea  d'  Olmos,  which  was 
reprefentcd  in  the  church  of  Tlateloko,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  firft  governor,  and  the  firft  archbiihop  of  Mexico, 
and  a  great  aflembly  of  the  Mexican  nobility  and  people. 

Their 


(g)  8ahagim*s  work  was  printed,  acoerding  to  the  beft  of  our  knowledge^  in 
154a  Dr.  Egniara  complains  in  his  BiUiotiea  MeJ^ama^  that  he  was  never 
aUe  to  find  one  copy  of  it.  We  faw  one  in  a  library  of  the  college  of  St.  RaB» 
\  Saverio  of  the  Jefoiu  of  Angelopoli* 
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Their  mufic  was  (till  more  imperfeft  than  their  poetry. 
They  had  no  ftringed  inilruments.    All  their  mufic  con- 
ned in  the  Huebuetl^  the  TepcnaztUj  horns,  fea-ihells, 
and  little  flutes  or  pipes,  whidimade  a  fhrill  found.  The 
Muebuetl^  or  Mexican  drum,  was  a  cylinder  of  wood^ 
sore  than  three  feet  high,  curioufly  carved  and  painted 
on  the  outfide,  covered  above  with  the  ikin  of  a  deer^ 
vrcM  drefled  and  (tretched,  which  they  tightened  or  flack* 
cned  occafionally,  to  make  the  found  more  fliarp  or 
deep.    They  ftruck  it  only  with  their  fingers,  but  it  re* 
quired  infinite  dexterity  m  the  ftriker.    The  Teponaztli^ 
;  i^hich  is  ufed  to  this  day  among  the  Indians,  is  alfo  cy« 
Jpfedrical  and  hollow,  but  all  of  wood,  having  no  fldn 
:^boiit  it,  nor  any  opening  but  two  flits  lengthways  in 
-•Ae  middle,  parallel  to,  and  at  a  little  diftance  from  each 
.  ijther.    It  is  founded  by  beating  the  fpace  between  thofe 
'ItlVQ  flits  with  two  little  flicks,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  are 
Mule  ufe  of  for  modem  drums,  only  that  their  points  are 
tfinrered  with  ule,  or  elaftic  gum,  to  foften  the  found. 
Tlie  fize  of  this  inftrument  is  various  ;  fome  arefo  fmall 
a$  to  be  hung  about  the  neck ;  fome  of  a  middling  fize, 
and  others  fo  large  as  to  be  upwards  of  five  feet  long. 
The  found  which  they  yield  is  melancholy,  and  that  of 
the  largeft  is  fo  loud,  that  it  may  be  heard  at  the  diftance 
of  two  or  three  miles.    To  the  accompanyment  of  thofe 
inftruments,  the  figure  of  which  we  here  prefcnt  to  our 
leaders,  the  Mexicans  fung  their  hymns  and  facred  mu- 
fic.    Their  finging  was  harfli  and  offenfive  to  European 
ears  ;  but  they  took  fo  much  pleafure  in  it  themfelves, 
that  on  feftivals,  they  continued  finging  the  whole  day. 
Hiis  was  unqueftionably  the  art  in  which  the  Mexicans 
.  we  lead  fuccefsful. 

How- 
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However  imperfeft  they  were  m  tmiAtf  their  diuices 
in  which  tbej  cxerdfed  thettfdTes  from  chilAood,  ml- 
dot  the  direftion  of  the  priefts,  were  tnoft  graccfbL  They 
were  of  Tarious  kinds^  and  were  dtlkrently  named,  dc^- 
oordmg  to  the  nature  of  the  danee^  or  the  circmn(hiii- 
ces  of  the  fcilival  on  which  they  were  made.    Tbey^ 
damced  fonetimes  in  a  circle,  and  ibraettmes  im  ranks^ 
At  fome  dances  only  men,  and  at  others,  only  womefl 
danced.    On  foch  occafions,  the  nobles  put  cm  their  moft 
pompoul  drefles,  adorned  themfelves  with  bracelets^  ear*^, 
rhigs,  and  various  pendants  c4  gold,  jewels,  and  isst 
feathers,  and  carried  in  one  hand  a  (hidd  covered  with 
Che  mod  beautiful  plumes,  or  a  fan  made  of  feathers  } 
and  in  the  other   an  jljacaxtli^  which  k  a  certaha 
litde  veffel,  which  we  fiiall  mention  hereafter,  refem« 
Ming  a  hehnet,  round  or  oval  in  ihape,  having  many 
Nttle  hdes,  and  attaining  a  number  of  little  ftones 
which  they  (hook  together,  accompanying  the  founds 
which  is  not  difagreeable,  with  their  muficai  infhmmcnts. 
The  populace  cfifguifed  themfelves,  under  various  figures 
of  animals,  in  dre&s  made  of  paper,  or  feathers,  or  fkins* 

The  little  danoe,  which  was  made  in  the  palaces  for 
the  amufement  of  the  lords,  or  hi  the  temples,  as  a  par- 
ticular aft  of  devotion,  or  in  private  houfcs,  when  they 
celebrated  nuptials,  or  made  any  other  domeftic  r^oic- 
ing,  confided  of  but  a  few  dancers,  who  formed  them- 
felves in  two  parallel  lines,  dancing  fometimcs  with  their 
feces  turned  to  the  one,  fometimes  towards  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  their  lines  ;  fometimes  ihe  perfon  of  one  line 
faced  thofe  corrcfpondcnt  to  them  in  the  otheri  each  line 
occafionally  crofling  and  intermingling  with  the  other, 
andfomctimcs  one  of  each  line  detaching  themfelves  from 
the  reft,  danced  in  the  fpacc  between  both,  while  the 
others  ftood  ftill. 

The 
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The  great  dance,  which  was  made  in  large  open 
fpaces  of  ground,  or  in  the  area  of  the  greater  temple, 
differed  from  the  other  in  the  order,  form,  and  num- 
ber of  the  dancers.  This  dance  was  fo  numerous  that 
fome  hundreds  of  people  ufed  to  join  in  it.  The  muiic 
was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  area  or  fpace;  near  to 
it  the  lords  danced,  forming  two,  three,  or  more  cir- 
,  cles,  according  to  the  number  of  them  prcfent.  At 
a  little  diftance  from  them  were  formed  other  circles 
of  dancers  of  lefs  rank;  and,  at  a  fmall  interval  from 
them,  other  circles  proportionably  larger  were  formed, 
which  were  compofed  of  youths.  All  thefe  circles  had 
for  their  centre  the  Huehuetl  and  the  TeponaztlL  The 
defign  which  we  have  given  of  the  order  and  difpofition 
of  this  dance,  reprefents  it  in  the  form  of  a  wheel,  in 
which  the  points  denote  the  dancers,  and  the  circles 
fiicw  the  figure  which  they  defcribed  in  their  dance. 
The  radii  of  the  wheel  are  as  many  in  number  as  there 
were  dancers  in  the  fmalleft  circle  neareft  to  the  mufic. 
All  the  dancers  defcribed  a  circle  in  their  dancing,  and 
no  perfon  departed  from  the  radius  or  line  to  which  he 
belonged.  Thofe  who  danced  clofe  to  the  mufic,  mov- 
cd  with  flownefs  and  gravity,  as  the  circle  which  they 
had  to  make  was  fmaller,  and  on  that  account  it  was 
the  place  of  the  lords  and  nobles  mod  advanced  in  age; 
but  thofe  who  occupied  the  ftation  mod  didant  from  the 
mufic,  moved  with  the  utmod  velocity,  that  they  might 
neither  lofe  the  direftion  of  the  line  to  which  they  be- 
longed, nor  the  meafure  in  which  the  lords  danced. 

Their  dances  were  almod  always  accompanied  with 
finging;  but  the  finging  was  like  all  the  movements  of 
the  dancers,  adjuded  by  the  beating  of  the  indruments. 
Two  perfons  fung  a  verfe,  to  which  all  the  red  an- 

VoL.  II.  D  d  fwered 
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fwered*  to  general  the  tnufic  began  with  a  grave  tone^ 
and  the  fingers  in  a  low  voice.  The  longer  the  dance 
continued,  the  more  cheerful  tone  was  founded  by  the 
mufic,  the  fingers  raifed  their  voices,  their  movements 
became  fwifter,  and  the  fubjeft  of  their  fong  more  joy- 
fnU  In  the  (pace  between  the  different  lines  of  dancers^ 
fome  buffoons  danced,  who  counterfeited  the  drefs  of 
other  nations,  or  difguifed  themfelres  like  wild  beaih 
and  other  animals,  exciting  the  mirth  of  the  people  with 
their  buffooneries*  When  one  fet  of  dancers  was  wea- 
r!ed,  another  was  introduced,  and  thus  they  continued 
the  dance  for  fix,  and  ibmetimes  eight  hours. 

This  was  the  form  of  their  ordinary  dance ;  but  they 
had  others  that  were  very  different,  in  which  they  repre- 
fented  either  fome  myftery  of  their  religion,  fome  event 
of  hiftory  or  war,  the  chace,  or  agriculture. 
.  Not  only  the  lords,  the  priefts,  and  the  youth  of  the 
colleges  danced,  but  likewife  the  kings  in  the  temple  in 
performance  of  their  devotion,  or  for  their  amufement 
in  the  palaces;  but  on  fuch  occafions  they  had  always 
a  diftinA  place  for  themfclves  in  refpeft  to  their  cha- 
rafter. 

Among  others  there  was  one  extremely  curious  dance 
which  is  ftill  kept  up  by  the  people  of  Yucatan.  They 
fixed  in  the  earth  a  tree,  or  ftrong  poft^  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  high,  from  the  top  of  which,  according  to  the  num. 
ber  of  dancers,  they  fufpended  twenty  or  more  fmall 
cords,  all  long  and  of  different  colours.  When  each 
dancer  had  taken  hold  of  the  end  of  his  cord,  they  all 
began  to  dance  to  the  found  of  mufical  inftruments,  croS- 
ing  each  other  with  great  dexterity  until  they  formed  a 
beautiful  nct^work  of  the  cords  round  the  tree,  on  whidi 
the  colours  appeared  chequered  in  admirable  order. 

Whenever 
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Whenever  the  cords,  on  account  of  the  twifting,  became 
fo  (hort,  that  the  dancers  could  hardly  keep  hold  of  them 
5eith  their  arms  raifed  up,  by  croffing  each  other  again, 
they  undid  and  unwound  them  from  the  tree.  There  i? 
likewife  praftifed  by  all  the  Indians  of  Mexico  an  ancient 
dance  commonly  called  Tocotiriy  which  is  fo  graceful,  de- 
cent, and  folemn,  that  it  has  become  one  of  the  facred 
dances  performed  on  certain  feftivals  in  our  time. 

The  amufements  of  the  Mexicans  were  not  confined 
to  the  theatre  and  dancing*  They  had  various  games, 
not  only  for  certain  fixed  feafons  and  public  occafioos, 
but  alfo  for  the  diverfion  and  relaxation  of  private  indi- 
viduals. Amongft  the  public  games,  the  race  was  one 
in  which  they  exercifed  thcmfelves  from  childhood.  In 
the  fecond  month,  and  poflibly  alfo  at  other  times,  there 
were  military  games,  among  which  the  warriors  rcpre- 
fented  to  the  people  a  pitched  battle.  All  thofc  fports 
were  moft  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  for  befides  the  innocent 
paftimc  which  they  afforded  to  the  people,  they  gave 
agility  to  their  liihbs,  and  accuftomed  them  to  the  fa- 
tigues of  war. 

The  exhibition  of  the  flyers  which  was  made  on  cer- 
tain great  feftivals,  and  particularly  in  fccular  years,  was, 
though  of  left  public  benefit,  more  celebrated  than  all 
Others.  They  fought  in  the  woods  for  an  extremely 
lofty  tree,  which,  after  ftripping  it  of  its  branches  and 
bark,  they  brought  to  the  city,  and  fixed  in  the  centre 
of  fome  large  fquare.  They  cafed  the  point  of  the  treq 
m  a  wooden  cylinder,  which,  on  account  of  fome  rcfem- 
blance  in  its  ihape,  the  Spaniards  called  a  mortar.  From 
this  cylinder  hung  four  ftrong  ropes,  which  ferved  to 
fupport  a  fquare  frame.  In  the  fpace  between  the  cy^ 
Under  and  the  frame,  they  fixed  four  other  thick  ropes, 

which 
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which  they  twHled  as  many  times  round  the  tree  as  there 
were  revolutions  to  be  made  by  the  fliers.     Thefc  ropes 
were  drawn  through  four  holes»  made  in  the  middle  of 
the  four  planks  of  which  the  frame  coniifted.     The 
four  principal  flyers  difguifed  like  eagles,  herons,  and 
other  birds,  mounte4  the  tree  with  great  agility,  by 
means  of  a  rope  which  was  laced  about  it  from  the 
ground  up  to  the  frame ;  from  the  frame  they  mounted 
one  at  a  time  fucccflTivcIy  upon  the  cylinder,  and  having 
danced  there  a  little,  they  tied  themfelves  round  with 
the  ends  of  the  ropes,  which  were  drawn  through  the 
holes  of  the  frame,  and  launching  with  a  fpring  from 
it,  began  their  flight  with  their  wings  expanded.    The 
adion  of  their  bodies  put  the  frame  and  the  cylinder  in 
motion;  the  frame  by  its  revolutions  gradually  untwifted 
the  cords  by  *  which  the  flyers  fwung;  fo  that  as  the 
ropes  lengthened,  they  made  fo  much  the  greater  cir- 
cles in  their  flight.     Whilft  thefe  four  were  flying,  a 
fifth  danced  upon  the  cylinder,  beating  a  little  drum,  or 
waving  a  flag,  without  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion  of  the 
danger  he  was  in  of  being  precipitated  from  fuch  a 
height.     The  others  wljo  were  ppon  the  frame  (there 
having  been  ten  or  twelve  perfons  generally  who  mount- 
ed) as  foon  as  they  faw  the  flyers  in  their  laft  revolu- 
tion, precipitated  themfelves  by  the  fame  ropes,  in  order 
to  reach  the  ground  at  the  fame  time  amidft  the  accla- 
'  mations  of  the  populace.  Thofe  who  precipitated  them- 
felves in  this  manner  by  the  ropes,  that  they  might  make 
a  ftill  greater  difplay  of  their  agility,  frequently  pafled 
from  one  rope  to  another,  at  that  part  where,  on  ac- 
count of  the  little  diflance  between  thcm^  it  was  pofli- 
ble  for  them  to  do  fo. 

The 


J^iJ^. 
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The  mod  eflential  point  of  this  performance  confided 
in  proportioning  fo  juftly  the  height  of  the  tree  with  the 
length  of  the  ropes,  that  the  flyers  (hould  reach  the 
ground  with  thirteen  revolutions,  to  reprefent  by  fuch 
number  their  century  of  fifty-two  years,  corapofed  in  the 
manner  we  have  already  mentioned.  This  celebrated 
diverfion  is  (till  in  ufe  in  that  kingdom;  but  no  particu- 
lar attention  is  paid  to  the  number  of  the  revolutions, 
or  the  flyers ;  as  the  frame  is  commonly  fexagonal,  or 
odagonal,  and  the  flyers  fix  or  eight  in  number.  In 
fome  places  they  put  a  rail  round  the  frame,  to  prevent 
accidents  which  were  frequent  after  the  conqueft;  as  the 
Indians  became  much  given  to  drinking,  and  ufed  to 
mount  the  tree  when  intoxicated  with  wine  or  brandy, 
and  were  unable  to  keep  their  flation  on  (t)  great  a 
hdght,  which  was  ufually  fixty  fccU 

Amongft  the  private  games  of  the  Mexicans,  the  moft 
common  and  moft  efteemed  was  one  refembling  football. 
The  place  where  they  played  at  it,  which  they  called 
7lacbcOj  was,  according  to  the  defcription  given  us  by 
Torquemada,  a  plain  fquare  fpace  of  ground,  about 
eighteen  perches  in  length,  and  proportionably  broad, 
cnclofed  within  four  walls,  which  were  thicker  below 
than  above^  and  the  fide  walls  were  built  higher  than  the 
others,  and  well  whitened  and  polifhed.  They  were 
crowned  all  round  with  battlements,  and  on  the  lower 
wall  ftood  two  idols,  which  they  placed  there  at  mid- 
night with  diflferent  fuperftitious  ceremonies,  and  before^ 
they  ever  played  in  it  the  place  was  bleflfed  by  the  priefts, 
with  other  forms  of  the  fame  nature. 

Thus  Torquemada  defcribes  it ;  but  in  four  or  more 
paintings  which  we  have  feen,  the  draught  of  this  game 
reprefents  it  fuch  as  we  have  given  it  in  our  figures, 

which 
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which  is  totally  different  from  the  dcfcription  of  Tor- 
quemada.  It  is  probable,  that  there  were  varieties  of 
the  fame  game.  The  idols  placed  upon  the  walls  were 
thofe  of  the  gods  of  game,  of  whofe  names  we  are  igno- 
rant ;  but  fufpeft  the  name  of  one  of  them  to  have  been 
Omacatly  the  God  of  Rejoicings.  The  ball  was  made  of 
ulc,  or  elaftic  gum,  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter, 
which,  although  heavier,  rebounds  more  than  thofe  made 
of  air.  They  played  in  parties,  two  againft  two,  or 
three  againft  three.  The  players  were  entirely  naked 
except  the  maxtlatl^  or  large  bandage,  about  their  middle. 
It  was  an  effential  condition  of  the  game  not  to  touch 
the  bail,  unlefs  it  was  with  the  joint  of  the  thigh,  or  the 
arm,  or  elbow,  and  whoever  touched  it  with  his  hand  or 
foot,  or  any  other  part  of  the  body,  loft  one  of  the  game* 
They  player  who  made  the  ball  reach  the  oppofite  wall, 
or  made  it  rebound  from  it,  gained  a  point.  Poor  peo- 
ple played  for  ears  of  maize,  or  if  they  had  nothing  elfe 
they  played  for  the  price  of  their  liberty ;  others  ftake4 
a  certain  number  of  dreffes  of  cotton ;  and  rich  perfons 
played  for  articles  of  gold,  precious  feathers,  andjewels. 
There  were  in  the  fpace  between  the  players  two  lai^gc 
ftones,  refembling  in  figure  our  mill-ftones,  each  of  which 
had  a  hole  in  the  middle,  a  little  larger  than  the  ball. 
Whoever  ftruck  the  ball  through  this  hole,  which  was 
extremely  uncommon,  was  not  only  viAor  in  the  game, 
but  according  to  the  eftabliftied  law,  became  the  pro- 
prictpr  of  the  dreffes  of  all  thofe  who  were  prefent, 
and  fuch  a  feat  was  celebrated  as  an  immortal  deed. 

This  game  was  in  high  eftitnation  with  the  Mexicans^ 
and  the  other  nations  of  that  kingdom,  and  much  prac- 
tifed,  as  is  to  be  concluded  from  the  furprifing  number 
of  balls  which  the  cities  of  Tocbtepec,  Otatitlan,  an4 

other 
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othar  places,  paid  in  tribute  to  the  crown  of  Mexico, 
the'namber  of  which,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  was 
not  lefs  then  fixteen  thonfand.  The  kings  themfelves 
played  and  challenged  each  other  at  this  game ;  as 
Montezama  U.  did  NezahualpiUi.  At  prefent  it  is  not 
io  ufe  among  the  nations  of  the  Mexican  empire ;  but  it 
is  ftill  kept  up  among  the  Najarites,  the  Opates,  the 
Taraumarcfe,  and  other  nations  of  the  North.  All  the 
Spaniards  who  have  feen  this  game  were  furprifcd  with 
the  uncommon  agility  of  the  players. 

The  Mexicans  tobk  great  delight  alfo  in  another  game, 
which  fomc  writers  have  called  patolli  (A).  They  de- 
fcribed  upon  a  fitic  mat  made  of  the  palm-tree,  a  fquare, 
within  which  they  drew  two  diagonal  and  two  crofs  lines. 
Inilead  of  dice  they  threw  large  beans,  marked  with 
fmall  points.  According  to  the  points  which  their  dice 
turned  up ;  they  put  down,  or  took  up,  certain  little 
ftones  from'  the  junflion  of  the  lines,  and  whoever  had 
three  little  ftones  firft  in  a  feries,  was  viftor. 

Bemal  Diaz  makes  mention  of  another  game  at  which 
king  Montezuma  ufed  to  amufe  himfelf  with  the  con- 
queror Cortes,  during  the  time  of  his  imprifonment, 
which  he  informs  us  was  called  Jotoloque.  That  king, 
be  fays,  threw  from  a  diftance  certain  little  balls  of  gold, 
at  certain  pieces  of  the  fame  metal,  which  were  placed 
as  marks,  and  whoever  made  the  firft  five  hits  won  the 
jewels  for  which  they  played. 

Among  the  Mexicans  there  were  perfons  extremely 
dexterous  at  games  with  the  hands  and  feet.  One  man 
laid  himfelf  upon  his  back  on  the  ground,  and  raifing  up 
his  ficet,  took  a  beam  upon  them,  or  a  piece  of  wood, 
whidi  was  thick,  round,  and  about  eight  feet  in  length. 

He 

(fi)  Pttolli  u  »  {^eric  term  figuifylog  erery  fort  of  game. 
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He  tofled  it  up  to  a  certain  height,  and  as  it  fell  he  re- 
ceived and  toiTed  it  up  again  with  his  feet ;  taking  it  after- 
wards between  his  feet,  he  turned  it  rapidly  round,  and 
what  is  more,  he  did  fo  with  two  men  fitting  aftride  upon 
it,  one  upon  each  extremity  of  the  beam.  This  feat  was 
performed  at  Rome  before  pope  Clement  VII.  and  many 
Roman  princes,  by  two  Mexicans  Tent  over  there  by 
Cortes  from  Mexico,  to  the  lingular  fatisfa£Uon  of  the 
fpe^tors.  The  exercifes  alfo  which,  in  fome  countries 
are  called  the  powers  of  Hercules,  were  extremely  com- 
mon amongil  them.  One  man  began  to  dance ;  another 
placed  upright  on  his  ihoulders,  accompanied  him  in  his 
movements ;  while  a  third,  (landing  upright  upon  the 
head  of  the  fecond,  danced  and  difplayed  other  inftances 
of  agility.  They  placed  alfo  a  beam  upon  the  (houlders 
of  two  dancers,  while  a  third  danced  upon  the  end  of  it. 
The  firft  Spaniards,  who  were  witneflTcs  of  thofc  and 
other  exhibitions  of  the  Mexicans,  were  fo  much  aftoniih- 
ed  at  their  agility,  that  they  fufpefted  fome  fupematural 
power  affifted  them,  forgetting  to  make  a  due  allowance 
for  the  progrefs  of  the  human  genius  when  aififted  by 
application  and  labour. 

Though  games,  dances,  and  mufic,  conduced  lefs  to 
utility  than  pleafure,  this  wsis  not  the  cafe  with  Hiftory 
and  Painting  ;  two  arts,  which  ought  not  to  be  feparated 
in  the  hiftory  of  Mexico,  as  they  had  no  other  hiftorians 
than  their  painters,  nor  any  other  writings  than  their 
paintings  to  commemorate  the  events  of  the  nation. 

The  Toltecas  were  the  firft  people  of  the  new  world 
who  employed  the  art  of  painting  for  the  ends  of  hiftory ; 
ac  leaft  we  know  of  no  other  nation  which  did  fo  before 
them.  The  fame  praftice  prevailed,  from  time  imme- 
morial, among  the  Acolbuas,  the  feven  Aztecan  tribes, 

and 
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and  among  all  the  polifhed  natiops  of  Anahuac.  The 
Chcchcmccas  and  the  Otomies  were  taught  it  by  the 
Acolhuas  and  the  Toltccas,  when  they  defcrtcd  their 
iavage  life. 

Among  the  paintings  of  the  Mexicans,  and  all  thofc 
nations,  there  were  many  which  were  mere  portraits  or 
images  of  their  gods,  their  kings,  their  heroes,  their 
animals,  and  their  plants.     With  thefe  the  royal  palaces 
of  Mexico  and  Tezcuco  both  abounded.     Others  were 
hiftorical,  c6ntaining  an  account  of  particular  events, 
fuch  as  are  the  firft  thirteen  paintings  of  the  colleAlon  of 
Mendoza,  and  that  of  the  journey  of  the  Aztecas,  whidi 
appears  in  the  work  of  the  traveller  Gemelli.     Others 
were  mythological,  containing  the  myfteries  of  their  re- 
ligion.    Of  this  kind  is  the  volume  which  is  prcferved 
in  the  great  library  of  the  order  of  Bologna.      Others 
were  codes,  in  which  were  compiled  their  laws,  then-  rites, 
their  cufloms,  their  taxes,  or  tributes ;  and  fuch  are  all 
tfaofe  of  the  above  mentioned  collection  of  Mendoza, 
from  the  fourteenth  to  the  fixty-third.     Others  were 
chronological,  agronomical,  or  aflrological,  in  which  was 
reprefeoted  their  calendar,  the  portion  of  the  ftars,  the 
changes  of  the  moon,  eclipfes,  and  prognoftications  of  the 
variations  of  the  weather.     This  kind  of  painting  was 
called  by  them    Tonalamath      Siguenza  makes  men- 
tion (/)  of  a  painting  reprefcnting  fuch  like  prognoftica- 
tions which  he  inferted  in  his  Ciclographia  Mexicana. 
Acofta  relates  **  that  in  the  province  of  Yucatan,  there 
**  were  certain  volumes,  bound  up  according  to  their 
^^  manner,  in  which  the  wife  Indians  had  marked  the 
**  diftribution  of  their  feafons,  the  knowledge  of  the  plan- 
^^  ets,  of  animals,  and  other  natural  produAions,  and  alfo 

Vol.  II.  E  e  "  their 

i^i)  Id  hit  work  cotiUed,  Libra  ^roMMJiftfypri^^^  in  Mexico. 
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**  their  antiquity ;  things  all  highly  carinas  and  mimittlf 
•*  ddmbcd  :*'  which,  as  the  fame  author  fays>  were  Ic^ 
by  the  mdifcreet  zeal  of  an  ecclefiaftic,  who,  imagining 
them  to  be  full  of  fuperftitious  meanings,  burned  them^ 
to  the  great  grief  of  the  Indians,  and  the  utmoft  regret 
of  the  curious  amongft  the  Spaniards,  Other  paiutingt 
were  topographical,  or  chorographical,  which  fcrved  not 
only  to  (hew  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  poflefEoos, 
but  likewiTe  the  fituation  of  places,  the  diredion  of  the 
coafts,  and  the  courfe  of  rivers.  Cortes  fays,  in  his  firft 
letter  to  Charles  V.  that  having  made  enquiries  to  know 
if  there  wasimy  fecure  harbour  for  veffels  in  the  Mexi- 
can gulf,  Montezuma  prefented  him  a  painting  of  the 
whole  coaft,  from  the  port  of  Cbaicbitibctman^  where  M 
prefent  Vera  Cruz  lies,  to  the  river  Coatzacuaica  Bir- 
nal  Diaz  relates,  that  Cortes  alfo,  in  a  long  and  difficult 
Toyage  which  he  made  to  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  made 
ufe  of  a  chart  which  was  prefented  to  him  by  the  lords  of 
Coatzacuaico,  in  which  all  the  places  and  rhrers  wer6 
marked  from  the  coaft  of  Coatzacuaico  to  Huejacallaiu 

The  Mexican  empire  abounded  with  all  thofe  kinds  of 
paintings ;  for  their  painters  were  innumerable,  and  there 
was  hardly  any  thing  left  unpainted.  If  thc^e  bad  been 
preferved,  there  would  have  been  nothing  wanting  to  the 
hiftory  of  Mexico ;  but  the  firft  preachers  of  the  gofpcl, 
fufpicious  that  fuperftition  was  mixed  with  ail  their  paint- 
ings, made  a  furious  deftrudion  of  them.  ^  Of  all  thofe 
which  were  to  be  found  in  Tczcuco,  where  the  chief 
fchod  of  painting  was,  they  colleded  fuch  a  mafs,  in  the 
fquare  of  the  tnarket,  it  appeared  like  a  little  mountain } 
to  this  they  fct  fire  and  buried  in  the  a(he$  the  memory 
of  many  moft  intercfting  and  curious  events.  The  lofs 
of  thofe  monuments  of  antiquity  was  inexpreifibly  affllA* 

ing 
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hig  to  the  Indians,  and  regretted  fufBciently  afterwards 
hj  the  authors  of  it,  when  they  became  fenfible  gf  their 
error  ;  for  they  were  compelled  to  endeavour  to  remedy 
rile  evil,  in  the  firft  place  by  obtaining  information  from 
the  mouths  of  the  Indians ;  fecondly,  by  colleding  all  the 
paintings  which  had  efcaped  their  fury,  to  illuftrate  the 
liiftory  of  the  nation ;  but  although  they  recovered  many, 
thcfe  were  not  fufficient  j  for  from  that  time  forward, 
Ac  pdlieiibrs  of  paintings  became  fo  jealous  of  their  pre- 
fervation  and  concealment  from  the  Spaniards,  it  has 
proved  difficult,  if  not  impoffible  to  make  them  part  with 
erne  of  them. 

The  cloth  on  which  they  painted  was  made  of  the 
thread  of  the  maguei,  or  aloe,  or  the  palm  Icxotl  (k)j 
dreflcd  ikins,  or  paper.  They  made  paper  of  the  leaves 
of  a  certain  fpecies  of  aloe,  deeped  together  like  hemp, 
and  afterwards  wafhed,  ftretcfaed,  and  fmoothed.  They 
made  alfo  of  the  palm  Icxotl^  and  the  thin  barks  of  other 
trees,  when  united  and  prepared  with  a  certain  gum, 
both  lilk  and  cotton  ;  but  we  s^re  unable  to  explain  any 
particulars  of  this  manufaAure.  We  have  had  in  our 
hands  feveral  (heets  of  Mexican  paper ;  it  is  fimilar  in 
the  thicknefs  to  the  paftcboard  of  Europe,  but  fofcer, 
imoother,  and  eafy  for  writing. 

In  general  they  made  their  paper  in  very  long  fheets, 
which  they  preferved  rolled  up  like  the  ancient  mem- 
branes of  Europe,  or  folded  up  like  bed-ikrcens.  The 
volume  of  Mexican  paintings,  which  is  preferved  in  thp 
Kbrary  of  Bologna,  is  a  thick  fkin  ill  drefled,  compofed 
of  different  pieces,  painted  all  over,  and  folded  up  in 
that  manner. 

The 

(1)  The  cotrfedoth  on  which  the  famont  ioiage  of  the  Virgin  of  Goada- 
lonpe  is  painted,  it  of  the  pahn  JcMttU 
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The  beautiful  colours  which  they  employed  both  i& 
their  paintings  and  in  their  dyes,  were  obtained  frooi 
Wood,  from  leaves,  and  the  flowers  of  different  plants, 
and  various  animals.  White  they  obtained  from  the 
flone  Chimaltizatlj  which,  on  calcination,  becomes  like 
a  fine  plader,  or  from  the  TizatlalU^  another  mineral, 
which  after  being  made  into  a  pafte,  worked  like  clay, 
and  formed  into  fmall  balls,  takes  in  the  fire  a  white  co- 
lour refembling  Spanifh  white.  Black  they  got  from 
another  mineral,  which,  on  account  of  its  (linking  fmell, 
was  called  Tlalihijac^  or  from  the  foot  of  the  Ocatl^ 
which  is  a  certain  aromatic  fpecies  of  pine,  colleded  ia 
little  earthen  veiTels.  Blue  and  azure  colours  were  ob- 
tained from  the  flower  of  the  Matlalxihmtl^  and  the 
Xiuhquilipitzahuac^  which  is  indigo  (/),  although  their 
mode  of  making  them  was  very  different  from  the  way 
of  the  moderns.  They  put  the  branches  of  this  plant 
into  hot,  or  rather  lukewarm  water ;  and  after  having 
ftirred  them  about  for  a  fufficient  time  with  a  flick  or 
ladle,  they  paffed  the  water  when  impregnated  with  the 
dye  into  certain  pots  or  cups,  in  which  they  let  it  re- 
main until  the  folid  part  of  the  dye  was  depofited,  and 
then  they  poured  off  the  water.  This  lee  or  fediment 
was  dried  in  the  fun,  and  afterwards  it  was  placed  be- 
tween two  plates  near  a  fire,  until  it  grew  hard.     The 

Mexicans 

(/)  The  defcription  of  the  indigo  plant  U  found  in  manj  anthors,  particu- 
larly in  Hernandez,  lib.  iT.  cap.  xx.  which  is  totally  different  from  that  de« 
fcribed  by  Raynal,  in  the  fixth  book  of  hit  Philofophical  and  Political  Hiftory. 
Thii  author  affirms,  that  Indigo  was  tranfpIaBted  from  the  Baft  Indies  to  Ame* 
rica,  and  that  experiments  haTing  been  made  of  it  in  fevcral  countries,  the  cul- 
ture of  it  was  eiUbliihed  in  Carolina,  Hifpaniola,  and  Mexico.  This  however 
is  one  of  the  many  miftakes  of  that  philofopher.  It  is  certain,  from  the  telB- 
mony  of  Ferdinand  Columbus,  in  cap.  bi.  of  the  life  of  his  famous  parent 
Chriftopher  Columbus,  that  one  of  the  plants,  native  to  the  ifland  of  Hi^ 
niola,  was  the  Indigo.  We  kn.ow  alfo  from  the  hiflorians  of  Mexico,  and  par- 
ticularly Hernandez,  that  the  ancient  Mexicans  made  uie  •(  indigo. 
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Mexicans  had  another  plant  of  the  fame  name,  from 
which  they  likewife  obtained  an  azure  colour,  but  of 
•an  infi^ior  quality.  Red  they  got  from  the  feeds  of 
the  Achiot  or  Ruocou^  boiled  in  water  ;  and  purple  from 
the  Nochiztlij  or  cochineal.  Yellow  from  the  Tecoza- 
huitl,  or  ochre ;  and  likewife  from  the  Xochipalli,  a 
plant,  the  leaves  of  which  rcfemble  thofe  of  the  Artc- 
mifia.  The  beautiful  flowers  of  this  plant,  boiled  in 
water  with  nitre,  fqrniflied  them  a  fine  orange  colour. 
In  the  fame  manner  as  they  made  ufe  of  nitre  to  obtain 
this  colour,  they  employed  alum  to  obtain  others.  Af- 
ter grinding  anddiflblving  the  aluminous  earth  in  water, 
which  they  called  Tlalxocotl^  they  boiled  it  in  earthen 
veflels ;  then  by  diftillation,  they  extracted  the  allum 
pure,  white,  and  tranfparent,  and  before  they  harden- 
ed it  entirely,  they  parted  it  in  pieces  to  fell  it  in  the 
market.  To  make  their  colours  hold  better  together, 
they  made  ufe  of  the  glutinous  juice  of  the  Tzauhtli  (m\ 
or  the  fine  oil  of  Chian  (»). 

The  figures  of  mountains,  rivers,  buildings,  trees,  and 
minerals^  and,  above  all,  thofe  of  men,  which  appear 
in  the  paintings  (till  extant  of  the  Ancient  Mexicans,  are 
for  the  mod  part  unproportioned  and  deformed ;  this, 
however,  we  think  is  not  co  be  afcribed  fo  much  to  their 
ignorance  of  the  proportions  of  objcAs,  or  their  want 
of  abilities,  as  to  their  hade  in  painting,  of  which  the 
Spaniih  conquerors  were  witneJBTes  :  for  as  they  folelj 

paid 

(m)  The  TmamitU  is  a  plant  Tery  common  in  that  conntrj.  Its  leares  are 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  leek,  iu  Item  is  ftraight  and  knotty,  its  flowers  tingred  with 
a  yellowiih  green,  its  root  white  and  fibrous.  To  eztrad  its  juice  they  broke 
it  and  dried  it  in  the  fun. 

(«)  Thinking  to  render  a  fenrice  to  the  Italian  pamters,  \/e  cultivated  with 
great  attention  three  plants  of  the  Chian  fprung  from  feed  fent  firom  Mexico ; 
they  took  root  fuccefsfully,  and  we  had  the  pieafurc  of  feeing  them  loaded 
with  flowers  in  September  1777  ;  but  the  firoft  of  tlut  year  coming  more  early 
Ihan  ufualy  nipped  Uiem  entirely. 
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paid  attention  to  make  a  faithful  reprcfentatioQ  of  things^ 
they  ncglcAed  making  their  images  pcrfed,  and  on  that 
account  frequently  contented  themfelves  with,  mere 
Iketcbes  or  outlines.  However,  we  have  feen  among 
the  ancient  paintings,  many  portraits  of  the  kings  of 
Mexic^,  in  which  befides  the  fingular  beauty  of  the  co* 
lours,  the  proportions  were  moft  accurately  obferved  ; 
but  we  will,  notwithflanding,  confefs,  that  the  Mexican 
painters  were  by  no  means  arrived  at  much  perfe^on  of 
defign,  or  in  mixing  fhade  and  light. 

The  Mexicans  ufed  in  painting  not  only  to  reprefent 
the  fimple  images  of  ol:je£ls,  as  fome  writers  have  report- 
ed, but  alfo  employed  hieroglyphics  and  charafters  (o). 
They  reprefented  material  things  by  their  proper  figures, 
but  in  order  to  abridge  and  fave  labour,  paper,  and  co» 
lours,  they  contented  themfelves  with  reprefenting  a  part 
of  an  objcft  which  was  fufficient  to  make  it  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  intelligent ;  and  as  we  cannot  underfland 
the  writings  of  others,  until  we  have  learnt  to  read 
them,  in  like  manner  thofe  American  authors  required 
to  have  been  &r(k  inflruded  in  the  Mexican  manner  of 
reprefenting  objefts,  in  order  to  have  been  able  to  un- 
derftand  the  paintings  which  ferved  them  in  place  of 
writings.  For  things  which  are  even  by  nature  totally 
devoid  of  figure,  or  were  difficult  of  reprefentation,  they 
fubftituted  certain  charafters  ;  but  thefe  were  not  ver- 
1>al,  or  deftined  to  form  words  like  our  letters,  but  real 
charaders  immediately  (ignificative  of  the  things,  fuch 
as  the  charaders  of  aftronomers  and  algebraifts.  That 
our  readers  may  form  fome  idea  of  them,  we  have  fub- 
joined  the  Numeral  charaders*of  the  Mexicans,  alfo 

thofe 

(•)  Snch  anthon  are  effc^allx  refuted  by  Of.  Egulan,  in  the  learned  pic« 
hoc  to  his  Bihliothecm  Mefllcaoa,  and  by  ut  in  our  Diflrrtationi. 
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ibbk  of  Thne^  ihi  Heavens,  the  Esrth^  Water^  and 

When  they  would  i-eprcfcht  any  pcrfon,  they  paint«» 
ed  a  man,  or  a  human  head,  and  over  it  a  figure  exprefi^ 
bg  the  meaning  of  his  name,  as  appears  in  the  figures 
of  the  Mexican  kings.  To  exprefs  a  city,  or  a  vilbge^ 
diey  painted  in  the  fame  manner  a  figure,  which  fignifi* 
ed  the  fame  thing  with  its  name.  To  form  their  hifto- 
riesor  annals,  they  painted  on  the  margin  of  the  cloth 
or  paper,  the  figures  of  the  years  in  fo  many  fquares^ 
smd  at  the  fide  of  each  fquare  the  event  or  events  which 
occurred  in  that  yter ;  and  if,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  years  the  hiftory  of  which  they  meant  to  relate^ 
tfaey  could  not  all  be  contained  in  one  canvafs,  they 
were  continued  in  another.  With  refpcft  to  the  order 
of  reprefenting  the  years  and  events^  it  was  at  the  liber* 
ty  of  the  hiftorian  to  begin  at  which  ever  angle  of  the 
piece  he  pleafed ;  but  at  the  fame  time  conftantly  ob- 
ferving,  that  if  the  painting  began  at  the  upper  angte 
on  the  right  hand,  he  proceeded  towards  the  left.  If  it 
began^  which  was  mod  common,  at  the  upper  angle  oa 
the  left  hand,  he  proceeded  ftraight  downwards.  If  ht 
painted  the  firft  year  at  the  lower  angle  on  the  left,  he 
continued  towards  the  right  j  but  if  he  begab  at  the 
lower  angle  on  the  right,  he  proceeded  ftraight  upwards  ^ 
fo  that  on  the  upper  part  of  his  canVafs  he  n^vcr  painted 
from  left  to  right,  nor  ever  on  the  lower  part  from  right 
to  left  ;  never  advanced  upwards  from  the  left,  ilor 

dbwn^ 

(^)  Refpedingthe  numeral  charaAen,  it  b  to  be  obferred,  the^r  painted  at 
many  poinu  as  there  were  units  unto  twenty.  This  number  has  its  proper 
chancer.  Then  they  doubled  it  for  ao  times,  that  is  400.  This  charaAei^ 
was  doubled  in  like  manner,  that  is  to  Sooo.  Thenthey  began  to  double  the  chft- 
ta^cr  of  8000.  With  thofe  three  charaders,  and  the  points,  they  ezprefled 
whatever  number  they  chofc,  at  lead  to  twenty  times  8qoo»  or  160^000.  BiDt 
it  |i  probable  this  nuivto  had  its  char^ders  alio. 
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downwards  by  the  right.  Wheo  this  method  oi  the 
Mexicans  is  underftood,  it  is  eafy  to  difcover  at  firft 
fight,  which  is  the  beginning  and  whidi  is  the  end  of 
any  hiftorical  painting. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  method  of  exprefling 
things  was  imperfe^^,  perplexed,  and  equivocal  j  but 
praife  is  due. to  the  attempt  of  thofe  people  to  perpetu- 
ate the  memory  of  events,  and  to  their  induftry  in  fup- 
plying,  though  imperfeAly,  the  want  of  letters,  which 
it  is  probable  they  would  have  invented,  in  their  pro- 
greis  to  refinement,  had  their  empire  been  of  longer  du- 
ration; at  lead  they  would  have  abridged  and  improved 
their  paintings  by  the  multiplication  of  charaders. 

Their  paintings  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  re- 
gular full  hiftory,  but  only  as  monuments  and  aids  of 
tradition.  We  cannot  exprefs  too  ftrongly  the  care 
which  parents  and  mailers  took  to  inftruft  their  children 
and  pupils  in  the  hiftory  of  the  nation.  They  made 
them  learn  fpeeches  and  difcourfes,  which  they  could 
not  exprefs  by  the  pencil ;  they  put  the  events  of  their 
amceftors  into  verfe,  and  taught  them  to  fing  them. 
This  tradition  difpelled  the  doubts,  and  undid  the  am- 
biguity which  paintings  alone  might  have  occafioned, 
and  by  the  afliftance  of  thofe  monuments  perpetuated 
the  memory  of  their  heroes,  and  of  virtuous  examples, 
their  mythology,  their  rites,  their  laws,  and  their  cuf- 
toms. 

Nor  did  that  people  .make  ufe  only  of  tradition,  of 
paintings,  and  fongs,  to  prcferve  the  memory  of  events, 
but  alfo  of  threads  of  different  colours,  and  differently 
knotted,  called  by  the  Peruvians  ^ipu^  and  by  the 
Mexicans  Nepohualtzitzin.  This  curious  method  of  the 
reprefentation  of  things,  however  much  ufed  in  Peru, 

does 
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dcies  not  appear  to  have  been  employed  in  the  province 
of  Anabuac,  if  not  in  the  raoft  early  ages;  for  no  traces 
of  fuch  monuments  are  now  to  be  found.  Boturini 
fays,  that  after  the  mod  diligent  fearch^  he,  with  diffi- 
culty, found  one  in  a  place  of  TIafcala,  the  threads  of 
which  were  already  wafttd  and  confumcd  by  time.  If 
thofe  who  peopled  South  America  ever  paffed  the  coun- 
try of  Anahuac,  they  poffibly  might  have  left  there  this 
art,  which  was  afterwards  abandoned  for  that  of  paint- 
ing, introduced  by  the  Toltecas,  or  fome  other  nation 
fill]  more  ancient. 

After  the  Spaniards  communicated  the  ufc  of  letters 
to  them,  fcveral  able  natives  of  Mexico,  Tezcuco,  and 
TIafcala,  wrote  their  hiftories  partly  in  Spanifli  and  part* 
ly  in  an  elegant  Mexican  ftyle,  which  hiftories  are  ftill 
preferred  in  fome  libraries  of  Mexico,  as  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned. 

The  Mexicans  were  more  fuccefsful  in  fculpture,  in 
the  art  of  cafting  metals  and  mofaic  works^  than  in 
painting.  They  expreffcd  the  images  of  their  heroes, 
and  of  the  works  of  nature,  in  ftonc,  wood,  gold,  filver^ 
and  feathers,  better  thap  on  paper;  either  becaufe  tho 
greater  difficulty  of  thofe  labours  ftimulated  greater  di* 
ligenee  and  exertions,  or  becaufe  the  high  efteem  iU 
which  they  were  held  among  that  people,  excited  geilhw 
and  encouraged  induftry. 

Sculpture  Was  one  of  the  arts  exercifed  by  the  an-^ 
cicnt  Toltecas.  Until  the  time  of  the  conqucft  fevcral 
ftatues  of  ftone  were  prefervfed  which  had  been  cut  hf 
the  artifts  of  that  nation;  in  particular  the  idol  of  Tla« 
loc,  placed  upon  tht  mountain  of  the  fame  name,  which 
was  fo  much  revered  and  worfliipped  by  the  Chechc- 
mecas  and  Acolhuas,  and  the  gigantic  ftatues  eredled  in 
the  celebrated  temples  of  Teotihuacan.     The  Mexicans 

Vol.  11.  Ff  had 
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had  fculptors  among  them  vfhcn  they  left  their  native 
coontry  Aztlan,  for  we  know  that  they  had  at  that  time 
formed  the  idol  of  Huitzilopochtli,  which  they  carried 
along  with  them  in  their  long  peregrination. 

The  uftial  materials  of  their  ftatues  were  ftone  and 
wood.  They  wrought  the  ftone  without  iron,  ftecl, 
or  any  other  inftrument  than  a  chifel  made  of  flint . 
ftone.  Their  unparalleled  phlegmatic  nature  and  con- 
ftancy  in  labour,  were  both  neceffary  to  overcome  the 
difficulty,  and  endure  the  tedioufhefs  of  fuch  labours  ; 
and  they  fucceeded  in  fpite  of  the  unfitnefs  of  their  in- 
ftruments.  They  learned  to  exprefs  in  their  ftatues  all 
the  attitudes  and  poftures  of  which  the  human  body  is 
capable;  they  obferved  the  proportions  exa£bly,  and 
could,  when  neceflary,  execute  the  moft  delicate  and 
minute  ftrokes  with  the  chifel.  They  not  only  made 
entire  ftatues,  but  likewife  cut  out  in  ftone,  figures  in 
baifo  relievo,  of  which  kind  are  thofe  of  Montezuma  II. 
and  one  of  his  fons,  recorded  with  praifes  by  Acofta. 
They  alfo  made  ftatues  of  clay  and  wood,  employing  for 
thefe  a  chifel  of  copper.  The  furprifing  number  of 
their  ftatues  may  be  imagined  from  that  of  their  idols, 
which  we  mentioned  in  the  preceding  book.  In  this 
refpeft  we  have  alfo  to  lament  the  furious  zeal  of  the 
firft  biihop  of  Mexico,  and  the  firft  preachers  of  the 
go^l ;  who,  in  order  to  remove  from  the  fight  of  their 
converts  all  incentives  to  idolatry,  have  deprived  us  of 
many  valuable  monuments  of  the  fculpture  of  the  Mex- 
icans. The  fouudaticMi  of  the  firft  church,  which  was  built 
in  Mexico,  was  laid  with  idols,  and  fo  many  thoufand 
ftatues  were  then  broken  in  pieces  and  deftroyed,  that  al- 
though the  kingdom  was  moft  abounding  in  works  of  that 
kind,  at  prefent  the  moft  diligent  fearch  can  hardly  find 

any 


HISTORY    OP    MEXICO.  227 

any  of  them  remaining.  The  conduft  of  thofc  miffion- 
aries  was  no  ddubt  laudable  both  in  caufe  and  effed,  but 
they  ihould  have  diflinguiihed  between  the  innocent 
ftatues  of  thofe  people,  and  their  fuperftitious  images, 
that  fome  of  the  former  might  have  been  kept  entire  in 
fome  place  where  no  evil  confequence  would  have  attend- 
ed their  prefervation. 

The  wprks  which  they  executed  by  cafting  of  metals 
tirere  in  more  efteem  with  the  Mexicans  than  the  works 
of  fculpture,  both  on  account  of  the  greater  value  of  the 
materials,  and  the  excellence  of  the  art  itfelf.  The  mira- 
cles they  produced  of  this  kind  would  not  be  credible,  if 
beiides  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who  faw  them,  curiofities  in 
numbers  of  this  nature  had  not  been  fent  from  Mexico 
to  Europe.  The  works  of  gold  and  filver  fent  in  pre- 
fcnts  from  the  conqueror  Cortes  to  Charles  V.  filled  the 
goldfmiths  of  Europe  with  aftonifhment ;  who,  as  fe- 
vcral  authors  of  that  period  atteft,  declared  (q)  that  they 
were  altogether  inimitable.  The  Mexican  founders 
made  both  of  gold  and  filver  the  moft  perfeft  images  of 
natural  bodies.  They  made  a  fiih  in  this  manner,  which 
had  its  fcales  alternately  one  of  filver  and  the  other  of 
gold ;  a  parrot  with  a  moveable  head,  tongue,  and 
wings;  and  an  ape  with  a  moveable  head  and  feet,  hav- 
ing a  fpindte  in  its  hand  in  the  attitude  of  fpinning* 
They  fet  gems  in  gold  and  filver,  and  made  moft  curious 
jewellery  of  great  value.  In  fhort,  thefe  forts  of  works 
works  were  fo  admirably  finiihed,  that  even  the  Spaniih 
foldiers,  all  ftung  with  the  fame  wretched  thirft  for  gold, 
valued  the  workmanihip  above  the  materials.    This 

wonderful 

(f )  See  in  particnlar  what  is  laid  of  thofe  works  hy  the  hiftorian  Gomara, 
who  had  them  in  his  hands,  and  heard  what  the  goldimiths  of  Seville  faid  upon 
leeingthcm. 
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wonderful  art,  formerly  pra£Hfed  by  the  Toltecas,  the 
invention  of  which  they  aicribed  to  the  god  Quetzal- 
coati,  has  been  entirely  loft  by  the  debaiement  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  indolent  negled  of  the  Spaniards.  We 
are  doubtful  if  there  are  any  renuuns  of  thdfe  curious 
wcn^ks ;  at  leaft  we  apprehend,  it  would  be  more  eaf>t 
to  find  fome  in  the  cabinets  of  Europe  than  in  all  New 
Spain.  Covetoufnefs  to  profit  by  the  materials  muft  un- 
queftionably  have  conquered  all  defire  to  preferve  them 
as  curiofities. 

The  Me^cans  alfo  wrought  with  the  hammer,  but  iu 
an  inferior  manner,  and  not  at  all  to  be  coQipared  with 
the goldfmiths  of  Europe;  for  they  had  no  other  inftru- 
ments  to  beat  metals  than  ftones.  However  it  is  well 
known,  that  they  wrought  copper  well,  and  that  the 
Spaniards  were  much  pleafed  with  their  axes  and  pikes*. 
The  Mexican  founders  and  goldfmiths  formed  a  refped- 
able  body  of  people,  lliey  rendered  particular  wor- 
(hip  to  their  prote^ng  god  Xipe^  and  in  honour  of  him 
held  a  great  feftival  in  the  fecond  month,  at  which  hu- 
man vifiims  were  facrificed. 

Nothing,  however,  was  more  highly  valued  by  the 
Mexicans  than  their  mofaic  works,  which  were  made  of 
the  moft  delicate  and  beautiful  feathers  of  birds.  They 
raifed  for  this  purpofe  various  fpecies  of  birds  of  fine 
plumage  with  which  that  country  abounds,  not  only  in 
the  palaces  of  the  king,  where,  as  we  have  ^ready  ob- 
tbrved,  there  were  all  forts  of  animals,  but  likewife  in 
private  houfes,  and  at  certain  feafons  they  carried  off 
iheir  feathers  to  make  ufe  of  them  on  this  kind  of  work, 
or  to  fell  them  at  market.  They  fet  a  high  value  on 
the  feathers  of  thofe  wonderful  little  birds  which  they 
call  HuitTutzilin^  and  the  Sp«uiiards  Picajhresy  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  fmallnefs,  the  finenefs,  and  the  various  co- 
kyurs  of  them.  In  thefe  and  other  beautiful  birds,  na- 
ture fupptied  them  with  all  the  colours  which  art  can 
produce,  and  alfo  fome  which  art  cannot  imitate.  At  the 
undertaking  of  every  mofaic  work  feveral  artifts  at 
iembled;  after  haying  agreed  upon  a  defign,  and  taken 
their meafures  and  proportions,  each  artift  charged  himfelf 
with  the  execution  of  a  certain  part  of  the  image,  and 
exerted  himfelf  fo  diligently  in  it  with  fuch  patience  i^nd 
supplication,  that  he  frequently  fpent  a  whole  day  in 
adjufting  a  feather;  firft  trying  one,  then  another, 
viewing  it  fometimes  one  way,  then  another,  until  he 
found  one  which  gave  his  part  that  ideal  perfeAion  pro- 
pofed  to  be  attained.  When  the  part  which  each  art* 
ift  undertook  was  done,  they  aflfembled  again  to  form 
the  entire  image  from  them.  If  any  part  was  accident- 
ally the  lead  deranged,  it  was  wrought  again  until  it 
was  pcrfeftly  finiflicd.  They  laid  hold  of  the  feathers 
with  fmall  pincers,  that  they  might  not  do  them  the  leaft 
injury,  and  pafted  them  on  the  cloth  with  Tzauhtli^  or 
ibme  other  glutinous  matter ;  then  they  united  all  the 
parts  upon  a  little  table,  or  a  plate  of  copper,  and  flat- 
tened them  foftly  until  they  left  the  furfece  of  the 
image  fo  equal  and  fmooth  it  appeared  to  be  the  work 
of  a  pencil. 

Thefe  were  the  images  fo  much  celebrated  by  the 
Spaniards  and  other  European  nations.  Whoever  be- 
held them  was  at  a  lofs  whether  he  ought  to  have  praif- 
ed  mod  the  life  and  beauty  of  the  natural  colours,  or 
the  dexterity  of  the  artift,  and  the  ingenious  difpofition 
of  art.  "  Thefe  images,**  fays  Acofta,  "  are  deferved- 
**  ly  admired ;  for  it  is  wonderful  how  it  was  pofSble, 
^  with  the  feathers  of  birds,  to  execute  works  fo  fine 

"and 
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"  and  fo  equal,  that  they  appear  the  performance  of  the 
**  pencil ;  and  what  neither  the  pencil  nor  the  colours 
**  in  painting  can  effeft,  they  have,  when  viewed  from 
**  a  fide,  an  appearance  fo  beautiful,  fo  lively,  and  ani- 
"  mated,  they  give  delight  to  the  fight.     Some  Indians, 
**  who  are  able  artifts,  copy  whatever  is  painted  with  a 
**  pencil  fo  perfcSly  with  plumage,  that  they  rival  the 
**  bcft  painters  of  Spain.**  (r)  Thefe  works  of  feathers 
were  even  fo  highly  efteemed  by  the  Mexicans  as  to  be 
valued  more  than  gold.     Cortes,  Bemal  Diaz,  Gomara, 
Torquemada,  and  all  the  other  hiftorians  who  faw  them, 
were  at  a  Jofs  for  expreffions  fufficient  to  praife  their  per- 
feftion  (s).  A  little  time  ago  was  living  in  Pazcuaro,  for- 
merly the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Michuacan,  where 
this  art  chiefly  flourifhed  fince  the  conqueft,  the  lafi:  fur- 
viving  artift  of  mofaic  works,  and  with,  him  poifibly  is 
now,  or  will  be,  finiihed  this  admirable  art,  although  for 
thofe  two  lad  centuries  paft,  it  has  fallen  much  fhort  of 
its  ancient  perfedion.     Several  works  of  this  kind  are 
ftill  preferved  in  the  mnfeums  of  Europe,  and  many  in 
Mexico,  but  few  we  apprehend  belong  to  the  fixteenth 
century,  and  none  of  thofe  which  we  know  of,  were 
made  before  the  conqueft.  The  mofaic  works  alfo  whidi 
they  made  of  broken  (hells  was  extremely  curious  ;   this 
art  is  dill  praftifed  in  Guatemala. 

In  imitation  of  thofe  /kilful  artifts  there  were  others, 
who  formed  with  flowers  and  leaves  upon  mats  many 

bcau- 

(r)  Stor.Nat-  c  Mor.  lib.  iv.  c.  37. 

(«)  Gio.  Lorenzo  d'Anagnia,  a  leanied  Italian  of  the  fixteenth  cemiii7» 
treating  of  thofe  inugei  of  the  Mexicans,  obfenret :  '<  Amongft  others  I  was 
**  greatly  ailoniihed  at  a  San  Girolamo  with  a  crucifix  and  a  lion,  which  La 
**  Sig.  Diana  Lofireda  (hewed  nie,  difcorering  fo  much  beauty  from  the  Ixre- 
**  linefs  of  the  natural  colours,  fo  well  and  fo  jufily  pbced,  that  I  imagined  I 
**  could  never  fee  an  equal  to  it,  far  lefii  a  better,  among  the  ancieat  or  ercn  ib» 
M  Bio(l  eminent  modem  painters.'* 
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beautiful  works  made  ufe  of  at  fcftivals.  After  the  in- 
troduAiou  of  Chriftianity  they  made  thefe  works  for  or- 
nament ;  they  were  fought  after  moft  eagerly  by  the 
SpaniOi  nobility,  on  account  of  the  Angular  beauty  of 
the  artifice.  At  prefent  there  are  many  artifts  in  that 
kingdom,  who  employ  themfclvcs  in  counterfeiting  with 
filk  the  images  of  feathers ;  but  their  performances  are 
by  no  means  comparable  with  thofe  of  the  ancients. 

A  nation  fo  induftrious  in  thofe  arts  which  could  only 
fcrve  for  curiofily  and  luxury,  could  not  be  wanting  in 
thofe  which  were  neccflary  to  life.  Architefture,  one 
of  thofe  arts  which  the  necefSty  of  man  firft  invents,  was 
cxercifed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  of  Anahuac, 
at  Icaft  from  the  time  of  the  Toltecas.  Their  fucccffors 
the  Chechemecas,  the  Acolhuas,  and  all  the  other  na* 
tions  of  the  kingdoms  of  Acolhuacan,  of  Mexico,  and 
Michuacan,  of  the  republic  of  Tlafcala,  and  other  pro^ 
vinces,  except  the  Otomics,  built  houfcs  and  formed 
cities  from  time  immemorial.  When  the  Mexicans  ar- 
rived in  that  country,  they  found  it  full  of  large  and 
beautiful  cities.  They  who  before  they  left  their  native 
country  were  ikilled  in  architefture,  and  ufed  to  a  fociai 
life,  conftrufted  in  their  pilgrimage  many  edifices  in  thofe 
places  where  they  flopped  for  fome  years  j  fome  remains 
of  which  are  flill  exifting  as  we  have  already  mentioned 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Gila,  in  Pimeria,  and  near 
to  the  dty  of  Zacatecas.  Reduced  afterwards  to  great- 
er hardfhips  upon  the  little  iflands  of  the  Tezcucan  lake, 
they  built  humble  huts  with  reeds  and  mud,  until  by  the 
commerce  of  their  filh  they  were  able  to  purchafe  better 
materials.  In  proportion  as  their  power  and  riches  in- 
creafed,  they  enlarged  and  improved  their  habitations ; 
fo  that  when  the  conquerors  arrived,  they  found  no  lefs 

to 
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to  be  admired  with  thdr  eyes  than  to  be  deftroyed  wiA 
their  hands. 

The  hoofes  of  the  poor  were  built  of  reeds,  or  un- 
bumed  bricks,  or  (lone  and  mud,  and  the  roofii  made  of 
a  long  kind  of  hay  which  grows  thick,  and  is  commoa 
in  the  fields,  particularly  in  hot  countries,  or  of  th^ 
leaves  of  the  maguei,  or  aloe,  placed  in  the  manner  oF 
tiles,  to  which  they  bear  fome  refemblance  both  in  thick- 
aefs  and  ihape.  One  of  the  columns  or  fupports  of  thefe 
houfes  was  generally  a  tree  of  a  regular  growth,  by 
means  of  which,  befidcs  the  plcafure  they  took  in  its 
foliage  and  (hade,  theyfaved  themfelves  fome  labour  and 
expenfc.  Thefe  houfes  had  for  the  moft  part  but  one 
.chamber,  where  the  family  and  all  the  animals  belonging 
to  it,  the  fire-place,  and  furniture,  were  lodged.  If  the 
family  was  not  very  poor,  there  were  more  chambers,  an 
ajauhcaUiy  or  oratory ;  a  temazcalliy  or  bath,  and  si  little 
granary. 

The  houfes  of  lords,  and  people  of  circumftances,  were 
built  of  (tone  and  lime  ;  they  confided  of  two  floors, 
having  halls,  large  court-yards,  and  the  chambers  fitly 
difpofed ;  the  roofs  were  flat  and  terraced ;  thfe  Walls 
were  fo  well  whitened,  poliflicd,  and  (hining,  that  they 
appeared  to  the  Spaniards  when  at  a  diftance  to  hare 
been  filver.  The  pavement  or  floor  was  plafter,  pcrfcA- 
ly  level,  plain,  and  fmoothJ 

Many  of  thefe  houfes  were  crowned  with  battlements 
and  turrets ;  and  their  gardens  had  fifh-ponds,  and  the 
walks  of  them  fymmetrically  laid  out.  The  large  houfes 
of  the  capital  had  in  general  two  entrances,  the  principal 
one  to  the  (Ireet,  the  other  to  the  canal :  they  had  no 
wooden  doors  to  their  houfes,  perhaps,  becaufc  they 
thought  their  habitations  fufficiently  fecure  without  them 

from 
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firom  the  fcvcrity  of  the  laws  againft  robbers ;  but  to  pre- 
vent the  infpeAion  of  paffengers,  they  covered  the  en- 
trance with  little  reeds,  from  which  they  fufpended  aftring 
of  cocoas,  or  pieces  of  broken  kitchen  uteniils,  or  fomc 
other  thing  fit  to  awake  by  its  noife  the  attention  of  the 
family,  when  any  perfon  lifted  up  the  reeds  to  enter  the 
houfe.  No  perfon  was  permitted  to  enter  without  the 
confent  of  the  owner.  When  neceffity,  or  civility,  or 
family  connexions  did  not  juftify  the  entrance  of  any  per- 
son who  came  to  the  houfe,  he  was  liilened  to  without 
and  immediately  difmiiTcd. 

The  Mexicans  underilood  the  building  of  arches  and 
vaults  (/J,  as  appears  from  their  baths,  from  the  remains 
of  the  royal  palaces  of  Tezcuco,  and  other  buildings 
which  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  conquerors,  and  alfo  from 
feveral  paintings.  Cornices,  and  other  ornaments  of 
architecture,  were  likewife  in  ufc  among  them.  They 
took  great  delight  in  making  ornaments  of  (tone,  which 
had  the  appearances  of  fnares  about  their  doors  and 
windows,  and  in  fome  buildings  there  was  a  large  ferpent 
made  of  flone  in  the  zQ.  of  biting  his  tail,  after  having 
twifted  his  body  through  all  the  windows  of  the  houfe. 
The  walls  of  their  buildings  were  upright  and  perpen- 
dicular ;  they  muft  have  made  ufe  of  the  plummet,  or 
fome  other  inftrument  of  its  nature,  although  owing  to 
the  negligence  of  hiftorians,  we  are  ignorant  of  the  tools 
which  they  employed  in  building,  as  well  as  many  other 

Vol.  II.  G  g  things 

(/)  Torquemada  fays,  that  when  the  Spaniards  took  away  the  roof  from  an 
arch  bnih  in  the  firft  church  of  Mexico,  the  Mexicans  from  terror  dorft  not 
enter  the  church,  expe^ing  every  moment  to  fee  the  arch  faU.  But  if  they 
were  (etxed  with  any  fuch  appreheufion,  it  was  certainly  not  occaiioned  by  fee* 
ing  the  arch,  which  was  in  vSc  among  themfelves,  but  poflibly  from  feeing  thf 
fcafiblding  taken  away  quickly,  or  fome  other  dccumftance  which  excited  their 
admiration. 
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things  belonging  to  this  and  other  arts.  Some  are  6f 
opinion,  that  the  Mexican  mafons  in  building  walls,  filled 
them  up  with  earth  on  both  fides,  and  that  as  the  waH 
was  raifed,  they  raifed  likewrfe  the  heaps  of  earth  fo 
high,  that,  until  the  building  was  completed,  the  walls 
]:cmained  entirely  buried  and  unfeen  ;  on  which  account 
the  mafons  had  no  occafion  for  planks  or  fcaffolding. 
But  although  this  mode  of  building  may  appear  to  have 
been  in  praftice  among  the  Miztecas,  and  other  nations 
of  the  Mexican  empire,  we  do  not  befieve  that  the  Mexr- 
cans  ever  adopted  it,  from  the  great  expedition  with 
which  they  finilhed  their  buildings.  Their  columns  were 
cylindrical,  or  fquare ;  but  we  cannot  fay  whether  they 
had  either  bafcs  or  capitals.  They  endeavoured  at  no- 
thmg  more  anxioufly  than  to  make  them  of  one  fingle 
piece,  adorning  them  frequently  with  figures  in  baffo 
relievo.  The  foundations  of  the  large  houfcs  of  the  ca- 
pital were  laid  upon  a  floor  of  large  beams  of  cedar  fixed 
in  the  earth,  on  account  of  the  want  of  folidity  in  the 
foil,  which  example  the  Spaniards  have  imitated.  The 
roofs  of  fuch  houfes  were  made  of  cedar,  of  fir,  of  cy- 
prefs,  of  pine,  or  of  ojametl }  the  columns  were  of  com- 
mon (lone  ;  but  in  the  royal  palaces  they  were  of  marble, 
and  fome  even  of  alabaftcr,  which  many  Spaniards  mif- 
took  for  jafper.  Before  the  reign  of  Ahuitzotl,  the  walls 
of  houfes  were  built  of  common  (lone ;  but  as  they  difco- 
vered  in  the  time  of  that  king  the  quarries  of  the  (lone 
Tetzontli,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Mexican  lake,  it  was 
afterwards  preferred  as  the  raoft  fit  for  the  buildings  of 
the  capital,  it  being  hard,  light,  and  porous  Hkc  a  fpunge : 
on  which  account  lime  adheres  very  firmly  to  it.  For 
thcfc  properties  and  its  colour,  which  is  a  blood  red,  it  h 
at  prefcnt  valued  above  any  other  (lone  for  buildings. 

The 
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The  pavements  of  their  courts  and  temples  were  in  ge- 
neral of  the  ftone  of  Tenajoccan  ;  but  fome  alfo  were 
chequered  with  marble  and  other  precious  flones. 

Although  (he  Mexicans  are  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  Europeans  in  regard  to  taftc  in  architefture,  yet . 
the  Spaniards  were  fo  (truck  with  admiration  and  fur- 
prife  on  feeing  the  royal  palaces  of  Mexico,  that  Cor- 
tes, in  his  firft  letter  to  Charles  V.  unable  to  find  words 
to  describe  them,  fpcaks  thus :  "  He  had.  **  he  fays, 
fpeaking  of  Montezuma,  ''  befides  thofe  in  the  city  of 
^^  Mexico,  other  fuch  admirable  houfes  for  his  habitation, 
**  that  I  do  not  believe  I  Ihall  ever  be  able  to  exprefs 
*'  their  excellence  and  grandeur;  therefore  I  fhall  only 
*'  fay,  that  there  are  no  equals  to  them  in  Spain."  Such 
cxpreffions  are  made  ufe  of  by  Cortes  in  other  parts  of 
bis  letters ;  by  the  anonymous  conqueror  in  his  valuable 
relation,  and  by  Bernal  Diaz  in  his  mod  faithful  hiftory, 
who  were  all  three  prefent  at  the  conqueft. 

The  Mexicans  alfo  conftruftcd, ,  for  the  convenience 
of  inhabited  places,  feveral  excellent  aqucduSs.  Thofe 
of  the  capital  for  condufting  the  water  from  Chapoltepec, 
which  was  two  miles  diftant,  were  two  in  number,  made 
of  ftone  and  cement  five  feet  high,  and  two  paces  broad 
upon  a  road  raifcd  for  that  purpofe  upon  the  lake,  by 
which  the  water  was  brought  to  the  entrance  of  the  city, 
and  irom  thence  it  branched  out  through  fmaller  chan- 
nels to  fupply  feveral  fountains,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
the  royal  palaces.  Although  there  were  two  aquedufts, 
the  water  was  only  brought  by  one  at  a  time,  as  in  the  in- 
terval they  cleared  the  other  that  they  might  always  have 
the  water  pure.  At  Tezcutzinco,  formerly  a  palace  of 
pleafure  of  the  kings  of  Tezcuco,  may  ftill  be  feen  an 
aqueduft  by  which  water  was  conveyed  to  the  royal 
gardens* 

The 
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The  aborre  menriooed  road  of  Chapoltq)ec9  as  weH 
as  others  made  upon  the  lake,  and  frequently  taken  no- 
tice of  in  this  hiflory,  are  inconteftable  proofs  of  the  in* 
dnfby  of  the  Mexicans ;  but  it  is  (UU  more  manifefled 
in  the  foundation  of  their  dty  ;  for  whereas  other  ar* 
chiteAs  have  no  more  to  do  than  to  lay  a  foundation 
upon  ibiid  earth,  to  raife  an  edifice,  the  Mexicans  were 
obliged  to  make  the  foil  on  which  they  built,  uniting 
by  terraces  fevcral  little  iilands  together.  Befidcs  this 
prodigious  fatigue,  they  had  to  raife  banks  and  pallif- 
adoes  to  render  their  habitations  fecure.  But  if  in  thcfe 
works  their  induftry  is  confpicuous,  in  many  others  the 
Mexicans  (hew  their  tafte  for  magnificence.  Amongft 
the  monuments  of  ancient  architedure  which  are  extant 
in  the  Mexican  empire,  the  edifices  of  MiAlan,  in  Miz« 
teca,  are  very  cdebrated ;  there  are  many  things  about 
them  worthy  of  admiration,  particularly  a  large  hall, 
the  roof  of  which  is  fupported  by  various  cylindrical  co- 
lumns of  ftone,  eighty  feet  high,  and  about  twenty  in 
circumference,  each  of  them  confiding  of  tee  fingle 
piece. 

But  this,  or  any  other  fabric  of  Mexican  antiquity 
now  remaining,  cannot  be  compared  with  the  famous 
aqueduct  of  Chempoallan.  lliis  large  work,  worthy 
of  being  ranked  with  the  greatefl  in  Europe,  was  done 
about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century.  The  Fran- 
cifcan  miifionary  Francifco  Tembleque,  directed,  and  the 
Chcmpoallcle  executed  it  with  wonderful  perfe&ion. 
Moved  with  compailion  for  the  diftrefs  which  his  prof^ 
elytcs  fuffered  from  a  fcarcity  of  water,  as  all  that 
could  be  gathered  in  trenches  and  ditches  was  confumed 
by  the  cattle  of  the  Spaniards,  that  pious  father  under- 
took to  relieve  the  neceflities  of  his  people  at  all  events. 

The 
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The  water  was  at  a  great  diAance,  and  tlie  conntrj 
through  which  it  was  ncceflary  to  condu£l  it^  was  moun- 
Cainoas  and  rocky ;  but  every  difficulty  was  overcome 
by  his  zeal  and  a^vity^  aided  by  the  induftry  and  toil 
of  his  converts.  They  conftrufted  an  aquedud  of  ftone 
and  lime^  which,  on  account  of  the  frequent  turnings 
they  were  obliged  to  make  in  the  mountains,  was  up- 
wards of  thirty  miles  long.  The  greateft  difficulty  con- 
fifted  in  croffing  three  great  precipices  which  intercepted 
their  progrefs;  but  this  was  got  over  by  three  bridges, 
the  firft  confiding  of  forty-feven,  the  fecond  of  thirteen, 
and  the  third,  which  is  the  largeft  and  mod  wonderful 
of  all,  having  fixty-feven  arches.  The  largeft  arch, 
which  was  in  the  middle,  fituated  in  the  greateft  depth 
of  the  precipice,  is  one  hundred  and  ten  geometrical 
feet  in  height,  and  fixty-one  in  breadth,  fo  that  a  large 
veffcl  could  pafs  under  it.  The  other  fixty-iix  arches, 
fituated  on  each  fide  of  the  largeft,  diminiflied  gradually 
on  each  fide  unto  the  edge  or  top  of  the  precipice,  fo  as 
to  leave  the  ground  level  with  the  courfe  of  the  aque* 
duft.  This  large  bridge  is  3,178  geometrical  feet,  or 
upwards  of  half  a  mile  in  length.  The  work  of  it  oc- 
cupied the  fpace  of  five  years,  and  the  whole  aqueduft 
feventeen.  We  have  deemed  it  not  improper  to  infert 
the  defcription  of  this  fuperb  fabrick;  as  although  it 
\^s  the  undertaking  of  a  Spaniard,  after  the  cpnqueft, 
it  was  executed  by  the  Chempoallefe,  who  furvived  the 
downfal  of  their  empire. 

The  ignorant  Mr.  de  P.  denies  that  the  Mexicans  had 
dther  the  knowledge,  or  made  ufe  of  lime ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent fi'om  the  teftimony  of  all  the  hiftorians  of  Mexico, 
by  tribute  rolls,  and  above  all  from  the  ancient  buildings 
ftill  remaining,  that  all  thofe  nations  made  the  fame  ufe 

of 
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of  lime  as  the  Eoropeans  do.  The  vulgar  of  that  king- 
dom believe,  that  the  Mexicans  mixed  eggs  with  lime  to 
render  it  more  tenacious ;  but  this  is  an  error,  occalioned 
by  feeing  the  ancient  walls  of  a  yellowilh  caiL  It  is  ma- 
nificft  alfo,  from  the  teftimony  of  the  firft  hiftorians,  that 
burnt  tiles  or  bricks  were  iifed  by  the  Mexicans,  and 
that  they  fold  them  like  all  other  things  in  the  market- 
place* 

The  ftone-cutters,  who  cut  and  wrought  (lones  for 
building,  did  not  make  ufe  of  pickaxes,  nor  iron  chifels, 
but  only  of  certain  inflruments  of  flint-flone  ;  with  thefe 
however,  they  executed  beautiful  works  and  engravings. 
But  thofe  forts  of  labours  without  iron  do  not  raifc  fo 
much  wonder  as  the  ftones  of  ftupendous  iize  and  weight 
which  were  found  in  the  capital  and  other  places,  tran£> 
ported  from  great  diftances,  and  placed  in  high  iituations 
without  the  ai^  of  machines  which  medianifm  has  invent- 
ed. Befides  common  ftone  they  wrought  marble,  alfo 
jafper,  alabafter,  itztli,  and  other  valuable  ftones.  Of 
it2tli  they  made  beautiful  looking-glafles  fet  with  gold, 
and  thofe  extremely  fharp  razors  which  they  fixed  in  their 
fwords,  and  which  their  barbers  made  ufe  of.  They  made 
thofe  razors  with  fuch  expedition,  that  in  the  fpace  of  one 
hour  an  artificer  could  finiih  more  than  a  hundred  (u). 

The  Mexican  jewellers  not  only  had  IkiU  in  gems,  but 
likewife  undcrftood  how  to  polifii,  work  and  cut  them, 
and  formed  them  into  whatever  figures  they  chofe. 
Hiftorians  affirm^  that  thefe  works  were  done  with  a 
particular  land;  but  it  is  moft  certain,  they  could 
not  do  them  without  fome  infbument  of  flint,  or  hard 
copper,  which  is  found  in  that  country.     The  gems 

moft 

« 

(«)  HcrnaDdes,  Torqnemada  aod  Betancoort,  defoibe  the  manner  in  whkk 
thoib  artiiU  made  their  rasort  of  the  ilone  itstli« 
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mod  common  among  the  Mexicans  were  emeralds, 
amethyfts,  cornelians,  turquoifes>  and  fome  others  not 
known  in  Europe.  Emeralds  were  fo  common,  that  no 
lord  or  noble  wanted  them,  and  none  of  them  died 
without  having  one  fixed  to  his  lip,  that  it  might  ferve 
him  as  they  imagined  inftead  of  a  heart.  An  infinite 
number  of  them  were  fent  to  the  court  of  Spain  in  the 
firft  years  after  the  conqueft.  When  Cortes  returned 
the  firft  time  to  Spain,  he  brought  along  with  him, 
amongft  other  ineftimable  jewels,  five  emeralds,  which, 
as  Gomara,  who  was  then  living,  bears  teftimony,  were 
valued  at  a  hundred  thoufand  ducats,  and  for  one  of 
them  fome  Genoefe  merchants  offered  him  forty  thou- 
fand, in  order  to  fell  it  again  to  the  grand  fignior  (x)  j 
and  alfo  two  emerald  vafcs,  valued,  as  the  celebrat- 
ed P.  Mariana  (y)  fays,  at  three  hundred  thoufand 
ducats,  which  vafcs  Cortes  loft  by  the  fliipwreck  which 
he  fuffcred  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  of  Charles  V. 
againft  Algiers.  At  prefent  no  more  fuch  gems  are 
wrought,  nor  is  even  the  place  of  the  mines  known  where 
they  were  formerly  dug;  but  there  are  ftill  fome  enormous 
pieces  of  emerald  remaining,  namely  a  facred  ftone  in 
the  cathedral  church  of  Angelopoli,  and  another  in  the 

parochial 

(m)  With  regard  to  Cortes's  emeralds,  the  firft  was  made  in  form  of  a  rofc, 
the  fecond  like  a  horn,  the  third  like  a  fiih,  with  eyes  of  gold:  the  fourth  wa» 
a  little  hell,  with  a  fine  pearl  for  a  clapper,  and  npon  the  lip  this  infcriptioo  in 
Spaniih,  Bemiito  quien  U  cfiiy  that  is,  BUJfed  be,  tvbo  created  tbee.  The  fifth, 
which  was  the  moft  Talnable,  and  for  which  the  Genoefe  merchants  would 
have  given  forty  thoufand  ducats,  was  a  fmall  cup  with  a  foot  of  gold,  and 
four  little  chains  aUb  of  gold,  which  united  in  a  pearl  in  the  form  of  a  button. 
The  lip  of  the  cup  was  girt  with  a  ring  of  gold,  on  which  was  engraren  this 
Latin  fentence,  JnUr  naUs  muUerum  noti  furreseit  major.  Thefe  five  emeralds, 
wrought  by  the  Mexicans  at  the  order  of  Cortes,  were  prefentcd  by  him  to 
hu  fecond  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  Count  of  Aguilar;  jewels,  fays  Gomara^ 
who  faw  them,  better  than  any  other  woman  whatfoever  had  in  all  Spain. 

( jf)  Mariana  in  the  Summary,  or  Supplement  of  the  Hiftory  of  Spain. 
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parochial  church  of  Qucchula  Tunlefs  this  is  the  fame 
tranfported  from  thence  to  Angelopoll^,  which  the 
priefts  keep  fecured  with  chains  of  iron,  as  Betanconrt 
fays,  that  no  one  may  carry  it  off. 

The  potters  not  only  made  the  neccffary  family  utcn- 
fils  of  day,  but  alfo  other  things  of  mere  curiofity, 
which  they  embelliChed  with  various  colours ;  but  they 
did  not  underftand,  by  what  we  can  difcovcr,  the  art  of 
making  glafs.  The  moft  famous  potters  formerly  were 
the  Cholulcfe,  whofe  veffcis  were  much  prized  by  the 
Spaniards;  at  prefent  the  moft  reputed  are  the  potters 
of  Quauhtitlan. 

Their  carpenters  wrought  feveral  kinds  of  wood  with 
inftruments  made  of  copper,  of  which  there  are  ftill  fomc 
remains  of  tolerable  workmanlhip. 

ManufaAures  of  various  kinds  of  cloth  were  common 
every  where ;  it  was  one  of  thofe  arts  which  almoft  every 
perfon  learned.  They  had  no  wool,  nor  common  filk, 
nor  lint,  nor  hemp,  but  they  fupplied  the  want  of  wool 
with  cotton,  that  of  filk  with  feathers,  with  the  hair  of 
the  rabbit  and  hare,  and  that  of  lint  and  hemp  with  icxotl^ 
or  mountain-palm,  with  the  queizalichtli^  the  patij  and 
ot^er  fpecies  of  the  maguei.  Of  cotton  they  made  large 
webs,  and  as  delicate  and  fine  as  thofe  of  Holland,  which 
were  with  much  reafon  highly  efteemcd  in  Europe.  A 
few  years  after  the  conqueft,  a  facerdotal  habit  of  the 
Mexicans  was  brought  to  Rome,  which,  as  Boturini  af- 
firms, was  uncommonly  admired  on  account  of  its  finenefs 
and  beauty.  They  wove  thcfc  cloths  with  different 
figures  and  colours,  rcprefcnting  different  animals  and 
flowers.  Of  feathers,  interwoven  with  cotton,  they  made 
mantles  and  bed  curtains,  carpets,  gowns,  and  other 
things  not  lefs  foft  than  beautiful.     We  have  feen  fomc 

beautiful 
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bcautifiil  mantles  of  this  kind  which  are  preferved  ftill 
by  ibme  lords;  they  wear  thetn  Upon  extraordtnarf 
fefliTals,  as  it  thofe  of  the  coronation  of  the  Spanifli 
kings.  With  cotton  aUb  they  interwove  the  fined  hair 
bf  the  bdly  of  rabbits  and  hares,  after  having  dyed  and 
fpnn  it  into  thread ;  of  thefe  they  made  mod  beautiful 
cloths,  and  in  particular  winter  waiflcolts  for  the  lords. 
From  the  leaves  of  the  Pati  and  ^uetzalicbtU  two  fpecic* 
of  the  magud,  they  obtained  a  fine  thread,  with  whi^ 
they  mad6  cloths  equal  to  thofe  made  of  lint ;  and  from 
the  leaves  of  other  kinds  of  the  maguei,  namely,  thofe  <£ 
the  mountain-palm,  they  drew  a  coarfer  thread,  fimilar  to 
hemp.  The  method  they  uied  to  prepare  thofe  materiati 
was  the  fame  which  is  praftifed  by  the  Europeans  for  lint 
and  hemp.  They  foaked  the  leaves  in  water,  then  cleaned 
them,  put  them  in  the  fun,  and  beat  them  until  they 
were  fit  to  fpin. 

Of  the  fame  leaves  of  the  mountain-palm,  and  alfo  of 
thofe  of  the  izhuatl^  another  fpecies  of  palm>  they  madi 
estremely  fine  mats  of  diffbrent  colours.  They  made 
others  more  coarfe  of  the  ruflies  which  grew  in  abundance 
in  the  lake. 

Of  the  thread  df  the  maguei  they  made  alfo  ropes^ 
ihoes,  and  other  things. 

They  drefled  the  Ikins  of  animals  tolenibly  well,  both 
of  quadrupeds  and  birds,  leaving  upon  fome  of  them  the 
hair  or  plumage,  according  to  the  ufe  which  they  pro- 
pofed  to  make  of  them. 

Laftly,  to  convey  fome  idea  of  the  tafte  of  the  Mexicans 
in  arts,  we  have  thought  proper  to  tranfcribe  here  the 
lid  of  the  fird  things  which  Cortes  fent  from  Mexico  to 
Charles  V.  a  few  days  after  he  arrived  in  that  country  (z). 

Vol.  II.  Hh  Two 

{n  This  lift  is  taken  from  the  hiilorj  of  Gomira,  then  living  in  Spais^  kam 
things  only  on^tted  which  were  of  little  importance  to  be  mentioned. 
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TVo  wheels,  ten  hands  iii  diametery  one  of  gold  witH 
the  image  of  the  fun,  and  the  other  of  filyer  with  the 
image  of  the  moon  upon  it ;  both  formed  of  plates  of 
thofe  metalsy  with  different  figures  of  animals  and  other 
things  in  baflb  relievo,  fini(hed  with  great  ingenuity  and 
Mrt(a). 

A  gold  necklace,  compofed  of  feren  pieces^  with  a 
hundred  and  eighty-three  fmall  emeralds  fet  in  it,  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  gems  fimihr  to  fmaU 
rubies,  from  which  hung  twenty-feven  little  bells  of  gold, 
and  fome  pearls. 

Another  necklace  of  four  pieces  of  gold,*  with  one 
hundred  and  two  red' gems  like  finall  rubies,  one  hundred 
and  feventy-two  emeralds,  and  ten  fine  pearls  fet  in  it, 
with  twenty-fix  little  bells  of  gold. 

A  headpiece  of  wood  covered  with  gold,  and  adorned 
^th  gems,  from  which  hung  twenty-five  little  bells  of 
gold ;  inftead  of  a  plume  it  bad  a  green  bird  with  eyes, 
beak,  and  feet  of  gdd. 

A  bracelet  of  gold.  A  little  rod  like  a  fceptre,  with 
two  rings  of  gold  at  its  extremities,  fet  with  pearls. 

Four  tridents,  adorned  with  feathers  of  various  co^ 
kmrs,  with  peari  points  tied  with  gold  thread. 

Several  ihoes  of  the  fkin  of  the  deer,  fewed  with  gold 
thread,  the  foles  of  which  were  made  of  blue  and  white 
(lone  of  Itztii  extremely  thin  (b). 

A  fhield  of  wood  and  leather,  with  little  bells  hanging 
to  it,  and  covered  with  plates  of  gold  in  the  middle,  on 
which  was  cut  the  image  of  the  god  of  war  between 

four 

(«)  The  wheel  of  gold  wm  noqoeftiooably  the  figure  of  their  ceotiuy,  and 
thit  of  filrer  the  figure  d  their  year,  according  to  what  Gomara  fajt,  hat  he  did 
not  know  it  with  ceruintj. 

(^)  Gomara  does  not  eipreft  that  the  foles  were  mad*  of  the  ilone  Itztii,  bst 
ft  i»  to  be  aoderl^ood  from  hit  account* 
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tsfor  heads  of  a  lion,  a  tyger,  an  eagle,  and  an  ow],  re- 
prefented  alive  with  their  hair  and  feathers. 

Several  dreiTed  ikins  of  quadrupeds  and  birds  with  their 
plumage  and  hair. 

Twenty-four  curious  and  beautiful  (hields  of  gold,  of 
feathers,  and  very  fmall  pearls,  and  other  four  of  feathers 
and  filver  only. 

Four  fiflies,  two  ducks,  and  fome  other  birds  of  caft 
gold. 

Two  fea-ihells  of  gold,  and  a  large  crocodile  girt  with 
threads  of  gold. 

A  large  mirror  adorned  with  gold,  and  many  fmaJl 
mirrors.  Several  mitres  and  crowns  of  feathers  and  gold, 
ornamented  with  pearls  and  gems. 

Several  large  plumes  of  beautiful  feathers  of  various 
colours,  fretted  with  gold  and  fmall  pearls. 

Several  fans  of  gold  and  feathers  mixed  together ; 
others  of  feathers  only,  of  different  forms  and  fizes,  but 
all  moft  rich  and  elegant. 

A  variety  of  cotton  mantles,  fome  all  white,  others 
diequered  with  white  and  black,  or  red,  green,  yellow, 
and  blue ;  on  the  outiide  rough  like  a,  fhaggy  doth, 
and  within  without  colour  or  nap. 

A  number  of  under  waiftcoats,  handkerchiefs,  counter* 
panes,  tapedries,  and  carpets  of  cotton. 

All  thofe  articles  were,  according  to  Gomara,  more 
valuable  for  the  workmanfhip  than  the  materials.  The 
colours  J  he  fays,  of  the  cotton^  were  extremeljjine^  and  thofe 
rf  the  feathers  natural.  Their  works  of  cast  metal j  are  not 
to  be  comprehended  by  ourgoldfmiths.  This  prefent,  which 
was  a  part  of  that  which  Montezuma  made  to  Cortes,  a 
few  days  after  he  had  difembarked  at  Chalchiubcuecan^ 
was  fent  by  Cortes  to  Charles  V.  in  July  15 19,  and 

this 
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this  was  the  firft  gold  and  the  firft  filler  whi^  wis  fat 
from  New  tQ  Old  Spain }  a  final!  pre^ge  of  the  imapieaiip 
treafures  it  was  to  fend  in  fnture. 

Amongft  other  arts  ezerdfed  by  the  Mexicans,  that  of 
medicine  has  been  entirely  OTcrlooked  by  the  Spaniih 
hiftorians,  although  it  is  certainly  not  the  leaft  eflential 
part  of  their  hiftory.  They  have  contented  themfelves 
with  faying,  that  the  Mexican  phyficians  had  a  great 
knowledge  of  herbs,  and  that  by  means  of  thefe  thej 
performed  miraculous  cures  ;  but  do  not  mark  the  pro- 
grcfs  which  they  made  in  an  art  fo  beneficial  to  the  human 
race.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  fame  necei&ties 
which  (limulated  the  Greeks  to  make  a  colledion  of  ex* 
periments  and  obfervacions  on  the  nature  of  diicafes,  and 
the  virtue  of  limples,  would  alfo  have  in  time  led  the 
Mexicans  to  the  knowledge  of  thofe  two  mod  important 
parts  of  medicine. 

We  do  not  know  whether  they  intended  by  their 
paintings,  like  the  Greeks  by  their  writings,  to  com- 
municate their  lights  to  pofterity.  Thofe  who  followed 
the  profefBon  of  medicine  inftrufted  their  ions  in  the 
nature  and  diflSnraces  of  the  difeafes  to  which  the  human 
frame  is  fubje^l,  and  of  the  herbs  which  Providence  has 
created  for  their  remedy,  the  virtues  of  which  had  been 
experienced  by  their  anceftors.  They  taught  them  the 
art  of  difceming  the  fymptoms  and  progrefs  of  different 
diftempers,  and  to  prepare  medicines  and  apply  thenu 
We  have  ample  proofs  of  this  in  the  natural  hiftory  of 
Mexico,  written  by  Dr.  Hernandez  (c).    This  learnt 

and 

(«)  Hcnian4ex  who  yn$  phyficitn  u  Piulip  n.  hmg  U  Spain,  ap4  n^neh  f 
Downed  for  the  works  he  publiihed  concerning  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Plinj, 
was  fent  by  that  monarch  to  Mexico,  to  ihidj  the  natural  hiftory  of  that  king^ 
doau  He  employed  himfelf  there  with  other  ahle  learned  nauraliib  for  ibranl 
years,  afliftcd  by  the  Mexican  phyfidaoa.     His  work*  worthy  of , the  e&penfe 

which 
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and  laborious  writer  had  always  the  Meicicai  phyficiaos 
for  Ills  guides  in  the  ftudy  of  natural  biftory,  which,  be 
prc^ecuted  iu  that  empire*  They  commuuiQated  to  him 
the  knowledge  of  twelve  hundred  plants,  with  their  pro- 
per Meucan  names ;  more  than  two  hundred  fpecies  of 
birds ;  and  a  large  number  of  quadrupeds,  reptiles,  fiihet, 
infeds,  and  minerals.  From  this  moft  valuable,  though 
imperfeQ  biftory,  a  fyftem  of  praAical  medicine  may  be 
formed  for  that  kingdom ;  as  has  in  part  been  done  by 
Dn  Farfan,  in  his  Book  of  Cura^  by  Gregorio  Lopeat, 
tad  other  eminent  phyiicians.  And  if  fince  that  time  the 
ftody  of  natural  biftory  bad  not  been  negleAed,  nor  fuch 
a  prepofleilion  prevailed  in  favour  of  every  thing  which 
cam&  from  beyond  the  feas,  the  inhabitants  of  New  Spain 
would  have  faved  a  great  part  of  the  expenfes  they  have 
been  at  in  purchafing  the  drugs  of  Europe  and  of  Afiay 
and  reaped  greater  advantages  from  the  produdions  of 
their  own  country.  Europe  has  been  obliged  to  the 
phyfidans  of  Mexico  for  tobacco,  American  balfam,  gum 
copal,  liquid  amber,  farfaparilla,  tecamaca,  jalap,  barley, 
and  the  purgative  pine-feeds,  and  other  fimples,  which 
have  been  much  ufed  id  medicine  :  but  the  number  of 
thofe  of  which  ihe  has  been  deprived  the  benefit  by  the 
ignorance  and  negligence  of  the  Spaniards,  is  infinite. 

Among 

whkh  k  cot  of  fisty  tbooi^d  doo^ts,  confift^d  ^  |w«qty-fa«r  books  •£  biAotf, 
«nd  eleren  Tohimet  of  excellent  figures  of  plants  and  animals ;  h^  tke  kin|; 
diinking  it  too  volominooSy  gave  orders  to  his  phyiician  Nardo  Antonio  Ricchi, 
a  KempoUtan^  to  akridgt  H.  This  ahridfement  was  pabliihed  in  Spanilh  Vf 
Franciico  Ximenes,  a  Dominican,  in  16x5,  and  afterwards  in  Latin,  at  Rome,  in 
l65i,bj  the  Lmcean  academicians,  with  notes  and  learned  diflertations,  though 
rather  long  and  vnintereiUng.  The  manuicripts  of  Hemandex  were  preferred 
in  the  lihrarj  of  the  £fcurial,  from  which  Nurei^herg  extraded,  according  to  hi| 
own  confdfion,  a  great  part  of  what  he  has  written  in  his  Natural  Hiftory.  F. 
Chrade  Clement,  a  French  Jefuit,  difcourfing  of  the  manufcriptof  HemandeSy 
fiiys  thus:  **  Qiii  omnes  libri,  &  commentani,  fi  prout  affedi  funt,  ita  forent  pcfv 
**  fedi,  &  ahfolnti,  Philippus  II.  &  Frandfcus  Hemandius  hand  aaaqaan^  Alpi^ 
*  andro,  A  Ariaoteli  bac  in  parte  concederent." 
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Among  the  purgatives  employed  by  the  phyfidans  of 
Mexico,  belides  jalap,  pine-feed,  and  the  (mail  bean,  the 
Mechoacan,  fo  well  known  in  Europe  (d)j  was  extreme- 
ly common,  alfo  the  IzticpatUj  much  celebrated  by  Her- 
nandez, and  the  Amamaxtla^  vulgarly  called  the  Rbu^ 
barb  <f  the  Brothers. 

Amongft  other  emetics  the  Mexicans  made  ufe  of  the 
Metcocbitlj  and  the  Neixcotlapatli ;  and  among  diuretics 
the  AxixpatH^  and  the  Axixilacdlj  which  is  fo  highly 
praifed  by  Hernandez.  Amongft  their  antidotes  the 
famous  Contrabierba  was  defervedly  valued,  called  by 
them  on  account  of  its  figure,  CoanenepilU^  Tongue  of 
Serpent^  and  on  account  of  its  effe£^s  Coapatli^  or  remedy 
againstferpenSs.  Amongft  their  errhines  was  the  Zozo/atic^ 
a  plant  fo  efficacious,  that  it  was  fufficient  to  hold  the  root 
to  the  nofe  to  produce  fneezing.  For  intermittent  fevers 
they  generally  employed  the  Chatalbmc^  and  in  other  kind 
of  fevers  the  Cbiautzolli^  the  IztacxalHj  the  Huebuef'- 
zonticomatl^  and  above  all  the  Izticpatli.  To  prevent 
the  illnefs  which  frequently  followed  too  much  exerdfe 
at  the  game  of  the  ball,  they  ufcd  to  cat  the  bark  of  the 
ApitxalpatU  foaked  in  water.  We  fhould  never  finifhif 
we  were  to  mention  all  the  plants,  gums,  minerals,  and 
other  medicines,  both  fimple  and  compound,  which  they 
employed  againft  all  the  diftempers  which  were  known 
to  them.  Whoever  defires  to  be  more  amply  informed 
on  this  fubje^t  may  confult  the  above  mentioned  work  of 
Hernandez,   and  the  two  treatifes  publifhcd  by  Dr. 

Monardes, 

(d)  The  celebrated  root  of  Mechoacan  it  called  TMOMebt  hj  the  Tarafcat, 
and  TbdantlacuitlapiUi  by  the  Mexicans.  The  knowledge  of  it  was  commn* 
nicated  by  a  phyfician  of  the  king  of  Michnacan  to  the  firil  religious  miffioiia* 
rie«  who  went  there  to  preach  the  gofpel ;  he  cured  them  with  it  of  certain  fe- 
vers of  a  putrid  nature.  By  them  it  was  made  known  to  the  Spaniard^  and 
from  the  Spaniards  to  all  Europe* 
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Monardes,  a  Sevillian  phyficiaD,  on  the  medicinal  arti- 
cles, which  ufed  to  be  brought  from  America  to  Europe. 

The  Mexican  phyiicians  made  ufe  of  infulions,  de- 
co^HonSy  ointments,  and  oils,  and  all  thofe  things  were 
fold  at  market,  as  Ccntes  and  Bemal  Diaz,  both  eye- 
witnefles,  affirm.  The  moft  common  oils  were  thofe  of 
ulc,  or  elaftic  gum,  Tlapatl^  a  tree  fimilar  to  the  fig. 
Chilli^  or  great  pepper,  Chian,  and  Ocoil^  a  fpecies  of 
pine.  The  lad  they  obtained  by  diftillarion,  the  others 
by  deco6)ion.  That  of  Chian  was  more  ufed  by  painters 
than  phyficians. 

They  extraded  from  the  Huitziloxid,  as  we  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  thofe  two  forts  of  balfam  defcribed  by 
Pliny  and  other  ancient  naturalifts,  that  is,  the  opobalfam^ 
or  balfam  diftilled  from  the  tree,  and  the  Kyhbalfam  ob- 
tained by  decodion  of  the  branches.  From  the  bark  of 
the  Huaconexj  foaked  four  days  continually  in  water, 
they  extracted  another  liquor  equal  to  balfam.  From 
the  plant  called  by  the  Spaniards  maripenda^  (a  name 
taken  it  appears  from  the  language  of  the  Tarafcas)  they 
obtained  alfo  a  liquor  equal  to  balfam,  as  much  in  its 
odour  as  wonderful  efleds,  by  putting  the  tender  (tones 
of  the  plant,  together  with  the  fruit,  to  boil  in  water, 
until  the  water  became  is  thick  as  mud.  In  the  fame 
manner  they  obtained  many  other  valuable  oils  and  li- 
quors, namely,  that  of  liquid  amber,  and  that  of  the  fir. 

Blood-letting,  an  operation  which  their  phyficians  per- 
formed with  great  dexterity  and  fafety  with  lancets  of 
//z///,  was  extremely  common  among  the  Mexicans,  and 
other  nations  of  Anahuac.  The  country  people  ufed  to 
let  thcmfelves  blood  as  they  ftill  do  with  the  prickles  of 
the  maguei,  without  employing  another  perfon,  or  in- 
terrupting the  labour  in  which  they  were  occupied. 

They 
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Tlief  tUb  ured  tbt  quilk  of  the  Huitzilacuatzht^  ct  MtiA^ 
am  pEHtupbC)  whith  tre  thick»  and  bive  a  finall  bole  at 
their  pcinxu 

Among  the  means  which  the  Mexicans  empIoTcd  fat 
the  prefervation  of  health,  that  of  the  bath  was  ver^ 
IVequent.  They  bathed  themfehres  extremely  often^ 
eren  many  rimes  m  the  fame  day  in  the  natural  water  of 
rWert,  laka,  ditches,  and  ponds.  Experience  has  unght 
d>e  Spaniards  the  advantages  of  bathmg,  in  that  climate, 
amd  particularly  in  the  hot  countries. 

The  Mexicans,  and  other  nations  of  Anahoac,  made 
litde  left  frequent  ufe  of  the  bath  Temazcalli.  Although 
in  all  lis  circumftanees  it  is  defetving  of  particular  men- 
'  tion  in  the  hiftory  of  Mexico,  none  of  the  hiftorians  of 
that  kingdom  have  defcribed  it,  attending  more  fre- 
quently to  defcriptions  and  accoutits  of  lefs  importance, 
(o  much  that  if  fome  of  thofe  baths  had  not  been  ftill 
preferved,  the  memory  of  them  muft  have  totally  pe- 
riihed. 

The  fetMuallly  or  Mexican  vapour-bath,  is  ufually 
built  of  raw  bricks.  The  form  of  it  is  funilar  to  that  of 
ovens  for  bakhig  bread  ;  but  with  this  difference,  that 
the  pavement  of  the  Temazcalli  is  a  little  convex,  and 
lower  than  the  furface  of  the  cAh,  whereas  that  of  mod 
ovens  is  plain,  and  a  little  elevated  for  the  accommoda^- 
tion  of  the  baker.  Its  greateft  diametef  is  about  eight 
feet,  and  its  greateft  height  fix.  The  entrance,  like 
the  mouth  of  an  oven,  is  wide  enough  to  allow  a  man  to 
Creep  eafily  in.  In  the  place  oppofite  to  the  entrance 
there  is  a  furnace  of  ftone  or  raw  bricks,  with  its  mouth 
outwards  to  receive  the  fire,  and  a  hole  above  it  to  carry 
off  the  fmokc.  The  part  which  unites  the  furnace  to  the 
bath,  and  which  is  about  two  feet  and  a  half  fquare,  is 

ihut 
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itmt  with  a  dry  (lone  of  Tetzontli^  or  fome  oth.er  ftone 
porous  like  it.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  vault  there  is  an 
air  hole,  like  that  to  the  furnace.  This  is  the  ufual 
ftrudure  of  thbTemazcalli,  of  which  we  have  fubjcnned 
a  figure ;  but  there  are  others  that  are  without  vault  or 
furnace,  mere  little  fquare  chambers,  yet  well  covered 
and  defended  from  the  air. 

When  any  perfon  goes  to  bathe,  he  firfl  lays  a  mat 
(e)  within  the  Temazcalli,  a  pitcher  of  water,  and  a 
bunch  of  herbs,  or  leaves  of  maize.  He  then  caufes  a 
fire  to  be  made  in  the  furnace,  which  is  kept  burning, 
until  the  (tones  which  join  the  Temazcalli  and  furnace 
are  quite  hot.  The  perfon  who  is  to  ufe  the  bath  en- 
ters commonly  naked,  and. generally  accompanied  for 
the  fake  of  convenience,  or  on  account  of  infhmity,  by 
one  of  his  domeftics.  As  foon  as  he  enters,  he  (huts  the 
entrance  clofe,  but  leaves  the  air-hole  at  top  for  a  little 
time  open,  to  let  out  any  fmoke  which  may  have  been 
introduced  through  the  chinks  of  the  (lone ;  when  it  is 
all  out  he  likewife  (lops  up  the  air-hole.  He  then  throws 
water  upon  the  hot  (lones,  from  which  immediately  arif- 
cs  a  thick  (leam  to  the  top  of  the  Temazcalli.  While 
the  fick  perfon  lies  upon  the  mat,  the  domeftic  drives 
the  vapour  downwards,  and  gently  beats  the  (ick  perfon, 
particularly  on  the  ailing  part,  with  the  bunch  of  herbs, 
which  are  dipped  for  a  little  while  in  the  water  of  the 
pitcher,  which  has  then  become  a  little  warm.  The 
fick  perfon  falls  immediately  into  a  foft  and  copious 
fweat,  which  is  encreafed  or  diminiihed  at  pleafure,  ac- 
cording as  the  cafe  requires.  When  the  evacuation  de- 
fired  is  obtained,  the  vapour  is  let  off,  the  entrance  is 

Vol.  II.  I  i  clear- 

(t)  The  Spaniards,  wben  thqr  bathed,  made  ufe  of  a  mattreft  for  more  caft- 
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ctea^ed^  ud  dit  fick  paUm  clotlm  hiarfdf^  or  it  ttntf. 
potteA  on  the  ftiat  m  lite  chamber  ;  it  the  cotrince  to 
the  bftth  b  ifoally  widUfi  font  diaflrtier  oF  his  habits 

the  TemaxtalK  has  bees  regularly  tdcd  in  fetcral 
ffibhicrs^  particularly  itt  fcvtn  dctafioded  by  co(HirciiefiL 
The  Indian  women  ufe  it  cOtnifioikly  after  chHd-birthy 
and  alfothdfiipcHbflS  who  have  beett  ftnbg  or  wounded 
by  any  porfbnon^  animaL  It  is,  nndoubtecHy,  a  power- 
fill  remedy  Pot-  all  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  carry  off 
grois  humours,  and  certainly  it  would  be  moft  ufcFul  ia 
ftafy  where  the  rheumatinn  is  lo  iitqucnt  and  aSiAing* 
When  a  very  copious  (weat  is  defired,  the  fide  pcrfon  is 
raifed  up  and  held  in  the  vapour ;  as  he  fwcats  the  more, 
the  nearer  he  Is  to  it.  The  TemazcalK  is  h  comtnon, 
that  m  every  place  inhabited  by  the  Indians  there  art 
ftiatty  of  them. 

With  refpcft-  to  the  fbtgery  of  the  Meittcaas,  the  Spa- 
niih  conquerors  atteft  their  e)q)edition  and  futcefs  \h 
drefuUg and  curing  wounds  (^jj* 

Befidcs  the  balfam  and  maripend^,  they  employed  the 
toflk  of  the  hxonttcpatK  (jpems  tf  tbUtle)^  tobacco,  and 
other  herbs.  For  ulcers  they  ufed  the  NanabuapaBy 
the  ZucatHpatliy  and  the  bzMinpatK  ;  for  abfceJScs  and 
ifeveral  fwelllngs,  the  Thtamatl^  and  the  milk  xX  the 
Chi^afh  ;  and  for  fraftures  the  Nacazol^  or  TtJoafzin. 
After  drying  and  reducing  the  feed  of  this  plant  to 
powder,  they  mixed  it  with  a  certain  gum,  and  applied 
it  to  the  affcfted  part,  covered  the  part  with  feathers, 
and  over  it  laid  Ktrie  boards  to  fet  the  bones. 

The 

(/)  Cortes  hifflfelf  being  in  grett  danger  of  his  life  from  a  wovmd  be  re- 
tmftd  on  his  he«d  in  the  Imoiis  bank  of  Otomfan,  was  gBelt>f  r«lie^^  and 
•I  laft  pcrfcdly  cured  bj  the  Tlakalaa  an  ol  furgerj* 
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The  pbyikiaas  w^c  ip  gcncml  tbc  pcrfcns  «^ho  prc- 
{KM*e4  and  applie4  medicines;  bat  they  t^^omp^nied 
tbcir  cures  with  i<n^cral  fupcrftitious  cfr^a^piesi  witb 
invocadoa^  to  their  godsy  and  imprecations  agaipil  diA 
tonpers,  iq  order  to  render  their  a^rt  qior^  myfleripuf 
smd  eftimablc.  The  phyilciaiis  held  the  goddefs  Tt;^^ 
fgthtenan  in  veneration,  as  the  prote^refs  of  their  %xt^ 
wd  believed  her  to  have  beep  the  dHcaverer  (4  many 
wwiifinal  ixt^%  iind  amongft  others  of  the  91!  ^\fi^ 
they  cartriiftcd  bjr  diftillatjop  frofn  the  Ocoflf 

It  is  wonderful  that  the  Mexican?,  pind  <?fpfeciaUy  tfie 
poor  ^Qiong  them,  wf^re  not  f^bjeft  to  sumb^rlefs  d^^ 
eafes»  con&leriiig  the  quality  pf  their  food*  lliis  is  W 
ftrtkle  in  which  (ipgu)iir  circu^lfhinoes  attended  th^cn  $ 
for  having  been,  for  mwiy  years  after  the  fouqdation  of 
Mexico,  fiibjeiGbed  to  the  moft  i^iferable  jkjnd  of  life  upr 
0P  Che  little  iflaods  of  the  lake,  ihey  were  copftr^ned 
by  necelEty  to  feed  upon  whatever  they  co^Jd  find  19 
i^  waters.  During  that  diftftre^s  tini^,  rficy  Jearped 
tp  eat,  not  opiy  the  roots  of  the  Piarflj  plwts,  mdv 
/erpentf ,  ivhich  abounded  there,  the  4^$lQiU  Atet^z^ 
jitDpinofij  and  other  &ch  little  aninals,  inbabitanf s  of 
4he water;  but  even  antjs,  marfti  flies,  and  the  vt^rjicgff 
filtht  iaiBC  fliea^  They  £A)cd  fiM:b  quantities  of  ^{e$kh 
4caUed  by  them  Atuijatl%  th3>t  they  C9l  them,  fed  feveral 
Jumb  of  birds  with  tbreoi*  w^  cia^ried  th(^  (p  qiiricel; 
They  poiwdcd  cbc»  togptba-t  ^  «ade  Iktlc  ba)^  ^ 
iiiic»s«  which  they  rpUed  up  ip  leaves  pf  mai^e,  m^ 
2)pikd  IQ  water  wHh  ni^rie.  Some  htflorians  who  haive 
4;aAfid  tbis  food,  pronouno:  irt  not  4i(agreea|ijk«  From 
^  e;ggs«  whidh  thofe  flies  d^pofit  in  great  abwdance 
^on  die  ru(hes  in  the  lake,  they  extraAed  that  lingular 
fpecies  of  caviiure  which  they  called  Ahmubtli*    . 

Ifot 
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Not  cootented  with  feeding  open  litring  things,  they 
eat  alfo  a  certain  moddy  fubftance  that  ft>ats  upon  the 
waters  of  the  lake,  which  they  dried  in  the  fun,  and  pre- 
ferved  to  make  ufe  of  it  as  cheefe,  which  it  rcfembled  in 
flavour  and  tafte.  They  gave  this  fubftance  the  name  of 
Teadtlallj  or  excrement  of  ftones.  Accuftomed  thus  to 
thofe  vile  articles  of  food,  they  were  unable  to  abandon 
them  in  the  feafon  of  their  greateft  plenty ;  on  which 
account  the  market  was  always  feen  fiill  of  innumerable 
fpecies  of  raw,  boiled,  fried,  and  roafted  little  animals, 
which  were  fold  there  particularly  to  the  poor.  How- 
ever, as  foon  as  by  their  commerce  with  £ih  they  were 
able  to  purchafe  better  aliment,  and  to  cultivate  by  the 
exertions' of  their  induftry  the  floating  gardens  of  the 
lake,  they  entertained  themfelves  with  better  provifions, 
and  at  their  meals  there  was  nothing  wanting,  as  the 
conqueror  fays,  either  in  refpeft  to  the  plenty,  variety, 
or  nicety  of  their  diflies  (|-). 

Among  the  eatables,  the  firft  place  is  due  to  maize, 
which  they  called  Tlaolli^  a  grain  granted  by  Providence 
to  that  part  of  the  world,  inftead  of  the  com  of  Europe, 
the  rice  of  Afia»  the  millet  of  Africa,  over  all  which  it 
poflfefles  fome  advantages ;  as  befides  its  being  whole- 
fome,  relifliing,  and  more  nutririve,  it  multiplies  more, 
thrives  equally  in  difierent  climes,  does  not  requur  fo 
much  culture,  is  not  fo  delicate  as  com,  ftands  not  in 
need,  like  rice,  of  a  moift  foil,  nor  is  it  hurtful  to  the 
health  of  the  cultivator.  They  had  feveral  fpecies  of 
maize,  differing  in  fize,  colour,  and  quality  from  each 
other.  Of  maize  they  made  their  bread,  which  is  to- 
tally different  from  that  of  Europe  in  tafte  and  appear- 
ance, 

<  (f)  See  the  firft  letter  of  Cortei,  the  hiftory  ol  Benal  IMasi  and  the  rela- 
tienof  the  aoooymoiu  cooqiieror. 
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ance,  and  in  the  manner  of  making  it,  which  they  for- 
merly had,  and  ftill  continue  to  ufe.     ITiey  put  the 
grain  to  boil  in  water  with  a  little  lime ;  when  it  bei> 
comes  foft,  they  rub  it  in  their  hands  to  ftrip  off  the 
tfifcn  pound  it  in  the  Metlatl  (A),  take  out  a  little 
.^(le,  and  ftrctching  it  by  beating  it  with  both 
ey  form  the  bread,  after  which  they  give  it 
reparation  in  the  Comalli.     The  form  of  the 
round  and  flat,  about  eight  inches  in  diameter, 
^uic  line  or  more  in  thicknefs ;  but  they  make  their 
or  cakes  (till  fmaller  and  thinner,  and  for  the  no« 
tj  make  them  as  thin  as  our  thickeft  paper.     It 
l^^^fci^omaiy  alfo  to  mix  fomethtng  elfe  with  the  bread 
^malce  it  Jftill  more  wholefome  and  relifhing.     For  pcy- 
is  of  rank  and  circumdances,  they  ufed  to  make  bread- 
red  maize,  mixing  with  it  the  beautiful  flower  roo/- 
Ucoxochiil^  and  feveral  medicinal  herbs,  to  diminifh 
^  JlH  heat  to  the  ftomach*     This  is  the  fore  of  bread  which 
pUic  Mexicans,  and  all  the  other  nations  of  tbofe  extenfive 
'},%tc^iffii%j  have  ufed  umil  our  time,  preferring  it  to  the 
v^^befl  bread  of  wheat.     Their  example  has  been  imitated 
'  hjW^f  Spaniards ;  but  to  fpeak  impartially,  this  bread, 
riJthdofe^'  It  is  extremely  wholefome  and  fubftantial,  and 
^  -iSWheof'lWAi  made  of  a  good  tafle,  becomes  rather  tlif- 
*-  'igr9caj[>te  when  ftale.     The  making  of  bread,  as  well 
f&'iSt  jpreparing  and  drefling  of  every  kind  of  meat, 
ihli  always  among  thole  nations  been  the  peculiar  occu- 
l^ion  of  their  women.     They  were  the  perfons  who 
made  it  for  their  families,  and  who  fold  it  in  the  market. 

%(ides  bread,  they  made  many  other  meats  and 

dx^Bis  of  maize,  with  different  ingredients  and  prepara- 

^  tions. 

(5)  The  Spaniards  call  the  Metktl  mdaiti  the  ComaUi  ^omo/,  of  which  we 
iiatt  preieatlx  fpeak,  and  the  Atolli  at9k* 
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tions*  The atoUi  is  a  gruel  of  maizc^  after  it  hasi 
boiled,  well-ground,  dilTolved  ia  water,  and  fhainoL 
They  put  the  flrained  liquor  over  a  fire,  and  give  it  aa^ 
Other  boilii^  until  it  becomes  o£  a  certain  thickoeis^ 
The  Spaniards  think  it  iniipid  to  the  tafte,  but  they  give 
it  commonly  to  ikk  perfons,  as  a  mod  falutary  food» 
fweetening  it  with  a  little  fugar,  inftead  of  honey,  wfaicb 
is  ufed  by  the  Indians.  To  them  it  is  fo  gratcJFul  thcf; 
cannot  live  without  it.  It  was  (ormoAj  and  iUIl  is  their 
break&fty  and  with  it  they  bear  the  fatigues  of  agricul- 
ture, and  other  firrvile  offices,  in  which  they  are  cm« 
ploycd«  Hernandez  defcribes  eighteen  fpecies  of  €tol&^ 
which  differ  both  with  regard  to  the  feafoning  isgredi*' 
cots,  and  the  manner  of  preparing  thenu 

Next  to  maize,  the  vegetables  moft  in  ufe  were  tht 
cacao,  the  chia,  and  the  French  bean.  Of  the  cacao 
they  made  fevo^  common  drinks,  aod  among  odiers 
that  which  they  called  CbacolatL  They  ground  equal 
quantities  of  the  cacao  and  the  feeds  of  Pocboti^  put 
cbem  both  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  water  iiiCo 
a  little  pot,  in  whidi  they  ftirred  and  turned  them  with 
that  little  indented  inftrument  of  wood,  whidi  the  Ita>> 
lians  caWfndl^^  the  Spaniards  ffwlimJU^  and  the  EogiHk 
miUifig-Hki ;  then  they  pcMired  off  the  floating  oily  past 
IBCO  another  veffel. 

Into  the  remainder  they  put  a  handful  of  pafte  of 
boiled  maize,  and  boiled  it  for  a  certaia  time,  after 
which  they  mixed  it  with  the  oily  part,  and  look  it  whcm 
it  was  cool.  This  is  the  origia  of  the  fitmous  chocolate; 
which  the  cultivated  nations  of  Europe  haw  ufed  in 
imitation  of  them,  as  well  as  the  name  and  inftrufflcatf 
for  making  it ;  although  the  name  is  a  Uttle  corrupted^ 
and  the  drink  altered  according  to  the  language  and 
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Mfte  of  eidi.natioiu  The  Mexicans  ufed  to  put  in 
thrir  cfaocokle,  and  other  drinks  which  they  made  of 
the  cacao,  the  TlilHocbitl^  or  yaniglia,  the  flower  of  the 
XMbbwemth  (i),  and  the  fruit  of  the  MecanocbiH  (  /), 
Imd  fiNnetitnet  alfo  honey,  as  the  Europeans  put  fugar, 
both  to  render  it  palatable  and  more  wholefome. 

Of  the  feed  of  the  chia  they  made  a  moft  refrdhing 
driak,  which  is  flill  very  common  in  that  kingdom;  and 
of  this  feed  aife,  with  maize,  they  made  the  chianzot- 
feoolatdli^  ^hich  was  an  exquifite  drink  much  ufed  by 
die  ancients,  particularly  in  time  of  war.  The  feldier, 
who  carried  with  him  a  little  bag  6f  flour  of  maize  and 
chia,  thought  hioafelf  amply  provided.  When  necef- 
fary,  he  boiled  thetpiantity  he  wifhed  for,  mixing  a  &« 
de  honey  of  the  maguei  with  it;  and  by  means  of  this 
delidous  and  nouriihing  beverage  (as  Hernandez  calls 
k),  endured  the  ardour  of  the  fun  and  the  fatigues  o£ 
war. 

The  Mexicans  did  not  rat  fb  nradi  flefh  as  the  Euro- 
peans ;  neverthelefs  upon  occaiion  of  any  banquet,  and 
daily  at  the  tables  of  the  lords,  difierent  kinds  of  ani* 
nnds  were  ferved  up ;  fudi  as  deer,  rabbits,  Mexican 
botrs,  7W,  Tecbicbi^  which  they  fattened  as  the  Euro- 
peans do  hogs  and  other  animals  of  the  land,  the  water, 
tad  tiK  air,  but  the  moft  common  were  turkios  and 
quails. 

The 

(i)  Hie  dec  «f  the  X$MHaeamHi  hm  lopg,  toaight,  atrrow  leaTet,of  «  6uk 
green  coknir.  Its  flower  conlilUof  fix  petals,  wliich  are  purple  within,  green 
Without,  and  pleafingly  odorous.  Arom  the  refemblance  of  their  figure  to  an 
«ar,  they  were  called  by  this  name  among  the  Mexicans,  and  hj  the  Spaniards 
wrtjmUf  or  littU  «0r.  The  fruit  is  angnlsr,  and  of  a  bloody  colour,  and  grows 
within  ft  pod  of  fix  inches  in  length,  and  about  one  inch  thick,  h  is  pecn- 
Jnr  to  hot  countries.  The  flower  was  greatly  valued,  and  never  wanting  in 
ilMmarheu. 

(/)  Th€  Meta$c$chiil  is  a  final!  flczihle  phst,  whole ieaves arc  1»^  as4 
dkicJ^  ind  the  fimtt  reicmblct  long  pepper. 
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The  fruits  mod  ufed  by  them  were  the  mameiy  the 
tlilzapctlj  the  cocbitzapotl^  the  cbietzapotly  the  ananas,  the 
chirionoja,  the  abuacatl^  the  anona,  the  pitahaja,  the  ca^ 
polin^  or  Mexican  cherry,  and  diflfcrent  fpecies  of  Tune^ 
or  Indian  figs,  which  fruits  well  fupplied  the  want  of 
pears,  apples,  and  peaches. 

Amongft  all  their  plenty  of  foods  the  Mexicans  were 
deftitute  of  milk,  and  fat,  as  they  had  neither  cows, 
flieep,  goats,  nor  hogs.  With  refpcft  to  eggs,  we  do 
not  know  that  they  eat  any,  except  thofe  of  turkeys  and 
iguanas,  the  flefli  of  which  they  likewife  did  and  ftill  eat. 

The  ufual  feafoning  to  their  food,befides  fait,  was  great 
pepper  and  tomate,  which  have  become  equally  common 
among  the  Spaniards  of  that  country. 

They  drank  alfo  feveral  forts  of  wine,  or  beverages 
fimilar  to  them,  of  the  maguei,  the  palm,  of  the  (lems  of 
maize,  and  of  the  grain  alfo,  of  which  laft,  called  cbicba^ 
almoft  all  the  hiftorians  of  America  make  mention,  as  it 
is  the  kind  mod  generally  ufed  in  that  new  world.  The 
mod  common  with  the  Mexicans,  and  alfo  the  bed  was 
that  of  the  maguei,  called  odii  by  them,  and  by  the 
Spaniards  pulque  (m).  The  method  of  making  it  is  this. 
When  the  maguei,  or  Mexican  aloe,  arrives  at  a  certain 
height  and  maturity,  they  cut  the  dem,  or  rather  the 
leaves  while  tender,  of  which  the  dem  is  formed,  fituated 
in  the  centre  of  the  plant,  after  which  there  remains  a 
certain  cavity.  They  diave  the  internal  fur  face  of  the 
large  leaves  which  furround  the  cavity,  and  colleft  the 
fweet  juice  which  didils  from  them  in  fuch  abundance, 

that 

(m)  Pml^e  it  not  a  Sptuiih  nor  Mexican  word,  but  it  taken  from  the  Aram* 
mn  language  which  it  fpoken  in  Chili,  in  which  the  Pwlcn  is  the  general  name ^ 
for  the  bereragret  thefe  Indiant  ufe  to  intoxicate  thcmfelvet;  it  it  difficnk  t« 
fay  how  th«  term  hat  pafiitd  to  Mexico. 
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that  one  fingle  plant  generally  yields,  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
months,  fix  hundred,  and  in  the  whole  time  of  its  fruit- 
fulnefs  more  than  two  thoufahd  pounds  of  juice  (^n). 

They  gather  the  juice  from  the  cavity  with  a  long  nar- 
row gourd,  which  fervcs  inftead  of  a  more  artificial  con- 
trivance, and  pour  it  into  a  vefTel  until  it  ferments,  which 
it  ufually  does  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours.  To  af- 
fift  the  fermentation,  and  make  the  beverage  ftronger^ 
they  infufe  a  certain  herb  which  they  name  OcpatUj  or 
remedy  of  wine.  The  colour  of  this  wine  is  white,  the 
tafle  a  little  roughs  and  its  ftrength  fufficient  to  intoxi- 
.  cate,  though  not  fo  much  as  that  of  the  grape.  In 
other  refpcfts  it  is  a  wholefome  liquor,  and  valuable  on 
many  accounts  as  it  is  an  excellent  diuretic,  and  a  pow- 
erful remedy  againft  the  diarrhoea.  The  confumption 
made  of  this  liquor  is  furprifing  as  it  is  ufeful,  for  the 
Spaniards  become  rich  by  it.  The  revenue  produced 
by  that  alone  which  is  confumed  in  the  capital  amounts 
annually  to  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns;  one  Mcxi-- 
can  rial  only  being  paid  for  every  twenty-five  Caftilian 
pounds.  The  quantity  of  pulque,  which  was  confumed 
in  the  capital  in  1774,  was  two  millions  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  thoufand,  two  hundred  ninety-four  and 
\a\i  arrobasj  or  upwards  of  fixty-threc  millions  eight 
hundred  thoufand  Roman  pounds,  exclufive  of  that 
which  was  fmugglcd  in  there,  and  that  which  the  pri- 
vileged Indians  fell  in  the  great  market-place. 

Vox-.  II.  K  k  The 

(«)  Betanconrt  fayt,  that  a  magnei  makes  in  fix  months  twenty  utrobas  of 
pulque,  which  are  more  than  fix  hundred  Italian  pounds.  He  might  know 
this  well,  haying  been  for  many  years  a  re^or  among  the  hudians.  Hernan- 
dez affirms,  that  from  one  fiiigle  plant  are  extraded  fifty  anfon.  The  CafUlian 
m^fvra^  which  is  fmallcr  than  the  Roman,  contains,  according  to  the  calculation 
of  Mariana,  five  hundred  and  twelve  ounces  of  wine,  or  conmion  water.  Sup- 
pofing  that  the  pulque  does  not  weigh  more  than  water,  fifty  anfirc  will  be 
more  than  two  thoufand  pounds. 
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The  Mexicans  were  lefs  fingular  in  their  drefs  t  .  • 
in  their  food.  Their  ufual  habit  was  quite  fimplc,  c  \  - 
lifting  folcly  of  the  maxtlatl  and  lilmatli  in  the  men,  c.nd 
of  the  cueitl^  and  the  buepilU^  in  the  women.  1  r. 
maxtlatl  was  a  large  belt  or  girdle,  the  two  ends  ^i 
which  hung  down  before  and  behind  to  cover  the  parr ; 
of  (hame.  The  tilmatli  was  a  fquare  manrle,  iLb(  : 
four  feet  long;  the  two  eods  were  ttcd  upon  the  brcatl^ 
or  upon  one  (boulder,  as  appears  in  our  figur^.^  CThc 
cueitly  or  Mexican  gown,  was  iilfo  a  piece  of  fquarc  cTdth^ 
in  which  the  women  wrapped  thcmiclve^  from  thar 
waifts  down  to  the  middle  of  the  leg.  The  huepUH  was 
a  little  under  veft,  or  waiftcoat,  without  fleeves* 

The  drcfs  of  the  poor  people  was  made  of  the  thread 
of  the  maguei,  or  mountain  palm,  or  at  beft  the  cloth 
of  coarfe  cotton;  but  thc^e  of  better  ftation  wore  the 
fineft  cotton,  embelli(hed  with  various  colours,  and  fi- 
gures of  animals,  or  flowers,  ot  wove  with  feathers,  or 
the  fine  hair  of  the  rabbit,  and  adorned  wkh  various 
little  figures  of  gold  and  loofe  locks  of  cotton  hanging; 
about  the  girdle  or  maxtlatl.  The  men  ufed  to  wear 
uwo  or  three  mantles,  and  the  women  three  or  four 
vefts,  and  as  many  gowns,  putting  the  longefl:  under- 
moft,  fo  as  that  a  part  of  each  of  them  might  be  feen. 
The  lords  wore  in  winter  waiftcoats  of  cotton,  iater- 
woven  with  foft  feathers,  or  the  hair  of  the  rabbit. 
Women  of  rank  wore,  befides  the  huepilli,  an  upper 
veft,  fomething  like  the  furplicc  or  gown  of  our  cccle- 
fiaftics,  but  larger  and  with  longer  fleeves  (o). 

Their  ftioes  were  nothing  but  foles  of  leather,  or 
coarfe  cloth  of  the  maguei,  tied  with  ftrings,  and  only 

covered 

(•)  We  hftTc  fpokcD  elfcwhere  of  the  habits  of  the  kings,  priefts,  and  mi^ 
litary  pcrfons. 


L 
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covered  the  under  part  of  the  foot.  The  kings  and 
lords  adorned  the  firings  with  rich  ribands  of  gold  and 
jewels. 

All  the  Mexicans  wore  their  hair  long,  and  were  dif- 
honoured  by  being  fhaved,  or  having  it  clipped,  except 
the  virgins  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  temples. 
The  women  wore  it  loofe,  the  men  tied  in  different 
forms,  and  adorned  their  heads  with  fine  plumes,  both 
when  they  danced  and  when  they  went  to  war. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  nation  which  accompa- 
nied fo  much  fimplicity  of  drefs,  with  fo  much  vanity  and 
luxury  in  other  ornaments  of  their  perfons.  Befides 
feathers  and  jewels,  with  which  they  ufed  to  adorn  their 
clothes,  they  wore  ear-rings,  pendants  at  the  under-lip, 
and  many  likewife  at  their  nofes,  necklaces,  bracelets  for 
the  hands  and  arms,  and  alfo  certain  rings  like  collars 
about  their  legs.  The  ear-rings  and  pendants  of  the 
poor  were  fhells,  pieces  of  cryflal,  amber,  or  fome  other 
fiiining  little  flone;  but  the  rich  wore  pearls,  emeralds, 
amethyfls,  or  other  gems,  fet  in  gold. 

Their  houfchold  furniture  was  by  no  means  corre- 
fpondent  to  this  paffion  for  perfpnal  finery.  Their 
beds  were  nothing  elfc  than  one  or  two  coarfe  mats  of 
rufhes,  to  which  the  rich  added  fine  palm  mats,  and 
fheets  of  cotton ;  and  the  lords,  linen  woven  with  fea- 
thers. The  pillow  of  the  poor  was  a  flone  or  piece  of 
wood ;  that  of  the  rich,  probably  of  cotton.  The  com- 
mon people  did  not  cover  themfelves  in  bed  with  any 
thing  elfe  than  the  tilmatli,  or  mantle,  but  the  higher 
ranks  and  nobles  made  ufe  of  counterpanes  of  cotton 
and  feathers.  At  dinner,  indead  of  a  table,  they  fpread 
a  mat  upon  the  ground;  and  they  ufed  napkins,  plates, 
porringers,  earthen  pots,  jugs,  and  other  vefTels  of  fine 

clay. 
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clay,  but  not,  as  we  can  difcover,  cither  knives  or  forks. 
Their  chairs  were  low  feats  of  wood  and  ruihes,  or  palm, 
or  a  kind  of  reed  called  icpalli  (p):  No  houfe  wanted 
the  metlatl^  or  comallL  The  metlatl  was  the  (tone  in 
which  they  ground  their  maize,  and  the  cacao,  as  is  re- 
prefented  in  our  figure  of  their  mode  of  making  bread. 
This  inftrument  is  dill  extremely  common  in  all  New 
Spain,  and  over  the  greateft  part  of  America.  The 
Europeans  have  alfo  adopted  it,  and  in  Italy  and  elfe- 
where  the  chocolate-makers  ufe  it  to  grind  the  cacao. 
The  comalli  was,  and  ftill  is,  being  as  much  ufed  as  the 
metlatlj  a  round  and  rather  hollow  pan,  which  is  about 
an  inch  thick,  and  about  fifteen  in  diameter. 

The  drinking  veffels  of  the  Mexicans  were  made  of  a 
fruit  fimilar  to  gourds,  which  grow,  in  hot  countries,  on 
trees  of  a  middling  fize.  Some  of  them  are  large  and 
perfeftly  round,  which  they  call  Xicalli  (qj^  and  others 
fmaller  and  cylindrical,  which  they  give  the  name  of 
Tecomatl.  Both  thefe  fruits  are  folid  and  heavy:  their 
rind  is  hard,  woody,  and  of  a  dark  green  colour,  and 
the  feeds  are  like  thofe  of  gourds.  The  xicalli  is  about 
eight  inches  in  diameter;  the  tecomatl  is  not  fo  long,  and 
about  four  fingers  In  thicknefs.  Each  fruit  when  divided 
in  the  middle  made  two  equal  veflels;  they  cut  out  all 
the  feed,  and  gave  them  a  vamifh  with  a  particular  mi- 
neral 

If)  The  Spaniards  corrupt  the  word  into  Equi^Us* 

(q)  The  Spaniards  of  Mexico  called  the  Xicalli  XUsrm,  The  Spaniards  of 
Europe  adopted  this  word  to  figaifj  the  little  cup  for  taking  chocolate,  and 
thenoe  came  the  Italian  Cbkcbera,  Bomare  makes  mentioii  of  the  tree  Xicalli, 
under  the  name  of  Calebaflier  d'  Amerique,  and  iays,  that  in  New  Spain,  it  is 
known  under  the  names  of  Choyne,  Cujete,  and  Hygtuf:  hut  this  is  a  mif- 
take.  The  name  Hihaer^  (not  Hypter0)  was  that  which  the  Indians  of  the 
Ifland  of  Hifpaniola  gave  to  this  tree;  the  Spaniih  conquerors  made  ufe  of  it 
formerly,  hut  no  ufe  was  made  of  it  afterwards  in  New  Spain.  None  of  ihm 
other  trees  were  ever  heasd  of  by  us  in  thofe  countries. 
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nefal  earth,  c^  a  pleafing  fmell,  and  of  different  colours, 
particularly  a  fine  red.  At  prefent  they  are  frequently 
gilt  with  fiivcr  and  gold« 

The  Mexicans  made  ufe  of  no  candlefticks,  nor  wax, 
nor  tallow  candles,  nor  of  oil  to  make  light;  for  al- 
though they  had  many  kinds  of  oil,  they  never  employed 
it  otherwife  than  in  medicine,  in  painting,  and  in  var- 
niihes;  and  although  they  extraAed  a  great  quantity  of 
wax  from  the  honey-combs,  they  either  did  not  know,  or 
were  not  at  the  pains  to  make  lights  with  it.  In  mari- 
time countries  they  made  ufe  of  {hining  beetles  for  that 
pnrpofe;  but  in  general  they  employed  torches  of  ocotl^ 
which,  although  they  made  a  fine  light,  and  yielded  an 
agreeable  odour,  fmoked  and  foiled  their  habitations 
with  foot.  One  of  the  European  cuftoms  which  they 
chiefly  prized  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  was 
that  of  candles ;  but  thofe  people  had  certainly  little  oc- 
cafion  for  candles,  as  they  devoted  all  the  hours  of  the 
night  to  repofe,  after  employing  all  thofe  of  the  day  in 
bufinefs  and  toil.  The  men  laboured  at  their  different 
profeifions,  and  the  women  baked,  wove,  embroidered, 
prepared  vi£hials,  and  cleaned  their  houfes.  AH  daily 
made  orifons  to  their  gods,  and  burned  copal  in  honour 
of  them,  and  therefore  no  houfe,  however  poor  the  pof- 
feffor,  wanted  idols  or  cenfers. 

The  method  which  the  Mexicans  and  other  nations 
praAifed  to  kindle  fire,  was  the  fame  which  the  ancient 
fbepherds  of  Europe  employed  (r),  by  the  friftion  of 

two 

(r)  CalU^  aMTM,  hwnu  ;  htJer^i^  t^  9miu»  tn  fmhui  igmarUfiuU,  ExpUro' 
Hrwm  b9C  ufut  im  cafirh  Pm/lonmqui  nperit ;  quomiam  ad  exfutumdum  igfum  nomfmptr 
LtfUU  ^  octafio,  Tcritur  ergo  liffium  Ugno^  ignemftie  tomcipit  attritm^  extiftenU  am* 
terim  aridifimitisf  /kngi^  vdfolionm  faciUlme  coneeptum,  Plioius  Hid.  Nat.  lib* 
xri.  c.  40.  The  (ame  thing  is  obf^ed  in  the  feco9d  book  of  the  QocftioiMt 
Naturalet  of  Seneca,  and  alfoin  ether  ancient  writers. 
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two  pieces  of  wood.  The  Mexicans  generally  ufed  the 
achiote,  which  is  the  roucou  of  the  French.  Boturini 
affirms,  that  they  ftruck  fire  alfo  from  flint. 

After  a  few  hours  vof  labour  in  the  morning  they  took 
their  breakfeft,  which  was  moft  commonly  atolU^  or  gruel 
of  maize,  and  their  dinner  after  mid-day  ;  but  among 
all  the  hiftorians  of  Mexico,  we  have  found  no  mention 
of  their  fupper.  They  ate  little,  but  they  drank  fre- 
quently, either  of  the  wine  of  the  maguei,  or  maize,  or 
of  chia,  or  fome  other  drink  of  the  cacao,  and  fometimes 
plain  water. 

After  dining,  the  lords  ufed  to  compofe  themfclvcs  to 
flecp  with  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  (x).  This  plant  was 
greatly  in  ufe  among  the  Mexicans.  They  make  vari- 
ous plafters  with  it,  and  took  it  not  only  in  fmoke  at  the 
mouth,  but  alfo  in  (huff  at  the  nofe.  In  order  to  fmoke 
k,  they  put  the  leaves  with  the  gum  of  liquid  amber, 
and  other  hot,  warm,  and  odorous  herbs,  into  a  little 
pipe  of  wood,  or  reed,  or  fome  other  more  valuable 
fubftance.  They  received  the  fmoke  by  fucking  the 
pipe  and  (hutting  the  noftrils  with  their  fingers,  fo  that 
it  might  pafs  by  the  breath  more  cafily  towards  the 
lungs.  Who  would  have  believed  that  the  ufe  of  to- 
bacco, which  neceffity  made  thofe  phlegmatic  nations 
invent,  would  have  become  the  vice  or  cuitom  of  almofl 

all 


{*)  Ti^M«»  is  a  Dame  taken  from  the  HmUmi  language.  The  Mexicans  had 
two  ipectes  of  tobacco,  very  difierent  in  the  fixe  of  the  pUnt  and  the  leaves,  in 
the  figure  of  the  flower  and  the  colour  of  the  feed.  The  iiaialleft,  which  is  the 
common  one,  was  called  by  them  PicUtl^  and  the  largeft  ^mamfttL  This  laft 
becomes  as  high  as  a  moderate  tree.  Its  flower  is  not  divided  into  five  parts 
like  that  of  the  PkUtit  but  only  cut  into  fix  or  feven  angles.  Thefe  plants  vary 
much  according  to  clime,  not  only  ta  the  quality  of  the  tobacco,  but  alfo  in  the 
fise  of  the  leaves  and  other  circumftances,  on  which  account  feveral  authors 
have  multiplied  the  fpecies. 
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all  the  nations  of  the  world  j  and  that  fo  humble  a  plant, 
of  which  the  Europeans  wrote  and  fpokc  fo  unfavorably, 
•would  have  made  one  of  the  greateft  revenues  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Europe  ?  But  what  ought  to  excite  dill 
greater  wonder,  is,  that  although  the  ufe  of  tobacco  is 
now  fo  common  among  thofe  nations  who  formerly  de- 
fpifed  it,  it  is  now  forare  among  its  inventors,  that  there 
are  extremely  few  of  the  Indians  of  New  Spain  who 
take  it  in  fmoke,  and  none  at  all  who  ufe  it  in  fnuflf. 

As  the  Mexicans  wanted  candles  to  make  light,  they 
alfo  were  without  foap  to  wa(h  with,  although  there 
were  animals  from  which  they  might  have  obtained  it 
(/)  ;  but  they  fupplied  that  deficiency  by  a  fruit  and  a 
root.  The  fruit  was  that  of  the  copalxocoll^  a  tree  of 
moderate  fize,  which  is  found  in  Michuacan,  Yucatan, 
Mizteca,  and  elfewhere  («).  The  pulp,  that  is  under 
the  rind  of  the  fruit,  which  is  white,  vifcous,  and  very 
bitter,  makes  water  white,  raifes  a  froth,  and  ferves  like 
foap  to  wafh  and  clean  linen.  The  root  is  that  of  the 
amolliy  a  fmall  plant,  but  very  common  in  that  country, 
for  which  Saponaria  Americana  fccms  to  be  a  more  pro- 
per name,  as  it  is  not  very  diiEmilar  to  the  Saponaria 
of  the  old  continent ;  but  the  amolli  is  more  ufed  to 
waih  the  body  now,  and  more  particularly  the  head, 
than  for  clothes  (x). 

We 


(/)  We  hare  heard  that  to  eicdknt  Toap  ia  obtained  from  the  t^^  or 
Zorri^io. 

(«)  Hernandez  makes  mention  of  it  under  the  name  of  Cefalxotal,  but  iays 
nothing  of  iu  detergent  quality ;  Betancourt  fpeaks  of  it  under  the  name  of  the 
/•ef-4ret^  by  which  it  it  known  among  the  Spaniards ;  and  Vahnont  defcribes 
it  under  the  name  of  SavMUr,  and  Saponaria  Amtricama,  The  root  of  this  tree 
alfo  is  ufed  inftead  of  foap,  but  it  is  not  fo  good  as  the  fruit. 

(«}  There  is  a  fpedes  of  amoUii  the  root  of  which  dyes  hair  the  colour  of 
gold.    We  faw  this  lingular  effed  produced  upon  the  hair  of  an  old  man. 
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Wc  have  now  ghrcn  all  that  wc  think  worthy  of  cre- 
dit and  public  relation  concerning  the  political  (economy 
of  the  Mexicans.  Such  was  their  government,  their 
laws,  their  cuftoms,  and  their  arts,  when  the  Spaniards 
arrived  in  the  country  of  Anahuac,  the  war  and  memo- 
rable events  of  which  make  the  fubjed  of  the  following 
books. 


BOOK 
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BOOK  VIII. 


The  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Coast  of  Anabuac 
The  uneqfinefs,  embaffies^  and  prejhits  rf  Montezunuu 
Confederacy  of  ibe  Spaniards  witb  tbe  Nation  of  the 
Totonacasy  their  War  and  Alliance  with  the  Tlqfcalans  ; 
their  Severity  to  tbe  Cboltdansy  and  their  folemn  Entry 
into  Mexico.  Account  of  tbe  celebrated  Indian  Donna 
Marina.  Foundation  of  Vera  Cruz^  fbejlrst  Colofy  of 
tbe  Spaniards. 

THE  Spaniards^  who  ever  fincc  the  year  1492,  had 
difcovercd  the  New  World,  under  the  conduft  of 
the  celebrated  Genoefe  Chriftopher  Columbus ;  and,  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  years,  fubjeftcd  to  the  crown  of  Caftilc 
the  principal  iflands  of  the  Antilles,  made  frequent  cruifes 
from  thence  to  difcover  new  countries,  and  barter  Euro- 
pean toys  for  American  gold.  In  the  year  1 5 1 7,  amongft 
other  adventurers,  Francifco  Hernandez,  of  Cordova^ 
weighed  anchor  from  the  port  of  Ajaruco,  now  called 
the  Havanna,  with  one  hundred  and  ten  foldiers,  and 
proceeding  to  the  weftward  by  the  advice  of  Antonio 
Alaminas,  one  of  the  moft  famous  and  ikilful  pilots  of 
that  time,  and  then  veering  to  the  fouthward,  difcovered, 
in  the  beginning  of  March,  the  eaftem  cape  of  the  pe- 
ninfula  of  Yucatan,  which  they  called  Capo  Catocbe.  They 
coafted  along  a  part  of  that  country,  admiring  the  beauti- 
ful edifices  and  lofty  towers  which  appeared  upon  the 
coad,  and  the  (ji)  different  coloured  habits  which  the 
Vol.  II.  LI  Indians 


(m^  Dr.  RobcrtfoD  fiiys,  in  book  iii.  that  the  Spaniar<lt  Lmded^amiA 
imt9  tie  country  (o/TiuaUm)^  obfer^red^  ttfitb  ama%ememt^  large  borfes  huik  of  fime,     Thot 
he  fpeakt  where  he  recounts  the  Toyage  of  Hcmandes.    But  a  few  pa^  after, 

Q>eaUng 
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Indians  wore ;  olgeAs  never  before  feen  in  the  New 
World.  The  Yucatanefe,  on  their  part,  marvelled  at 
the  fize,  the  form,  and  decorations  of  their  veflels.  At 
two  places  where  the  Spaniards  landed,  thej  had  fome 
fldrmilhes  with  the  Indians,  in  which,  and  by  other  di£> 
trefles  that  attended  them,  they  loft  the  half  of  their 
foidiers,  and  their  captain  himfelf  received  twelve  wonnds, 
which  in  a  few  days  occafioned  his  death.  Having  re- 
turned precipitately  to  Cuba,  with  the  accounts  of  their 
expedition,  and  fome  gold  which  they  had  robbed 'from 
a  temple  and  lnx>ught  with  them  for  (how,  they  awol^ 
"  the  avaricious  pafiions  of  Diego  de  Velafquez,  formerly 
a  conqueror,  and  then  governor  of  that  ifland ;  upon 
which  he  next  year  fitted  out  his  relation  Juan  de  Gri- 
jalva,  with  four  veffels,  and  two  hundred  and  forty 
fokHers.  This  commander,  after  having  difcovered  the 
ifland  of  Cozumel,  a  few  miles  diftant  from  the  eaftem 
(hore  of  Yucatan,  coafted  along  all  that  country,  which 
lies  from  thence  to  the  river  Panuco,  exchanging  little 

glals 

^okkig  of  the  ^NHftge  of  GrijalvB,  he  writes  thus :  Matty  vUUgtg  wertjiattertj 

mltHg  theJUn,  smmg  whuh^  thty  (the  Sfauimrdt)  tmM  SJurn  bttfu  •fjtme^  %oiuh  mt  m 
S/Umt*  afpeartd  vfbH»  mmd  tmagmJUad,  Im  the  teai  of  their  imagiMoHMfthty  re^rf/adtJ 
$§  Atwefelnet  thai  tbefe  noere  fi  wumy  ekiet  aiaraed  tpith  tawert  amd  empula*.  Aoioo^ 
all  the  hiftoriaos  of  Mexico,  we  ha^  not  found  one  who  ha»  faid,  ehat  the 
Spaniards  imagined  there  were  cupolas  in  Yucatan.  This  idea  hekngs  to  Robcrt- 
Ibo,  not  to  them.  They  thought  they  faw  high  towers  and  large  honfes,  as,  m, 
£sd,  they  were.  The  temples  of  Yucatan,  fike  thofe  of  Anahuac,  were  buih  for 
the  moft  part  in  the  form  of  towers,  and  were  Tcry  lofty.  Bemal  Diaz,  an 
author  of  the  utmoft  veracity,  and  an  eye-witneis  of  all  that  happened  to  the 
Spaniards  in  their  firft  voyages  to  Yucatan,  when  he  fpeaks of  the  difembarkment 
they  made  in  their  firft  voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Campeachy,  lays  thus:  Tbej^  the 
ImJUfu,  eaiuhtSed  tu  tefime  het^s^  v/hieh  vere  Urge  amd  telerahly  weU  hnUt  rfjhme  amd 
iime.  From  which  it  appears  they  not  only  faw  the  buildings  at  a  difbuMe,  but 
approached  to  them  and  entered  them.  The  ufe  of  lime  having  been  fo  common 
among  thofe  nations,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  pradice  of  whitening  them 
alfa  was  common  •  See  our  feveoth  book.  At  any  rate  we  cannot  comprehend, 
how  a  hovfe  at  a  diibuice  ihould  (eem  white  if  it  really  was  not  lb. 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO.  267 

glafs  balls,  and  fuch  like  trifling  wares,  for  gold,  which 
they  anxioufly  fought,  and  the  provifions  they  required. 
When  they  arrived  at  that  little  ifland,  which  they 
called  St.  Juan  de  Ulua  (Jb\  little  more  than  a  mile  diftant 
from  the  Ihore  of  Chalchiuhcuecan ;  the  Mexican  go* ' 
vemors  of  thofc  coafts,  confounded  at  the  fight  of  veflels 
fo  large,  and  men  of  fo  ftrange  an  afped  and  figure,  con- 
fulted  together  what  they  fiiould  do  on  the  occafion,  and 
determined  to  repair  in  perfon  to  the  court  to  give  inteU 
ligence  to  the  king  of  fo  extraordinary  an  occurrence. 
But  in  order  to  convey  to  him  a  more  perfed  idea  of  the 
particulars,  they  caufed  the  veflels,  artillery,  arms,  drefs, ' 
and  appearance  of  the  new  people  to  be  reprefented 
in  fome  meafure  by  their  painters ;  after  which,  they 
fet  oflF  w'*^hout  farther  delay  to  the  court,  to  relate  what 
iiad  arrived  upon  the  coaft,  prefenting  to  the  king,  along 
with  the  paintings,  fome  little  balls  of  glafs,  which  they 
had  got  from  the  Spaniards.  Montezuma  was  extremely 
difhirbed  on  hearing  their  accqunt ;  but,  to  avoid  any 
rafli  ftep  in  an  affair  of  fuch  confequence  and  alarm,  he 
held  a  council  with  Cacamatzin,  king  of  Acolhuacan,  his 
nephew,  Cuitlahuatzin,  lord  of  Iztapalapan,  his  brother, 
and  other  twelve  perfonages,  his  ordinary  counfellors. 
After  a  long  conference  they  concluded  unanimoufly,  that 
he  who  had  landed  upon  that  fliore,  with  fo  great  an 
army,  could  be  no  other  perfon  than  ^u^zaUoatly  the 
god  of  air,  who  had  for  many  years  been  expeded  in  that 

country  j 

(fi)  Thtf  gave  to  this  ifland  the  name  of  S.  Juan ;  becanfe  they  arrived  there 
on  the  day  of  S.  Precurfor,  and  hecauie  this  was  the  name  of  the  commander. 
They  called  it  Ulua  alfo,  hccaufe  they  found  there  two  human  vidinu  recently 
fiicrificed,  and  upon  demanding,  by  means  of  figns,  the  reafon  of  fuch  barbarity, 
the  Indians  pointing  towards  the  country  of  the  weft,  anfwered  AcoUma^  Acolbum^ 
meaning  to  be  underftood,  that  they  did  it  by  order  of  the  Mexicans;  as  all  the 
inhabitanu  of  the  Mexican  vale  were  galled  Acolhuas  by  the  people  at  a  diftance 
fromthecapitaL  On  this  little  ifland  there  is  at  prefcnt  a  good  fortrels  to  defend 
the  entry  into  the  port  of  r«r«  Cram. 
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country ;  for  there  prevailed  among  thofe  nations,  as  we 
have  already  mentioned,  an  ancient  tradition,  that  fucb  a 
deity,  after  having,  by  his  beneficence  and  innocence  of 
life,  acquh-ed  the  efteem  and  veneration  of  the  people  ia 
Tollan,  Cholula,  and  Onohualco,  had  disappeared  to 
them,  promifing  to  return  after  a  certain  period,  to  govern 
them  in  peace,  and  render  them  happy.  The  kings  of 
thofe  countries  confidered  themfdves  the  viceroys  of  that 
god,  and  truftees  of  the  crown,  which  they  were  to  cede 
to  him  whenever  he  made  His  appearance.  This  imme- 
morial tradition,  a  variety  of  marks' obferved  by  them  in 
the  Spaniards  conforming  with  thofe  which  their  mytho^ 
logy  afcribed  to  Quetzalcoatl,  the  furprifing  largeneis  of 
iht  veflels  compared  with  their  little  Ql\&  and  canoes, 
the  loud  noife  and  force  of  the  artillery,  refembti^  fo 
ftrongly  that  of  the  clouds,  all  together  awed  and  infpir- 
ed  them  to  believe  it  was  the  god  of  air  who  had  arrived 
upon  their  coafts,  with  all  the  apparatus  of  thunder, 
lightning,  and  divinity.  MoVed  by  this  perfuafiim, 
Montezuma  ordered  five  perfcms  of  his  court  to  repair 
immediately  to  Cbalchiuhcuecaa,  to  make  congratula- 
tions, in  the  name  of  him  and  the  whole  kingdom,  to 
this  fuppofed  power  of  the  air,  on  his  happy  arrival  ia 
that  land,  and  to  ofier  him  in  homage  a  large  prefent  j 
but,  before  he  difpatched  them,  he  previoufly  fent  orders 
to  the  governors  of  the  coaits,  to  place  centinels  on  the 
high  mountains  of  Nauhtlan,  Quauhtla,  Mi£^lan,  and 
Tochtlan,  that  they  might  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
armament,  and  fend  fpeedy  advice  of  every  thing  which 
happened  to  the  court.  The  Mexican  ambafladors  were 
unable,  in  fpite  of  their  utmoft  expedition,  to  overtake 
the  Spaniards,  who,  when  they  bad  finiihed  thdr  com- 
merce on  that  coaft,  continued  their  courfe  along  ihore, 

as 
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as  far  as  the  river  of  Panama,  from  whence  they  re- 
turned CO  Cuba  with  ten  thouiand  fequins  in  gold,  part 
acquired  in  exchange  for  toys,  part  obtained  in  a  prefent 
made  to  the  commander  by  a  lord  of  Onohuaico. 

The  governor  of  Cuba  was  much  difpleafed  that 
Grijalva  did  not  plant  a  colony  in  that  new  country, 
which  was  reprefented  by  all  to  be  the  mod  rich  and 
happy  in  the  world.  Upon  this  he  immediately  fitted 
out  another  larger  armament,  for  the  command  of  which 
ieveral  of  the  principal  colonifts  of  that  ifland  contended ; 
but  the  governor,  by  the  advice  of  his  confidants,  com- 
mitted it  to  Ferdinand  Cortes,  a  perfon  of  noble  birth» 
and  fufficiently  rich  to  be  able  to  fupport,  with  his  own 
private  capital,  and  the  ailiftance  df  his  friends,  a  con- 
fiderable  (hare  of  the  expcnfes  of  the  expedition.  He 
vns  bom  in  Medellin,  a  fmall  city  of  Eftremadura,  in  the 
year  1485.  By  the  father  he  vfzs  Cortes  and  Monroi^ 
and  by  his  mother  P/x^rr^  and  Altamirano^  uniting  in 
lumfelf  the  blood  of  thofe  four  lineages,  which  were  the 
moft  renowned  and  ancient  of  that  city. .  At  the  age  of 
Iburteen,  he  was  fent  bj  his  parents  to  Salamanca,  in 
order  that  by  learning  the  Latin  tongue,  and  the  civil 
law,  at  that  famous  univerfity,  he  might  become  the  fup- 
port  of  his  family  which  was  reduced  to  poverty ;  but  it 
was  not  long  before  his  military  genius  diverted  him 
irom  fhidy,  and  led  him  to  the  New  World,  after  the 
example  of  many  illuifarious  youths  of  his  nation.  He 
accompanied  Diego  Vdafquez,  in  the  conqueft  of  the 
ifland  of  Cuba,  where  he  gained  much  wealth  and  ac- 
quired confiderable  authority*  He  was  a  man  of  great 
talents,  difcemment,  and  courage,  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of 
arms,  fruitful  in  expedients  and  refourccs  to  carry  his  pro» 
jeds  into  execution,  and  highly  ingenious  m  making  huxw 

fclf 
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idf  be  obeyed  and  refpcded  even  by  his  equals  ;  great 
in  bis  defigns  and  aflions,  cautions  in  operations,  modeft 
in  fpeech,  ftcady  in  bis  enterprifes^  and  patient  in  adver- 
fity.  His  zeal  in  religion  was  by  no  means  inferior  to 
his  conftant  and  mviolable  fidelity  to  his  fovcreign  ;  but 
the  fplendw  of  thofe  and  other  good  qualities  which 
placed  him  in  the  rank  of  heroes,  was  fullied  and  dark- 
ened by  fome  adions  unworthy  of  his  greatnefs  of  fiwi 
His  immoderate  love  of  the  fex  engaged  him  perpetuafy 
in  criminal  connedions^  and  had  formerly  been  attended 
with  many  difficulties  and  much  danger.  His  too  great 
ardour,  or  rather  obftinacy,  in  enterprifes,  and  the  fear 
of  fruftratinghis  hopes  of  fortune,  made  him  fometimes 
wanting  in  juftice,  gratitude,  and  humanity ;  but,  per- 
haps, there  never  was  a  general  and  conqueror,  brought 
up  in  the  fchool  of  the  world,  in  whom  the  virtues  were 
not  foiled  by  his  vices.  Cortes  was  of  a  good  ftaturc 
and  well  proportioned,  robnft  and  zSdve.  His  cheft 
was  rather  prominent,  his  beard  black,  and  his  eyes 
fparkling  and  amorous.  Such  is  the  portrait  of  the  fa- 
mous conqueror  of  Mexico,  which  the  firft  hiftorians 
who  knew  him  have  left  usi 

As  foon  as  he  found  himfelf  hotK>ured  with  the  poft  of 
general  of  the  expedition,  he  ufed  the  utmc^  diligence  in 
preparing  for  the  voyage,  and  began  to  afiume  the  flyle 
of  a  great  lord,  both  in  his  carriage  and  in  his  atten- 
dants ;  fully  fenfible  of  the  influence  fuch  a  condud  has 
in  dazzling  the  vulgar,  and  creating  authority.  He  im- 
mediately ereAed  the  royal  ftandard  before  his  houfe, 
and  publifhed  a  proclamation  through  the  iiland  to  en- 
lift  foldiers.  Men,  the  moft  confpicuous  of  all  that  coun- 
try, both  in  rank  and  office,  were  emulous  to  put  tbem- 
ielves  under  his  command,  namely,  Alonzo  Hernandez 

de 
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dc  PortocarrerOy  coufm  of  the  count  de  Medellifi,  Juan 
Velafquez  de  Leon,  a  near  relation  to  the  governor^ 
Diego  Ordaz,  Francifco  de  Montejo,  Francifco  de  Lugo^ 
and  others,  whom  we  (hall  name  in  the  courfe  of  our 
tuAory.  Amongft  all  thefe^  Pedro  de  Alvarado  de  Bada- 
jos,  Chriftoval  de  Olid  de  Baeza,  in  Andaluiia,  and  Gon- 
zales de  Sandoval  de  Meddlin,  merit  particular  mention, 
as  they  were  the  firft  commanders  of  the  troops  employed 
in  that  conqueft,  and  thofe  who  made  the  mod  diftinguifli- 
cd  figure:  all  three  warriors,  extremely  courageous, 
enured  to  the  fatigues  of  war,  and  /killed  in  the  military 
art,  though  otherwife  di£Ferent  in  charader.  Jha* 
rado  was  a  young  man  of  handfome  fhape,  and  extreme 
agility,  fair,  graceful,  lively,  popular,  addi6led  to  luxu- 
ries and  plcafures,  greedy  of  gold,  of  which  he  flood  in 
need  to  fupport  his  love  of  grandeur,  and,  as  fome  au- 
thors affirm,  unfcrupulous  how  he  obtained  it,  inhumane 
and  violent  in  his  condu£l  in  fome  expeditions*  Olid 
was  flout-limbed,  dark,  and  double.  Both  of  them  were 
very  ferviceable  to  Cortes  in  the  conquefl  j  but  they  prov- 
cd  ungrateful  to  him  afterwards,  and  met  with  a  tragical 
end.  Alvarado  died  in  New  Gallicia,  killed  by  a  horfe 
which  tumbled  from  a  precipice.  Olid  was  beheaded 
by  his  enemies  in  the  fquare  or  market-place  of  Naco, 
in  the  province  of  Honduras.  Sandoval,  a  youth  of  a 
good  family,  was  fcarcely  twenty-two  when  he  enlifted 
in  the  expedition  of  his  countryman  Cortes.  He  was 
well-(haped,  manly  in  ftature,  and  of  a  robuft  complexi- 
on, his  hair  was  of  a  chefnut  colour  and  curly,  his  voice 
ftrong  and  thick  j  a  perfon  of  few  words  but  excellent 
deeds.  Cortes  fent  him  on  the  mod  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous expeditions,  in  all  of  which  he  came  off  with  fuc- 
cefs  and  with  honor.     In  the  war  againft  the  Mexicans, 

he 
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he  headed  a  part  of  the  Spaniik  army,  and  at  the  fiege 
of  the  capital^  he  had  more  thao  thirty  thoofand  moo 
under  his  command,  continualiy  enjoying  from  his  good 
condoA  the  favour  of  the  general,  the  refped  of  the  fol- 
diers,  and  even  the  love  of  his  enemies.  He  founded 
the  colony  of  Medellin,  on  the  coaft  of  Cbalchiuhcnccan^ 
and  that  of  Spirito  Santo,  on  the  river  Coatzacualco. 
He  was  commander  of  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz,  and 
fome  time  governor  of  Mexico ;  and  in  all  his  employ* 
ments  his  equity  was  confpicuous.  He  was  conftant  and 
affiduous  in  labour,  obedient  and  faithful  to  his  general^ 
kind  to  the  fddiers,  humane  (r)  to  his  enemies,  and  en* 
tirely  free  from  the  prevailing  contagion  of  avarice  hk 
(hort,  in  all  the  feries  of  conquerors,  we  do  not  find  a 
more  accompKihed  or  pndfe-worthy  cluua&er,  as  there 

was 


(«)  Dr.  Robcfdba  Mciib  Stfidotil  af  that  hcnid  enmpk  of  iete^ 
die  FMimth^i^  where  the  ^aniardi  burned  fizty  lordf  and  four  hundred  noble^ 
wider  the  ejet  of  their  children  and  kindred,  and  cites  the  telUmony  of  Cortes 
iBid  Ocmara;  but  Cortes  neither  affirmt  that  Sandoral  eiecnted  that  |mnilhmeiit» 
ior  ersn  oaoics  it.  Bemal  Diss,  whofe  aothoritj  in  this  point  is  more  to  b« 
depended  oo  than  Gomira,  lays,  that  Sandoral  after  he  had  conquered  the 
Panachele,  and  taken  twenty  lords,  and  fome  other  perfons  of  note  prifoners, 
wrote  to  Cortes  to  know  his  determination  with  relpeA  to  them ;  and  Cortes^ 
in  order  to  make  their  condemnation  more  joftifiable,  iiibmitted  the  proceis  to 
t>iego  dc  Oeampo,  judge  of  that  province,  who,  alter  having  heard  their  con- 
leffion,  fientenced  them  to  be  burned,  which  judgment  was  executed.  Bemal 
l>iai  does  not  ezpreft  the  number  of  thofe  who  were  condemned ;  Cortes  iaysi 
that  including  lords  and  other  principal  perlbns,  four  hundred  were  burned* 
Such  a  fentence  was  no  doubt  cruel  and  fcrere ;  but  Robertfon,  who  ca(b  ma- 
ny reproaches  oo  the  Spaniards,  ought  to  have  evinced  his  impartiality  by  de> 
daring  the  motives  which  they  had  to  adb  fo  violently  againil  the  Panmdefk 
The  latter  having  fnbjeded  themfelves  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  renounced  their 
obedience,  and,  running  to  arms,  diihirbed  that  whole  province ;  they  killed 
hm  hundred  Spaniards,  forty  of  whom  they  burned  alive  and  eat  the  othersk 
Such  atrociool  doings  are  not  fuffidcot  to'  cxcufe  the  Spaniards,  btit  they  cer- 
tainly extenuate  the  feveriry  of  their  condud.  Robertfon  read  equally  in 
Gomara  of  the  rebellious  deeds  of  the  Panuebefe^  and  the  rigour  of  the  SpaHl^ 
atfds,  but  he  conceals  the  former  and  exaggerates  the  latter* 
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was  no  one  among  chem  who  knew  fo  well  how  to  unite 
prudence  and  difcretion  with  the  ardour  of  youth,  bra- 
very and  intrepidity  with  humanity,  modefty  with  merit, 
and  humility  with  fuccefs.  He  died  in  the  flower  of  his 
age  at  a  place  of  Andalufia,  on  his  way  to  the  court  of 
Spain  with  Cortes. 

As  foon  as  all  the  preparations  for  the  voyage  were 
made,  the  governor  of  Cuba,  from  the  fuggeftions  and 
iniinuations  of  the  rivals  of  Cortes,  recalled  his  commif- 
fion,  and  ordered  him  to  be  imprifoned  ;  but  thofe  who 
were  charged  with  his  apprchenfion  had  not  courage  to 
attempt  it,  from  feeing  fo  many  refpeAable  and  brave 
men  united  to  fupport  the  part  of  their  new  general ;  fo 
that  Cortes  who  had  not  only  fpent  all  his  own  capital  in 
preparations,  but  alfo  contraftcd  large  debts,  retained 
his  pod  in  fpite  of  his  enemies  ;  and  having  all  things  in 
order  and  readinefs,  weighed  anchor  from  the  port  of 
Ajaruco  upon  the  i  oth  of  February,  1 5 1 9.  The  arma^ 
ment  confifted  of  eleven  vefiels,  five  hundred  and  eight' 
foldiers,  divided  into  eleven  companies,  one  hundred  and 
nine  feamen,  fixteen  horfes,  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
four  falconets.  They  fleered  under  the  direftion  of  the 
pilot  Alaminos,  to  the  ifland  of  Cozumel,  where  they 
recovered  Jcrom  de  Aguilar,  a  Spanifli  dean,  who,  going 
from  Darien  to  the  iiland  of  Hifpaniola  a  few  years  be- 
fore, had  been  fhipwrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Yucatan,  and 
was  made  a  flave  to  the  Indians.  Hearing  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Spaniards  at  Cozumel,  he  obtained  liberty  from 
his  mailer,  and  joined  the  fleet.  From  long  commerce 
with  the  Yucatancfe,  he  had  learned  the  Maja  language 
which  is  fpoken  there,  on  which  account  he  obtained  the 
oflBlce  of  interpreter  to  Cortes. 

Vol.  II.  Mm  From 
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From  Cozuttid  Acy  proceeded  al<>pg  the  coaft  of  the 
pemnfula  of  Yuoatafi  to  (tic  river  Cbiapa,  in  the  province 
of  Tabafco,  by  which  they  advanced  into  the  country^ 
in  barges  and  the  fiAalled  vefTets,  until  they  reached  a 
grove  of  palm-trees,  where  they  landed,  under  pretence 
of  wanting  water  and  provifions,  dircftcd  their  courfc  to 
a  large  village,  which  was  not  quite  two  miles  diftance, 
dotnbating  all  the  Way  with  a  crowd  of  Indians,  who 
annoyed  their  progrefs  with  arrows,  darts,  and  other 
oflfcnfive  weapons,  and  forcing  through  the  paliiadocs 
which  they  had  f>la<ied  for  their  defence.  ITie  Spaniards 
having  made  themfelves  maftcrs  of  the  village,  made  fre- 
quent excurfions  among  the  neighbouring  places,  in  which 
tdiey  had  many  dangerous  ikirmifhes,  until  at  lad  there 
happened  a  dtcifive  engagement  on  the  25th  day  of 
March.  The  battle  was  fought  on  the  plains  of  Ceutia, 
a  village  but  a  little  dlftance  frdm  the  othtr.  The  army 
ef  the  enemy  was  much  fuptrior  in  number  }  but  in  fpitc 
of  their  mililtitude  they  were  entirely  defeated,  on  ac- 
count of  the  fiiperior  difcipline  of  the  Spaniards,  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  arms,  and  the  terror  (truck  into  the  In- 
dians by  the  fize  and  fire  of  their  horfes. .  Eight  hun- 
dred of  the  enemy  remained  dead  upon  the  field.  Of 
the  Spaniards,  one  was  killed,  and  more  than  fixty 
wounded.  This  vi^^ory  was  the  begiflning  of  the  fuc- 
cefe  of  the  Spaniards,  in  memory  of  which  theyfounded 
a  fmall  city  there,  which  they  named  Madonna  delUi 
Tifloria  {cTjy  and  was  afterwards,  for  a  long  time  the  ca- 
pital of  that  province.     They  endeavoured  to  juftify 

their 

(ji)  The  city  of  Vidoria  was  depopulated  entirely  about  the  middle  of  the 
laft  century,  on  account  of  the  frequent  invafions  of  the  Eoglifh.  Anotfadr 
iaM  city  ^a»  afterwards  founded  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  court,  which 
they  called  y^ititibermofa ;  but  the  capital  of  this  province,  where  the  govenMr 
rclides,  is  ttacotlalpan. 
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their  boftilities  by  the  repeated  protcftations  which  they 
made  to  the  natives  btfore  t)iey  ca^e  tetany  engage^ 
meat,  that  they  were  not  com^  into  their  country  to  do 
them  any  injury  as  enemies,  but  folely  as  navigators  nc- 
ceflitated  to  procure,  by  the  exchange  of  their  mcrchan- 
dizes,  the  provifions  which  they  required  to  continue 
their  voyage  ;  to  which  protefts,  the  Indians  anCwered 
with  a  &ower  of  arrows  and  darts.  Cortes  took  foiemo 
poflfeffion  of  that  country  in  the  name  of  bis  fovereign, 
with  a  ftrange  ceremony,  though  agreeable  to  the  cava- 
Ker  cufloms  and  ideas  of  that  century.  He  put  on  his 
fliield,  uniheathed  his  fword,  and  gave  three  ftabs  with 
it  to  a  krge  tree  which  was  in  the  principal  village,  de- 
claring, that  if  any  perfon  durft  oppofehis  pofleiEon,  ho 
would  defend  it  with  that  fword. 

To  confirm  more  formally  the  dominion  of  his  king, 
he  affembied  the  lords  of  that  province,  and  perfuaded 
them  to  render  him  obedience,  and  to  acknowledge  him 
as  their  lawful  fovcreign^  and  to  impreis  them  with  an 
elevated  idea  of  the  power  of  his  king,  he  made  before 
them  a  di(charge  of  the  artillery,  and  by  artifioes  impoC* 
ed  upon  them  the  belief,  that  the  neighing  of  the  bcnrfet 
was  a  mark  of  their  indignation  at  tj[>e  enemies  of  the 
Spaniards.  They  all  appeared  to  acquiefce  in  the  pro- 
pofals  of  the  conqueror,  and  liftcned  with  wonder  and 
pleafure  to  hear  the  firft  truths  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
which  Bartolomeo  de  Olmcdo,  a  learned  divipe,  and 
diaphun  to  the  expedition,  declared  to  them  by  the  in- 
terpreter Aguilar.  They  prcfcnted  afterwards  to  Cortes, 
in  token  of  their  fubmiffion,  fome  little  articles  of  gold, 
feveral  garments  of  coarfe  linen,  as  they  made  ufe  of  no 
Qthers  ia  that  province,  2^nd  twenty  female  flaves,  which 
were  divided  among  the  officers  of  his  troops. 

Among 
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Amoog  tlicfe  was  a  joong  girl  of  noble  birth,  beatttj, 
quick  genius,  and  great  fpirit,  a  native  of  Painaila,  a 
Tillage  of  the  Mexican  province  of  Coatzacoalco  (^). 
Her  father  had  been  a  feudatory  of  the  crown  of  Mexi- 
co»  and  lord  of  feveral  places.  Her  mother  having 
been  left  a  widow,  married  another  noble,  by  whom  (he 
had  a  fon.  The  love  which  they  bore  to  this  fruit  of  their 
marriage,  induced  them  to  pretend  the  death  of  their 
firft-bom  child,  that  the  inheritance  might  fall  wholly 
to  the  laft.  To  make  it  appear  credible,  they  delivered 
her  up  privately  to  (bme  merchants  of  Xicallanco,  a  city 
fituated  upon  the  borders  of  Tabafco,  at  a  time  when 
the  daughter  of  one  of  their  Haves  had  died,  for  whofe 
death  they  made  as  much  mourning  as  if  it  had  been  the 
death  of  their  own.  Thefe  merchants  gave  her  away, 
or  fold  her  to  their  neighbours  of  Tabafco,  who,  laftly, 
prefentcd  her  to  Cortes,  unfufpicious  that  that  fingular 
flave  (hould  contribute  by  her  fpecch  to  the  conqucft  of 
ail  that  land.  Belides  the  native  language  of  her  own 
country,  (he  underftood  the  Maja  language  which  was 
(poken  in  Yucatan  and  Tabafco,  and  in  a  little  time  (he 
learned  the  Spani(h.  Inftruded  readily  in  the  tenets  of 
the  Chriftian  religion^  (he  was  folemnly  baptifed  with 

other 


(«)  In  a  mamificript  hiftory*  which  was  in  the  lihnry  of  the  college  of  St. 
Peter  ind  St.  Paul  of  the  Jcfuits  of  Mexico,  it  it  faid,  that  D.  Marina  was  horn 
in  Hnilotla,  a  Tillage  of  Coatzacoalco.  Gomara,  who  it  copied  hy  Herrera 
and  Torquemada,  layt,  ihe  wai  a  native  of  Xalizco,  and  taken  from  thence  hf 
teie  merchants  of  Xicallanco^  and  carried  to  their  country ;  hot  this  is  moft 
prohahly  falfe;  u  Xalizco  is  more  than  nine  hundred  miles  difbuit  from  Xical- 
lanco, and  it  it  not  known  that  there  was  any  commerce  hctween  thefe  two 
provinces  io  remote  from  each  other.  Bemal  Dias,  who  lived  a  long  time  la 
Coatzacualco,  and  knew  the  mother  and  hrother  of  Marina,  confirms  the  truth 
of  onr  account,  and  ivors  to  have  heard  it  from  Marina  herfelf.  A  tradition 
alfo^  which  u  ftill  prderved  in  Coatxacualco,  conforms  to  what  we  hate  laid. 
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Other  flaves  by  the  name  of  Marina  (/)•  She  wa$  al- 
ways faithful  to  the  Spaniards,  and  her  fervices  to  them 
can  never  be  over-rated;  as  (he  was  not  only  the  inftru- 
ment  of  their  negociations  with  the  Mexicans,  the  Tlafca- 
lans,  and  the  other  nations  of  Anahuac,  but  frequently 
feved  their  lives,  by  warning  them  of  dangers,  and  point- 
ing out  the  means  of  efcaping  them.  She  accompanied 
Cortes  in  all  his  expeditions,  ferving  fometimes  as  an  in- 
terpreter>  fometimes  as  a  counfellor,  and  fometimes  to  her 
misfortune  as  a  miftrefs.  The  fon  which  (he  had  by  that 
conqueror,  who  was  called  Don  Martin  Cortes,  knight 
of  the  military  order  of  St.  Jago,  on  account  of  fome  ill- 
grounded  fufpicions  of  rebellion,  was  put  to  the  torture 
in  Mexico^  in  the  year  1568;  his  iniquitous  and  barba- 
rous judges  paying  no  regard  to  the  memory  of  the  un- 
equalled fervices  rendered  by  the  parents  of  that  illuf- 
trious  fufferer  to  the  Catholic  king  and  all  the  Spanifh 
nation  (g).  After  the  conqueft  (he  was  married  to  a 
refpe^ble  Spaniard,  named  Juan  de  Xaramillo.  Dur- 
ing the  long  and  hazardous  voyage  which  (he  made  in 
company  with  Cortes  to  the  province  of  Honduras,  in 
1524,  (he  had  occafion  in  pafling  through  her  native 
country  to  fee  her  mother  and  her  brother,  who  prefent- 
ed  themfelves  before  her,  bathed  in  tears  and  covered 
with  confufion,  as  they  dreaded  that  from  her  being  in 
power  and  profperity,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Spa- 
niards, 

(/)  The  Mezicant  adapt  the  name  Marma  to  their  language,  and  fay 
Malimtxim^  whence  came  the  name  Maiimbit  by  which  flie  is  kuown  among  the 
Spaniards  of  Mexico. 

(j)  Thofe  who  gave  the  torture  to  Don  Martin  Cortes,  and  put  the  nuir- 
^is  of  the  Vale,  his  brother,  in  prifon,  were  two  formidable  judges  fent  to 
Mexico  by  Philip  II.  The  chief  of  thofe  judges  called  Mugnon,  made  fuch  bar- 
barous deciiions,  that  the  king  being  moved  by  the  complainu  of  the  Mexicans 
againft  him,  recalled  him  to  the  court,  and  gave  him  fb  fevere  and  fo  harfh  a 
reprimand,  that  he  grew  melancholy  and  died. 
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niardft,  (he  would  rcrenge  the  wrongs  whkfa  bad  beetf 
dooe  ro  her  in  her  infancy;  but  Ihe  received  andcare^d 
rbem  with  great  aflfedion,  from  tbe  naturally  gcfl«x>iis 
difpofitioft  of  her  temper,  which  equalled  the  other  excel- 
Itnt  talents  (he  poiefird.  Wchave  thought  proper  not 
to  omit  thoTe  incidents  of  a  woman  who  was  the  firft 
Chrtftian  of  the  Mexican  empire,  who  makes  fo  diflio* 
gttifhed  a  figure  in  the  hiftory  of  the  conqueft,  and  whofe 
name  has  been  and  is  ftill  fo  celebrated,  not  Icfs  among 
the  Mexicans  than  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes  having  made  himfdf  (ccure  of  thctranquiHfty^ 
of  Tabafco,  and  perceiving  that  it  was  not  the  country  to 
yidd  gold,  refblved  to  profecute  his  voyage  and  feek 
for  a  region  more  rich  than  it;  but  aa  the  feftival  of  the 
pafms  drew  near,  he  was  defirous  of  giving  the  nadves 
of  Tabafco  fome  idea  of  the  folemnity  of  the  Chrifttan  re^ 
ligion.  That  day  mafs  was  celebrated  with  all  the  peb- 
ble forms  of  facred  duty ;  the  branches  were  Hefled,  and 
a  folemn  proceffion,  with  martial  mufic,  was  made,  at  aff 
which  the  Indians  were  prefent,  and  liftened  with  af- 
tont(hment  and  awe. 

This  funftion  being  performed,  and  leave  taken  of 
the  lords  of  Tabafco,  the  armament  put  to  fca,  and 
fteering  to  the  weftward,  after  coafting  along  the  pro- 
vince of  Coatzacuaico,  and  cro(fing  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Papaloapan,  it  entered  the  port  of  St.  Juan  dc 
Uhia,  on  Holy  Thurfday,  the  a  ill  of  April.  They 
had  hardly  caft  anchor,  when  they  faw  from  the  (hore  of 
Chalchiubcuecan  two  large  canoes  rowing  towards  their 
admiral,  in  which  were  many  Mexicans  fent  by  the  go- 
vernor of  that  coaft,  to  know  who  they  were  who  had 
arrived  in  that  new  armament,  and  what  tbey  wanted, 
and  to  offer  them  all  the  affiflance  which  they  required 

for: 
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br-iht  ftofecmkm  of  theif  voyctge:  a  piece  of  attention 
^Audi  ihewed  the  vigilance  and  hofpitality  of  that  nation. 
Having  come  on  board  of  the  commander's  ship,  and 
prdcntcd  rfjcmfekes  to  Cortes  in  forms  of  civility,  they 
cxpbtffcd -their  corfinHflk)n  by  mfeads  of  Donna  Marina 
and  Aguilar,  as  from  her  not  underftanding  the  Spanilh, 
uor  he  the  Mexican,  it  was  neceffary  at  thefe  firft  con- 
fierelices  with  the  Mexicans,  ro  employ  three  languages 
and  two  interpreters.  Donna  Marina  explained  to  Agui- 
hur  in  the  Maja  tongnc  what  the  Mexicans  faid  to  her  in 
tfadr  language,  and  Aguilar  repeated  it  in  Spaniih  to 
€ortes.  This  general  courteoufly  received  the  Mexicans, 
and  knowing  how  acceptable  the  European  toys  had 
been  to  them  the  year  before,  anfwered,  that  he  had 
come  into  that  country  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
traffidc  with  them,  and  to  treat  with  their  king  about 
ibme  afiairs  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  in  order  to 
donciliate  their  favour,  he  made  them  tafte  fome  SpanUh 
wine,,  and  prcfented  them  with  feme  fmall  trifles  which 
he  judged  would  be  worthy  their  acknowledgment  (b). 

On 

(i)  Torqaemada  fays,  that  Montezuma  having  been  apprifed  of  the  new 
annament  which  his  ccntincU,  wh«  were  placed  on  the  mountains,  fapid  obTerr- 
cd,  immediately  difpatched  his  amhafladers  to  pay  worfhip  to  the  ima^ncd  god 
Qoetzalcoatl;  they  proceeding  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  the  port  of  Chal- 
thiuhcuecan,  went  inftantly  on  board  of  the  admiral,  on  the  very  day  of  the 
STrival  of  the  Spaniards;  that  Cortes,  attending  to  their  error  and  willing  to 
profit  by  it,  received  them  fitting  upon  a  high  throne  that  had  haftily  been 
formed,  where  he  fuffered  himfclf  to  be  adored,  to  be  clothed  in  the  facerdotal 
habit  of  Quetzalcoatl,  a  necklace  of  gems  to  be  put  about  his  neck,  and  a  helmet 
or  vizor  of.  gold,  fet  with  gems,  to  be  put  on  his  head,  &c.  but  this  is  unqoeftion- 
aUy  fidlfe.  The  fleet  departed  from  the  river  of  Tabafco  on  Holy  Mon- 
day, and  arrived  on  Thnrfday  at  the  port  of  Ulua.  The  mountains  of 
Toditlan  and  Midlan,  from  whence  the  fieet  could  mod  quickly  be  difco* 
vered,  are  not  leis  than  three  huudred  miles  diftant  from  the  capital,  nor 
are  they  leis  than  two  hundred  from  the  port  of  Ulua :  fo  that  had  it  even  been 
poflible  to  have  defcriied  the  fleet  the  very  day  on  which  it  left  Tabafco,  it  was 

impoflible 
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On  the  firft  day  of  Eafter,  after  the  Spaniards  had  land- 
cd)  and  difembarked  their  cavalry  and  artillery^  and  had, 
with  the  afEftance  of  the  Mexicans,  made  barracks  of  the 
branches  of  trees  upon  that  fandy  (bore,  where  at  prc- 
fcnt  (lands  the  city  of  new  Vera  Cruz,  two  Mexican 
governors  of  that  coall,  named  Teuhtnie  and  Cuitlalpi- 
toc  (i),  arrived  there  with  a  great  retinue  of  attendants. 
Ceremonies  of  civility  and  refped  being  exchanged  on 
both  fides,  before  any  conference  took  place,  Cortes,  not 
Jefs  for  the  (ake  of  profpering  his  future  defigns,  than  of 
giving  that  idolatrous  nation  fome  idea  of  the  ChrifUan 
religion,  ordered  that  mafs  (hould  be  celebrated  in  their 
prefence.  On  this  occafion,  therefore,  it  was  fung  with 
all  pebble  folemnity  for  the  firft  time  in  the  dommions  of 
Mexico. 

He  invited  them  afterwards  to  dine  with  him  and  his 
officers,  in  order  to  obtain  their  good  will  towards  him 
by  courtefies.  As  foon  as  they  rofe  from  table,  he  led 
them  afide  to  communicate  his  pretenfions  to  them.  He 
told  them  that  he  was  a  fubjefl  of  Don  Carlos  of  Auf- 
tria,  the  greateft  king  of  the  Eaft,  whofe  bounty,  grand- 
eur, and  power,  he  extolled  with  moft  magnificent 
praifes ;  and  added,  that  this  great  monarch  knowing 
of  that  land,  and  of  the  lord  who  reigned  there, 
fent  him  to  make  him  a  vifit  in  his  ^  name,  and  to 
communicate  to  him  in  perfon  fome  affairs  of  great 
importance  J  and  that  therefore  he  would  be  glad  to 

know 

impoffible  far  the  ambafladon  to  hare  airiTed  there  on  Thurfday.  Befidet, 
there  u  no  memory  of  fach  an  event  in  any  author,  it  rather  appears  firom  the 
account  o£  Bemal  Diat  to  be  totally  falfe,  and  that  the  Mexicans  were  now  fen- 
fible  of  their  error  into  which  they  had  been  led  by  the  firft  fleet  which  had 
appeared  there. 

{i)  Bemal  Diax  writes  TenJili  inftead  of  Tcuhtlile,  and  PitalfUoque  m  phce 
of  CoicUlpitoc.  Herrera  calk  it  PUmlpiUt^  and  Soils,  and  RobmfoD,  wh« 
thought  to  amend  it»  PilfaUc, 
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know  when  it  would  pleafe  their  lopd  to  hear  his  em* 
bafly.  **  Yon  arc  fcarccly  arrived  in  this  land,**  an- 
fwered  Teuhtlile,  "  and  yet  you  defirc  immediately. to 
"  fee  our  king.  I  have  liftened  with  pleafure  to  what 
**  you  have  told  me  concerning  the  grandeur  and  bounty 
**  of  your  fovereign ;  but  know,  that  our  king  is  not 
**  lefs  bountiful  and  great ;  I  rather  wonder  that  there 
**  ihould  exift  another  in  the  world  more  powerful  than 
^  he ;  but  as  you  aflert  it,  I  will  make  it  known  to  my 
**  fovereign,  from  whofe  goodnefs  I  truft,  that  he  wiU 
"  not  only  have  pleafure  in  receiving  intelligence  of  that 
**  great  prince,  but  will  likewife  do  honour  to  his  am- 
••  baflador.  Accept,  in  the  mean  time,  this  prefcnt 
**  which  I  offer  you  in  his  name.**  Upon  which  taking 
out  from  a  fetlacalliy  or  little  baflcet  of  woven  reeds^ 
feveral  admirable  pieces  of  workmanfhip  of  gold,  he 
prefented  them  to  Cortes,  with  various  works  of  fea* 
tfaers,  ten  loads  of  garments  of  fine  cotton,  and  a  conii* 
derable  quantity  of  provifions  (k). 

Cortes  accepted  the  prcfent  with  fingular  demonftra- 
tions  of  gratitude,  and  returned  for  them  things  of  fmali 
value,  though  equally  prized  by  them,  cither  becaufc 
they  were  entirely  new  in  that  country,  or  from  the 
brilliancy  of  their  appearance.  Teuhtlile  had  brought 
many  painters  with  him,  in  order  that  by  dividing  the 
objefts  among  them  of  which  the  armament  confifteJ, 
they  might  in  a  {hort  time  copy  them  all ;  and  that  their 

Vol.  II.  N  n  king 

(i)  Soils  and  Robertfon  make  Teuhtlile  general  of  the  armies,  and  deprive 
him  o£  the  dvil  government  of  that  coaft,  whereas  we  know  the  contrary 
from  Bemal  Diaz,  Gomara,  and  other  ancient  hiftorians.  Thoi^  authors  fay 
bciides,  that  in  the  beginning  Teuhtlile  oppofed  Cortes  in  his  defign  of  going 
to  the  court,  but  it  appears  from  the  teftimony  of  ancient  and  better  hiftorians, 
he  did  not  oppoic  him  until  he  had  a  politive  order  from  his  king  to  that  pur- 
pofe. 
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lung  might  have  the  pleafure  of  beholding,  with  his 
own  eyes,  all  the  wonders  which  they  had  to  relate  ta 
him.  Cortes  perceiving  their  intention,  in  order  to  fur- 
nifli  their  painters  with  a  fubjeA  capable  of  making  a 
grander  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  their  king,  command- 
ed his  cavalry  to  mufter  on  the  beach,  and  go  througli 
fome  military  evolutions,  and  the  artillery  to  be  dif- 
charged  in  a  volley.  Both  orders  were  obfcrved,  and 
the  exhibition  attended  to  with  all  the  ftupor  and  amaze- 
ment imaginable  by  the  two  governors,  their  numerous 
retinue,  and  crowd  of  followers,  which,  as  Gomara  af- 
frms,  coniifted  of  more  than  four  thoufand  Indians.. 
Teuhtlile  took  notice  of  a  gilded  vifor,  or  malk,  which, 
from  its  refemblance  to  that  belonging  to  one  of  the 
prindpal  idols  of  Mexico,  he  demanded  from  Cortes 
that  they  might  (hew  it  to  their  king ;  and  Cortes  grant- 
ed it,  on  condition  of  having  it  returned  to  him  ftill  of 
gold  duft,  under  a  pretence  that  he  defired  to  fee 
whether  the  gold,  which  was  dug  from  the  mines  of 
Mexico,  was  the  fame  as  that  of  his  native  country  (/)• 
As  foon  as  the  paintings  were  finiihed,  Teuhtlile  took 
a  friendly  leave  of  Cortes,  propofing  to  return  in  a  few 
days  with  the  anfwer  of  his  fovereign,  and  deputing 
Cuttlalpitoc  in  his  place,  that  he  might  provide  the 
Spaniards  with  every  thing  neceflary,  he  departed  for 
Cuitlachtlan,  the  place  of  his  ufual  refidence:  from 
whence  he  carried  in  perfon  the  intelligence,  the  paint- 
ings, and  prefent  from  the  Spanifli  general,  as  Bernal 
Diaz  and  Torquemada  affirm;  or  he  fent  them  all,  as 

Solis 


(/)  Seme  hifioriant  fiiy,  tint  Corte»  in  demanding  the  ▼Ifor  to  be  filled  with 
g«ld,  pretended  that  he  and  hit  companions  fuffercd  a  certain  difcafe  of  the 
heart,  which,  they  (aid,  could  not  be  cored  by  any  other  remedy  than  thia 
precioiu  metal,  hot  that  imporu  little  at  to  the  fabftance  of  the  UA* 
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SoHs  conjcfturcs,  by  the  pofts,  or  couriers,  who  were 
ftationed  on  the  highway;,  always  ready  to  run  with 
defpatches. 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine  the  uneafinefs  and  perplexity  into 
which  Montezuma  was  thrown  by  the  news  of  that  ar- 
mament, and  the  diilinA  information  he  had  of  the  cha- 
raftcr  of  thofc  ftrangers,  the  fire  of  their  horfes,  and 
the  deftruftive  violence  of  their  arms.  As  he  was  emi- 
nentiy  fuperflitious,  he  made  his  gods  be  confulted  with 
refpcft  to  their  pretenfions,  and  he  received  for  anfwer, 
as  is  reported,  that  he  ought  never  to  admit  that  new 
people  into  his  court.  Whether  this  oracle,  as  fomc 
authors  are  perfuaded,  came  from  the  devil,  who  deli- 
vered it,  in  order  to  keep  every  path  fhut  to  the  gof- 
pel,  or  as  we  apprehend  from  the  pricfts,  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  themfelves  and  the  nation,  Montezuma 
refolved  from  that  time  to  refufe  admiflion  to  the  Spa- 
niards; but  that  he  might  appear  to  aft  with  propriety, 
and  to  follow  the  drdates  of  his  own  genius,  he  fent  an 
cmbafly  to  them  with  a  prefent  entirely  worthy  of  his 
royal  magnificence.  The  ambaflador  was  a  great  per- 
fonage  of  the  court,  not  a  little  fimilar  in  (lature  and 
ihape  to  the  Spanifli  general,  as  an  eye-witnefs  has  re- 
ported (jny.  Seven  days  were  hardly  elapfed  after  the 
departure  of  Teuhtlile,  before  he  returned,  accompany- 
ing the  ambaflador,  conducing  alfo  more  than  an  hun- 
dred men  of  burden,  who  carried  the  prefent  («).    As 

foon 

(at)  Bernal  Diaz. 

(«)  Bernal  Diaz  calls  this  ambaflador  ^uhtalS^rf  bvt  fach  a  name  neither  it 
nor  can  be  Mexican.  Robertfon  fays,  that  the  lame  officers  who  had  hitherto 
treated  with  Cortes,  were  charged  to  bear  the  royal  anfwer  to  him,  and  makes 
no  mention  of  the  ambafl*ador;  but  both  Bernal  Diaz,  an  eye<^witnefs,  and 
4>ther  Spaniih  and  Indian  hiftorians,  affirm  what  we  hare  laid.  Solis,  in  confi« 
4ler3tiQQ  of  the  ihort  intcnral  of  (even  days,  and  the  difiance  of  ferenty  leagues, 

between 
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fooo  as  the  ambaflador  was  come  into  the  prefcnce  of 
Cortes,  he  touched  the  earth  with  his  hand,  and  then 
lifted  it  to  his  mouth,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe 
nations,  ofiered  (o)  incenfe  to  the  general  and  other  of- 
ficers who  were  befide  him,  faluted  them  rcfpcafiillf, 
and  fitting  down  upon  a  feat  which  Cortes  placed  for 
him,  pronounced  his  harangue,  which  was  a  congratu* 
lation  to  that  general,  in  the  name  of  his  king,  upon 
his  happy  arrival  in  that  country;  an  intimation  of  the 
pleafure  he  had  received  in  knowing  that  men  fo  gallant 
and  brave  had  landed  in  his  kingdom,  and  in  hearing 
the  news  which  they  had  brought  from  fo  great  a  mo- 
narch ;  and  to  exprefs  how  acceptable  his  gift  had  been : 
upon  which,  in  token  of  his  royal  pleafure  he  had  ieot 
him  that  prefent.  Having  faid  this,  he  made  fome  fine 
mats  and  cotton  ck)ths  be  fpread  upon  the  gniund,  upon 
which  were  placed  in  order  and  form  the  whole  fuUlance 
of  the  prefent.  It  confided  of  varidus  works  of  gold 
and  filver,  ftill  more  valuable  on  account  of  the  won* 
derftil  workmanfiiip  than  of  thofe  precious  metals,  among 
which  fome  were  gems  admhubly  fet,  and  others  figures 
of  lions,  tygers,  apes,  and  other  animals ;  of  thirty 
loads  or  bales  of  the  very  fined  cotton,  of  various  co- 
loors,  and  in  part  interwoven  with  the  mod  beautiful 

feadiersj 

Vtwvdi  lliat  pert  tnd  tlw  cipittl,  conVl  mit  be  perftttded  tint  la  MnbtflUor 
ctme  at  that  time;  Wt  haviDf  faid  a  Uttk  before,  tbat  the  Mezicao  poAB  were 
more  diligent  than  the  European  pofts,  it  it  not  wonderfbi  that  in  one  day,  «r 
a  little  more,  they  (honld  have  carried  intelligence  of  the  fleet  to  the  court,  and 
the  ambaflador  fliould  have  come  in  four  or  five  days  after  in  a  litter,  bocne  on 
the  ihottldert  o£  the  dune  pdftt,  «a  was  the  cuflom  aawi^g  thofe  people.  As 
the  U&  u  not  improbable,  we  ought  rather  to  belterc  Benud  Dmrn^  who  wae 
an  eye-witneft. 

(•)  The  ofieringof  iacenie  to  the  Spaniardt,  akhough  it  wa»  merely  apiaoe 
of  ciTil  coortcfy,  and  the  name  TamMm  (lords  or  g enckuen),  by  which  thef 
are  addrefled,  being  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  of  7Wi»  (godi^  M^  t^^o^  ^ 
lieve  that  they  were  imagined  to  be  gods  by  the  Mexicans. 
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feuhers;  of  feveral  exccilcDt  works  of  feathers,  embel- 
liflicd  with  many  little  figures  of  gold ;  and  a  vifor  full 
qf  gold  in  duft,  as  Cortes  defired,  valued  at  fifteen  hiin* 
dred  fequins:  but  the  moil  valuable  things  of  the  whole 
were  two  wheels,  the  one  of  gold,  the  other  of  filver  j 
that  of  gold,  reprefenting,  as  we  have  faid  already,  the 
Mexican  century,  had  the  image  of  the  fun  engraved  in 
the  middle,  round  which  were  different  figures  in  ba6 
relief.  The  circumference  of  it  was  thirty  palms  of  To- 
ledoj.  and  the  value  of  it  ten  thou(and  fequins  (p).  The 
one  of  filver,  in  which  the  Mexican  year  was  reprefent*. 
ed,  was  ftill  larger,  with  a  moon  in  the  middle,  fur«* 
rounded  alfo  with  figures  in  bafs  relief.  The  Spaniards 
were  not  lefs  amazed  than  pleafed  with  the  view  of  fuch 
rkbes.  **  This  prefent,"  added  the  ambafiador,  ad- 
drefling  himfelf  to  Cortes,  **  my  fovcreign  fends  for  you 
«<  and  your  companions  ;  as  for  your  king,  he  will  in 
^  a  fliort  time  fend  fome  jewels  of  ineftimable  value. 
^^  In  the  mean  whiie,  you  may  remain  upon  this  ihore 
^^  as  long  as  it  may  be  agreeable,  to  repofe  after  the 
**  fatigues  of  fo  Umg  a  voyage,  and  to  provide  your- 
**  felvcs  with  neceflaries  to  return  to  your  native  coun- 
try. If  you  defire  any  other  thing  of  this  country 
for  your  Sovereign,  it  ihail  be  given  you  immediatdy ; 
but  with  refpcft  to  your  demand  of  vifiting  our  court, 
^^  I  am  charged  to  difibade  you  from  (o  difficult  and 
^^  hazardous  a  journey,  as  the  way  to  it  lies  through 
^^  uninhabited  defarts,  and  the  countries  of  enemies.^' 
Cortes  received  the  prefent  with  the  moil  particular  ex- 
preffions  of  gradtude  for  the  royal  beneficence,  and 

made 


(/)  There  is  a  great  difference  among  anthort  rdjpe^ing  the  vake  of  the 
plate;  hut  we  give  more  fahh  to  Bemal  Diaz  who  knew  it  well,  than  to  one 
who  was  to  have  his  Ihare  in  the  prefent  £rom  Montezunuu 


cc 
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made  the  bed  returns  to  it  in  his  power;  but  without 
abandoning  his  requeft,  he  begged  of  the  ambaflador 
to  reprefent  to  the  king  the  dangers  and  diftrefles  which 
they  had  fuffered  in  their  navigation,  and  the  difpleafure 
which  his  fovereign  would  feel  when  he  found  his  hopes 
fruftrated;  that  befides,  neither  dangers  nor  fatigues 
were  fufficient  to  divert  the  Spaniards  from  their  under- 
takings. The  ambaiTador  agreed  to  make  this  report 
to  the  king,  and  politely  took  leave  of  Cortes  along 
with  Tcuhtlile ;  Cuitlalpitoc  being  left  behind  with  a 
va/l  number  of  people,  in  a  hamlet  which  they  had 
formed  of  fmall  huts,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  camp 
of  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes,  in  the  midft  of  all  that  profperity  which  he 
had  hitherto  met  with,  perceived  that  he  could  not  long 
remain  at  that  (lation ;  for  befides  the  inconvenience  of 
heat  and  infe&s,  which  fwarm  upon  that  ihore,  he  was 
apprehenfive  of  fome  damage  to  his  ihips  from  the  north 
wind,  to  which  that  harbour  is  expofed ;  on  which  ac- 
count he  defpatched  two  vefTels,  under  the  command  of 
Montejo,  to  coaft  along  the  ihore,  towards  Panuco,  and 
find  another  more  fecure  port.  They  returned  in  a  few 
days  with  the  intelligence  of  having  found,  thirty-fix 
miles  from  Uiua,  a  fufficient  harbour,  near  to  a  city 
placed  in  a  flrong  fituation. 

In  the  mean  time,  Teuhtlile  returned  to  the  camp  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  after  taking  Cortes  afide  with  the  in- 
terpreters, he  told  him,  that  his  lord  Montezuma  grate- 
fully accepted  the  new  prefent  which  he  had  fent  him ; 
and  that  that  which  he  had  fent  on  his  part  now  was 
deflined  for  the  great  king  of  Spain ;  that  he  wifhed  him 
all  fort  of  happinefs,  but  that  he  dcfired  no  more  me£^- 
ges  to  be  fent  to  him,  nor  to  hear  any  farther  propofitions 

of 
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of  a  vlfit  to  his  court.  The  prcfent  for  the  Catholic 
king  confided  of  various  works  of  gold,  which  were  efti- 
mated  to  be  worth  fifteen  hundred  fequins,  ten  bales  of 
moft  curious  robes  of  feathers,  and  of  four  gems,  fo 
highly  valued  by  the  Mexicans,  that,  according  to  what 
Teuhtlile  himfelf  aflirraed,  each  was  worth  a  load  of 
gold.  •  That  undifceming  king  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
fhould  induce  the  Spaniards  by  his  liberality  to  abandon 
that  country,  and  did  not  refled  that  the  love  of  gold  is 
a  paflion  which  grows  by  what  it  feeds  on.  Cortes  was 
mortified  with  the  reftifal  of  the  king ;  but  he  did  not 
give  up  his  intention,  the  native  conftancy  of  his  temper 
being  ftrengthened  by  the  alluring  profpeft  of  riches. 

Teuhtlile,  before  he  departed,  obferved,  that  the 
Spaniards  on  hearing  the  flroke  of  the  bell  for  Ave 
Mary,  kneeled  down  before  a  holy  crofs,  and  in  wonder 
at  it,  afked  why  they  adored  that  piece  of  wood.  Upon 
this  Olmedo  took  occafion  to  explain  to  him  the  firfl  ar- 
ticles of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  reprefented  to  him 
the  abomination  of  worfhipping  idols,  and  the  inhuman- 
ity of  their  facrifices.  But  his  difcourfe  was  not  com- 
prehended, and  the  attempt  proved  fruitlefs. 

The  following  day  the  Spaniards  found  themfelves  fo 
deferted  by  the  Mexicans,  that  there  was  not  one  to  be 
feen  on  all  the  coaft  ;  this  was  unqueftionably  the  eflcA 
of  the  order  given  by  their  king  to  recall  all  the  people 
with  the  provifions  deftincd  for  thofe  ftrangers,  if  they 
pcrfifted  in  their  daring  refolution.  A  novelty  of  this 
kind  caufed  a  fudden  conftemation  among  the  Spaniards, 
as  they  dreaded  every  moment  the  whole  power  of  that 
vaft  empire  might  pour  down  upon  their  miferable  camp.  - 
Upon  which,  Cortes  made  their  provifions  be  fecured  in 
the  fhlps,  and  ordered  his  troops  to  be  armed  for  their 

de- 
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defence.  It  is  certain  that  Montezuma,  upon  thi»  as 
well  as  on  many  other  occafions,  might  eafilj  have  totally 
deftroycd  thofc  few  (bangers  who  were  to  bring  fb  many 
misfortunes  upon  him  ;  but  Providence  preferved  theitt 
to  become  the  inftmments  of  his  riews  in  that  new 
world.  We  do  not  mean  to  juftify  the  defign  and  con- 
dud  of  the  conquerors,  but  neither  can  we  avoid  tracing 
in  the  feries  (^  the  conqueft  the  deftiny  which  prepared 
the  ruin  of  that  empire. 

On  the  fame  day,  during  this  ftate  of  fufpenfe  of  the 
Spaniards,  two  foldiers  who  kept  guard  without  the 
camp,  faw  fire  men  coming  towards  them,  different  in 
fome  degree  from  the  Mexicans  in  their  drefs  and  in  their 
ornaments,  who  upon  being  conduded  to  the  Spaniih 
general,  faidin  Mexican,  as  their  own  language  was  not 
underftood,  that  they  were  of  the  nation  of  the  Totana- 
cas,  and  fent  by  the  lord  of  Chempoalla,  a  city  twenty- 
four  miles  diitant  from  that  place,  to  pay  his  rcfpeOs  to 
them,  to  know  who  they  were  and  whence  they  came, 
and  to  rcqucft  them  to  repair  to  that  city,  where  they 
would  be  kindly  received ;  adding,  that  they  had  not 
approached  the  camp  fooncr  for  fear  of  the  Mexicans. 
The  lord  of  Chempoalla  was  one  of  thofc  feudatories, 
who  lived  impatient  under  the  Mexican  yoke.  Having 
heard  of  the  viftory  obtained  by  the  Spaniards  in  Ta- 
bafco,  and  then*  arrival  at  that  port,  he  thought  the  occa- 
fion  the  moft  favourable  to  throw  off  the  Mexican  yoke, 
with  the  afliftancc  of  fuch  brave  people.  Cortes,  who 
wifhed  for  nothing  more  eameftly  than  fuch  an  alliance, 
after  informing  himfelf  fufficienrly  of  the  ftate  and  con- 
dition of  the  Totonacas,  and  the  wrongs  they  fufiered 
frdm  the  great  power  of  the  Mexicans,  anfwcrcd,  with 

thanks 
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thanks  to  the  Chempoallefe  chief  for  his  courtefy,  and  a 
promife  to  vifit  him  without  delay* 

He  immediately  publiihed  his  departure  for  Chem« 
poalla ;  but  before  that,  it  was  ncceflary  to  overcome 
ibme  obftacles  to  it,  which  his  own  foldiers  threw  in  the 
way.  Some  adherents  to  the  governor  of  Cuba,  tired 
out  with  the  hardihips  which  they  fuifered,  intimidated 
by  the  dangers  which  now  prefcnted  themfelves,  and  be- 
come defirous  of  repofe,  and  longing  for  the  convenien- 
cies  and  comforts  of  their  homes,  mod  eameftly  conjur^ 
ed  the  general  to  return  to  Cuba,  exaggerating  the  fcar- 
dty  of  their  provifions,  and  the  rafhnefs  of  fo  great  aa 
tmdertakiog,  as  to  oppofe,  with  fo  fmall  a  number  of  fol- 
tiiers,  the  vaft  power  of  the  king  of  Mexico ;  efpecially^ 
after  they  had  loft  on  thofe  fands  thirty-five  men,  part 
cf  thofe  by  the  wounds  received  hi  the  battle  of  Tabaf- 
CO,  part  from  the  unwholefemenefs  of  the  air  of  that 
fiiore.  Cortes,  by  means  of  prefents  and  promifes,  aild 
M>  by  means  of  a  Uttle  feverity  opportunely  exerted, 
and  other  arts  fuggefted  to  him  by  his  fertility  of  genius^ 
ib  well  managed  his  corps,  that  he  not  only  pacified  the 
^fcontented,  and  induced  them  to  remain  willingly  ia 
that  country ;  but,  proceeding  farther  in  his  negoda- 
tkms,  brought  it  about  that  the  army^  in  the  name  of 
the  king,  and  without  any  dependance  on  the  governor 
<if  Cuba,  ftiould  confirm  bim  in  the  fupreme  civil  and 
tnilitary  command  j  and  that  on  account  of  the  expenfes 
^ready,  and  ho-eafter  to  be  laid  out  by  him  upon  the 
armament,  a  fifth  part  of  the  goM  which  might  be  ac- 
<]Ufred  fhould  be  afligned  to  him ;  after  thcfliare  belong- 
ing to  their  king  was  dedu6led.  He  alfo  created  ma- 
^ftrates,  and  appointed  all  other  oflScers  proper  for  a 
colony,  which  he  intended  to  plant  on  that  coaft. 

Vol.  II.  O  o  Hay 
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Having  furmounted  theie  difficulties,  and  taken  fuita« 
ble  meafares  for  the  execution  of  his  great  defigns,  he 
began  his  march  with  the  troops.  His  intention  was  not 
only  to  recruit  the  ftrength  of  his  fatigued  people,  who 
had  fufFered  from  that  unhealthy  (hore,  and  to  fcek  new 
alliances,  but  likewife  to  choofe  a  good  fituation  for  the 
foundation  of  the  colony,  as  Chempoalla  was  upon  the 
way  to  Chiahuitztla  (y),  the  new  harbour  difcoveredby 
Montejo.  The  little  army  marched  with  a  part  of  the 
artillery  towards  Chempoalla  in  cautious  order,  well  pre- 
pared to  defend  itfelf,  if  they  fhould  chance  to  be  attack- 
ed either  by  the  Totonacas,  of  whofe  fincerity  they  were 
not  perfcftly  fecure,  or  by  the  Mexicans  whom  they 
fuppofed  they  had  offended  by  their  refolution  ;  a  cau- 
tion which  no  good  general  ever  thought  fuperfluous, 
and  which  was  never  negle^ed  by  Cortes  in  times  oi 
the  greateft  profperity,  always  of  ufe  to  maintain  mili- 
tary difcipline,  and  in  general  neceffary  for  fecurity. 
The  ihips  proceeded  along  fhorc  to  the  port  of  Chia- 
huitztla. 

When  they  arrived  within  three  miles  of  Chempo- 
alla, twenty  refpeAable  Chempoallefe  inhabitants  came 
out  to  meet  the  army,  and  prefcnted  to  Cortes  a  refrefh- 
ment  of  ananas,  tod  other  fruits,  in  the  name  of  their 
lord,  and  made  his  excufe  that  he  had  not  come  in  per- 
fon  to  meet  him,  as  he  was  prevented  from  doing  fo. 
They  entered  the  city,  in  the  order  of  battle,  being  fuf- 
picious  of  fome  treachery  from  the  inhabitants.  A  light 
horfeman  having  advanced  as  far  as  the  greater  fquare  of 
the  city,  and  feeing  a  baftion  of  the  palace  of  that  lord, 
which,  on  account  of  its  having  beenfrefh  whitened  and 

well 

(f)  Solii  and  Robcrtfoo  give  to  Chiahuititla  the  oaiq^  of  ifSdj/Ut^  wludi 
Bcither  it  nor  can  be  Mexican. 
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^cll  polifhed^  made  a  bright  reflexion  of  the  fun,  he 
imagined  it  was  filver,  and  returned  full  fpeed  to  ac- 
quaint the  general  of  it.  This  incident  is  fufficient  to 
(hew,  how  much  the  mind  may  be  deceived  and  delud- 
ed by  the  predominance  of  any  particular  paiGon.  The 
Spaniards  proceeded  through  the  flreets,  not  lefs  de- 
lighted than  amazed  at  feeing  fuch  a  city,  the  largeft 
which  they  had  feen  in  the  New  World,  fo  full  of  inha- 
bitants and  beautiful  gardens.  Some,  on  account  of  its 
largenefs,  called  it  Seville^  and  others  Villaviciofa^  on  ac- 
count of  its  pleafantnefs  (r). 

When  they  arrived  at  the  greater  temple,  the  lord 
of  that  ftate  came  to  receive  them  at  the  entrance  j 
though  inaftive  on  account  of  his  immoderate  fatncfs,  he 
was  a  perfon  of  difcemment  and  fome  genius.  After 
having  faluted  according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  country, 
and  offered  incenfe  to  the  general,  he  took  leave,  pro- 
miiing  to  return  as  foon  as  they  had  repofed  after  the 
fatigues  of  their  journey.  The  whole  Spanifli  troop 
were  lodged  in  large  handfome  buildings,  within  the 
enclofure  of  the  temple,  which  were  either  built  on  pur- 
pofe  for  the  accommodation  of  ftrangers,  or  deftined 
for  the  habitation  of  the  minifters  of  the  idols.  Here 
they  were  well  entertained,  and  provided  with  every 
thing  they  wanted  at  the  expenfe  of  that  lord,  wfio  re- 
turned to  them  after  dinner,  in  a  portable  chair  or  lit- 
ter, 

(r)  We  cannot  doubt  of  the  tncient  greatnefs  of  Cheoipoalla,  confidering 
the  teftimony  of  authors  who  faw  it,  and  the  extent  of  its  ruins.  It  if  im- 
poifible  to  conclude  any  thing  about  it,  from  the  accoimt  given  by  Torquema- 
da,  aa  in  one  place  he  makes  the  inhabitants  amount  to  twenty  or  thirty  thon- 
land,  in  another  place  to  fifty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eleven,  and  in  the  In- 
dex to  Vol.  I.  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  To  Chempoalla  the  fame 
thing  occurred  which  happened  to  all  the  other  cities  of  the  New  World,  that 
it,  that  with  difeal'es,  and  the  veratioos  of  the  fixtecnth  century,  it  gradually 
dwindled  until  at  laft  it  was  entirely  depopulated. 
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ter,  ftcconpanied  by  a  number  of  nobility.  la  the  fe- 
cret  conference  which  he  had  with  him,  Cortes,  by 
means  of  his  interpreters,  boafled  the  grandeur  audi 
power  of  his  fovereign,  by  whom  he  was  fent  into  that 
country,  and  charged  with  feveral  commiflions  of  the 
titmoft  importance,  and  amongft  others,  an  injnndion  to 
fiiccour  and  relieve  oppreffcd  innocence.  **  If  thero- 
**  fore,"  he  added,  **  I  can  ferve  you  in  any  thing  with 
**  my  perfon  and  my  troops,  name  it  to  me,  I  wilJ  do  k 
^  cheerfully."  On  hearing  thefc  propolals,  the  Cbem- 
poallefe  chief  fetched  a  deep  iigh,  which  was  followed 
by  a  bitter  complaint  of  the  misfortunes  of  his  nation. 
He  told  him,  that  the  ftate  of  the  Totonacas  had,  from 
time  immemorial,  been  free,  and  governed  by  lords  of 
their  own  nation ;  but  within  a  few  years  fince,  had 
been  oppreffcd  with  the  rigorous  yoke  of  the  Mexicam, 
who,  on  the  contrary,  fix)m  a  humble  commencement, 
had  raifed  themfelves  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  grandeur,  by  a 
firm  and  ileady  alliance  with  the  kings  pf  Acolhuacan 
and  Tlacopan;  that  they  had  rendered  themfchres  maf- 
ters  of  all  that  land;  that  their  power  was  exccffive, 
and  their  tyranny  in  proportion  5  that  the  king  of  Mex- 
ico engroffed  to  himfclf  the  gold  of  his  fubgefts,  and  that 
the  receivers  of  the  tributes,  beiides  other  cruelties  and 
opprelEon,  demanded  of  the  tributaries  their  fons  for 
facrifices,  and  their  daughters  for  violation.  Cortes  ap- 
peared moved  with  compaiSon  for  his  misfortunes,  and 
offered  to  give  him  his  ailiftance  in  every  thing;  defer- 
ring until  another  occafion  to  treat  of  the  manner  of  do- 
mg  It;  as  he  was  then  preffcd  to  go  to  Chiahuitztia  to 
examine  into  the  ftate  of  his  veffels.  At  this  vifit  the 
Cbempoallefe  chief  made  him  a  prefent  of  fomc  works 
of  gold,  which  it  is  faid  were  worth  a  thoufand  fequins. 

The 
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The  next  day  four  hundred  men  of  burden  prefented 
tfaemfelves  to  Cortes,  being  fent  to  faim  by  that  lord  to 
tranfport  his  baggage}  and  it  was  then  he  learned  from 
donna  Marina  the  cuflom  which  prevailed  among  thc^c 
nations,  to  ftiraifh  of  their  own  accord,  without  any 
motive  of  intereft,  fuch  people  of  burden  to  every  re- 
^>eAable  perfon  who  pafled  through  their  city. 

From  Chempoalla,  the  Spaniards  advanced  to  Chia- 
huitztla,  a  fmall  city,  fituated  upon  a  fleep  and  rocky 
moontain,  a  little  more  than  twelve  miles  from  6hem- 
poalla  towards  the  north,  and  three  from  the  new  port. 
Here  Cortes  had  another  conference  with  the  lord  of 
chat  city,  and  the  lord  of  Chempoalla,  who,  for  this  pur* 
pofe,  made  himfelf  be  tranfported  hither.  At  the  fame 
time  that  they  were  ddiberating  upon  the  means  of  rc- 
leafing  tfaemfelves  from  the  Mexican  yoke,  there  arriv- 
ed at  that  city,  with  a  great  retinue,  five  noble  Mexi- 
cans, the  receivers  of  the  royal  tributes,  who  expreffed 
the  utmofl:  indignation  againft  the  Totonacas,  for  having 
dared  to  receive  thefc  ftrangers  without  the  royal  con- 
fent,  and  demanded  twenty  human  vi^Ums  to  facrifice  to 
tbetr  gods  in  expiation  of  their  crime.  The  whole  city 
was  didurbed,  and  particularly  the  two  lords,  who  con^ 
fidered  tfaemfelves  the  mod  guilty.  Cortes  faaving  learn- 
ed frcm  donna  Marina  tfae  caufe  of  tfadr  difquiet,  found 
am  extraordinary  expedient  to  relieve  tfaem  from  tfaeir 
embarrafiment.  He  fbggefted  to  tfae  two  lords  tfae  bold 
deiign  of  apprefaending  tfae  royal  receivers  and  putting 
tfaem  in  prifon ;  and  tfaougfa  at  firft  tfaey  refufed  to  do 
fo,  from  its  appearing  too  raffa  and  dangerous  an  at- 
tempt, tfaey  at  laft  yielded  to  fais  entreaties.  Tfaey  ac- 
cordingly imprifoned  tfaofe  five  nobles,  wfao  faad  entered 
their  city  witfa  fo  mucfa  pride  and  witfa  fo  mucfa  difdain  for 

tfae 
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the  Spaniards,  that  thej  had  not  even  deigned  to  look  at 
them  as  they  pafled  by  them. 

The  Totonacas  had  hardly  taken  this  ftep,  when,  en- 
eonraged  by  it,  ihey  almoft  would  have  proceeded  to  la- 
crifice  them  that  very  night,  had  they  not  been  difluad- 
ed  from  it  by  Cortes,  who  having  conciliated  by  that 
meafure  the  love  and  refped  of  the  Totonacas,  intended 
to  gain  the  good-will  of  the  Mexicans  by  liberating  the 
prifoners.  His  artful  double  condud  lays  open  his  dif- 
poiition ;  but  it  cannot  be  commended,  except  by  tbofc 
courtiers  who  know  no  other  fyftem  than  the  art  of  de- 
ceit, and  who,  regardlefs  of  honour,  purfuc  intercft  alone 
in  their  a£Hons.  Cortes  gave  orders  therefore  to  his 
guards,  to  take  at  night  two  of  the  Mexicans  out  of  the 
prifon,  and  bring  them  fecrctly  before  him,  fo  as  they 
might  not  be  obferved  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city.  The  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  Mexicans  fbund 
themfelves  fo  much  obliged  to  the  Spanifh  general,  that 
they  made  him  a  thoufand  acknowledgments,  and  ad- 
vifed  him  not  to  truft  to  the  barbarous  and  perfidious 
Totonacas.  Cortes  charged  them  to  explain  to  their  fo- 
vereign  his  great  difpleafure  at  the  attempt  of  thofe 
mountaineers  againfl:  his  minifters;  but  as  he  had  put 
them  two  at  liberty,  he  would  alfo  fet  the  others  free. 
They  departed  immediately  for  the  court,  efcorted  by 
fome  Spaniards,  in  a  veffel  from  thence  to  the  borders 
of  the  province;  and  Cortes,  the  day  after,  pretended 
extreme  anger  at  the  guards  through  whofe  negleft  the 
prifoners  had  efcaped ;  and  that  the  fame  accident  might 
not  happen  again,  he  propofed  to  fecure  the  others  iu  a 
more  clofe  prifon;  and  to  make  this  be  believed,  he 
made  them  be  condu6led  in  chains  aboard  his  vciTels^ 
from  which  he  foon  after  fet  them  ac  liberty  like  the  firft. 

The 
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The  report  foon  fprcad  through  all  the  iriountains  of 
the  Totonacas,  that  they  were  relieved  from  the  tri- 
bute which  they  paid  to  the  king  of  Mexico,  and  that 
if  there  were  any  other  receivers  of  the  tributes  there, 
they  fhould  let  it  be  known  immediately,  that  they 
might  be  feized.  At  the  found  of  this  intelligence,  the 
fwcet  hope  of  liberty  revived  in  the  whole  nation,  and 
feveral  other  lords  came  fpcedily  to  that  city  to  thank 
their  fuppofed  deliverer,  and  deliberate  upon  meafures 
to  fecure  their  liberty.  Some  perfons,  who  had  not 
yet  banifibed  from  their  minds  the  fear  of  the  Mexicans, 
propofed  that  they  ihould  afk  pardon  of  the  king  for 
the  outrage  committed  upon  his  minifters;  but  from  the 
fuggeftions  of  Cortes,  and  the  lords  of  Chempoalla  and 
Chiahuitztia,  the  oppofite  fentiment  prevailed:  it  was 
refolved  therefore  to  free  themfelves  from  the  tyrannical 
dominions  of  the  Mexicans,  with  the  aiEftance  of  thofe 
brave  ftrangers,  by  putting  a  formidable  army  under  the 
command  of  the  Spanifh  general. 

Cortes,  having  fufficiently  afTured  himfelf  of  the  fln- 
cerity  of  the  Totonacas,  and  informed  himfelf  of  their 
force,  feized  this  favourable  moment  to  bring  that  nu- 
merous nation  under  obedience  to. the  Catholic  king. 
This  aft  was  celebrated  in  the  prefcnce  of  the  notary  of 
the  army,  and  with  every  other  legal  folemnity. 

This  afl^ir  being  happily  concluded,  Cortes  took 
leave  of  thofe  lords,  to  put  another  projeft  in  execution, 
of  the  greatefl  importance,  which  he  had  formed  fomc 
time  before ;  that  was,  to  plant  a  ftrong  colony  on  this 
coafl,  which  Ihould  be  a  retreat  for  them  in  times  of 
difafler,  a  fortrefs  to  hold  the  Totonacas  to  the  fidelity 
which  they  had  fworn  to  the  Spaniards,  a  place  of  de- 
fcent  for  the  new  troops  which  might  arrive  there  either 

to 
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to  their  affiftaoce  from  SpaiD,  or  the  Antilles,  and  a 
magazine  for  the  llores  which  might  be  fent  to  them  by 
their  countrymen,  or  which  they  might  defire  to  fead 
to  Europe*  This  colony  was  founded  therefore  in  the 
country  of  the  Totonacas,  in  a  plain  which  lies  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  of  Chiahuitztia,  twdve  miles  from 
Chcmpoalla  towards  the  north,  and  adjoinmg  to  the 
new  harb<Mir  (s).  They  called  it  Villarica  (w  rich  city) 
of  Vera  Cruz,  on  account  of  the  great  appearance  of 
riches  they  had  feen  there,  and  becaufe  they  had  di£- 
embarked  them  on  Holy  Friday;  and  this  was  the  firft 
colony  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  continent  of  North  An»- 
rica.  Cortes  was  the  firfl  who  put  a  hand  to  the  fot** 
tlement,  to  oicourage  his  people  by  his  own  eiample; 
tad,  in  a  fhort  time,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  Totona^ 
cas,  they  built  a  fiifficient  number  of  boufes,  and  a  ffaaH 
fbrtrcfs  capable  of  refitting  the  arms  of  the  Mexicans. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  receivers,  whom  Cortes  fist 
firft  at  liberty,  had  arrived  at  Mexico,  and  had  informed 
the  king  of  all  that  had  happened,  beftowxng  high  praifes 
on  the  Spanifii  general*  Montezuma,  who  was  prepaiv 
ing  to  fend  an  army  to  chaftife  the  infolence  and  temeritf 
of  thofe  ftrangen,  and  drive  them  out  of  his  domioions, 

became 

<t)  Almoft  til  hiAoHnii  hmte  oonittitted  ft  tmftake  coocerab^  the  iomdiog 
of  Yeni  Cmz ;  as  tkej  hj  the  firft  colonj  of  the  SpanUrdt  was  AmUgu^ot  tlie 
ancient  fettlement  on  the  rirer  of  that  name;  and  belieye  that  there  were  ooJj- 
two  pbnes  of  that  name,  that  is,  ancient  Vera  Cms  and  the  new  Vera  Cras, 
fettled  on  the  ftme  fields  where  Cortes  difemharked:  hot  withovt  4ombt  thcR 
liave  heen  three  places  of  the  name  of  Vera  Cnue.  The  firft  fettled  in  1519, 
clofe  to  the  port  of  Chiahnitzda,  which  retained  afterwards  only  the  name  of 
f^^iUantm\  the  fecond,  the  ancient  Vera  Cnw,  ftttled  in  15^3  «r  4;  and  de 
llurd,  the  New  Vera  Ome,  which  fttll  preferres  the  name  of  Vera  Gkus,  aad 
was  fettled  hy  order  of  the  Count  of  Montems,  Viceroy  of  Mexico^  towards 
the  end  of  the  x6thy  or  the  beginning  of  the  1 7th  ctntorj,  and  hadlfrotn  ^hifi^ 
1ft.  the  title  of  dty  given  it  in  16x5. 
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became  pacified  with  the  intelligence,  and  feeling  his 
obligations  to  the  Spanifh  general  for  the  fervice  done  to 
the  royal  miniilers,  fent  two  princes,  his  nephews,  ac- 
companied with  a  numerous  retinue  of  nobility  and 
others,  with^a  prefent  of  works  of  gold  worth  upwards 
of  a  thoufand  fequins.  They  returned  thanks  in  the  name 
of  the  king  to  Cortes,  and  at  the  fame  time  complained 
of  him  for  having  entered  fo  far  into  friendfhip  with  the 
rebellious  Totonacas,  that  that  nation  had  had  the  info« 
lence  to  refufe  to  pay  the  tribute  which  they  owed  to  their 
fovereign.  They  added,  that  folely  on  account  of  fuch 
guefts,  an  army  had  not  been  fent  to  punifh  the  rebellion 
of  thofe  people,  but  that  in  the  end  they  would  not  re- 
main unchaftifed*  Cortes,  after  having  fignified  his 
gratitude  in  the  moft  becoming  expreffions,  endeavoured 
to  vindicate  himfelf  from  the  accufation  of  friendfliip  with 
the  Totonacas,  by  the  neceffity  he  was  under  of  feeking 
provifions  for  his  troops,  after  he  was  abandoned  by  the 
Mexicans*  He  faid  alfo,  that  with  refpeft  to  the  tribute, 
it  was  impofiible  that  a  nation  could  ferve  two  maflers ; 
that  he  hoped  foon  to  be  at  court  to  fatisfy  the  king  more 
completely,  and  make  him  fenfible  of  the  iincerity  of  his 
conduA. 

The  two  princes,  after  having  beheld  with  great  won- 
der  and  delight  the  military  excrcifcs  of  the  Spanifh 
cavalry,  returned  to  the  court.  The  lord  of  Chcmpoalla, 
who  was  extremely  difplcafcd  with  that  embafly,  in  order 
to  ftrengthen  the  alliance  with  the  Spaniards,  prefentcd 
eight  virgins  richly  dreffed  to  Cortes,  that  they  might 
marry  with  his  officers  ;  and  amongft  them  was  one  of 
his  nieces,  which  he  dcfigned  for  the  general  himfelf. 
Cortes,  who  had  frequently  difcourfed  with  him  on  the 
fubjeft  of  religion,  told  him,  he  could  not  accept  them. 
Vol,  II.  P  p  unlefs 
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milcfr  tbejr  fhoald  firft  renounce  idolatry,  and  embrace 
Chriftianitjr ;  and  upon  this  occafion  explained  to  him 
anew  the  principles  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  and  reaicm- 
cd  with  all  his  ftrength  on  the  aUiird  worflup  of  their 
ialfe  deities,  and  efpecially  againft  the  horrid  cruelty  of 
their  (acrifices.  To  this  warm  expoftulation  the  Chem* 
poallefe  chief  replied,  that  although  they  mod  highly 
valued  his  friendfliip,  they  could  not  however  comply 
with  his  requeft,  to  abjure  the  worfliip  of  their  gods, 
from  whofe  hand  they  received  health,  plenty,  and  all  the 
bleffings  they  had,  and  from  whofe  anger,  when  provok- 
ed by  ingratitude,  they  muft  dread  the  fevered  punifli- 
nent. 

llie  military  fire  of  Cortes  was  (lill  more  inflamed  by 
this  anfwer ;  upon  which,  turning  to  his  foldiers,  he  faid 
to  them,  ^^  Come  on,  foldiers ;  what  do  we  wait  for  ? 
^  How  can  we  fuffer  men,  who  pretend  to  be  our  friends, 
^  to  pay  that  worfliip  to  (latues  and  bafe  images,  which 
••  is  due  to  the  only  true  God  ?  Courage,  foldiers  ; 
^  now  is  the  time  to  ihew  that  we  are  Spaniards,  and 
^  that  we  have  inherited  from  our  anceftors,  an  ardent 
**  zeal  for  our  holy  reKgioiu  Let  us  break  the  idols, 
^  and  take  from  the  fight  of  thofe  infidels  fuch  vile  in- 
*^  centives  to.their  fuperftition.  If  we  obtain  that  end, 
**  we  will  do  our  God  the  grcatcft  pofilble  fcrvice  in  oor 
**  power.  If  we  die  in  the  attempt,  eternal  glorj  will 
**  recompenfe  the  facrificc  of  our  lives." 

The  Chempoallcfe  chief,  who  from  the  countenance 
of  Cortes,  and  the  movements  of  his  foldiers,  clearly 
perceived  their  intention,  made  a  fign  to  his  people  to 
prepare  themfclvcs  for  the  defence  of  their  gods.  The 
Spaniards  already  began  to  afcend  the  (lairs  of  the  temple, 
when  the  Chempoallefe  chief,  confufed  and  enraged, 

cried 
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cried  out  to  them  to  guard  againfl:  that  attempt,  unlefs 
they  deiired  that  the  vengeance  of  their  gods  ftiould  im* 
mediately  pour  down  upon  them.  Cortes,  incapable  of 
being  intimidated  by  their  threats,  anfwercd,  that  he  had 
already  frequently  admonifhed  them  to  abandon  their 
abominable  fupcrftition  ;  that  fince  they  had  not  chofen 
to  take  his  counfel,  which  was  fo  advantageous  for  them, 
he  would  no  longer  hold  their  friendfliip ;  that  if  the 
Totonacas  themfelves  were  not  refolved  to  take  away 
thofe  deteftable  images,  he  and  his  people  would  break 
them,  and  that  they  muft  guard  cautioufly  againft  {hew- 
ing any  hoftility  towards  the  Spaniards,  otherwife  they 
would  immediately  charge  upon  them  with  fuch  fury, 
that  they  would  not  leave  a  native  alive  among  them* 
Tothefe  threats  Marina  added  another  more  efficacious^ 
which  was,  that  if  they  oppofed  the  intention  of  thofe 
ftrangers,.  inftead  of  being  allied  with  the  Totonacas 
againft  the  Mexicans,  they  would  join  the  Mexicans  in 
alliance  againft  the  Totonacas,  and  then  their  ruin  would 
be  inevitable.  This  motive  diverted  the  chief  from  the 
firft  diftates  of  his  zeal,  and  the  fear  of  the  Mexican  arms 
prevailing  over  the  fear  of  his  gods,  he  told  Cortes  he 
might  do  as  he  pleafed,  for  they  had  not  courage  them- 
felves to  put  a  facrilegious  hand  to  their  images.  The 
Spaniards  no  fooncr  obtained  this  permiffion,  than  fifty 
of  the  foldiers  mounting  rapidly  into  the  temple,  took  up 
the  idols  from  the  altars,  and  threw  them  down  the  ftairs. 
The  Totonacas  in  the  mean  while  (bed  a  fliower  of  tears, 
and  covered  their  eyes  that  they  might  not  fee  the  facri- 
lege ;  praying  their  gods  at  the  fame  time,  in  a  mourn- 
ful voice,  not  to  punifh  the  nation  for  the  temerity  of 
thofe  ftrangers,  as  they  were  unable  to  prevent  it,  with- 
out falling  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  of  the  Mexicans.  Never- 

thelefs 
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thcleft  fome  of  them,  either  lefs  timid  and  cowardly,  or 
more  jealous  of  the  honour  of  their  deities,  difpofed, 
themfdves  to  take  revenge  of  the  Spaniards,  and  would 
certainly  have  engaged  with  them,  if  the  Spaniards,  by 
feizing  the  lord  of  Chempoalia  and  four  principal  priefts, 
had  not  compelled  them  to  reftrain  the  fiiry  of  their 
people. 

After  this  daring  aft,  where  prudence  was  blinded  by 
enthuiiafm,  Cortes  commanded  the  priefts  to  bring  the 
fragments  of  the  idols  before  him,  and  throw  them  into 
a  fire.  He  was  immediately  obeyed  ;  upon  which,  be- 
ing full  of  joy  and  triumph,  as  if  by  breaking  the  idols, 
he  had  entirely  banifhed  idolatry  and  fuperftition  from 
thofe  people,  he  told  their  chief  he  was  now  willing  to 
accept  the  eight  virgins  which  had  been  offered  him ; 
that  from  that  time  he  would  confider  the  Totonacas  as 
his  friends  and  brothers,  and  in  all  their  exigencies  would 
aflift  them  againft  their  enemies ;  that  as  they  could  never 
more  adore  thofe  deteftable  images  of  the  demon  their 
enemy,  he  would  place  in  the  fame  temple  an  image  of 
the  true  mother  of  God,  that  they  might  worfliip  and 
implore  her  proteftion  in.  all  their  neceflities.  He  then 
expatiated,  in  a  long  difcourfe,.  upon  the  fanftity  of  the 
Chriftian  religion  j  after  which  he  ordered  the  Cbem- 
ix)allefe  mafons  to  cleanfe  the  walls  of  the  temples  of  thofe 
difguftful  ftains  of  human  blood,  which  they  preferved 
there  as  trophies  of  their  religion,  and  to  poli(h  and 
whiten  them.  He  caufed  an  altar  to  be  made  after  the 
mode  of  Chriftians,  and  placed  the  image  of  the  moft 
holy  Mary  there.  He  committed  the  care  of  this  fane- 
tuary  to  four  Chempoallcfe  priefts,  provided  they  (hould 
go  always  dreflcd  in  white,  inftead  of  that  black  melan- 
choly  habit  which  they  wore  in  virtue  of  their  former 

office. 
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office.  In  order  that  they  might  never  want  lights  be- 
fore that  facred  image,  he  taught  them  the  ufe  of  wax, 
which  the  bees  wrought  in  their  mountains ;  and  that 
they  might  not  in  his  abfence  replace  the  idols,  or  other- 
wife  profane  that  fanfluary,  he  left  one  of  his  foldiers, 
named  Juan  Torres,  behind,  who,  on  account  of  his  age, 
was  of  little  fervice  in  war.  The  eight  virgins,  as  foon 
as  they  were  fufficiently  inftruftcd,  received  holy  bap- 
tifm. 

From  Chempoalla  Gortes  returned  to  the  new  colony 
of  Vera-Cruz,  where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  recruit 
his  little  army  with  two  other  officers  and  ten  foldiers, 
who  had  landed  there  from  Cuba ;  and  a  little  time  after 
he  was  joined  by  fix  other  men,  who  had  been  taken  by  a 
vefTel  belonging  to  Jamaica. 

Cortes,  before  he  undertook  the  journey  to  Mexico, 
thought  proper  to  tranfmit  to  his  fovereign  an  account  of 
all  that  had  happened  to  him  ;  and  that  the  news  might 
be  more  welcome,  he  fent  at  the  fame  time  all  the  gold 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  armament,  inducing  all 
the  foldiers  and  officers  to  yield  up  their  fhares  for  that 
purpofe.  In  this  letter  Cortes  aimed  at  prepofTefling  the 
king  againfl  the  reprefentations  which  might  be  made  by 
the  governor  of  Cuba.  Two  other  letters  were  alfo 
writtea  to  the  king,  one  fubfcribed  by  the  magiflrates  of 
the  new  colony,  the  other  by  the  principal  officers  of  the 
expedition,  in  which  they  requefled  his  acceptance  and  ap- 
probation of  what  they  had  done  for  him,  and  to  confirm 
the  offices  of  General  and  chief  judge,  already  conferred 
by  their  fuffrages,  on  Cortes,  whom  they  recommended 
with  the  moft  warm  praifes.  Thofe  two  letters,  with  the 
prefent  of  gold,  were  fent  to  Spain  by  the  two  captains 
Alonfo  Hernandez  de  Portocarrero  and  Francifco  dc 
Montejo,  who  fet  fail  on  the  i6th  of  July,  1519. 

The 
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The  two  commiiEoners  above  mentioned  were  hardly 
departed  when  Cortes,  who  was  continually  revolving 
fome  great  defign  in  his  mind,  put  a  plan  in  execution, 
which  alone  would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  proved 
his  magnanimity  of  foul,  and  immortalized  his  name. 
In  order  to  deprive  his  foldiers  of  every  means,  and  con- 
fequcntly  of  every  hope  of  return  to  Cuba,  and  to  rein- 
force  his  little  army  with  all  the  failors,  after  punifhing 
two  foldiers  with  death,  who  had  treacheroufly  confpir- 
ed  to  fly  off  in  one  of  the  veflcls,  and  infliAed  a  leTs 
rigcN-ous  chaftifement  on  three  of  their  accomplices,  he 
prevailed  by  argument  and  entreaty  on  fome  of  his  ccmi- 
fidents,  and  one  of  the  pilots,  in  whom  he  placed  the 
utmoft  trufl,  to  pierce  one  or  two  of  the  veffels  fecrctly, 
to  perfuade  every  one  that  they  had  foundered  from  be- 
ing worm»eaten,  and  to  make  a  report  to  him  that  the 
others  were  no  longer  fit  for  fervice  on  the  fame  account, 
having  lain  three  months  clofe  in  port.  Cortes  availed 
himfelf  of  this  deceit  that  his  people  might  not  confpire 
againft  him,  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  the  hard  neceflity 
to  conquer  or  die.  Every  thing  was  done  according  to 
his  command,  and  with  the  confent  of  all  his  people,  after 
having  brought  the  fails,  cordage,  and  every  thing  elfe 
which  could  be  of  ufe  on  (hore.  **  Thus,**  fays  Robert- 
fon,  "  by  an  effort  of  magnanimity,  to  which  there  is 
**  nothing  equal  in  hiftory,  five  hundred  men  agreed  of 
"  thai*  own  free-will  to  fhut  themfelves  up  in  an  enemy's 
^^  country,  full  of  powerful  and  unknown  nations,  de- 
"  prived  of  every  means  of  efcape,  having  no  other  re- 
**  fource  left  than  their  perfeverance  and  valour."  Wc 
do  not  doubt,  that  unlefs  Cortes  had  executed  this  defign, 
the  bold  undertaking  which  he  was  then  meditating 
would  have  been  impofiible}  for  the  foldiers  would 

have 
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have  been  led  to  fhun  the  obftacles  of  danger  which 
every  way  encountered  them,  by  flight,  and  the  general 
himfelf  mud  have  been  compelled  to  follow  them. 

His  mind  being  relieved  from  this  anxiety,  having 
ratified  the  alliance  with  the  Totonacas,  and  given  pro> 
per  orders  for  the  fecurity  and  advancement  of  the  new 
colony,  he  prepared  for  his  journey  to  Mexico.  He  left 
fifty  men  in  Vera-Cruz  under  the  command  of  Juan 
d'Efcalante,  one  of  the  bed  officers  of  the  armament, 
charged  the  Chempoallefe  to  affift  the  Spaniards  to  com- 
plete the  building  of  the  fortrefs,  and  to  fupply  them 
with  all  the  provifions  they  required.  He  fet  out  him* 
felf  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft  with  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
Spanifh  infantry,  fixteen  horfes,  two  hundred  Tlamama^ 
or  men  of  burden,  to  tranfport  his  baggage  and  artillery, 
and  fome  troops  of  Totonacas,  amongil  which  were  forty 
nobles,  whom  Cortes  carried  with  him  as  auxiliaries  in 
war,  and  hoilages  of  that  nation. 

He  travelled  through  Xalapan  and  Texotla,  and  after 
having  crofled  with  infinite  fatigue  fome  defart  moun- 
tains, of  a  fevere  temperature  of  air,  he  arrived  at  Xo- 
coila  (0^^  l2U"gc  city,  confiding  of  beautiftil  buildings, 
among  which  arofe  thirteen  temples,  and  the  palace  of 
its  lord,  which  was  built  of  done  and  lime,  and  compofed 
of  a  number  of  dccellent  halls  and  chambers,  being  the 
mod  complete  fabrick  they  had  as  yet  feen  in  the  New 
World.  The  king  of  Mexico  owned  in  this  place,  and 
in  the  hamlets  contiguous  to  it,  twenty  thoufand  vaflals, 
and  had  five  thoufand  Mexicans  garrifoned  in  it.  Olin- 
tetl^  which  was  the  name  of  the  lord  of  Xocotla,  came 

out 

(#)  Bernal  Dtti  and  Solis  call  this  dty  Z«co//m,  which  could  eafily  ocdtfion 
.  an  error,  at  it  would  be  eafj  to  confound  it  with  Zacatkm,  iltnated  at  the  dif^ 
taacc  of  thirty  roilea  from  Tlafcala,  towards  the  north. 
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oat  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  and  lodged  them  commodi- 
onfly  mtttt  city;  but  with  refped  to  proYifions,  there 
appeared  at  firft  fome  fcarcity,  until  from  the  infonna- 
tion  of  the  Totonacas  they  received  a  high  opinion  of 
their  bravery  and  the  power  of  their  arms,  and  their 
horfes.  In  the  conference  which  he  had  with  the  Spa- 
nifli  genera],  each  boafted  to  the  other  of  the  grandeur 
and  power  of  their  rcfpeftive  Sovereigns.  Cortes  incon- 
fiderately  demanded  of  him  to  acknowledge  obedience  to 
the  Catholic  king,  and  to  pay  homage  to  his  Sovereignty 
in  fome  quantity  of  gold.  **  I  have  enough  of  gold," 
anfwered  Olintetl^  **  but  cannot  give  it  without  the  cx- 
•*  prefs  order  of  my  king.**  **  I  will  foon,**  fetid  Cortes, 
make  him  order  you  to  give  it,  and  all  that  you  have. 
If  he  (hall  command  me,  returned  Olintetlj  I  will  not  only 
render  up  my  gold,  and  all  my  eftate,  but  even  my  per- 
fon.  But  that  which  Cortes  could  not  obtain  by  threats 
from  this  chief,  he  got  through  pure  liberality  from  two 
other  refpe£hble  perfons  of  that  valley,  who  having  come 
on  purpofe  to  vifit  him,  prefcnted  him  fome  necklaces  of 
gold,  and  feven  or  eight  flaves.  Cortes  found  himfelf  in 
fome  perplexity  here  with  regard  to  the  ronte  he  fhould 
purfue  to  Mexico.  The  lord  of  Xocotla  and  the  command- 
er of  the  Mexican  garrifon  advifed  him  to  proceed  through 
Cholula;  but  he  judged  the  advice  more  fincere  which 
the  Totonacas  gave  him,  to  pafs  through  Tlafcala.  And 
in  h£t  it  will  appear,  that  if  he  had  gone  flraight  to 
Cholula,  he  and  his  whole  force  muft  have  been  deftroy- 
ed.  In  order  to  obtain  permiilion  from  the  Tlafcalans 
to  pafs  through  their  country,  he  fent  four  of  the  Chem- 
poallefe,  whom  he  carried  with  him  as  mcffengers  to 
their  fenate;  but  they,  as  appears  hereafter,  did  not 
deliver  their  embafly  in  the  name  of  the  Spaniards,  but 

of 
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of  the  Totonacas,  either  becaufe  they  had  been  (o  order* 
ed  by  the  Spanifh  general,  or  becaufe  they  themfelves 
coniidered  it  mod  proper  to  do  fo. 

From  Xocotia  the  Spanifh  army  proceeded  to  ItUoC" 
maxiiilanj  the  populaticm  of  which  extended  for  ten  or 
twelve  miles  in  two  uninterrupted  lines  of  houfes  upon 
the  two  oppofite  banks  of  a  fmall  river,  which  runs 
through  the  bottom  of  that  long  and  narrow  valley;  but 
the  proper  city  of  htacmaxtitlan^  compofed  of  good 
buildings,  and  inhabited  by  fix  thoufand  people,  occupi- 
ed the  top  of  a  lofty  deep  mountain,  the  lord  of  which 
was  one  of  thofe  twoperfons  who  vifited  and  made  pj-e- 
fents  to  Cortes  in  Xocotia.  To  the  naturally  difficult 
accefs  of  the  place  were  added  flout  walls,  with  barba- 
cans  and  ditches  (u)\  for,  on  account  of  its  being  on  the 
frontiers  of  theTlafcalans,  it  was  more  expofed  to  their 
invafions.  There  the  Spaniards  were  well  received  and 
entertained. 

In  the  mean  while  the  requefl  of  their  efflbafTy  was 
difcuffing  in  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala.  All  that  great  city 
was  in  alarm  at  the  intelligence  of  fuch  flrangers,  and 
particularly  at  the  account  which  the  Chempoallefe 
gave  of  their  afpcft,  their  bravery,  the  fize  of  their  vef* 
fcls,  the  agility  and  flrength  of  their  horfes,  and  the 
dreadful  thunder  and  deflruAive  violence  of  their  artil- 
lery. Xicotencatl  Maxicatzin,  General  of  the  army  of 
the  republic,  Tlecul,  Xolotzin,  and  Citlalpocatzin,  were 
the  four  lords  or  chiefs  who  at  that  time  governed  the 
republic.    The  Chempoallefe  mefTcngcrs  {k)  were  gra- 

Vol.  II.  Qjl  cioufly 

{u)  Cortes,  in  hit  fecond  letter,  compares  the  fortrcls  of  IxtaemaseHtiam  to  the 
bed  in  Spain. 

(«)  Bcmal  Dial  lays,  that  the  meflengers  were  only  two  in  nomber,  fnd 
that  as  fooo  as  they  arriTed  at  TlafcaU  they  were  put  in  prifon;  but  Cortes 
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dooflj  rccdved,  and  lodged  in  the  hoofe  appropriated 
for  ambafladors;  and  after  they  had  repofed  and  dined 
were  introduced  into  the  fenate  to  explain  their  embaiTy. 
There,  after  haying  bowed  moft  profoundly,  and  faluted 
with  all  the  other  neccflary  ceremonies,  they  delivered 
themfehres  to  this  pnrpofe:  ^^  Mod  great  and  valiant 
^  chiefs,  may  the  gods  profper  you,  and  grant  you  vie- 
^  tory  over  your  enemies.  The  lord  of  Chempoalla, 
^  and  all  the  nation  of  Totonacas,  ofier  their  refpe&s  to 
^  acquaint  you,  that  from  the  qnarter  of  the  £aft  there 
^  are  arrived  in  our  country  in  large  (hips  certain  bold 
^  adventurous  heroes,  by  the  aiEftance  of  whom  we  are 
^  now  freed  from  the  tyrannical  dominion  of  the  king 
•*  of  Mexico.  They  acknowledge  themielves  the  fub- 
*^  jeds  of  a  powerful  monarch,  in  whofe  name  they  come 
^  to  vifit  you,  to  communicate  intelligence  to  you  of  a 
^  true  God,  and  to  affift  you  againft  your  andent  and 
^  inveterate  enemy.  Our  nation,  following  the  didates 
^  of  that  Arid  friend(hip  which  has  always  fubfifted  bc- 
•«  tween  it  and  this  republic,  counfel  you  to  receive  thofe 
^*  ftrangers  as  friends,  who,  though  few  in  number,  are 
^^  equal  in  ^ worth  to  many/'  Maxicatzin  anfwered,  in 
the  name  of  the  fenate,  that  they  thanked  the  Totona^ 
cas  for  their  intelligence  and  counfel,  and  thofe  brave 
ffarangers  for  the  ai&ftance  which  they  offered  them,  but 
that  they  required  fome  time  to  deliberate  upon  a  point 
of  fuch  imporunce;  that  in  the  mean  time  they  would 
be  pleafed  to  return  to  their  abode,  where  they  would  be 

treated 


himielf,  who  fent  them,  affirms,  that  thej  were  four  in  mmiber;  and  firom  the 
context  of  hit  letter,  it  appears  that  Bemal  Diaz  was  ill  informed  of  what  pafled 
in  Tlafcahu  The  account  giren  by  this  writer  being  contrary  to  that  of  other 
«ncicnt  hiftorians,  both  Spanilh  and  Indian,  has  led  many  aothors,  and  Robert* 
Ion  among  the  reft,  into  errors. 
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treated  with  the  4iftinaion  due  to  their  charafter  and 
birth.  The  ambafladors  having  returned,  the  fenate 
entered  into  confideration  of  the  embafTy. 

Maxicatzin^  who  was  highly  efteemed  among  them, 
both  for  his  prudence  and  benevolence  of  difpofition, 
faid.  That  they  ought  not  to  refufe  the  advice  given 
them  by  friends  fo  faithful  to  them,  and  fo  hoftile  to  the 
greateft  enemy  of  the  republic ;  that  thofe  ftrangers,  ac- 
cording to  the  marks  which  the  Chempoallefe  gave  of 
them,  appeared  to  be  thofe  heroes,  who,  agreeably  to 
their  tradition,  were  to  arrive  in  that  country  ;  that  the 
earthquakes  which  had  been  felt  a  tittle  before,  the  co- 
met which  was  then  feen  in  the  heavens,  and  feveral 
other  events  of  thofe  laft  years,  were  indications  that  the 
time  of  the  fulfilment  of  that  tradition  was  at  hand  ;  that 
if  they  were  immortal,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  the  re- 
public to  oppofe  their  entry.     "  Our  reftifal/'  he  add- 
ed, "  may  be  produftive  of  the  moft  fatal  misfortunes, 
**  and  it  would  be  a  fubjcit  of  malicious  pleafure  to  the 
*•  king  of  Mexico,  to  fee  thofe  whom  the  republic  would 
<<  not  graciouily  receive  into  their  dominions^  introduce 
**  themfelvesby  force  :  that  he  was  therefore  of  opinion 
**  th^  ihould  be  friendly  received.*' — Although  this 
opinion  was  liftened  to  with  great  applaufe,  it  was  im- 
mediately oppofed  by  Xicotencatlj  an  old  chief  of  great 
authority  on  account  of  his  long  experience  in  civil  and 
military  aflfairs*     •'  Our  law,"  he  faid,  •*  enjoins  ns  to 
♦*  receive  ftrangers,  but  not  enemies,  who  may  caufe 
**  difaftersT  to  the  ftate.      Thofe  men  who  demand  en- 
**  trance  into  our  city,  appear  to  be  rather  monfters  caft 
**  up  from  the  fea,  becaufe  it  could  not  endure  them  in 
♦*  its  waters,  than  gods  defcended  from  heaven,  as  fomc 
*^  have  vainly  imagined.     Is  it  poffible  they  can  be  gods, 

"  who 
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^^  who  fo  greedily  coTCt  gold  and  plcafares  ?  And  wfaif 
«<  ought  we  not  to  dread  fnHn  them  m  a  country  fo  poor 
^*  as  this  is,  where  we  are  even  deftitute  of  fait  ?  He 
^^  wrongs  the  honour  of  the  nation  who  thinks  it  can 
*^  be  overcome  by  a  handful  of  adventurers.  If  they 
**  are  mortal,  the  arms  of  the  Tlafcalans  Will  tdl  it  to 
*^  all  the  regions  round ;  if  they  are  immortal,  there 
*^  will  always  be  time  to  appeafe  their  anger  by  homage, 
^*  and  to  implore  their  mercy  by  repentance.  I»ct  their 
*^  demand,  therefore,  be  rqcAed  ;  and  if  they  dare  to 
*•  enter  by  force,  let  our  arms  repel  their  temerity.'*— 
This  contrariety  of  fcntiment  in  two  perfons  of  fo  great 
refpe£t  divided  the  minds  of  the  other  fenators.  Thofe 
who  were  the  friends  of  conunerce,  and  attached  to  a  life 
of  peace,  adhered  to  the  opinion  of  Mazicatzin,  while 
thofe  who  were  of  a  military  difpofition  embraced  the 
propoial  of  Xkatencatl.  Temildtecatly  one  of  the  fena- 
tors,  fuggefted  a  middle  coutfe,  which  would  reconcile 
the  two  parties.  He  propofed  that  a  civil  and  friendly 
anfwer  ihould  be  fent  to  the  chief  of  thofe  (hangers, 
granting  them  pcrmiflion  to  enter ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
that  orders  (hould  be  given  to  Xicotencail^  the  fon  of  the 
dd  Xicaiencatiy  to  go  out  with  the  troops  of  the  Ot<Mnjes 
belonging  to  the  republic,  to  oppofe  their  paflage,  and  to 
try  thdr  ftrength.— "  If  we  remain  viftors,"  £ud  Tern- 
lolUcatl^  ^^  we  will  do  our  arms  immortal  honour ;  if 
^y  we  are  vanquiihed,  we  will  accufe  the  Otomies,  and 
*^  charge  them  with  having  undertaken  the  war  without 
**  pur  ordq:i.(;f>*'  Such  refources  and  expedients,* 
though  frequent,  efpecially  among  cultivated  nations,* 

are' 

( jf)  Wc  hiTc  mientioiied  fonnerl7»  '^  ouuij  Otocniei  had  taken  refuge  in 
Tlafcala,  frmi  the  tjnuioy  of  the  Mezicaiia,  and  had  ierv«d  the  rqwhlk  &ith» 
foUj. 
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arc  not  the  Icfs  contrary  to  the  good  faith  reciprocally 
due  between  men. — The  fenate  agreed  to  the  counfel  of 
Temilaltecatl ;  but  before  the  meffengcrs  were  difpatcfaed 
with  their  anfwer,  the  propofed  orders  were  given  to 
XicQtencatl.  This  was  an  intrepid  youth,  an  enemy  to 
peace,  and  enthufiaftic  for  military  glory,  who  eagerly 
accepted  of  the  commiflion,  as  it  fumifhed  him  with  a 
mod  eligible  opportunity  to  difplay  his  bravery, 

C!ortes,  after  having  waited  eight  days  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  fenate,  imagining  that  the  delay  was  the 
confeqoence  of  that  flowncfs  attending  the  majefty  of 
potentates,  and  not  doubting,  from  what  the  Chempo- 
allefe  had  told  him  of  being  well  received  by  the  Tlaf- 
calans,  left  Iztacmaxtitlan  with  all  his  army,  which,  be- 
fides  the  Totonacas  and  Spaniards,  was  compofedofa 
coniiderable  number  of  Mexican  troops  of  the  garrifon 
of  Xocotia,  and  marched  in  regular  order  as  ufual  to  the 
great  wall,  which  on  that  quarter  feparates  the  ftates  of 
TIaicala  from  thofe  of  Mexico  ;  the  defcription  and  di« 
meniions  of  which  we  have  given  in  the  preceding  book^ 
where  we  treated  of  the  fortifications  of  the  Mexicans. 
It  was  ccmftruded  by  the  TIafcalans  to  defend  themfelves 
from  the  invafions  of  the  Mexicans  on  their  eaftem  fron- 
tiers, in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  formed  ditches  and 
entrenchments  for  the  fame  pnrpofe  in  the  quarter  of 
the  weft.  The  entrance  of  the  walls,  which  was  wont 
to  be  guarded  by  the  Otomies,  at  this  time  when  it  wat 
moft  neceflary ,  upon  fome  account  or  other,  of  which  we 
are  ignorant,  was  left  without  any  garrifbo,  by  which 
accident  the  Spaniih  army  entered  without  any  oppofi^ 
tion  into  the  territory  of  the  republic,  which  they  could 
not  otherwifc  have  done  without  fpilling  a  great  deal  of 
blood. 

This 
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This  day,  which  was  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  fomc  armed 
Indians  (hewed  themfelves  at  a  diftance.  llie  cavalry^ 
which  was  advanced  before  the  army,  in  endeavouring 
to  come  up  with  them  to  gain  intelligence  of  the  rcfola* 
tion  of  the  fenate,  had  two  hcHfes  killed,  and  three  others 
and  two  men  wounded  ;  a  iofs  mod  feniibly  felt  in  fo 
iinall  a  troop  of  horfe.  A  body  then  appeared,  ima- 
gined to  confift  of  about  four  thouiand  men,  whidi  was 
immediately  diarged  upon  by  the  Spaniards  and  allies, 
and  in  a  ihort  time  defeated,  with  the  death  of  ££ty  Oto- 
mies.  A  little  after  arrived  two  of  the  Chempoallefe 
meflengers,  with  fome  Tlafcalans,  who  paid  their  com- 
pliments to  C(^es  in  the  name  of  the  fenate,  and  made 
him  acquainted  with  the  penniiEon  which  was  granted 
him  to  go  with  his  army  to  Tlafcala,  blaming  the  Oto- 
mies  for  the  hoftilities  which  they  had  fufEbred,  and  of- 
fering to  pay  him  for  the  horfcs  which  they  had  killed. 
Cortes  pretended  to  believe  them,  and  declared  his  gra- 
titude to  the  fenate.  The  Tlafcalans  took  their  leave, 
and  carried  their  dead  off  the  field  to  bum  them.  Cortes^ 
on  his  part,  buried  the  two  horfes  which  had  been  killed, 
that  the  fight  of  them  might  not  encourage  the  enemy 
to  new  hoftilities. 

The  following  day  the  Spanifli  army  marched  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  two  mountains,  where  there  were 
fome  fteep  grounds  and  precipices.  There  the  other  two 
Chempoallefe  meffengers,  who  had  remained  ftiU  in 
Tlafcala,  arrived  bathed  in  fweat  and  tears,  accufing  the 
Tldcalans  of  treachery  and  cruelty ;  for  that,  regardle& 
of  the  rights  of  nations,  they  had  ill  ufed,  imprifoned^ 
and  deftined  them  for  facrifices,  which  fate  they  efcaped 
by  fctting  each  other  free.  This  account  of  the  Chem- 
poallefe was  certainly  £dfe,  as  it  was  altogether  impofii- 

ble. 
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Me,  not  to  fay  difficult,  fot  viAims  to  liberate  themfelves^ 
not  dnly  on  account  of  the  clofcncfs  of  the  cage  which 
confined  them,  but  alfo  the  vigilance  of  the  guards  which 
watched  them ;  and  ftill  more  fo,  becaufe  there  is  no  me- 
tnory  among  thofe  natioiis  that  the  Tlafcalans  had  ever 
failed  in  the  refpedl  due  to  the  charaders  of  ambaffa- 
dors,  and  efpecially  where  they  were  fo  ftriftly  conncft- 
cd  in  friendfhip  as  they  were  with  the  Totonacas,  What 
appears  more  probable  is,  that  the  fenace,  after  it  had 
fent  back  the  two  firft  meiTengers,  detained  the  other 
two  to  defpatch  them  after  they  had  tried  the  ilrength 
of  the  Spaniih  troops  ;  but  that  the  two  lafl,  grown  im- 
patient of  delay,  abfented  fecretly,  and  endeavoured  to 
cxcufe  their  flight  with  thefe  pretences. 

The  Chempoallefe  had  hardly  finiihed  their  ftory, 
when  a  Tlafcalan  fquadron,  confifting  of  about  a  thou- 
fand  men,  made  their  appearance ;  and,  as  they  drew 
near  the  Spaniards,  began  to  throw  flones,  dans,  and 
arrows  at  them.  Cortes,  after  having  protefted  to  them, 
before  the  notary  royal  of  the  army,  by  means  of  three 
prifoners,  that  he  had  not  come  to  do  them  any  hurt, 
and  having  entreated  them  not  to  treat  him  as  an  ene- 
my, perceiving  that  nothing  would  avail,  he  gave  orders 
to  repulfe  them.  The  Tlafcalans  retreated  gradually 
until  they  brought  the  Spaniards  to  the  deep  grounds 
where  they  could  not  make  ufe  of  their  horfes,  and 
where  a  large  army  of  the  enemy  expeftcd  them,  con- 
cerning the  number  of  which  authors  have  been  various 
in  thdr  opinions  (z).     There  a  terrible  conteft  began, 

in 

(s)  Bcnnd  Dias  ikjt,  that  the  army  of  the  Tlafcalaiui  confifted  of  about 
forty  thoufand  men.  To  Cortes  they  appeared  to  exceed  a  hundred  thouiand. 
Other  hlftorians  have  (kid  thirty  thoufand.  It  is  difficult  to  compute  the  num- 
ber of  a  large  army  by  the  eye,  efpecially  when  they  do  not  prefenre  the  order 
of  European  troops.  In  order  to  aroid  aa  error,  we  have  fiud  (imply  that  the 
9fmT  was  numerous. 
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in  which  the  Spaniards  thought  they  muft  have  been  to- 
tally deftroyccL  But  having  formed  themfelves  afreih, 
in  the  bed  manner  they  could,  and  being  encouraged  by 
the  example  and  exhortations  of  their  general,  they  ex* 
tricated  themfelves  from  that  dangerous  fituation ;  and 
coming  again  into  the  plain,  they  made  fuch  havock  of 
the  enemy  with  their  artillery  and  horfes,  that  they 
forced  them  to  retreat.  Of  the  TIafcalans  a  vaft  num- 
ber were  wounded,  and  not  a  few  lay  dead  on  the  field. 
Of  the  Spaniards,  although  fifteen  were  dangeroufiy 
wounded,  <Hie  only  died  the  next  day.  On  this  occafion 
a  famous  duel  happened  between  an  officer  of  the  TIaf- 
calans and  one  of  the  Chempoallefe  nobles,  who  had 
been  fcnt  with  the  meflage  from  Cortes  to  the  TIafca- 
lans. They  fought  for  fome  time  mod  bravely  in  fight 
of  the  two  armies,  until  at  lad  the  Chempoallefe  noble 
prevailed  i  and  having  thrown  his  antagonift  to  the 
ground,  cut  off  his  head,  and  bore  it  in  triumph  to  his 
camp.  The  vi^ry  was  celebrated  with  acclamations 
and  martial  mufic.  The  place  where  the  battle  was 
fought  was  called  Teoatzincoj  or  place  of  the  Divine 
Water,  and  is  dill  known  in  that  country. 

That  night  the  Spaniih  army  fixed  their  camp  upon  a 
hill,  where  there  was  a  tower,  about  eighteen  miles  from 
the  capital  of  TIafcala.  They  ercfted  barracks  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops,  and  formed  entrenchments 
for  their  defence.  In  this  place  the  Spaniards  remained 
encamped  until  the  peace  with  the  TIafcalans. 

Cortes,  in  order  to  compel  the  TIafcalans,  by  hoftili- 
ties,  to  accept  of  peace  and  the  friendfhip  which  he  of- 
fered, made  an  excurfion  on  the  3d  of  September,  with 
his  cavalry,  a  hundred  Spaniih  infantry,  three  hundred 
Chempoallas,  and  three  hundred  Mexicans  of  the  gar- 

rifon 
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rifon  of  Iztamaxtitlan,  fet  fire  to  five  or  fix  hamlets, 
and  made  four  hundred  prifoners,  whom,  after  having 
carefled  and  entertained  them,  he  fet  at  liberty,  charg- 
ing the  principal  perfons  among  them  to  go  and  oflfer 
peace,  in  his  name,  to  the  chiefs  of  that  nation.  Thej 
immediately  went  to  the  young  Xicotencatl,  who  was 
encamped^  with  a  large  army,  fix  miles  diftant  from 
that  hill.  This  fiery  youth  anfwered,  that  if  the  Spa- 
niards wilhed  to  treat  of  peace,  they  might  go  to  the 
capital,  where  they  would  be  facrificed  as  viftims  to 
then*  gods,  and  their  flefii  be  made  food  for  the  Tlaf* 
calans;  that,  as  to  himfelf,  he  would  come  the  next 
day  in  perfon,  to  give  them  a  decifive  anfwer.  This 
refolution  being  communicated  to  the  Spaniards  by  the 
fame  meflenger,  raifed  fuch  an  alarm  amongft  them,  that 
they  prepared  themfelvcs  that  night  for  death  by  the 
ccmftffion  of  the  facrament,  without,  however,  omitting 
the  neceflary  difpofitions  for  their  defence. 

The  following  day,  the  5th  of  September,  the  Tlaf- 
calan  army  appeared  not  lefs  terrible,  from  the  immenfe 
multitude  of  their  numbers,  than  beautiful  to  view^ 
from  the  infinite  variety  of  their  plumes,  and  other  mi- 
litary ornaments.  It  was  divided  into  ten  fquadrons, 
each  of  ten  thoufand  men;  every  one  carried  iu  proper 
flandard.  In  the  rear-guard,  according  to  the  cuflom 
of  that  nation,  was  placed  the  common  ftandard  of  the 
republic,  whi<^h,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  was  a 
golden  eagle  with  expanded  wings.  The  prince  Xico- 
tencatl, in  order  to  make  it  underflood  how  little  he  va- 
lued the  arms  of  the  Spaniards,  and  that  he  fcomed  to 
take  them  by  famine,  but  meant  to  conquer  them  by 
battle>  fent  them  a  refrefliment  of  three  hundred  tur- 
kies  and  two  hundred  baficets  of  Tamalli^  to  recruit 

Vol.  II.  R  r  their 
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their  ftrcngth  for  the  engagement.  A  little  after  be 
detached  two  thoufand  brave  men  to  enter  the  camp  of 
the  Spaniards  by  aflault.  This  attack  was  fo  violent 
and  fadden^  that  they  forced  the  entrenchments,  en- 
tered the  camp,  and  encountered  man  to  man  with  the 
Spaniards.  The  Tlafcalans  might  now  have  proved  con- 
querors, not  only  from  the  fupcriority  of  their  numbers, 
but  alfo  from  their  bravery  and  the  nature  of  their 
arms,  which  were  pikes,  lances,  fwords,  and  darts,  with 
double  and  tripje  points,  if  a  difcord  among  themfelves 
had  not  rendered  the  viftory  eafy  to  their  enemies. 
ITie  fon  of  Chichimeca  Teuftli,  who  commanded  a  bo- 
dy of  troops  belonging  to  his  father,  having  received 
fome  infult  in  words  from  the  arrogant  Xicotencatl,  con- 
ceived fo  much  indignation  againft  him,  that  he  chal- 
lenged him  to  a  fingle  combat,  which  {hould  determine 
their  courage  and  their  fortune ;  but  having  been  re- 
fufed  this  fatisfadion,  in  order  to  be  in  fome  meafure 
revenged,  he  withdrew  from  the  field  with  the  troops 
which  were  under  his  command,  and  prevailed  upon 
thofe  of  Tlehuexolotzin  to  follow  him.  In  fpite  of  this 
disjunftion  of  the  army,  the  battle  was  obfUnate  and 
bloody.  The  Spaniards,  after  having  bravely  repulfed 
the  force  which  had  afTaulted  their  camp,  marched  in 
order  of  battle  againft  the  body  of  the  Tlafcalan  army. 
The  havock  made  by  the  artillery  upon  the  crowded 
multitude  of  the  enemy,  was  not  fufficient  to  put  the 
Tlafcalans  to  flight,  nor  prevent  them  from  filling  up 
with  expedition  all  the  vacancies  left  by  the  dead;  on  the 
contrary,  by  their  fteadinefs  and  intrepidity,  they  threw 
the  Spaniards  into  fome  confufion,  notwithflanding  the 
cries  and  reproaches  of  Cortes  and  his  captains.  At 
length,  after  fome  hours  of  engagement,  the  Spaniards 

returned 
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returned  viftorious  to  their  camp,  although  the  Tlafca- 
]ans  did  nqt  defift  from  frequent  aflaults  upon  them  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  that  day.  Of  the  Spaniards,  one  man 
was  mifling,  and  fixty  were  wounded;  likewife  all  the 
horfes.  Of  the  Tlafcalans,  great  numbers  were  killed, 
but  not  a  fingic  dead  body  was  to  be  fecn  by  the  Spa- 
niards, owing  to  the  diligence  and  aftivity  with  which 
they  carried  them  off  the  field  of  battle. 

XicotencatI,  difgufted  at  the  unhappy  iffue  of  this  ex- 
pedition, confulted  the  diviners  of  TIafcala,  who  report- 
ed that  thofe  ftrangcrs  being  the  children  of  the  fun 
were  invincible  during  the  day;  but,  as  fooa  as  night 
arrived,  by  want  of  the  genial  heat  of  that  luniinary, 
they  were  deprived  of  ftrength  to  defend  themfelves. 
In  confequence  of  this  oracle,  that  general  refolved  to 
make  another  affault  upon  the  Spanifh  camp  during  the 
night.  In  the  mean  while,  Cortes  fallied  out  afrefh  to 
conmiit  hoflilities  in  the  neighbouring  villages,  of  which 
he  burned  ten,  and  among  thofe  one  of  three  thoufand 
houfes,  and  returned  with  feveral  prifoners. 

XicotencatI,  that  the  blow  might  not  fail  which  he 
meditated  upon  the  Spaniards,  took  pains  firft  to  gain 
information  of  the  ftrength  and  difpofition  of  their 
camp.  He  fent  therefoi-e  fifty  men  to  Cortes  with  a 
]»^ent,  accompanied  with  many  expreflions  of  kindnefs 
and  courtefy,  charging  them  to  obferve  every  thing  mi- 
nutely:  but  they  were  unable  to  do  this  with  difllmu- 
lation  fufficient  to  prevent  its  being  difcovered  by  Tcuch, 
one  of  the  three  principal  Chempoallefe,  who  immediate- 
ly intimated  his  fufpicion  to  Cortes.  This  general  hav- 
ing called  fome  of  the  fpies  afide,  forced  them  by  means 
of  threats  to  reveal  that  XicotencatI  was  preparing  to 
attack  them  the  following  night,  and  that  they  were 

fent 
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fent  on  purpofe  to  obferve,  at  what  part  of  the  camp 
they  could  mod  eaiily  make  their  entry.  Cortes  having 
beard  this  confeffion  (a\  made  the  hands  of  all  the  fifty 
be  cut  oS,  and  fent  diem  back  to  Xicotencatl,  defiring 
diem  to  let  him  know  that  come  when  he  would,  hj 
day  or  by  night,  he  would  always  make  him  fcnfibic 
that  they  were  Spaniards;  and  the  circumflances  ap- 
pearing to  favour  the  batde  expeded  bcfcxe  the  army 
had  made  all  their  preparations  for  the  aflault,  he  iet 
out  about  the  dofe  of  the  night  with  a  confiderablc 
number  of  troops  and  his  horfes,  to  which  he  ordered 
litde  bells  to  be  hung  at  the  armour  of  thdr  breafls, 
and  went  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  were  juft  beginning 
their  march  towards  the  Spaniih  camp«  The  fight  <^ 
the  puniihmcnt  executed  upon  the  fpies,  and  the  found 
of  the  litde  bells  in  the  filence  and  darkncfs  of  the  nighty 
raifed  fuch  a  tremor  among  the  Tlafcalans,  that  they 
fuddenly  ftarted  into  confufion  and  diforder,  and  fled 
different  ways,  while  Xicotencatl  himfelf,  deferted  and, 
alone,  returned  in  (hame  to  Tlafcala.  Upon  this  Max* 
ixcatzin  took  occafion  to  inculcate  his  firfl  counfel,  add- 
ing to  the  arguments  he  had  already  ufed,  the  fad  ex- 
perience of  fo  many  expeditions  which  had  ended  unfile- 
ce&fully ;  he  accordingly  moved  their  minds  to  peace. 

While  this  affair  was  agitating  in  llafcala,  the  Mez- 
ktns  were  deliberating  what  courfe  fhould  be  taken  with 
thofe  (bangers.  Montezuma  having  heard  of  the  vido- 
ries  of  the  Spaniards,  and  apprehenfive  of  their  confe- 
derating with  the  Tlafcalans,  fummoned  the  king  of 
« Tezcuco,  his  nephew,  the  prince  Cuitlahuatzin,  and  his 
other  counfeUors,  exphincd  the  ftatc  of  affiurs  to  them, 

difdofed 

(«)  Some  hiftoriani  (kf,  that  the  fingers  otAj  of  the  Halcalan  fpUp  wen 
cut  off;  but  Cortes  himfelf  iays,  that  he  made  their  hands  be  cut  off. 


HISTORY    OF   MEXICO.  917 

difdofed  his  fears^  and  demaoded  their. advice.  The 
king  of  Tezcuco  adhered  to  his  fonaer  opinion;  which 
was,  that  thofc  ftrangers  fhould  be  courtcoufly  treated 
in  every  place  through  which  they  pafled;  that  they 
ihould  be  kindly  welcomed  at  court,  and  their  propofi* 
tions  heard,  as  well  as  thofe  of  any  other  va^l,  the 
king  dill  preferring  his  fupreme  authority,  and  exa^qg 
the  decorum  and  refpe£l  due  to  the  majefty  of  thi 
throne ;  that  if  they  fhould  defign  any  thing  againft  the 
perfon  of  the  king,  or  the  (late,  force  and  feverity  (hoidd 
then  be  employed  againft  them.  The  prince  Cnitht 
huatzin  repeated  what  he  had  £ud  in  the  firft  coafcat^ 
ence,  which  was,  that  it  did  not  feem  expedient  to  adf 
mit  thofe  ftrangers  into  the  coort;  that  a  valuable  pre* 
f^t  fhould  be  fent  to  their  chief,  diat  he  fhould  bt 
afked  what  things  of  that  country  he  demanded  for  the 
great  lord  in  whofe  name  he  came,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
offered  the  friendfhip  and  correfpondeoce  of  the  Mexi<* 
cans ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  fhould  again  be  impprtunr 
el  to  return  to  his  native  cotmtry.  Among  the  reft  of 
the  counfellors,  fomc  adopted  the  <^nion  of  the  king  of 
Tezcuco,  fome  that  of  the  lord  of  Iztapalapan,  while 
others  fided  with  Montezuma.  This  unfbrtunalte  kii^ 
&w  every  where  ol^eds  and  motives  of  terror.  The 
confederacy  which  he  dreaded  of  the  Tlafcalans  with 
the  Spaniards  kept  him  in  the  utmoft  uneaHnefs.  Oft 
the  other  hand,  he  was  apprehenfive  of  the  alliance  of 
Cortes  with  the  prince  Ixtlilxochitl,  his  nq>hew  and 
iwom  enemy,  who  from  the  time  that  he  had  confpired 
ogainft  the  king  of  Tezcuco  his  brother,  had  never  laid 
<down  his  arms,  and  was  at  this  very  junfture  at  the 
iiead  of  a  fcmnidable  army  at  Otompan.    Thofe  caufeg 

of 
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of  alarm  were  ftill  more  augmented  by  the  rcbdiion  of 
feveral  provinces  who  had  followed  the  example  of  the 
Totonacas. 

He  fent  therefore  fix  ambafladors  to  Cortes,  with  a 
thoufand  curions  cotton  drcfTes,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
gold  and  beautiful  feathers,  and  charged  them  to  con* 
gratulate  him  in  his  name  upon  his  viftories,  to  make 
him  offers  of  (lill  more  confiderable  prefcnts,  and  to  dif* 
fuade  him  fiom,  the  journey  to  Mexico,  by  rcprcfcnting 
to  him  the  difficulty  of  the  way,  and  other  obftades 
not  cafy  to  be  furmounted.  The  ambafladors  imme- 
diately  departed,  with  a  retinue  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred men,  and  having  arrived  at  the  Spanifh  camp,  ex- 
ecuted with  pun£hiality  the  whole  of  their  commiffion. 
Cortes  received  them  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  their 
charader,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  infinitely  obliged 
to  the  bounty  of  fo  great  a  monarch;  but  he  purpofely 
detained  the  ambaffadors,  in  hopes  that  in  the  time  of 
their  ftay  fome  occafion  of  engaging  with  the  TIafcalans 
might  prefent  itfelf,  by  which  the  Mexicans  might  be 
impreffed  with  an  idea  of  the  bravery  of  his  troops,  and 
the  fuperiority  of  the  European  arms ;  or  that  if  peace 
(hould  be  made  with  the  republic,  they  might  be  wit- 
neffes  of  the  fevcrity  with  which  he  intended  to  repri- 
mand the  TIafcalans  for  their  obftinacy.  It  was  not  long 
before  the  occafion  which  he  fo  much  defired  prefented 
itfelf.  Three  divifions  of  the  enemy  came  down  upon 
the  Spanifii  camp  with  terrible  howls,  and  a  temped  of 
darts  and  arrows.  Cortes,  although  he  had  that  day 
taken  a  purgative  medicine,  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
went  intrepidly  againft  the  TIafcalans,  who  were  defeat- 
ed  without  much  trouble  in  the  fight  of  the  Mexican 
ambafladors. 

The 
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The  partizans  of  the  old  XicotencatI  being  at  lad  per- 
fuaded  that  the  war  with  the  Spaniards  was  by  no  means 
advantageous  to  the  repubh'c,  and  fearing  befides  that 
diey  might  form  an  alliance  with  the  Mexicans,  unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  make  peace,  and  chofe.  the  fame 
general  who  had  fought  againft  them  to  mediate  between 
them.  XicotencatI,  though  at  firfl  he  refufed  to  do  fo^ 
from  being  aihamed  of  the  unhappy  iffue  of  the  war,  was 
at  lad  obliged  to  charge  himfelf  with  the  commii&on. 
He  was  accompanied  to  the  camp  by  a  noble  and  numer« 
ous  retinue,  fainted  Cortes  in  the  name  of  the  republic, 
cxcufed  themfelves  for  the  hoftilities  already  (hewn,  from 
having  believed  him  to  be  the  ally  of  Montezuma,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  fuperb  prefents  fcnt  him  from 
Mexico,  but  alio  the  large  troop  of  Mexicans  who  fol- 
lowed him }  promifed  him  a  firm  peace,  and  an  eternal 
alliance  with  the  Tlafcalans,  and  prefented  him  a  little 
gold,  and  fome  bales  of  fine  cotton,  apologizing  for  the 
fcantinefs  of  their  offers,  with  the  poverty  of  their  coun- 
try occafioned  by  their  conftant  wars  with  the  Mexicans, 
who  prevented  their  commerce  with  other  provinces. 
Cortes  omitted  no  demonftration  of  refpe£^  towards 
XicotencatI ;  he  made  an  appearance  of  being  fatisfied 
with  his  excufes,  but  required  that  the  peace  fhould  be 
fincere  and  permanent ;  for  that  if  they  ever  broke  it, 
he  would  take  fuch  revenge  as  would  make  an  example 
of  them  to  other  nations. 

Peace  being  concluded,  and  Xicotencal  having  taken 
his  leave,  Cortes  ordered  mafs  to  be  celebrated  as  a 
thankfgiving  to  the  Almighty.  Every  one  will  be  able 
to  imagine  the  difplcafure  the  Mexican  ambaffadors  muft 
have  received  in  feeing  fuch  an  accommodation  take 
place.     They  complained  of  it  to  Cortes,  and  blamed 

his 
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his  eafy  credalk^  in  the  promilb  of  men  fo  perfidioiu  as 
the  T1a(caians*  Thej  told  him,  that  tfaofie  appcaraoocs 
of  peace  were  4efigned  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  in- 
fpire  him  with  co&6dence  to  enter  their  capital,  that  they 
might  there,  withoot  hazard,  execute  that  wUch  diej 
had  not  been  able  to  accomplifti  hj  arms  in  the  field  ; 
that  it  was  fit  be  fliould  contrail  the  conduA  of  their  f&» 
nate  with  that  of  the  court  of  Mexico :  the  TIafcalans 
after  having,  with  the  femblance  of  peace>  granted  them 
permiilion  to  enter  their  countr7,  had  yet  not  defifted 
from  making  war  upon  them,  until  they  fouiKl  all  thek 
aims  and  oppoficion  fruitlefs.  From  the  Mexicans,  on  ^le 
contrary,  diey  had  fuffered  no  hoftilities,  had  rather  tact 
with  the  mod  difitrent  reception,  the  greateft  refped  and 
attention  in  every  place  of  their  dominions  where  they 
had  pafled,  and. from  their  fovereigu  the  mod  diftinguifh* 
ed  proo&  of  benevdence  and  friendfhip.  Cortes  ufwer- 
ed,  that  he  never  meant  by  fuch  connexion  to  do  wrong 
to  the  court  of  Mexico,  to  which  he  acknowledged  htm« 
felf  under  high  obligations  ;  as  he  was  defirous  of  peace 
with  all  parties ;  that  befides  be  did  not  fear  any  thing 
from  the  TIafcalans,  if  they  chofe  to  become  his  enemies ; 
that  as  for  him  and  the  other  Spaniards,  it  was  the  fame 
thing  whether  they  were  attacked  in  a  city  or  in  the 
country,  by  night  or  by  day,  as  they  were  ficilled  to 
conquer  at  all  tones,  and  in  all  places ;  that  even  on  ac* 
count  of  th^t  very  iniinuation  which  they  had  thrown  out 
againft  the  TIafcalans,  he  was  defirous  of  repairing  to 
their  city,  to  have  an  opportunity  there  of  taking  exem- 
plary vengeance  on  their  perfidy. 

The  TIafcalans  were  extremely  diftant  from  any  fuch* 
difingenuoufnefs  as  was  imputed  to  them  by  the  Mexicans; 
for  from  that  moment  in  which  peace  was  decreed  by  the 

fcnatc. 
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fenate,  they  continued  the  moft  feithful  allies  of  the 
Spaniards,  as  will  appear  in  the  fequel.  The  fenate 
dcfired  to  have  Cortes  at  Tlafcala  with  all  his  troops,  to 
confirm  rtiore  effcdually  their  ftipnlated  fricndfliip,  and 
to  treat  ferionfly  of  a  confederacy  againft  the  Mexicans^ 
and  had  .already,  by  means  of  their  meflengers,  invited 
that  general  to  accept  of  accommodation  in  their  city ; 
profeffing  the  utmoft  regret  at  feeing  fuch  illuflrious 
friends  of  the  republic  fuffering  (o  many  inconveniences. 

The  alliance  with  the  Tlafcalans  was  not  the  only  fruit 
which  t;he  Spaniards  reaped  from  their  victories.  In  the 
fame  camp  where  he  had  received  the  Tlafcalan  ambafla* 
dor,  he  was  favoured  with  two  othfer  embaiBes  from  the 
republic  of  Huexotzinco,  and  the  prince  IxtlilxochitL 
The  Huexotzincas,  who  had  formerly  been  vaffak  of  thd 
crown  of  Mexico,  and  the  eneiiilcs  of  the  Tlafcalans,  had 
delivered  themfelves  from  the  dominion  of  the  Mciicans^ 
and  confederated  with  the  Tljtfcalans  their  neighbour*, 
and  now  they  imitated  their  example  in  making  offers  of 
alliance  and  confederacy  to  the  Spaniards.  The  prince 
Ixtlilxochitl  fent  ambaffadors  to  Cortes,  to  congratulate 
htm  on  his  viftories  over  the  Tlafcalans,  and  to  invite  him 
to  make  a  journey  to  Teotlalpan,  where  he  propofed  td 
unite  his  forces  with  thofe  of  the  Spaniards  againft  the 
king  of  Mexico.  Cortes,  as  foon  as  he  was  informed  of 
the  rank,  pretcnfions,  and  forces  of  that  prince,  readily 
accepted  his  alliance,  and  engaged  to  aiEft  to  place  him 
upon  the  throne  of  Acolbuacan. 

At  the  fame  time  the  ambaffador,  who  was  expefted 
from  Mexico,  returned  from  that  court  with  a  prefent  of 
jewels  and  gold,  worth  fifteen  hundred  fequins,  two 
hundred  coftly  habits  of  feathers,  and  new  fuggeftions 
from  that  monarch  to  divert  the  Spanilh  general  from  his 

Vol.  II.  S  s       V  journey 
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jouraey  to  Mexico,  and  from  any  fricndihip  with  the 
Tlafcalans.  Such  were  the  vain  efforts  of  pufiilanimitj 
in  Montezuma,  while  the  great  quantity  of  gold  he  daily 
expended  in  prefents  to  thofe  flrangers,  was  but  fo  much 
more  in  purchafe  of  the  chains  which  were  foon  to  fetter 
his  liberty. 

Six  days  had  elapfed  fince  the  peace  made  with  TIaf« 
cala,  when  the  four  lords  of  that  republic,  in  order  toin« 
duce  the  Spaniards  to  remove  to  Tlafcala,  made  them- 
felves  be  tranfported  in  portable  chairs  or  litters,  with  a 
numerous  attendance  to  their  camp.  The  mutual  de- 
monftrations  of  joy  and  refpeA  were  extraordinary  on  both 
fides.  That  famous  fenate,  not  contented  with  ratifying 
the  alliance,  of  their  own  accord  acknowledged  obedience 
to  the  Catholic  king,  which  was  the  more  acceptable  to 
the  Spaniards,  the  more  the  Tlafcalans  had  prized  their 
liberty,  which  they  had  enjoyed  from  time  immemorial. 
They  complained  with  much  fliow  of  affedion,  of  the 
diffidence  of  Cortes,  and  prevailed  upon  him  by  their 
entreaties  to  refolve  upon  his  departure  for  Tlafcala  the 
next  day. 

There  was  now  a  deficiency  of  fifty-five  Spaniards  of 
the  number  who  had  enlifted  in  Cuba,  and  thofe  remain^- 
ing  were  for  the  moft  part  wounded  and  difpirited ;  and 
fuch  difcontent  and  apprehenfions  began  to  feize  the 
foldiers,  that  they  not  only  fpoke  difrefpeafiilly  of  their 
chief  in  private,  but  alfo  conjured  him  to  return  to  Vera 
Cruz }  but  Cortes  encouraged  them,  and  by  powerful 
arguments  touching  their  honour,  and  his  own  example 
of  fortitude  and  firmnefs  in  dangers  and  fatigue,  be  re* 
kindled  in  them  frefh  zeal  for  his  undertakings.  At 
length  they  all  feemed  to  conceive  hopes  of  fuccefs,  from 

the 
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the  confederacies  they  had  made,  to  the  projcAs  of  their 
general. 

The  Mexican  ambaffadors  whom  Cortes  ftill  detained 
\9iih  him,  rcfufed  to  accompany  him  to  TIafcala ;  but  he 
perfuaded  them  to  go  along  with  him,  promifing  them, 
that  they  fliould  be  perfeftly  fccure  under  his  proteftion. 
Having  removed  their  donbts,  he  marched  his  army  in 
good  order  and  preparation  for  every  event.  In  the 
cities  of  Tecompantzinco  and  Atlihuctzian,  they  were  re- 
ceived  with  all  poffibic  courtefy,  though  not  inaftyle  equal 
to  the  magnificent  entry  they  made  into  the  capital,  from 
which  the  four  lords  of  the  republic  came  out  to  meet 
the  Spaniards  with  a  numerous  concourfe  of  the  nobility, 
and  fo  great  a  crowd  of  inhabitants,  that  fome  have  af- 
firmed they  amounted  to  a  hundred  thoufand  people ;  a 
calculation,  by  no  means  improbable,  confidcring  the 
populoufnefs  of  TIafcala,  and  the  furprifing  novelty  of 
thofe  extraordinary  ftrangers,  who  awakened  the  curiofity 
of  all  that  extenfive  region.  In  all  the  (Ireets  of  the 
city  were  formed,  according" to  the  ufagc  of  thofe  nations, 
arches  of  flowers  and  branches,  and  a  confufed  mufic  of 
mftruments  and  acclamations  refounded  from  all  fides, 
accompanied  with  fuch  jubilee  and  rejoicing,  that  it  ap* 
peared  to  be  rather  the  celebration  of  the  triumph  of  the 
republic  than  of  that  of  its  enemies.  This  day  ftill  com« 
memorated  in  TIafcala,  was  the  23d  of  September,  1519. 

That  city  was  then  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the 
country  of  Anahuac.  Cortes,  in  his  letters  to  Charles 
V.  affirms,  that  in  grandeur,  populoufnefs,  buildings,  and 
abundance  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  it  exceeded  Granada 
when  that  was  taken  from  the  Moors ;  and  that  at  the 
market,  of  which  he  gives  a  dcfcription,  there  daily  af- 
fembled  about  thirty  thoufand  merchants  and  people  of 

bufinefs. 
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bofincfs.  The  fame  oxiqueror  attdb,  that  having  ob* 
taiDcd  an  order  of  the  fchate  to  make  the  houfes  and 
inhabitants  be  numbered  which  were  in  the  city,  the  vil- 
lages, and  hamlets  of  the  republic,  there  were  found  up- 
wards of  fifty  thoufand  houfes,  and  more  than  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  inhabitants. 

The  Tlafcalans  had  prepared,  for  the  Spaniards  and 
all  their  allies,  a  handfome  and  commodious  dwelling. 
Cortes  defired  that  the  Mexican  ambafiadors  might  be 
lodged  in  apartments  near  to  his  own,  not  only  in  refi>ed 
to  them,  but  alfo  to  banifh  from  their  minds  any  diflruft 
of  the  Tlafcalans.  The  chiefs  of  the  republic,  in  order 
to  give  the  Spaniards  a  new  proof  of  the  fincerity  of 
the'u-  friendflup,  prefented  to  Cortes  thirty  beautiful 
young  women.  Ccntes  refufed  them  at  firft,  alleging, 
that  the  Chriftian  law  forbid  polygamy;  but  afterwards, 
to  avoid  giving  offence,  he  accepted  fome  of  them  as 
compaui<»i8  to  Marina.  In  fpite  of  this  refufal,  they 
prefented  him  foon  after  five  virgins  of  the  firft  nobility, 
whom  Cortes  accepted  for  the  fake  of  ftrengthcning  his 
fnend(hip  with  the  republic 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefsful  beginning,  Cortes  he- 
came  defirous  of  perfuading  the  chiefs  of  the  republic 
and  the  nobles,  to  abandon  their  fuperftitious  rites,  and 
tckopwlcdge  the  only  true  divinity;  but  although  his 
reafons  were  perfuafive,  and  they  ccmfefled  the  power 
of  that  God  whom  the  Spaniards  adored,  they  could 
not,  however,  be  induced  to  renounce  their  ahfurd  dti- 
ties,  becaufe  them  believed  them  difpenfers  of  human 
felicity.  **  Our  god  Cama^LtlCi"  they  faid,  *^  grants 
*^  us  viAory  over  Qur  enemies;  our  goddefs  Matlalcuge 
*^  fends  rain  to  our  ficIdS|and  defends  us  from  the  inun-< 

"  daiion 
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**  daiion  of  Zahuapaa  (^).  To  each  of  our  gods  we 
**  arc  indebted  for  a  part  of  the  l)appinef$  of  our  lives, 
*^  and  their  anger,  if  provoked,  might  draw  down  upon 
"  the  Hate  the  mod  fevpre  punifliment/*  Cortes,  ftimu- 
lated  by  a  zeal  too  ardent  and  violent,  was  defirous  of 
treating  the  idols  of  Tlafcala  in  the  fame  manner  as  he 
had  fuccefsfully  done  thofe  of  Chempoallan;  but  Olme- 
do,  and  other  perfons  of  refpeA,  diiTuaded  him  from  fo 
ra(h  an  attempt,  reprefenting  to  him,  that  fuch  an  ad  of 
violence,  befides  not  being  conducive  to  the  promulga* 
tion  of  the  gofpel,  might  prove  the  ruin  of  the  Spaniard! 
in  a  city  fo  populous,  and  attached  to  fuperftition.  Ne« 
vcrthclefs,  he  did  not  ceafe,  during  twenty  days  which" 
he  flopped  there,  to  reproach  them  with  the  cruelties  of 
their  facrifices,  and  to  inculcate  the  purity  of  his  fyflem 
of  morality,  the  falfenefs  of  their  deities,  and  the  exidence 
of  a  fupreme  Being,  who  governs  ail  natural  caufes,  and 
yratches  with  mod  admirable  providence  over  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  creatures.  Thofe  exhortations,  made 
by  a  perfon  of  fo  great  authority,  and  of  whom  the  Tla- 
fcalans  had  formed  a  very  elevated  idea,  although  they 
did  not  produce  all  the  cSeA  deiired,  had  confiderable 
influence,  and  fo  far  moved  the  fenate,  that  they  confentr 
cd  to  break  the  cages,  and  fet  at  liberty  all  the  prifoner$ 
and  ilavcs  which  were  to  be  facrificed  to  their  gods  on 
folemn  feilivals,  or  other  public  occafions  of  the  (late. 

Thus  every  day  the  alliance  with  the  Tlafcalans  was 
more  firmly  edabliihed,  in  fpite  of  the  repeated  fuggef* 
tions  of  the  Mexican  ambafladors  to  break  it.  Cortes^ 
though  well  perfuaded  of  the  fincerity  of  the  Tlafcalans, 
had  given  orders  to  his  troops  to  hold  themfelves  always 
prepared  for  whatever  might  happen.    The  fcnatc  was 

offended 

(^)  A  river  of  TlUaU. 
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oflfcodcd  at  diis,  and  complained  bitterly  of  bis  diffidence, 
after  (o  many  manifcft  proofs  of  their  good  faith;  but 
Cones  excufed  it,  by  protefBng,  that  be  did  not  (o  from 
any  diffidence  of  the  TIafcalans,  but  becaufe  it  was  the 
pradice  of  the  Spaniards:  this  anfwer  fatisfied  the  fenate, 
and  the  difdpline  of  his  foldiers  pleafed  them  fo  much, 
that  Maxixcatzin  propc/ed  to  introduce  it  among  the 
troops  of  the  republic 

At  length  CcHtes  having  procured,  during  the  time 
he  ftayed  in  Tlaicala,  a  diftind  information  of  the  city  of 
Mexico,  of  the  forces  of  that  kingdom,  and  every  other 
particular  which  could  farther  his  proje^,  determined  to 
continue  his  journey;  but  before  he  fet  out,  he  prefent- 
ed  a  great  number  of  the  mod  beautiful  habits  which  he 
had  received  from  Montezuma,  to  the  Tlafcalans.  He 
was  doubtful  of  the  route  he  fhould  purfue  to  that  city. 
The  Mexican  ambafladors  propofed  that  he  fhould  go  by 
Cholula,  where  there  was  good  accommodation  prepared 
for  all  his  people.  The  Tlafcalans  oppofed  that  intention, 
by  reprefenting  the  perfidy  of  the  Cholulans,  and  advifed 
him  to  proceed  by  Huexotzinco,  a  fhte  confederated 
equally  with  (hem  and  the  Spaniards,  but  Cortes  refblv- 
ed  to  go  by  Cholula,  not  only  to  pleafe  the  ambaffiidors, 
but  alfo  to  fhew  the  Tlafcalans  the  little  regard  he  paid 
to  the  force  of  his  enemies. 

The  Cholulans  had  been  formerly  the  allies  of  the 
Tlafcalans;  but  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  were 
confederated  with  the  Mexicans,  and  the  fwom  enemies 
of  that  republic.  The  caufe  of  fo  great  an  enmity  had 
been  the  perfidy  of  the  Cholulans.  In  a  battle  with 
the  Mexicans,  while  they  were  yet  the  allies  of  the  Tla- 
fcalans, being  in  the  vanguard  of  the  army,  by  a  fudden 
evolution  they  put  themfelves  in  the  rear,  and,  attacking 

the 
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the  TIafcalans  behind  while  the  Mexicans  were  upon 
their  front,  made  a  great  {laughter  of  them.  The  ha- 
tred which  this  deteftable  treachery  had  raifed  in  the 
breads  of  the  TIafcalans  made  them  anxious  for  an  op- 
portunity of  revenge,  and  no  time  had  appeared  more 
favourable  than  now,  when  they  were  become  confede- 
rated with  the  Spaniards.  In  order  to  infpire  Cortes 
with  diflike  to  them,  and  induce  him  to  make  war  upon 
that  (late,  they  acquainted  him  with  its  condu£k  towards 
him;  that  they  had  not  fent  any  meflengers  with  com- 
pliments to  him,  whereas  the  Huexotzincas  had  done  fo, 
although  their  ftate  was  at  a  much  greater  diftance. 
They  informed  him  alfo  of  the  meflage  which  they  faid 
they  had  received  from  the  Cholulans,  reproaching  them 
for  their  alliance  with  the  Spaniard!;;  calling  them  bafe 
and  cowardly,  and  threatening  them,  that  if  they  fhould 
attempt  any  thing  againft  their  facred  city  they  (hould 
all  pcrifliby  being  drowned;  for  among  their  other  er- 
rors, they  were  perfuaded,  that  whenever  they  chofc 
they  could,  by  raifing  the  walls  of  the  fanftuary  of  Quet- 
zalcoatl,  make  fuch  large  rivers  fpring  from  thence,  as 
would  in  a  moment  overflow  the  city ;  and  although  the 
TIafcalans  dreaded  fuch  a  cataftrophe,  the  deiire  of  re- 
venge overcame  their  fears. 

Cortes,  moved  by  thefe  fuggeflions,  fent  four  noble 
TIafcalans  to  Cholula,  to  know  why  they  had  not  paid 
the  fame  regard  which  was  (hewn  to  him  by  the  Huexot- 
zincas. The  Cholulans  laid  their  excufe  on  the  enmity 
of  the  TIafcalans,  in  whom  they  never  could  repofe  any 
/  confidence  (c).  This  anfwer  was  brought  by  four  com- 
mon 

(e)  Torqnemada  adds,  that  the  Cholulans  retained  the  principal  meflenger 
pf  tht  Tlafcabnt,  and  with  favage  cmclty  flayed  his  face  and  arms,  and  cut  off 

hit 
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moo  people,  which  was  confidered  as  a  maoifeft  demon- 
((ration  of  difrcfpeft.  Cortes  being  advertifed  of  it  by 
the  TIafcalans,  fcnt  four  of  the  Chempoallefc,  to  tell  the 
Cholutans  that  the  embafly  of  a  monarch  fo  great  as  the 
king  of  Spain,  ought  not  to  have  been  entrufted  to  (uch 
low  meffengers,  nor  were  they  theinfclves  worthy  to  hear 
ft ;  to  let  them  know,  that  the  Catholic  krag  was  the 
true  lord  of  all  Aat  country,  and  that  in  his  name  he 
came  to  demand  homage  of  thofe  people;  that  thofe  who 
fliottld  fubmit  to  him  would  be  honoured,  and  the  rebels 
puniAed  according  to  their  defcrt;  that  therefore  they 
ihould  make  theh"  appearance  within  three  days  in  Tlaf- 
cala,  to  give  obedience  to  thdr  fovercign,  otherwift 
they  would  be  treated  as  enemies.  The  Cholulans,  al- 
though it  is  to  be  fuppofed  they  treated  fo  arrogant  an 
crabaffy  with  burlefque,  in  order  to  diflcmble  their  mali- 
cious intention,  prdfented  themfelves  the  next  day  to 
Cortes,  requcftirig  him  to  excufe  their  omiffion,  occafion- 
cd  by  the  enmity  of  the  TIafcalans,  declaring  themfelves 
not  only  the  friends  of  the  Spaniards,  but  alfo  the  vaf- 
fids  of  the  king  of  Spain. 

Having  determined  his  route  through  Cholula,  Cortes 
fet  out  with  all  his  people,  and  a  confidcrable  number  of 
Tlafcalan  troops  (d%  all  which  he  foon  difcharged,  ex- 
cept fix  thoufand  men,  whom  he  chofc  to  accompany 
him.     A  little  way  before  they  arrived  at  Cholula,  the 

principal 

hjs  hands ;  but  this  account  it  unqoelUonably  falfe,  for  fo  atrocious  a  proceed- 
ing could  not  remaiu  unknown  t6  the  Spaniards;  but  neither  Cortes,  Bemal 
Dial,  Dor  uxf  other  of  the  ML  hifboriMt  mention  it.  Cortes  woold  not  harre 
omitted  it  in  his  letter  to  Charles  V.  to  juftify  the  feverity  of  his  chaftifcmeDt 
of  the  Cholulaus. 

{d)  Cortes  (ays,  that  this  army  of  the  TUTcalans  confided  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  men.  Bernal  t)iaz  affirms,  as  an  undoubted 
hAf  which  was  well  known  to  him,  that  it  conflfl,ed  only  of  fifty  thoufand 
men.    This  number  appears  the  moft  probable- 
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principal  lords  and  priefts,  with  cenfers  in  their  hands 
and  mufical  iodruments,  came  out  to  meet  him,  and  af- 
ter having  paid  the  ufual  ceremonies  of  refpeft,  they  told 
the  general,  that  he  might  enter  with  all  his  people  and 
the  Totonacasj  but  they  could  not  admit  their  enemies 
the  Tlafcalans.  'ro  this  Cortes  confcnted  through  com- 
plaifance,and  the  Tlafcalans  remained  encamped  without 
the  city,  imitating  in  the  difpofition  of  their  camp,  the 
order  of  their  centinels,  and  other  things,  the  military 
difcipline  of  the  Spaniards.  At  the  entry  of  the  Spa- 
ni(h  army  into  Cholula,  a  fimilar  crowd  of  people  was 
colleded,  and  the  fame  ceremonies,  acclamations,  and 
rcfpcft,  were  obferved,  though  not  with  the  fame  fmcc- 
rity,  as  in  Tlafcala. 

Cholula  was  then  a  populous  city,  eighteen  miles  dif- 
tant  from  Tlafcala  towards  the  fouth,  and  about  fixty 
from  Mexico  towards  the  eaft,  and  not  lefs  celebrated 
for  the  commerce  of  its  inhabitants  than  its  religion.  It 
was  fituated,  as  it  is  at  prefent,  in  a  beautiful  plain,  and 
at  a  fmall  diflance  from  that  group  of  mountains  which 
furround  the  valley  of  Mexico  towards  the  eaft.  Its  po- 
pulation at  that  time,  as  Cortes  affirms,  occupied  about 
forty  thoufand  houfes,  and  there  were  as  many  in  the 
circumjacent  villages  which  were  in  the  nature  of  fuburbs 
to  it.  Its  commerce  confifted  in  manufactures  of  cottoD, 
gems,  and  plates  of  clay,  and  it  was  much  famed  for  its 
jewellers  and  potters.  With  refpeft  to  religion,  it  may 
be  faid,  that  Cholula  was  the  Rome  of  Anahuac.  The 
celebrated  Quetzalcoail  having  paffcd  fo  many  years  in 
that /city,  and  fliewn  fo  much  afFcftion  to  his  fubjefts, 
was  the  caufe  that  after  his  apothcofis,  it  was  confecrat- 
cd  by  the  moft  particular  woHhip.  The  furprifing  mul- 
titude of  temples  which  were  there,  and  in  particular  the 

Vol.  II.  T  t  greater 
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greater  temple,   ereftcd  upon  an  artificial  moantaiD, 
which  is  ftill  extfting,  drew  innumerable  pilgrims,  not, 
only  from  the  neighbouring  cities,  but  likewife  from  the 
mod  didant  provinces,  to  perform  their  devotions  at  that 
imagined  holy  fpot. 

Cortes  was  lodged,  with  all  his  troops,  in  fomc  large 
buildings,  where,  during  the  two  firft  days,  they  were 
abundantly  fupplied  with  provifions  ;  but  very  foon  they 
began  to  grow  fcanty,  until  at  laft  there  was  nothing  fur- 
nilhed  by  the  city  but  wood  and  water.     This  was  not 
the  only  proof  of  their  fecret  machinations  and  inten- 
tions ;  for  every  moment  they  difcovcred  new  indications 
of  the  treachery  which  they  meditated.     The  Chempo- 
allefe  allies  obferved,  that  they  had  made  holes  and  dug 
pits  in  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  in  which  rhey  had  fixed 
iharp  (lakes,  and  covered  them  with  earth,  which  it  ap- 
peared was  done  for  no  other  purpofc  than  to  wound  and 
difable  the  horfes.     Eight  men,  who  came  from  the 
camp  of  the  Tlafcalans,  apprifed  them  that  they  bad  feea 
crowds  of  women  and  children  coming  out  of  the  city  > 
a  certain  fign  among  ihofe  nations  of  fomc  impending 
commotion.     Befidcs,  it  was  found  out,  that  in  fome  of 
the  ftreets  they  had  formed  entrenchments,  and  cdlefled 
great  heaps  of  ftones  upon  the  tops  of  the  houfes.  Laft- 
ly,  a  Cholulan  woman  of  rank,  who  had  become  ena- 
moured of  the  beauty,  the  fpirit,  and  difcretion  of  Ma- 
rina, intreated  her  to  favc  herfclf  in  her  houfc  from  the 
danger  which  threatened  the  Spaniards ;  upon  which 
Marina  took  occafion  to  inform  herfclf  of  the  whole  plan 
of  the  confpiracy,  and  immediately  told  Cortes  of  ir. 
He  heard  from  the  mouth  of  the  fame  perfon,  that  the 
Chdulans,  with  the  afliftancc  of  twenty  thoufand  Mexi- 

eans> 
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cans  (e\  who  were  encamped  near  the  city,  had  con* 
ccrted  to  maffacrc  all  the  Spaniards.  Not  contented 
with  thefe  difcoveries,  he  charged  Marina  to  ufc  all  her 
art  to  bring  two  priefts  to  his  dwelling,  who  confirmed 
all  that  had  been  communicated  to  her  by  her  female 
friend. 

Cortes,  finding  himfelf  in  fuch  hazard  of  utter  de- 
flruftion,  refolved  to  adopt  the  moft  efFeftual  means  for 
his  fafety.  He  ordered  the  principal  perfons  of  the  city 
into  his  prefence,  and  told  them,  that  if  they  had  any 
quarrel  againft  the  Spaniards,  to  declare  it  frankly,  as 
became  men  of  honour,  and  he  would  give  them  fuitable 
&tisfa^on.  They  replied,  that  they  were  already  fa- 
tisfied  with  his  conduft,  and  ready  to  ferve  him  j  that 
whenever  he  chofe  to  depart,  he  ihould  be  abundantly 
provided  with  every  thing  that  was  necefl^ary  for  his  jour^ 
ncy,  and  alfo  troops  of  war  for  his  fecurity.  Cortes 
accepted  their  offer,  aad  fixed  the  next  day  for  his  dc- 
parttu-e.  The  Cholulans  were  content,  as  it  appeared 
that  every  thing  would  turn  out  favorable  to  their  trea- 
dierous  defign  ;  but  in  order  to  enfure  that  dill  more, 
they  facrificcd  to  tlicir  gods  ten  cKldreo,  five  of  each 
fex.  Cortes  called  together  his  officers,  unfolded  to 
them  the  perfidious  intentions  of  the  Cholulans,  and  or«- 
dered  then  to  give  their  fenthnents.  Some  were  of  opK 
nion  that  their  danger  ihould  be  (hunned,  by  retreating 
to  the  city  of  HucKOtainco,  which  was  hardly  nine  miles 
diftant,  or  to  Tlafcsriaj  but  the  majority  referred  them- 
felves  to  the  determioatioa  of  the  generaU     Cortes  gave 

the 


(#)  BeriMil  S>ia£fayf,  that  the  Mexican  army,  acboi^diiig  to  what  he  knew, 
ooofifted  of  twenty  thonfand  men.  Cortes  affirms,  that  the  lords  of  Cholola 
confefled  to  him,  that  that  army  was  not  cbmpofed  of  left  diad  fifty  thouiand' 
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the  orders  which  fecmcd  to  hira  moft  fuited  to  his  pur- 
pofc,  protcfttng  that  they  could  never  be  fccure  in  Mex- 
ico unlefs  they  puniflicd  that  deceitful  city  with  feverity* 
He  ordered  the  auxiliary  troops  of  Tlafcala  to  ftorm  the 
city  at  fun-rife  the  next  day,  and  to  cut  off  every  citizen 
without  pardon  to  any  one  except  women  and  children. 
The  day  at  length  arrived,  which  wreaked  difafter  on 
Cholula.     The  Spaniards  prepared  their  horfcs,  their 
artillery,  their  arms,  and  formed  themfelves  in  order,  ia 
a  fquare  of  their  dwelling,  which  was  defigned  for  the 
principal  theatre  of  the  approaching  tragedy.  The  Cho- 
lulans  repaired  thither  at  break  of  day.     The  chieft, 
with  about  forty  nobles,  and  the  baggage  men  entered 
into  the  halls  and  chambers  to  lift  up  the  equipage, 
when  fuddenly  guards  were  placed  to  prevent  their  ef- 
cape.     The  Cholulan  troops,  or  at  lead  great  part  of 
them,  entered  into  the  fquare  along  with  the  principal 
lord  of  that  city,  at  the  requeft,  it  is  probable,  of  Cortes 
himfcif,  who,  mounting  on  horfeback,  fpoke  to  them  in 
this  manner :  ^'  Cholulans,  I  have  endeavoured  to  make 
**  you  my  friends  ;  I  have  entered  peaceably  into  your 
"  city,  and  here  you  have  received  no  wrong  from  me, 
"  nor  any  of  my  friends ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  you 
^^  might  have  no  fubjeA  of  complaint,  I  confented  that 
<*  the  auxiliary  troops  of  the  Tlafcalans  (hould  not  be 
"  admitted  here  :  bdides,  I  have  requefted  you  to  fay 
**  freely,  if  we  had  done  you  any  injury,  that  you  might 
**  have  fatisfaftion  j  but  you  have,  with  deteilable  per- 
**  fidy,  under  the  appearance  of  friendfliip,  laid  a  fchemc 
**  to  betray  me,  and  deftroy  me  and  my  people.  I  know 
**  the  whole  depth  of  your  bloody  dcfigns."     Then  call* 
ing  afide  four  or  five  Cholulans,  he  alked  them  what 
bad  induced  them  to  refolve  on  fo  execrable  an  attempt  ? 

They 
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They  replied,  that  the  Mexican  ambaffador,  to  render  an 
agreeable  fcrvice  to  their  fovereign,  had  enticed  them  td 
meditate  their  deftruftion.  Cortes  then,  with  a  counte- 
nance full  of  indignation,  thus  addrefled  the  ambaiTadorg 
who  were  prefent :  '*  Thofe  wretches,  to  excufe  theii* 
**  crimes,  impute  the  treachery  to  you  and  y9ur  king  ; 
**  but  I  neither  beReve  you  capable  of  fuch  infamy,  nor 
*•  can  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  the  great  monarch  Monte- 
**  zuma  would  treat  me  like  a  cruel  enemy,  at  the  very 
•*  time  he  is  giving  me  the  fincereft  proofs  of  his  friend- 
**  (hip  ;  and  as  lie  could  oppofe  me  with  open  force, 
**  that  he  would  employ  traitors  to  anticipate  him !  Be 
"  affured,  that  I  will  pay  regard  to  your  perfons  in  the 
**  flaughter  and  blood  we  {hall  fhed.  To-day,  thofc 
•*  traitors  fliall  perilh,  and  their  city  fhall  be  convulfed* 
**  I  call  heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  that  it  is  their  per- 
**  fidy  which  arms  out  hands  for  revenge,  unnatural  to 
"  our  hearts.'* 

Having  fpoken  this,-  and  made  the  fignal  of  attack  by 
the  difcharge  of  a  muiket,  the  Spaniards  fell  with  fuch 
fury  upon  thofe  miferablc  viftims,  that  they  did  not 
leave  one  alive  of  all  thofe  who  were  in  the  fquare.  The 
ftreams  of  blood  which  flowed  about,  and  the  painful 
yells  of  the  wounded  and  dying  enemy,  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  have  (hocked  and  waked  pity  in  every  breaft 
that  was  not  fired  with  the  fury  of  revenge.  Having 
terminated  the  tragic  fcene  within,  they  iflued  out  to  the 
ftrects,  and  (heathed  their  fwords  in  the  bodies  of  all  the 
Cholulans  they  met.  The  Tlafcalans,  on  their  part, 
entered  the  city  like  famiflied  lions,  their  fierccnefs  grow- 
ing with  the  third  of  the  blood  of  their  enemies,  and 
eagernefs  to  pleafe  their  new  allies.  A  ftroke,  fo  keen 
and  unexpe£led,  put  the  citizens  immediately  into  difor- 

der; 
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dcr ;  bot  having  formed  themfdvcs  into  fevcral  different 
iquadroQs,  thcj  made  for  fome  time  a  vigorous  refiilance^ 
until  at  laft,  perceiving  the  havock  which  the  artillery 
made,  and  feeling  the  fuperiority  of  the  European  arms, 
they  went  again  into  confufion.  The  greater  part  of 
them  fought  their  fafecy  in  flight ;  fome  had  recourfe  to 
the  fupcrftitious  hope  of  razing  the  walls  of  the  temple 
lo  deluge  the  city :  but,  finding  that  expedient  totally 
fruirlefs,  they  endeavoured  to  fortify  thcmfelves  in  their 
houfes  and  temples.  But  neither  did  this  avail,  for  the 
enemy  fet  inftant  fire  to  every  houfe  where  they  met 
with  any  refiftance.  The  houfes  and  towers  of  the  tem- 
ples were  in  flames ;  the  (Ireets  difcovered  nothing  but 
Uoody  ot  half-burnt  carcafes,  and  nothing  was  heard 
but  the  infulting  menacing  clamours  of  the  confederals, 
the  fceUe  groans  of  dying  men,  curies,  and  impreca- 
cations  on  the  vi^kirs,  and  complaints  to  their  gods  why 
they  had  abandoned  them  in  fuch  calamities.  Amoogft 
ifaic  many  who  fled  to  the  towers  of  the  temples,  there 
was  but  one  which  furrendered  to  the  vidors ;  all  the 
reft  were  either  burned  to  aflies,  or  met  a  death  lefs  pain* 
ful,  by  precipitating  tbemfelves  from  thofe  heights. 

By  means  of  this  horrid  flaughter^  ia  which  upwards 
of  fix  thouiaod  Choiulans  (f)  petiflied^  the  city  became 
depopulated.  The  temples  and  houfes  were  plundered^ 
the  Spaniainls  Seizing  all  the  gems,  gold,  and  filver,  and 
ihe  Tlaicalaa&  all  the  apparel,  fnithers,  and  fait.  This 
tragedy  was  hardly  fioiihed,  vihca  thetse  appeared  near 
Cholub  an  army  of  twenty  dioufand  men,  fent  by  way 

oS 


(/)  hu  Cafitf  bat  ^p&ly  <lhfigwe4  tfai»  eteor  of  Chololi.  The  revenge  d 
the  Spaniards  wat  perhaps  too  rigoroas,  bnt  their  proTocatioDS  were  ftrong. 
He  relates  it,  as  we  find  it,  among  the  moft  faithfol  hiftorxans  who  were  pre^ 
fp^U  or  were  iafomied  bj  the  aacteiit  Spaniards  and  Indians. 
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of  fuccour  by  the  republic  of  TIafcala,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Xicotencatl.  It  was  probable  that  ihii 
was  owing  to  fome  defpatch  having  been  fent  the  night 
before  to  the  fenate,  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Tlafcalaa 
troops,  encamped  without  the  city*  Cortes  returned 
thanks  for  the  fupply,  prefented  to  Xicotencatl  and  his 
officers  a  part  of  the  booty,  and  requefted  him  to  return 
with  his  army  to  TIafcala,  as  it  was  not  now  neccflary  ; 
but  he  retained  the  fix  thoufand  men  who  had  aflifted 
him  in  the  punifliment  of  Cholula,  that  they  might  ac- 
company him  in  his  journey  to  Mexico.  Thus  did  the 
alliance  of  the  Spaniards  with  the  Tiafcalans  become 
gradually  more  firm  and  eftablifhed. 

Cortes  having  returned  to  his  dwelling,  where  forty 
of  the  Chdulan  nobility  remained  in  a  manner  prifoners, 
he  was  requefted  by  them  to  give  way  to  mercy,  after 
fo  much  rigour,  and  to  permit  one  or  two  of  them  to  go 
and  recall  the  women,  children,  and  other  fugitives,  who 
were  wandering  in  terror  anddifmay  through  the  moun- 
tains. Cortes,  being  now  moved  to  pity,  commanded  a 
ceiTation  of  arms,  and  publilhed  a  general  pardon.  Up- 
on the  report  of  this  proclamation,  fuddenly  fome  were 
fccn  to  rife  from  among  the  dead  who  had  counterfeited 
death  in  order  to  efcape  it,  and  troops  of  fugitives  com- 
ing from  the  mountains  to  the  city,  fome  bewailing  the 
lofs  of  a  fon,  fome  a  brother,  and  fome  their  hufbands. 
Cortes  ordered  the  dead  bodies  to  be  carried  off  from 
Ae  temples  and  the  ftreets,  and  fct  the  nobles  who  were 
prifoners  ac  liberty.  A  few  days  after,  that  city  was 
again  fo  well  peopled  it  appeared  to  want  none  of  its  in- 
habitants. Here  Cortes  received  the  compliments  of 
the  Huexotzincas  and  the  Tiafcalans,  and  an  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  crown  of  Spain  from  the  Cholulans  them- 

felves. 
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felvcs,  and  the  Tepejacbefc  nation,  he  adjuftcd  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  republics  of  TIafcala  and 
Cbolnia,  and  re-e(labli{hed  their  ancient  friendfliip  and 
alliance,  which  ccmtinued  firm  ever  after.  At  length,  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  duties  of  humanity  and  reli- 
gion, he  made  all  the  cages  of  the  temples  be  broken, 
and  fet  all  the  prifoners  and  ilaves  at  liberty  who  were 
deftined  for  the  facrifices.  He  ordered  the  greater  tem- 
ple to  be  cleaned,  and  raifed  there  the  flandard  of  the 
crofs,  after  giving  the  Cholulans,  as  he  did  to  all  the 
other  people  among  whom  he  flopped,  fome  idea  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

The  Spani(h  general,  elated  by  his  fucccffes,  or  per- 
haps defirous  of  intimidating  Montezuma,  charged  the 
Mexican  ambafladors  to  tell  their  mafter,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  he  had  formerly  intended  to  enter  peaceably  into 
Mexico,  on  feeing  and  confidering  what  bad  happened 
in  Cholula,  he  was  now  determined  to  enter  as  an  ene- 
my, and  to  do  him  every  evil  he  could.  The  ambafla- 
dors anfwered,  that  before  he  took  a  refdiution  of  that 
kind,  he  ought  to  make  a  more  ftrift  inquiry  into  the 
condud  of  the  Cholulans,  to  certify  himfelf  of  the  good 
intentions  of  their  fovercign;  that,  if  he  thought  proper, 
one  of  them  would  go  to  the  court,  and  lay  his  com- 
plaints before  the  king.*  Cortes  confcnted  to  it,  and 
after  fix  days  the  ambaflkdor  returned,  bringing  a  large 
prefent  to  the  general,  coniifling  of  ten  plates  of  gold, 
worth  five  thoufand  fequins;  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
habits,  and  a  great  quantity  of  provifions;  thanking 
him,  m  the  name  of  his  fovercign,  for  the  punifhment 
inflifted  on  the  perfidious  Cholulans;  and  protefling, 
that  the  army  raifed  to  furprife  the  Spaniards  on  their 
journey,  confifled  of  the  Acatzinchefe  and  Itzocanefe 

nations 
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iM\6ti9^  the  zWcst  of  Oholul^^  who^  alth6«igli  the  ftrb^ 
jefljs  of  tbfc  crown  of  Mexico,  had  taken  up  zttns  tirith- 
ottt  aaay  order  from  their  fovercign.  This  was  conftrmi- 
ed  by  the  affeverations  of  the  ambafladoir,  and  Cortes 
made  an  appearance  of  being  perfeftly  fatisficd^ 

ft  is  n6t  an'  eafy  v6atttr  to  clear  up  tlie  truth  m  itifi 
psrticular,  neitber  ca!ir  ^e  aVoid  blamihg  the  fbrwardnefs 
of  fome  authors  ni  aflcrting  fo  freely  what  they  db  not 
know.  Why  fliould  the  Chohilans,  who  vs^ere  allowed 
by  all  to  be  a  ftdfcdeccitftiF  nation^  be  given  more  credit 
than  the  Mexicans,  and  Montezuma  himfelf,  who  from 
the  eminence  of  his  rank  and  charafter,  was  more  wor- , 
thy  of  faithf  The  invariably  pacific  difpofition  of  that 
monarch  towards  the  Spaniards,  having  attempted  via 
hbftile  ftroke  on  many  and  thofe  favourable  occafiontf 
which  occurred,  to  opprcfs  thenl;  and  the  moderation 
with  which  he  always  (poke  of  them,  \<rhich  no  alithorsr 
deny,  make  the  excufc  made  by  the  Choiulans  improba^ 
ble:  but,  on  the  otfaei*  hand,  it  afibmes  an  air  of  truth: 
from  fome,  though  indireft  prooft,  of  the  enmity  of 
Montezuma,  and  in  particular  from  hoftilities  committed 
upon  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz  by  a  powerful  fdudatory* 
'  of  the  crown  of  Mexico. 

^auhpopocay  lord  of  Nanhtlan  (called*  by  the  Spa- 
niards Almeria),  a  city  iltuated  upon  the  coaft  of  the 
Mexican  gulf,  thirty-fix  miles  towards  the  north  from' 
Vera  Cruz,  and  dofc  to  the  confines  of  the  Mexican 
empire  in  that  quarter,  bad  ordcts  fit>m  Montezuma  to 
reduce  the  Totonacas  to  their  wonted  obedience,  as  foon 
a»  Cortes  had  retired  from  that  coaft.  He,  in  com- 
pliance with  thofe  orders,  demanded  of  thofe  people  with' 
threats,  the  tribute  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  pay 
to  their  foverdgn.     The  Totonacas,  rendered  infolent 

Vol.  II.  U  u  from 
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from  the  favour  of  their  new  allies,  anfwcrcd  with  antv 
gance,  that  they  would  no  longer  pay  homage  to  him 
who  was  no  longer  their  king.  Quauhpopoca,  perceiv- 
ing  that  his  requefts  had  no  influence  in  bringing  again 
under  fubordination  men  who  had  fo  much  confidence 
in  their  new  allies,  and  no  refpeft  for  their  fovereign, 
having  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  troops 
which  were  in  the  garrifons  of  thofe  frontiers,  began  to 
make  incuHions  into  the  fcttlements  of  Totonacapan, 
punifhing  them  by  hoftilities  for  their  rebellion.  The 
Totonacas  made  their  complaints  to  Juan  de  Efcalante, 
governor  of  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  intreated  him 
to  put  a  ftop  to  the  cruelty  of  the  Mexicans,  engaging 
alfo  to  affift  him  with  a  large  number  of  troops,  Efca- 
lante  fent  an  embafly  to  the  Mexican  chief  to  difluade 
him  from  hoftilities,  which  he  imagined  could  not  be  ap* 
proved  of  by  the  king  of  Mexico,  who  had  (hewn  fo  mudi 
defire  to  favour  the  Spaniards,  the  proteftors  of  the  To- 
tonacas. Quauhpopoca  anfwered,  that  he  knew  better 
than  him^  whether  the  punifliment  of  thofe  rebck  was 
or  was  not  agreeable  to  the  Mexican  king;  that  if  the 
Spaniards  intended  to  fupport  them,  he,  with  his  troops, 
would  meet  him  on  the  plain  of  Nauhtlan,  that  arms 
might  decide  their  conteft.  The  governor  could  not 
brook  this  anfwer;  upon  which  he  marched  immediately 
to  the  appointed  place  with  two  horfes  and  two  fmall 
pieces  of  cannon,  fifty  Spanifti  infantry,  and  about  ten 
thoufand  Totonacas.  Upon  the  firft  onfet  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, the  Totonacas  were  inftantly  thrown  into  confo- 
fion,  and  the  greater  part  took  to  flight;  but  to  the 
utter  (hame  of  their  cowardice,  the  fifty  Spaniards  cou- 
ragcoufly  continued  the  battle,  doing  no  little  damage  to 
the  Mexicans.      They,  having  never  experienced  the 

violence 
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Violence  of  the  artillery  and  the  European  mode  of  en- 
gagement, retreated  in  terror  to  the  neighbouring  city 
of  Nauhtlan.  The  Spaniards  purfued  them  with  fury, 
and  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes;  but  the  viftory  coft  the  Spa- 
niards the  life  of  the  governor,  who  died  of  his  wounds 
in  three  days  after;  and  of  fix  or  feven  foldiers,  and  a 
number  of  Totonacas.  One  of  thefe  foldiers,  who  had 
a  large  head  and  fierce  afpeA,  was  taken  prifoner  and 
fent  to  Mexico  by  Quahpopoca,  but  having  died  of  his 
wounds  in  his  way  to  that  city,  they  only  carried  his 
head  to  Montezuma,  the  appearance  of  which  fo  (hock- 
ed and  daunted  that  king,  that  he  wpuld  not  have  it 
offered  to  his  gods  in  any  temple  of  the  court. 

Cortes  received  intelligence  of  thefe  revolutions  before 
he  left  Cholula  (g);  but  did  not  think  proper  to  men- 
tion them  nor  difcover  his  unealinefs,  left  it  might  have 
difcouraged  his  foldiers. 

Having  nothing  more  to  do  in  Cholula,  he  purfued 
his  journey  to  Mexico  with  all  his  Spaniards,  fix  thou- 
fand  Xlafcalans,  and  fome  Huexotzincan  and  Cholulan 
troops.  At  Izcalpan,  a  village  of  Huexotzinco,  fifteen 
milps  diftant  from  Cholula,  the  chiefs  of  Huexotzinco, 
came  again  to  pay  their  refpeds  to  him,  and  to  advertife 
him,  that  there  were  two  ways  of  going  to  Mexico;  the 
one,  an  open  and  well-made  road,  which  lead  to  fome 
precipices  where  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  fome 
ambufcades  of  the  enemy;  the  other  was  newly  flopped 
up,  and  obftrufted  with  trees  cut  down  on  purpofe, 
which  however  was  of  the  two  the  fhorter  and  more  fe- 
cure  route.     Cortes  availed  himfelf  of  this  intimation, 

and 

s 

(g)  M,  or  Dearly  all  hiiloriaiit  fiij,  chat  intelligence  of  this  revolutio& 
reached  Cortet  when  he  wat  in  Mexico;  but  Cortet  affirms,  that  he  had  it  i^ 
Cholnhu 
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aad  10  fpkc  of  the  Mexkaosy  oudc  ^  obft^des  ia  dug 
ynj  be  ronovedy  ondcr  pretence  that  the  difficulty  W3S  - 
lather  an  indtement  to  the  courage  and  fpirit$  of  ths 
Spaniards;  and  continued  his  journey  through  that 
great  wood  of  pine$  and  oaks,  until  he  alcended  to  the 
top  of  a  high  mountain,  called  bhuako^  between  the 
two  Yokanos  P<qxKatepec  and  Iztaccthuatl,  where  they 
fpund  fpme  large  houfes  built  fpr  the  acc^Humodatiou  of 
the  merchants  of  Mexico.  There  they  w^P  ^blc  to 
judge  of  the  bold  undertaking  qf  ttie  captain  Piqgo  dc 
Ordaz,  who  a  few  days  before,  in  order  tp  difplay  tQ 
tbofe  people  the  courage  of  his  nation,  mounted^  alpi^g 
with  nine  other  fokliers,  to  the  highefl  fummit  of  Pcpp*. 
catepec,  although  he  could  not  fee  its  mouth,  or  (he 
vent  of  that  great  volcano,  on  account  of  the  deq>  fpow 
which  lay  there,  and  the  clouds  of  fmoke  and  a(he^ 
which  it  threw  up  from  its  bowels,  [b) 

From  the  top  of  Ithoalco  the  Spaniards  got  their  %A 
view  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  Mexico,  but  with  very 
different  impreflions  from  the  profped  \  feme  of  theoQ^ 
delighted  in  the  fight  of  its  lakes,  its  pleafant  ^ ipg  plaiiats, 
its  verdant  mpuntaias,  and  numerous  and  ipleijidid  cities, 
which  were  fituated  within  and  around  thofe  kkcs; 
others  revived  their  hopes  of  enriching  th^^felv^  y ith 
the  plunder  of  ta  great  an  extent  of  country  as.they  thero^ 
difcpvcred ;  but  the  more  prudent  of  thofe  adventurers^ 
on  beholding  fo  populous  a  territory,  r^e&ed  on  the  te« 

n>?rity 

{h\  fiernal  Diaz,  and  almoft  all  hiihtfiaos,  bcf  that  Ordas  alceoded  to  thft 
top  of  Popocatcpec,  aod  obfienred  the  mouth  of  that  bmoitt  moontaia;  bo^ 
Oortes,  who  knew  better,  fayi  not.  Motwithftanding  Ordaz  obtmined  from 
the  Catholic  king  a  Tolcano  to  be  put  in  hit  ihieid  of  annt.  This  great  un- 
dertaking wa«  refenred  for  Montagno,  and  others  Spaniards,  who,  alter  the 
cbnqueft  of  Mexico,  not  only  obfcrved.the  dreadful  mouth  of  that  volcano,  but 
entered  there,  at  the  utmoft  riik  of  their  lives,  and  got  out  from  it  a  large  fuft- 
titj  of  fulphur  to  make  powder  for  their  iire-anns. 
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merity  ef  encountering  the  perils  before  them^  and  were 
fiiddcnlf  (6  checked  by  their  apprehenfions,  that  thejr 
would  have  immediately  returned  to  Vera  Cruz,  had  not 
Cortes,  by  making  ufe  of  his  authority  and  the  rcafoni 
^ggc^cd  by  his  fruitful  genius,  infufed  into  them  frcik 
ardour  for  the  undertaking. 

In  the  mean  while  Montezuma,  in  conftemation  ac 
the  event  of  Cholula,  retired  to  the  palace  Tlillancalmci 
cat],  deflined  for  occafions  of  grief,  and  continued  there 
eight  days,  fading  and  obferving  the  ufual  aufterities,  m 
order  to  obtain  the  protcflion  of  his  gods.  From  tki» 
place  of  retirement  he  fent  four  perfons  of  his  court 
with  a  prefent  to  Cortes,  and  new  prayers  and  axtxe^ 
ties  to  difluade  him  from  his  journey ;  offering  to  pay 
an  annual  tribute  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  give  four 
loads  of  gold  to  the  Spani(h  general  (i),  and  one  to  each 
of  his  captains  and  foldiers,  if  they  would,  from  that 
place  where  they  might  be  found  by  his  ambaCadors, 
depart  for  their  native  country.  In  fuch  apprebenfiooft 
and  terror  did  the  fmall  body  of  Spaniards  keep  ibis.  Bin 
perditions  prince!  He  could  not  have  made  u&  of  mort 
diligenoe  and  arts  to  (hun  their  fight,  had  he  fbrefeea 
all  the  misfortunes  they  were  to  bring  upon  him.  The 
ambafladors  joined  Cortes  at  Ithuako ;  the  prefent  ihsf 
brought  him  confifted  of  feveral  wm*ks  of  gold,  which 
were  valued  at  fifteen  hundred  fequins.  Cortes  (hewed 
them  every  poffible  refpeft  and  attention,  and  anfwered 
by  returning  thanks  to  the  king  for  the  preicnt  and  hi» 

magH 

(i^  The  ordinary  load  of  a  Mexican  lumng^been  abont  fifty  Spaniih  pounds 
ot  eight  hundred  ounces,  we  may  conjedure,  coofidering  the  number  of  tha 
Spaniards,  that  what  Montezuma  was  willing  to  give  them  to  diibade  ^ktm 
kaia  their,  jawrocf^  to  tho  QD»it,/i|i^eqiial  tf)  i^qre  tto  three-iniUi^^ 
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■lagnificciit  promifes,  to  wfaidi  he  woaM  be  able  to  re- 
turn good  fenrices ;  but  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that 
be  coold  not  retnm  back  without  making  himfelf  blame- 
able  for  difobcdience  to  his  fovereign,  and  promiiing 
not  to  be  the  means  oa  his  part  of  the  imallcfl:  injury  to 
the  ftate ;  and  that,  if  after  having  explained  to  his  ma- 
jefty  the  embafly  which  he  bore,  and  which  he  could  not 
traft  with  any  other  perfon,  he  (hould  not  approve  of 
the  longer  (hiy  of  the  Spaniards  in  his  dominions,  he 
would  without  delay  fet  out  on  his  return  to  his  native 
country. 

Montezuma's  uneafincfs  was  increafed  by  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  the  priefts,  and  particularly  by  the  account  which 
they  gave  of  fome  Mayings  of  their  falfe  oracles,  and  fome 
terrible  vifions  which  they  (aid  they  had  during  this 
time.  He  was  at  laft  throvn  mto  fuch  alarm  and  con- 
ftematioD,  that,  without  waiting  for  the  iflue  of  the  laft 
cmbafly  to  the  Spaniards,  he  held  a  new  council  with  the 
king  of  Tezcuco,  his  brother  Cuitlahuatzin,  and  fome 
other  perlbns  whom  he  ufed  to  advife  with,  all  of  whom 
maintained  their  former  opmions ;  Cuitlahuatzin,  that 
of  not  admittmg  the  Spaniards  to  enter  the  couit,  and  to 
make  them  by  gentlenefs  or  fcnxe  to  quit  the  kingdom } 
while  Cacamatzin  was  for  receiving  them  as  ambafladors, 
as  the  king  had  ftrength  enough  to  cruih  them,  if  they 
ihould  militate  either  againft  his  royal  perfon  or  the  ftate. 
Montezuma,  who  had  hitherto  conftantly  adhered  to  the 
opinion  of  his  brother,  now  embraced  that  of  the  king 
ol  Tezcuco,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  charged  this  fame 
kmg  to  go  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  and  to  endeavour  to 
difluade  the  general  from  his  journey  to  the  court ;  Cuit- 
lahuatzin then  tinning  to  the  king  his  brother,  faid, 
«  The  gods  dcfire,  O  king,  that  you  do  not  receive  into 

•*your 
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•*  yoar  houfe  thofc  who  will  drive  you  from  it,  and  that 
«•  you  would  remedy  the  evil  while  you  ftill  have  time 
•*  and  means  to  do  it.*'  "  What  (hall  we  do,"  returned 
the  king,  ^^  if  our  friends,  and  what  is  more  our  gods, 
••  inftead  of  favouring  us,  profper  our  enemies  ?  I  am 
**  rcfolved,  and  wilh  that  all  would  be  refolute,  not  to 
««  fly  nor  (hew  any  cowardice,  happen  what  will — ^but  I 
♦*  pity  the  aged  and  the  young,  who  have  no  flrength 
<^  and  can  make  no  defenee !" 

Cortes  having  difnuflcd  the  Mexican  ambafladors, 
moved  with  his  troops  from  Ithualco,  and  proceeded 
through  Amaquemecan  and  Tlalmanalco,  two  cities 
about  nine  miles  diflant  from  each  other,  and  fituated 
near  the  bafe  of  thofe  mountains.  Amaquemecan,  with 
its  adjacent  hamlets,  contained  two  thoufand  inhabitants 
(/t).  At  thofe  places  the  Spaniards  were  well  received, 
and  feveral  chiefs  of  that  province  viiit^d  Cortes,  and 
prefented  him  gold  and  fome  flaves ;  they  complained 
bitterly  of  the  oppreflion  they  fuflPered  from  the  king  of 
Mexico  and  his  minifters,  in  the  fame  terms  made  ufe  of 
by  thofe  of  Chempoalla  and  Chiahuitztla,  and  at  the 
fuggeftion  of  the  Chempoallefe  and  Tlafcalans,  who  ac- 
companied Cortes,  entered  into  a  confederacy  with  the 
Spaniards  for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty.  In  fhort, 
the  farther  the  Spaniards  advanced  into  the  country,  the 
more  they  continued  to  increafe  their  forces  ;  like  a  ri- 
vulet, which,  by  the  acceiQon  of  other  flreams,  fwells  in 
its  courfe  by  degrees  into  a  large  river. 

From  Tlalmanalco  the  army  marched  to  Ajotzinco,  a 
village  fituated  upon  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  lake  of 

Chaico 

(i)  Amtquemecan,  called  by  the  Spaniards  Mecameca,  it  at  prefent  a  tillage 
DO  otherwile  noted  than  for  having  been  the  birth-place  of  the  celebrated  nun 
Joan  Agnea  of  the  Crois,  a  woman  of  wonderful  genius  and  nncoaimoo  leam> 
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Ckalco  (/>,  wberc  them  was  a  Inrboor  for  tbe  vdBfek  of 
nerchants  vrho  trafficked  with  the  couittrics  to  tbc  ibmb- 
Ward  of  Mexico.  Curkifity  to  view  the  quarters  of  iht 
Sf»aiards  coft  very  <fear  to  foibe  of  the  Mexicans,  for 
tke  Spaniih  ceoibeU  HoaginiDg  thcte  to  be  ipites,  from 
the  apprebenfioiH  they  were  cooftafitly  ooddr  of  ibme 
treachery,  ihot  aboot  fifteen  of  them  that  nijght.  The 
C>Uowing;  day,  juft  as  they  were  ready  to  march,  foatt 
Mexican  nobles  arrived  with  imeingoice,  that  the  Ida^  of 
TcacBoe  was  come  to  Tiik  the  Spanifli  general  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  Mexico  his  nnete.  It  was  n6t  kmg 
bc£are  the  king  husfeif  joined  them,  borae  in  a  litter, 
adomod  with  fine  ficathers,  on  the  (houlda^  of  four  of 
bis  domcftics,  and  accompanied  by  a  numerous  and  briU 
liant  retinne  of  Mexican  and  Tezcucan  nobility.  As  foon 
a»  he  oame  in  fight  of  the  Spaniih  general,  he  alighted 
from  the  litler  and  began  walking  on  foot^>pircceded'by 
feme  of  hts  iervants,  who  induftrioufly  removed  out  of 
his  way  every  thing  which  couid  either  offend  his  feet  or 
his  fight.  The  Spaniaitls  were  aftoniihed  at  this  pomf)^ 
and  from  dieace  began  to  form  conjedures  of  the  pa- 
rade and  grandeur  which  mud  attend  the  king  of  Mexi- 
co. Cortes  went  to  the  door  of  his  dwelling  to  meet 
him,. and  faluted  him  with  a  profound  bow^,'  which  was 
returned  by  the  king  in  touching  the  earth  v^th  his  right 
band  and  then  lifting  it  to  bis  mouth.  He  entered  with 
a0  air  of  lordlinefs  and  majefty  into  one  of  the  balls,  fat 
himfelfdown^congratulated  the  general  and  his  officers^ 
on  their  happy  arrival,  aod  fignified  the  particular  plea- 
fure  his  uncle  the  king  of  Mexico  had  in  fortning  a  friend- 

fliip 

(/)  Scfi^cottfottxlt  AttMymecm^wUli  A}o»tnco;  Ama^anecaR  was  never 
iwnaiii  as faeiiqrt,  on  tiio  b^Hcr  of  tiM  tokcv  bur«r«wek«niili3i  dttaKor 
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fltip  and  corrcfpondcnGc  with  the  monarch  of  the  Eaft, 
by  whom  they  were  fcnt  into  that  country ;  but  at  the 
feme  time,  he  exaggerated  the  difficulties  neccffary  to  be 
overcome  in  order  to  go  to  court,  and  rcqucfted  Cortes 
to  change  his  refolution  if  he  defired  to  pleafe  the  king* 
Cortes  anfwered,  that  if  he  returned  back  without  de- 
livering his  embafTy  he  would  fail  in  his  duty,  and  would 
give  the  atmoft  difpleafure  to  his  fovereign  who  had  fcnt 
^im,  and  particularly  when  he  had  found  himfelf  fo  near 
to  the  court  after  having  furmounted  the  dangers  of  fo 
long  a  journey.  If  it  is  foy  faid  the  king,  we  will  fee 
€acb  ether  at  court  ;  upon  which  taking  polite  leave, 
after  being  prefented  with  fome  European  toys,  he  left 
behind  him  a  .part  of  the  nobility,  that  they  might  at- 
tend Cortes  on  his  journey. 

From  Ajotzinco  the  Spaniards  marched  to  Cuitlahu- 
ac,  a  city  founded  upon  a  little  ifland  in  the  lake  of  ChaU 
co,  which,  though  fmall,  was  accounted  by  Cortes  the 
mod  beautiful  he  had  hitherto  feen.  This  city  commu- 
nicated with  the  main  land  by  means  of  two  large  com- 
modious roads,  conftruAed  on  the  lake ;  the  one  to  the 
fouth,  which  was  two  miles  in  length }  the  other  to  the 
north,  which  was  more  than  two  miles  in  length.  The 
Spaniards  pafled  along,  delighted  to  fee  the  multitude 
and  beauty  of  the  cities  fituated  on  the  lake,  the  temples 
and  towers  which  rofe  above  the  other  buildings,  the 
trees  and  (hrubbery  which  beautified  the  inhabited 
places,  the  fields  and  floating  gardens  of  the  lake,  and 
the  innumerable  little  veifels  plying  upon  it ;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  not  a  little  timorous  at  feeing  themfeives  fur- 
rounded  by  an  immenfe  crowd  of  people,  which  colle^- 
ed  there  from  all  places  to  obferve  them  ;  on  which  ac- 
count Cortes  commanded  his  people  to  proceed  in  good 

Vol.  II.  X  X  order 
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order  and  to  be  prepared  for  accidents,  and  cautioned 
tbe  Indians  not  to  obftruA  the  way  nor  come  too  near 
the  ranks,  unlefs  they  chofe  to  be  treated  as  enemies. 
In  Cuitlahuac  chey  were  well  accommodated  and  enter- 
tained. The  lord  of  that  city  complained  in  fecret  to 
Cortes  of  the  tyranny  of  the  king  of  Mexico,  entered 
into  a  confederacy  with  him,  and  informed  him  of  the 
mod  convenient  way  to  go  to  the  court,  and  the  confter- 
nation  into  which  the  oracles  of  the  gods,  the  phenome- 
na in  the  heavens,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  Spanifli  arms, 
had  thrown  Montezuma. 

From  Cuitlahauc  they  proceeded  by  the  other  road 
of  the  lake  towards  Iztapalapan,  but  in  the  way  Cor- 
tes  was  entertained  with  a  new  piece  of  good  fortune. 
The  prince  Ixtlilxochitl  finding  that  Cortes  was  not  to 
make  his  journey  through  Calpolalpan,  where  he  was 
waiting  for  him,  rcfolvcd  to  meet  him  on  the  road  to 
Iztapalapan :  he  marched  with  a  confiderable  number 
of  troops,  and  paffcd  clofe  to  Tezcuco:  this  having 
been  known  to  the  prince  Coanacotzin,  his  brother, 
.who,  fince  the  rupture  which,  as  we  have  already  men- 
tioned, happened  three  years  before  between  them,  had 
been  totally  alienated  from  him,  either  moved  by  fra- 
ternal afFcftion,  or  led  on  by  the  hopes  of  the  greater 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  union  of  both  their 
iutel-clls,  came  alfo  to  meet  with  him  upon  this  road : 
.here  they  mutually  exchanged  fentiments,  were  recon- 
cilcd,  and  united  together  in  order  to  make  a  confede- 
racy with  the  Spaniards. ,  They  travelled  together  until 
they  came  to  Iztapalatenco,  where  they  joined  the 
ftrangers.  Cortes,  upon  feeing  fo  many  armed  troops, 
was  a  little  uneafy,  but  being  informed  of  the  rank  of 
.  the  perfons  who  were  come  to  find  him,  and  the  mo- 
tive 
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tivc  of  their  coming,  he  went  out  to  meet  them,  and 
the  ufual  compliments  having  pafTcd  between  them,  the 
two  princes  invited  him  to  the  court  of  Tezcuco,  to 
which  he  allowed  himfelf  to  be  cafily  perfuadcd  to  go, 
from  the  great  fervice  he  hoped  to  gain  by  the  prince 
Ixtlilxochitl,  whofe  attachment  to  the  Spaniards  was 
now  ftrongly  apparent. 

Tezcuco  then,  though  fomewbat  inferior  to  Mexico 
in  fplendour  &nd  magnificence,  was  the  largeft  and  mod 
populous  city  of  the  country  of  Anahuac :  its  popula- 
tion, including  the  cities  of  Huexotla,  Coatlichan,  and 
Atenco,  which  were  fo  near  as  to  appear  like  its  fub- 
urbs,  occupied  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  houfes: 
to  the  Spaniards  it  feemed  twice  as  large  as  Seville. 
The  grandeur  of  the  temples  and  royal  palaces,  the 
beauty  of  the  ftreets,  the  fountains  and  gardens,  fur- 
niihed  ample  variety  of  fubjeA  for  their  admiration. 
Cortes  entered  into  this  great  city  accompanied  by  the 
two  princes  and  many  of  the  Acolhuan  nobility,  amidfl 
an  infinite  concourfe  of  people.  He  was  lodged  with 
all  his  army  in  the  principal  palace  of  the  king,  where 
the  treatment  of  his  perfon  was  fuitable  to  the  dwelling. 
There  the  prince  Ixtlilxochitl  explained  his  pretended 
right  to  the  kingdom  of  Acolhuacan,  and  his  complaints 
againft  his  brother  Cacamatzin  and  the  king  of  Mexico 
his  uncle.  Cortes  promifed  to  put  him  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  throne,  as  foon  as  he  had  finifhed  his  negociations 
in  Mexico;  and,  without  flopping  in  that  court,  hc' 
marched  towards  Iztapalapan. 

Iztapalapan  was  a  large  and  beautiful  city,  fituated 
towards  the  point  of  that  fmall  jpcninfula  which  is  be- 
tween the  two  lakes  of  Chalco  to  the  fouth  and  Tez- 
cuco to  the  north :  from  this  peninfula  a  road  led  to 

the 
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the  littk  HUod  of  Mouco,  which  was  paved  for  mote 
than  feven'  miles^  and  made  on  the  lake  maay  years  be* 
fate    The  population  of  Izia}»lapan  confiftcd  then  of 
ouHX  than  twelve  thoufand  houfes,  bnilt  chiefly  on  £> 
veral  little  iflands  contiguous  to  each  other  and  the  fame 
peninfula»   clofe  to  whidi  were  innumerable  floadng 
fields  and  gardens.     This  city  was  then  governed  bj 
the  prince  Cuittahuatzin,  brother  of  Montezuma,  aod 
his  immediate  fucceflbr  in  the  crown  of  Mexico,  who, 
together  with  his  other  brother  Matlatzincatzin  lord  of 
the  city  of  Cojohuacan,  received  Cortes  with  the  fime 
ceremcmies  ufed  by  the  other  lords  through  whofe  cities 
he  paflcd.     He  was  complimented  in  an  elegant  ha^ 
rangue,  and  he,  and  his  troops  which  accompanied  him, 
lodged  in  his  own  palace.     This  was  an  extenfive  and 
mod  capacious  edifice  of  ftone  and  Hme,  frefli  bmk, 
and  not  yet  completed :  befides  many  halls  and  cham- 
bers of  excellent  accommodation,  the  roofis  of  which 
were  cedar,  and  the  walls  covered  with  fine  cotton  ta* 
peftry,  and  beiides  many  large  fquares  where  the  al- 
lied troops  were  quartered,  it  had  a  garden  of  furpriz- 
ing  extent  and  beauty,  already  defcribed  by  us  when 
we  treated  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Mexicans.     After 
dinner  the  prince  condujled  his  guefts  to  this  garden^ 
where  they  received  great  recreation,  and  were  impre£- 
fed  with  a  very  elevated  idea  of  Mexican  magntfrmcc. 
In  this  city  the  Spaniards  obferved,  that  inilead  ctf  mur- 
murings  and  complaints  as  elfewhere,  they  heard  no^ 
thing  but  praifes  of  the  government ;  fuppofed  to  have 
been  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  court,  which 
made  the  inhabitants  more  cautious  in  fpeaking. 

The  next  day  the  Spanisp-ds  marched  along  that  road 
which  united,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  Iztapala- 
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pati  t^ith  Mexico,  which  wai  ioterfeded  by  feved  fmaU 
canals  for  the  paflagc  of  boats  from  one  lake  to  the 
other,  and  over  thefe  were  wooden  bridges  for  the 
convenience  of  paiTengers,  which  lifted  up  eafily  when 
k  was  neceflary  to  obftru£t  the  pafTage  of  an  enemy. 
After  having  paffed  through  Mexicaltzinco,  and  viewed 
Colhuacan,  Huitzilopocho,  Cojohuacan,  and  Mixcoac, 
dties  all  fituated  upon  the  borders  of  the  lake,  they  ar« 
rived,  amidft  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  people,  at  a  place 
called  Xolocy  where  this  and  the  road  of  Cojohuacaa 
met  each  other.  In  the  angle  formed  by  thefe  two 
roads,  which  is  not  more  than  half  a  league  diftant  from 
die  capital,  there  was  a  baflion  with  two  little  towers, 
fiirrounded  by  a  wall  more  than  ten  feet  high,  with  baN 
ttements,  two  entrances,  and  a  draw-bridge;  a  place 
mod  memorable  in  the  hiftory  of  Mexico,  from  having 
been  the  camp  of  the  Spanifh  general  in  the  fiege  of 
Aat  great  city  j  there  the  army  made  a  halt,  to  receive 
the  compliments  of  more  than  a  thoufand  Mexican  no- 
Ues,  all  uniformly  drefied,  who,  in  paffing  before  the 
Spanifli  general,  made  a  bow  with  the  ufual  ceremony 
of  touching  the  earth  and  kifling  the  hand. 

Thefe  compliments  being  over,  in  which  the  fpace  of 
an  hour  was  confumed,  the  Spaniards  continued  their 
courfe,  all  in  as  regular  order  as  if  they  had  been  going 
to  the  field  of  battle.  A  little  way  before  they  reached 
the  city,  Cortes  was  informed  that  the  king  of  Mexico 
was  coming  to  meet  him ;  and  a  little  after  he  appear- 
ed, with  a  moft  numerous  and  noble*  attendance.  Three 
nobles  preceded,  each  holding  up  in  his  hand  a  golden 
rod,  as  the  infignia  of  majcfty,  by  which  the  people 
were  advertifcd  of  the  prefcnce  of  their  fovcreign.  Mon- 
reiuma  came  richly  clad  in  a  litter  covered  with  plates 

of 
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of  gold,  which  four  nobles  bore  on  their  {hoolden, 
under  the  (hade  of  a  parafol  of  green  feathers  embroid- 
ered with  fancy  works  of  gold ;  he  wore  hanging  from 
his  (houlders  a  mantle  adorned  with  the  richeft  jewels 
of  gold  and  precious  ftones,  on  his  bead  a  thin  crown 
of  the  fame  metal,  and  upon  his  feet  (hoes  of  gold  tied 
with  ftrings  of  leather  worked  with  gold  and  gems ;  he 
was  accompanied  by  two  hundred  lords,  dreft  in  a  ftyle 
fuperior  to  the  other  nobles,  but  all  barefooted,  two 
by  two,  keeping  clofe  on  each  fide  to  the  walls  of  the 
boufes,  to  (hew  the  refpcA  they  bore  to  their  fovereign. 
As  foon  as  the  king  and  the  Spani(h  general  faw  each 
other,  both  alighted,  Cortes  from  his  horfe,  and  the 
kmg  from  his  Utter,  who  began  to  walk  leaning  on  the 
arms  of  the  king  of  Tezcuco  and  the  lord  of  Iztapala* 
pan.  Cortes,  after  having  made  a  profound  bow  to 
the  king,  approached  him  to  put  about  his  neck  a  fmall 
cord  of  gold,  on  which  were  (Irung  glafs  beads  which 
appeared  like  gems,  and  the  king  bowed  his  head  to 
receive  it  (m) ;  Cortes  was  alfo  going  to  embrace  him, 
but  the  two  lords  did  not  permit  it.  The  general  ex- 
prefled  in  a  (hort  fpeech,  as  the  circumftances  required, 
his  benevolence,  his  refpcA,  and  the  pleafure  he  had  in 
the  knowledge  of  fo  great  a  monarch.  Montezuma  an- 
fwered  him  in  few  words,  and  having  performed  the 
ufual  ceremony  of  touching  the  earth  and  kiiBng  the 
hand,  he  in  return  for  the  prcfeut  of  the  glafs  beads, 
gave  him  two  necklaces  of  beautiful  mother  of  pearl, 

from 

(m)  Solit,  ID  bit  account  of  that  meeting,  makes  four  mlilakes :  X.  He  fays» 
that  the  prcfent  made  by  Cortes  was  not  a  band  or  cham  of  glaft.  a.  That  thofe 
two  lords  who  accompanied  Monteinnia  did  not  permit  Cortct  to  put  it  about 
his  neck.  3.  That  they  did  it  with  fomc  difdain.  4.  That  they  were  repri- 
m^ded  by  the  king.  The  whole  of  this  is  falfe,  inrented  at  caprice,  and  con- 
Irary  to  the  account  given  by  Cortes  bimfelf. 
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from  which  hung  feme  large  cray-fifli  of  gold  in  imita- 
tion of  nature  :  he  charged  the  prince  Cuitlahuatzin^  to 
conduft  Cortes  to  his  dwelling,  and  he  himfelf  retired 
with  the  king  of  Tczcuco. 

The  nobility  as  well  as  the  populace,  who,  from  the 
tops,  doors,  and  windows  of  the  houfes,  were  obferv- 
ing  all  that  paffcd,  were  equally  furprized  and  aftonifli- 
cd  at  the  fight  of  fo  many  extraordinary  objefts  pre- 
fented  to  their  eyes,  and  the  unheard  of  complaifancc 
of  the  king,  which  contributed  much  to  raife  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Spaniards.  The  latter,  full  of  wonder  at  feeing 
the  grandeur  of  the  city,  the  magnificence  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  multitude  of  inhabitants,  marched 
along  that  grand  and  fpacious  way,  which,  without  va- 
rying the  leaft  from  a  right  line,  continued  the  road  of 
Iztapalapan,  built  upon  the  lake,  to  the  fouthem  gate 
of  the  greater  temple,  admiration  alternately  giving 
way  to  fear  in  their  minds  for  their  fate,  feeing  fo  fmall 
a  number  of  them  in  the  center  of  a  fl:range  and  popu- 
lous kingdom.  Thus  they  travelled  on  for  near  a  mile 
and  a  half  within  the  city,  unto  the  palace  deftined  for 
their  reception,  which  formerly  belonged  to  king  Axa- 
jacatl,  not  far  diftant  from  the  weftern  gate  of  the  fame 
temple.  Here  Montezuma,  who  had  gone  before,  wait- 
ed for  them.  When  Cortes  arrived  at  the  gate  of  that 
palace,  Montezuma  took  him  by  the  hand,  led  him  into 
a  large  hall,  made  him  fit  down  upon  a  foot*ftool  fimilar 
in  form  to  thofe  of  the  altars  of  the  modems,  and  co- 
vered with  a  fine  tapeftry  of  cotton,  and  clofe  to  a  wall 
alfo  covered  with  a  tapeftry  embroidered  with  gold  and 
gems;  and,  taking  leave  of  him,  faid  to  him  *^  Tou  and 
your  companions  are  now  ^'  in  your  own  houfe,  refrefh 
♦*  and  rcpolc  yourfelves ;  I  will  return  (hortly." 

The 
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The  king  went  to  his  palace,  and  Cortes  immediatdy 
ordered  a  volley  of  all  the  artillery  to  be  fired,  in  order 
to  awe  and  intimidate  the  Mexicans  by  the  found:  a 
the  mean  while,  he  went  to  fee  all  the  chambers  of  the 
palace  where  his  people  were  to  lodge.  This  edifice 
was  fo  large,  that  both  the  Spaniards  and  their  allies, 
who,  together  with  their  women  and  fervants  whom 
they  bronght  with  them,  exceeded  feven  thoufand  in 
number,  were  Accommodated  in  it ;  every  where  there 
Was  the  greateft  cloanlinefs  and  neatnefs,  almoft  all  the 
chambers  had  beds  of  mats,  of  rufhes,  and  palm,  accord* 
ing  CO  the  cuilom,  and  other  mats  in  a  round  form  for 
pillows,  with  coverlets  of  fine  cotton,  and  feats  made 
of  fingle  fHeces  of  wood;  fome  chambers  had  the  floor 
covered  with  mats,  and  the  walls  alfo  covered  with  ta« 
peftries  of  cotton  of  various  colours.  The  walls  were 
moderately  thick,  and  at  certain  diftances  there  were 
little  towers;  the  S|>aniards  therefore  found  every  thing 
which  they  could  wifli  for  their  fecurity.  The  indefati* 
gaUe  and  cautious  general  immediately  diftributed  his 
guards,  placed  a  battery  of  his  cannon  facing  the  gate 
of  the  palace,  and  took  as  much  care  to  fortify  himfelf 
as  if  he  had  expefted  to  be  aflaulted  that  night  by  his 
raemies.  That  day  there  was  a  magnificent  entertain^ 
ment  prepared  for  Cortes  and  his  (^cers,  and  ferved 
by  the  nobility,  and  for  the  reft  of  die  army  were 
brought  various  and  abundant  provifions,  though  of  an 
inferior  quality.  This  ckiy,  not  more  memorable  to  the 
Spaniards  than  to  the  Mexicans,  was  the  eighth  day  of. 
November,  15 19,  feven  months  after  their  arrival  ia 
the  country  of  Anahuac. 

BOOK. 
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BOOK   IX- 

CdJjfcrences  of  king  Montezuma  with  the  Spani/b  general  j 
imfrifonment  of  the  kings  of  Mexico  and  Acfilhuacan^ 
and  other  lords ;  cruel  punijhment  of  ^jsauhpopoca;  at» 
tempts  of  the  governor  of  Cuba  against  Cortes^  and  the 
defeat  of  Panfilo  Narvaez;  the  killing  of  many  of  the 
nobles  f  and  infurredion  rf  the  people  against  the  Spa-: 
niards;  battle  of  Otompan^  and  retreat  of  the  Spaniards 
to  Tlqfcala;  eleQion  of  king  Cuitlahuatzin;  vi^ories 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Tepejacac^  in  Xaltatzinco^  in  Te^ 
catnacbalcoj  and  in  ^uauquechollan;  havoc  made  by  the 
fmalUpox;  death  of  king  Cuitlahautzin^  and  the  princes 
Maxizcatzin  and  Cuicuitzcatzin;  eleilion  in  Mexico  of 
the  king  ^aubtemotzin. 

A  FTER  the  Spaniards  had  dined  and  ordered  every 
jLJL  thing  neceflary  for  their  fccurity,  the  king  rc» 
turned,  accompanied  by  many  of  the  nobility  to  vific 
them.  Cortes  came  to  meet  him  along  with  his  officers, 
and  both  parties  entered  together  into  the  principal 
bally  where  they  quickly  placed  another  fbotftool  dole 
to  that  of  the  Spanifh  general.  The  king  prefented  to 
him  many  curious  pieces  of  work  of  gold,  iilver,  and 
feathers,  and  more  than  five  thoufand  very  fine  drefles  of 
xotton.  Having  at  lad  fat  himfelf  down,  he  made  Cor- 
tes fit  down  alfo,  while  every  other  perfon  remained 
(landing.  Cortes  in  lofty  expreffions  protcfted  his  gra- 
titude to  him,  and  as  he  was  proceeding  in  his  difcourfe 
Montezuma  interrupted  him  with  thefc  words:  "  Brave 
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•*  general,  and  you  his  companions,  all  my  domeftics  and 
•*  courtiers  arc  witncffcs  of  the  pleafurc  I  have  received 
•*  from  your  happy  arrival  at  this  court ;  and  if,  hither- 
"  to,  there  has  been  any  appearance  of  a  wi(h  to  oppofe 
*^  it,  fo  much  has  only  been  done  to  humour  my  fubjeds« 
^*  Tour  fame  has  enlarged  objeds  and  alarmed  minds. 
"  It  was  reported  that  you  were  imm(»rtal  gods;  that 
<«  you  came  mounted  on  wild  beads  of  tremendous  6zc 
*^  and  fiercenefs;  and,  that  you  darted  thunder  with 
**  which  the  earth  trembled :  fome  related  that  you  were 
**  monfters  thrown  up  by  the  fea;  that  the  infatiable 
^^  third  of  gold  made  you  abandon  your  native  country; 
*^  that  you  were  greatly  addi£led  to  plcafures;  and  fuch 
^^  gluttons,  that  one  of  you  eat  as  much  as  ten  of  us: 
^*  but  all  thefe  errors  are  diilipated  by  the  experience 
^^  which  my  fubje^b  have  had  of  you ;  now  it  is  known 
^  that  you  are  mwtal  men  like  us,  although  diffi^ng 
^  in  complexion  and  beard;  we  have  now  feen  with  our 
**  own  eyes  that  thofe  wild  beads  fo  renowned,  are  only 
**  (lags  more  corpulent  than  ours ;  and  that  your  pre- 
'*  tended  thunder  and  lightning  are  only  a  more  artifi- 
^^  cial  fpecies  of  (hooting  tubes,  whofe  balls  are  pu(hed 
•*  with  more  force,  and  do  more  hurt  than  ours:  with 
**  regard  to  your  perfonal  qualifications,  we  arc  well 
•*  informed  by  thofe  who  have  had  communication  with 
"  you,  that  you  are  kind  and  generous,  that  you  pa- 
•*  tiently  endure  misfortunes,  that  you  are  not  difpofcd 
**  to  feverity,  unlefs  againft  thofe  who  provoke  your 
**  anger  by  hoftilitics,  nor  make  u(c  of  your  arms  but  in 
•*  defence  of  your  perfons. 

*•  I  do  not  doubt  that  you  will  in  like  manner  have 
••  banilhed  from  your  minds,  or  that  you  foon  will  bani(h, 
^<  thofe  falfe  ideas  with  which  you  may  have  been  im- 

"  prcffcd 
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•  ^ 

**  preffed  by  the  flattery  of  my  vaflals  or  the  adulation 
^  of  my  enemies :  fome  of  them  may  have  told  you  that 
**  I  am  one  of  the  gods,  and  that  I  put  on  at  pleafure  the 
**  form  of  a  lion,  a  tygcr,  or  any  other  animal ;  but  now 
*^  you  fee  (taking  hold  with  his  fingers  of  the  Ikin  of  his 
^^  arm)  that  I  am  of  flefh  and  bone  like  other  mortals, 
^^  although  more  noble  by  birth  and  more  powerful 
**  from  the  elevation  of  my  rank.  The  CherapoaJlefe, 
•*  who,  under  your  proteftion,  have  renounced  obedi- 
^  ence  to  me  (although  their  rebellion  fhall  not  pafs 
<«  uapunifbed)  will  have  made  you  believe,  that  the  walls 
**  and  roofs  of  my  palaces  are  of  gold,  but  your  own 
•*  eyes  have  now  undeceived  you :  this  is  one  of  my 
^*  palaces,  and  you  here  fee  that  the  walls  are  made  of 
^  ftone  and  lime,  and  the  roofs  of  wood.  I  will  not 
**  deny  that  my  riches  are  great,  but  they  are  exag- 
**  gerated  by  my  fubjefts:  fome  of  them  will  have  com- 
**  plained  to  you  of  my  cruelty  and  tyranny;  but  they 
*^  term  the  lawful  exercife  of  the  fupreme  authority 
^  tyranny,  and  call  that  cruelty  which  is  but  the  necef- 
**  (ary  rigour  of  juftice. 

*^  Abandoning  therefore  all  falfe  conceptions  occaiioa- 
**  cd  to  either  of  us  by  unjuft  reprefentations,  I  accept 
**  the  embafly  of  your  king  who  fends  you ;  I  refpeft 
^<  his  friendfhip,  and  offer  all  my  kingdom  to  his  obe-^ 
**  dience;  fince  from  the  figns  we  have  obferved  in  the 
^^  heavens,  and  what  we  have  feen  in  you,  the  period 
**  feems  to  be  arrived  when  the  predidions  of  our  an- 
^^  cellors  are  to  be  fulfilled,  that  is,  that  there  were  to 
**  come  from  the  quarter  of  the  Eaft,  certain  men  differ- 
^^  ent  in  habit  and  in  cuftoms  from  us,  who  were  to 
**  become  lords  of  all  this  country;  for  we  are  not  the 
^^  original  people  of  this  land.    It  is  not  many  years 

**  fincc 
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^  fince  oar  ancefton  came  here  from  the  regk^s  <rf  At 
**  North,  and  we  have  not  ruled  thefe  people  but  as  the 
**  vicen^  of  Quetzalcoatl  our  god  and  lawful  fove- 
*•  reigu* 

Ccntes  anfwercd,  by  thanking  him  warmly. for  the 
lingular  kindndles  he  had  hitherto  received  from  him, 
and  for  the  honourable  idea  he  had  formed  of  the  Spa- 
niards* He  told  him  he  was  fent  by  the  greateft  mo- 
narch of  Europe,  who,  although  he  might  afpire  to 
fomething  higher  in  virtue  of  his  being  the  defcendant 
of  QuetzalcoatI,  ncverthelefs,  he  contented  himfelf  with 
eftablifliing  a  confederacy  and  perpetual  friendfhip  with 
his  majefty  and  his  fuoxffi^rs;  that  the  end  of  his  em- 
bafly  was  not  to  take  away  from  any  one  that  whidi  he 
poflcfled,  but  that  of  announcing  a  true  religion,  and 
communicating  fome  important  information  which  would 
improve  his  government,  and  render  his  vaflals  happy ; 
this  he  would  do  upon  another  occafion,  if  his  majefty 
would  vouchfafe  to  hear  hinu  The  king  afiented  to  his 
propofal,  and  having  informed  himfelf  of  the  rank  and 
conditicm  of  every  one  of  the  Spaniards,  he  todc  leave, 
aiul  (bme  little  time  after  he  fent  them  a  large  prefent, 
coofifting  of  fome  works  of  gold,  and  three  bales  of  fine 
feathers,  dreffes  for  each  of  the  officers,  and  two  bales 
of  dreffes  of  fine  cotton  for  each  of  the  fbldiers.  This 
profperous  beginning  might  have  fecured  to  the  Spa- 
niards the  quiet  pofleffion  of  all  that  vaft  monarchy,  if 
they  had  conduced  themfelves  with  prudence  equal  to 
their  courage  (n). 

The 

(•)  The  kuned  and  Jufidoiii  Acoftm,  treadag  of  the  firft  eonCereaoe  with  ^ 
MontesuBM,  in  book  Tii.  chap.  %s»  of  hit  YuSkorj  iayt,  **  Manf  are  of  opinioa 
**  that  coDiideriog  the  ftate  of  thii^  on  that  firft  day,  it  would  have  been 
*■  eafj  for  the  ^aniardi  to  hate  done  whh  the  king  and  the  .kingdom  what* 
*■  crer  they  pleafed,  and  to  have  commnnicated  to  them  the  law  of  Jcfoa 
*■  ChxiSt  wUh  peace  and  cootebtment  to  alL**  ftc. 
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The  next  day  Cortes  being  defirous  to  pty  his  tifit  to 
the  king,  fent  to  demand  an  audience,  and  <^tained  it  fa 
fpcedily,  that  thofe  who  brought  him  the  anfwer  of  th€ 
king  were  the  perfons  themfelve$  appointed  to  mtroduce 
ambafladors,  and  were  to  condud  him  and  inftruft  him 
in  the  ceremonials  of  that  court*  Cortes  drefled  himfetf 
in  his  mofl  fplendid  habit,  and  took  along  with  him  the 
captains  Alvavarado,  Sandoval,  Velafquez,  and  Ordae^ 
and  alfo  five  foldiers.  They  proceeded  to  the  royal  ps^ 
lace,  amidft  an  immenfe  multitude  of  people,  and  as  fooa 
as  they  reached  the  firft  gate,  the  perfons  who  accom- 
panied them  ranged  themfelves  in  two  files,  one  on  each 
fide  of  them,  as  it  was  deemed  a  want  of  refpe£):  to  ma^ 
jefty  to  enter  in  a  crowded  manner.  After  paifing 
through  three  courts,  and  fome  halls,  to  the  lad  anti^ 
chamber  in  order  to  come  at  the  hall  of  audience,  they 
were  politely  received  by  fevcral  lords  who  kept  guard, 
and  were  forced  to  put  oflF  their  (hoes,  and  to  cover  their 
pompous  drefles  with  fome  coarfe  garments.  When  they 
entered  the  hall  of  audience,  the  king  made  fome  ftepi 
towards  Cortes  and  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  giving 
a  look  of  kindnefs  to  all  the  red,  he  made  them  all  fit 
down.  .  Their  conference  was  long  on  different  fubjeAs. 
The  king  afked  fevcral  queftions  concerning  the  govern*- 
ment  and  natural  produAions  of  Spain }  and  Cortes, 
after  having  fatisfied  him  in  every  thing,  artfully  led  the 
difcourfe  upon  matters  of  religion.  He  explained  to 
him  the  unity  of  God,  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  fcvcw 
rity  of  the  judgments  of  God,  the  glory  with  which  here* 
wards  the  juft,  and  the  eternal  punifliments  to  which  he 
condemns  the  wicked.  Then  he  fpokc  of  the  rites  of 
Chriftianity,  and  in  particular  of  the  pure  and  unbloody 
iacrifice  dP  the  mafs;  to  draw  a  comparifon  between  it 

and 
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and  d^  iohamin  lacrifices  of  the  Mexicans,  declaimhig 
wannly  againft  the  barbarous  croelty  of  facrifidng  hu- 
man  vidiins»  and  feeding  on  their  fleflu  Montezuma 
aafwered,  that  with  rcfpeft  to  the  creation  of  the  world 
diey  were  of  one  fentiment ;  as  that  which  Cortes  had 
juft  faid  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  his  anceftors; 
that  as  to  the  reft  he  had  aheady  been  informed  by  his 
ambafladors  of  the  religion  of  the  Spaniards.  I,  how- 
cver»  he  added,  do  not  doubt  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
God  whom  you  adore ;  but  if  he  is  kind  to  Spain,  our 
gods  are  equally  fo  to  Mexico,  as  the  experience  of 
many  centuries  has  (hewn  to  us.  Spare  yourfelves  there- 
fore the  trouble  of  endeavouring  to  induce  me  to  leave 
their  worihip.  With  regard  to  our  £icrifices,  1  do  not 
know  why  we  are  to  be  blamed  for  facrifidng  to  the 
gods  thofe  men,  who  dther  on  account  of  their  own 
crimes,  or  from  their  fate  in  war,  are  deftined  to  death* 
But  although  Cortes  did  not  fucceed  in  converting  him 
to  the  Chriftian  religion,  he  obtained  a  promife,  as  has 
been  affirmed,  that  there  never  (hould  be  any  human 
fleih  prepared  for  the  royal  table,  either  becaufe  the 
reaibn  urged  by  Cortes  againft  it,  wakened  in  his  mind 
the  horror  natural  at  fuch  food,  or  becaufe  he  was  de- 
iirous  of  (hewing  compliance  with  the  Spaniards  in  fome 
of  their  demands.  On  this  occa(ion  aUb  be  difplayed 
the  royal  beneficence  towards  them,  prefenting  to 
Cortes,  and  his  four  officers,  feveral  labours  of  gold,^ 
and  ten  bales  of  fine  drefifes  of  cotton,  and  a  golden 
necklace  to  every  foldier. 

Cortes  having  returned  to  his  quarters  (for  thus  we 
may  hereafter  name  the  palace  of  Axajacatl  where  the 
Spaniards  were  lodged,)  he  began  to  r^eft  on  the  dan- 
ger which  furroundcd  him  in  the  heart  of  a  dty  fo  (bong 

and 
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and  popolous,  and  refdved  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the 
nobles  by  good  condud,  obfequious  and  kind  manners, 
and  ordered  his  people  to  behave  themfelves  -with  fo 
much  guard  and  difcretion  that  the  Mexicans  might  have 
nothing  to  complain  of:  but  while  he  appeared  to  watch 
with  diligence  to  keep  peace,  he  was  revolving  in  his 
mind  moft  daring  and  rafli  defigns,  totally  adverfe  to 
tranquillity;  and  in  order  to  bring  them  to  maturity,  it 
being  neceffary  to  inform  himfelf  with  his  own  eyes  of 
the  fortifications  of  Mexico,  and  the  forces  of  the  Mexi- 
cans, he  demanded  permiifion  of  the  king  to  vific  the 
royal  palaces,  the  greater  temple,  and  the  fquare  of  the 
market*  The  king  chearfully  granted  his  requeft,  un- 
fufpicious  of  the  crafty  general,  nor  forcfaw  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  great  indulgence.  The  Spaniards  faw  all 
they  wiflied  to  fee,  and  found  every  where  new  fubje^ts 
of  admiration. 

The  city  of  Mexico  was  then  fituated,  as  we  have  al- 
ready faid,  upon  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  lake  of  Tezcuco, 
fifteen  miles  to  the  weftward  from  that  court,  and  four 
to  the  eaftward  from  that  of  Tlacopan.  For  the  conve- 
nience of  paffing  to  the  main  land,  there  were  three  great 
caufeways  of  earth  and  ftone,  raifed  in  the  lake.  ITiat 
of  Iztapalapan,  towards  the  fouth,  upwards  of  feven 
miles;  that  of  Tlacopan,  towards  the  weft,  about  two 
miles;  and  that  of  Tepejacac,  towards  the  north,  of  three 
miles  in  length  (^);  and  all  three  fo  broad,  that  ten  men 

on 

(f)  Dr.  Robertfon  puis  inftead  of  the  rotd  of  Tqiejacac,  that  of  Tezcuco,' 
which,  in  the  part  where  he  deicribet  Mexico,  he  places  towards  the  north- 
weft,  and  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  pofts  of  the  Spauiih  forces  at  the  fiege  of  that 
capital,  he  places  it  towards  the  eaft :  though  he  has  ahready  faid,  that  there  was 
.  ao  road  upon  the  lake  towards  the  eaft:  but  there  nerer  was,  nor  could  be,  anj 
rotd  on  the  lake  from  Mexico  to  Tezcuco,  on  account  of  the  prodigious  depth 
of  Its  bed  in  that  part;  and  if  there  couki  hare  been  any,  it  would  not  have 
been  only  three  miles  as  this  author  affirms^  but  fifteen  miles  in  length,  which  it 
iht  diftaace  between  them. 
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w  borCdMck  coald  pa6  abreaft.  Bcfides  diefe  dim 
tc%d$^  there  was  anocbcr  fomewhat  narrov^  for  ifas 
two  aqoedods  of  Chapoltepcc  The  drcamfemce  of 
the  drj,  cxdufive  of  the  fuburbs,  meafored  more  thaa 
ICQ  miles^  and  the  nomber  of  honfes  were  at  leaftfixtf 
iboafand  (q).  The  city  was  divided  into  four  quarters^ 
and  each  quarter  into  feveral  diftriAs,  the  Mexican  names 
ci  which  are  lUU  prefenred  among  the  Indians.  The  di« 
Yiding  lines  of  the  four  quarters,  were  the  four  broad 
roads,  leading  from  the  four  gates  of  the  area  of  the- 
greater  temple.  The  firft  quarter  called  Tupamy  now 
St.  Faul,  comprehended  all  that  part  between  the  two 
roads  leading  from  the  fouthem  and  eaftem  gates.  The 
iecond  Myctla^  now  St.  John,  the  part  between  the 
fouthem  and  weftem  roads.  The  third  Tlajugcbiuhcan^ 
now  St.  Marj,  the  part  between  the  weftem  and  nor* 
them  roads;  and  the  fourth  Alzacuakoy  now  St.  Sebaf* 
tian,  the  part  of  the  city  between  the  roads  which  led* 
from  the  northern  and  eaftem  gates.  To  tfaofe  four 
parts  into  which  the  city  was  divided  from  the  time  of 
its  foundation,  the  dty  of  TIateloIco  was  added  as  a  fifth, 
fituated  towards  the  north-weft,  having  been  united  after 

the 

(f )  Torqveaada  ifiiniit»  thft  the  popvlatioii  of  the  caplul  amoonted  to  one 
hmdied  and  tweoty  thoafiuid  boufet;  hvt  the  anooymotu  conqueror,  Gomara, 
Hcrrera,  and  ether  hiftorians,  agree  in  the  number  of  fixty  thoufand  hooies, 
not  that  of  fixty  thoufind  inhabitants,  at  Robertfon  lay»;  for  no  ancient  anthor 
computed  them  fb  few  in  number.  U  is  true,  that  in  the  Italian  tranflation  of 
the  reUtioQ  of  the  anonymous  conqueror  we  read  feffatat  mU  abiUMti;  but  this 
has  been  without  doubt,  a  miibke  of  the  tranilator,  who  having,  perhaps, 
fbond  in  the  originai  fifkmia  wdl  Vkimt^  tranilated  it  fixty  thnufand  mihmmli^ 
when  he  ooght  to  have  tuAfm^i;  becaule,  otherwife  ChohiU,  Xochonukok 
btapahpan,  and  tdier  fiich  cities  would  be  made  greater  than  Mexico.  But 
in  the  above  mentioned  number  the  fuburbs  are  not  included.  It  appears  that 
Torquefliada  tnchided  the  fuburbs,  but  ftill  his  calculation  appears  escefli-v^ 


tht  oeffiqwft  of  king  Axajacatl  to  Tenochtj^Iapy  and  botl^ 
together  formed  Mpwo. 

Around  the  city  there  were  many  dykes  and  rcfcr^ 
Toirs  for  colle^ng  water  when  it  was  neceffaryj  and 
within  it  {q  ma^y  c^als,  that  there  was  hardly  4  dif-i 
(rift  which  could  not  l>e  approached  by  boats;  a  circi^m- 
(iance  which  did  not  Icfs  contribute  tp  cmbellifh  the  ci-^ 
ty,  and  to  make  the  tranfportatiqn  of  proviiions,  and  al{ 
other  commodities  of  traffipk  cafy,  than  to  give  the  citi« 
zens  (ecurity  from  the  attempts  of  their  enemies*  Al« 
though  the  principal  fbreets  were  broad  and  ftraighty  of 
many  others,  &mc  were  mere  canals,  where  there  wa; 
00  pafling  but  in  boats;  others  were  paved  and  free  of 
water,  ami  (bme  had  a  fmall  channel  between  two  ter- 
rafles,  which  (erved  for  the  <x>nvenience  of  paflengersi 
and  for  the  unloading  of  vefleb,  or  were  little  garden^ 
planted  with  trees  and  flowers. 

Among  the  various  buildmgs  of  the  city,  belides  ma« 
By  temples  and  magnificent  royal  palaces,  of  which  we 
have  already  fpoken,  there  were  other  palaces,  or  great 
hou£es,  which  the  feudatory  lords  had  conftruded  for 
their  habitation  during  the  time  which  they  were  occa- 
fionally  obliged  to  refide  at  court.  Almoft  all  the 
houfes^  except  thofe  of  the  poor,  had  balconies  with  pa« 
rapets,  and  fome  of  them  even  battlements  and  towers, 
though  much  fmaller  than  thofc  of  the  temples:  fo  that 
upon  the  whole,  the  Mexicans  provided  for  their  defence 
in  their  ilreets  and  houCes  as  well  as  their  temple?. 

Befides  the  large  and  famous  fquare  of  TlatelolcQ, 
where  the  principal  market  was  held,  there  were  other 
little  market-places  dtftributed  through  the  city,  where 
they  fold  ordinary  provifions.  There  were  alfo  in  dif- 
ferent places  fountains  and  filh-ponds,  particularly  near 
Vol.  II.  Z  z  to 
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to  the  temples,  and  many  gardens,  part  laid  out  on  the 
natural  level  of  the  earth,  and  part  raifed  into  high  ter- 
races. 

The  many  and  great  buildings,  neatly  whitened  and 
poliflied,  the  lofty  towers  of  the  temples,  fcattered 
through  the  four  quarters  of  the  city,  the  canals,  trees, 
and  gardens,  formed  an  aflemblageofobjedsfo  beautiful, 
that  the  Spaniards  appeared  never  fatisfied  with  viewing 
it,  particularly  when  they  beheld  it  from,  the  upper  area 
of  the  greater  temple,  which  not  only  commanded  a  prof- 
pc£k  of  all  the  extent  of  Mexico,  but  alfo  of  the  lake, 
and  the  beautiful  and  populous  cities  around  it.  They 
were  not  lefs  aftoniihed  at  feeing  the  royal  palaces,  and 
the  wonderful  variety  of  plants  and  animals  which  were 
reared  there;  but  nothing  ftruck  their  minds  with  more 
amazement  than  the  large  fquare  of  the  market.  There 
was  not  a  Spaniard  who  did  not  extol  it  with  iingular 
praifes,  and  fome  of  them,  who  had  travelled  through 
almoft  all  Europe,  declared,  as  Bemal  Diaz  reports,  that 
they  had  never  feen  in  any  place  of  the  world,  either  fo 
great  a  number  of  merchants,  or  fuch  ,a  variety  of  mer- 
chandize fo  well  ordered  and  difpofed. 

When  the  Spaniards  mounted  the  greater  temple, 
they  found  the  king  there,  who  had  anticipated  their  ar- 
rival,  in  order  to  prevent  -by  his  prefence,  any  attempt 
of  violence  againft  his  gods.  After  having  obfcrved  the 
city  from  that  great  height,  at  the  inllance  of  the  king 
iiimfelf,  Cortes  demanded  permifQon  to  fee  the  fan£lut« 
ries,  which  the  king  granted  to  him  after  confulting  the 
priefts.  The  Spaniards  entered  there,  and  contemplat- 
ed, not  without  compaiSon  ard  horror,  the  blindnefe  of 
ihofe  people,  and  the  horrid  ilaughter  which  fuperftition 
committed  at  their  facrifices.     Cortes  then  turning  to 

the 
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the  king  faid,  "  I  wonder,  prince,  that  a  monarch,  fo 
*'  wife  as  you  are,  can  adore  thofe  abominable  figures  of 
,  "  the  devil  as  gods,"  "  If  I  had  known,"  anfwercdthc 
king,  **  that  you  would  have  fpokcn  difrefpe6tfully  of 
**  our  gods,  I  ihould  not  have  yielded  to  your  requeft/* 
Cortes,  feeing  him  fo  much  incenfed,  begged  his  excufe, 
and  took  leave  to  withdraw  to  his  quarters.  **  Go  in 
**  peace,"  faid  the  king}  "  for  1  will  (lay  here  to  ap- 
**  peafe  the  anger  of  our  gods,  which  you  have  provok- 
**  ed  by  your  blafphemy," 

Notwithftanding  this  circumftance  of  difguft,  Cortes 
not  only  obtained  permiillon  from  the  king  to  build  with* 
in  the  enclofure  of  his  quarters  a  chapel  in  honour  of 
his  god,  but  alfo  the  workmen  and  materials  for  the  build- 
ing, in  which  they  celebrated  mafs,  although  without 
wine,  and  the  foldiers  daily  affembled  there  to  perform 
their  devotions.  He  fixed  alfo,  in  the  principal  court, 
a  great  crofs,  that  the  Mexicans  might  fee  the  high  ve- 
neration  in  which  they  held  that  fymbol  of  their  religion. 
He  was  moreover  defirous  of  confecrating  the  very  fanc- 
tuary  of  Huitzilopochtli  to  the  worihip  of  his  god,  but 
at  that  time  he  was  reftrained  by  refpeft  for  the  king 
and  the  priefts;  but  he  accompliflied  this  purpofe  fome 
months  after,  having  acquired  a  greater  authority  by  the 
imprifonment  of  the  king,  and  other  anions  not  more 
prudent  or  lefs  rafli,  as  will  prefently  appear. 

He  broke  the  idols  which  were  worfliipped  there,  made 
them  clean  and  adorn  the  fan£iuary,  placed  a  crucifix  and 
an  image  of  the  mother  of  God  in  it,  and  placing  him« 
felf  upon  his  knees  before  thofe  facred  images,  he  thanked 
the  Almighty  for  having  granted  leave  to  adore  him  in 
that  place,  fo  long  deftined  to  cruel  and  deteftable  idola- 
try. His  pious  zeal  made  him  frequently  repeat  to  Mon- 
tezuma 
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tezvma  Ins  argumentt  for  the  tnitli  of  his  tc^^ten  j  Mt 
tldioQgh  Montezuma  was  not  difpofed  to  tmbrace  it, 
moved  however  by  his  fuggeftions,  be  eotmnanded  that 
from  diat  time  forward  no  human  vidims  flxmld  be  £1^ 
crificed ;  and  altbongh  he  did  not  agree  with  the  Spl« 
nifli  general  in  renoundng  idolatry,  he  contintted  to  ca» 
refe  him,  and  no  day  pafled  without  his  noaking  fomt 
prefent  to,  and  fliewing  new  civilities  to  the  S{>aniards. 
The  order  which  the  king  gave  refpeding  the  facrificei 
were  not  ftridly  obferved,  and  that  great  harmony. 
Which  had  hitherto  fubfifted,  was  diftuibed  by  the  dar- 
ing  attempts  of  the  Spanifli  general. 

Six  days  were  hardly  ehpfed  after  the  entry  rf  tht 
Spaniards  into  Mexico,  when  Cortes,  finding  hiaaft^,  ai 
h  were,  infulated  in  the  centre  of  an  immenfe  myriad  of 
)>eople,  and  confidering  how  dangerous  their  ^liatioft 
would  become,  if  the  mmd  of  the  king  ihoold  tv& 
diange,  which  event  might  happen,  was  perfuaded  theit 
was  no  other  conduft  to  be  foBowed  for  their  iccurity 
than  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  perTon  of  the  king^ 
but  fuch  a  meafure  being  extreme^  repugnant  to  juftkfe 
and  reafon,  which  demanded  from  him  boA  refped  tb 
the  majefty  of  that  monardi,  and  gratitude  f<Nr  his  gresft 
beneficence,  he  fought  for  pretences  to  <iuiet  his  confci- 
tnce,  and  to  fiiidd  his  honour ;  for  which  purpofe  hfe 
found  none  fb  fittmg  as  the  revohitions  at  Vera  Cruz, 
the  intelligence  of  which  he  had  kept  fecret  m  his  bread 
till  this  time,  but  being  willing  now  to  avail  himfelf  df 
%  he  revealed  it  to  his  officers,  that  thc^  might  take 
into  their  ferious  confideration  what  would  be  nx^  pro^ 
-per  and  effcftual  to  deliv^  themfelves  frdm  inch  knmi- 
laent  danger ;  and,  in  otdex  to  jufttfy  his  attempt,  and 
excite  the  Spaniards  to  eicecute  it,  he  madeibrae  princi- 
pal 


RisTORT  OF  mmxfco.  868 

p9l  pmibott  of  die  alUes  be  called  (wbK^k  'mfontOLiicm 
ought  always  to  bt  fu^idoos^  oa  account  of  their  bitter 
emnity  to  the  Mexicans)^  aikl  demanded  of  them  if  thef 
bad  obferved  any  thing  new  m  the  inhsdiitasts  of  thiA 
court  ?  They  replied,  that  the  Meucan  peculate  wat 
then  amofed  with  the  public  rgoidngs,  whidi  the  lung 
had  ordeitd,  to  celebrate  the  arriTal  of  inch  noble  fira»» 
gl^rs ;  but  that  amongft  the  oobility  they  perceived  t 
ifeipicioQs  look;  and,  among  other  things,  they  had 
hieard  them  fay,  that  it  would  he  eafy  to  lift  up  ite 
tM-idges  tpon  the  canals,  which  deemed  to  hkUcate  kimt 
fecret  con^iracy  againft  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes  cauM  not  fle^  from  uneafineft  that  whole 
night,  2nd  pafled  it  traverfiBg  his  quarters  in  deep  me* 
^fottioBw  A  centinel  told  Mm,  that  tn  one  of  the  cham- 
bers there  was  ^  door  which  bad  been  frtdk  walled  upk 
tiOi^es  made  it  be  opened,  and  upon  entering  they  found 
leowal  chambm^  where  the  treafiire  e[  the  deceafed 
long  wQis  depofiied.  He  <aw  there  many  idok,  a  great 
^quantity  of  works  of  gold,  lof  gens,  of  feathers,  ef  cot- 
ton, and  feveral  other  things  which  were  paid  by  the 
tribmaiy  provinces,  or  prefemedhy  the  feudatory  lords 
«o  their  fovereign.  A£ier  beholdiDg  with  amazement  fo 
touch  riches,  he  made  the  door  he  agam  walled  op,  and 
left  in  its  former  ftate. 

The  next  morning  be  caHed  together  his  captains,  re» 
fTcfented  to  them  the  hdftiKties  committed  by  the  lord 
of  Nanhthn  upon  the  garrifon  at  Vera  Cruz  and  ths 
Totonacas  their  allies,  whidi  'the  allies  themfelves  faid 
'wookl  not  have  heen  offered  without  the  exprefs  order 
or  permHfion  of  the  king  of  Mexico.  He  painted,  tft 
^rong  colours,  the  danger  in  which  they  then  ftood,  and 
^declared  his  defign  to  them,  eaaggeraimg  the  advaiitagei 

which 
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which  were  to  be  cxpc€ted  from  the  executtoa  of  it»  and 
dimiDifhing  the  evils  which  it  might  occafion.  Their 
opinions  were  various*  Some  of  them  rgeded  the  pro-* 
poiitioQ  of  the  general  as  rafli  and  impradicable,  and 
iaidy  that  it  would  be  fitter  to  afk  permiffion  from  the 
king  to  retire  from  the  country,  (ince  as  he  had  endea- 
vonredy  with  fo  much  eameftnefs,  and  fuch  large  pre- 
fents,  to  turn  them  from  their  refolulion  of  coming  to 
Mexico,  he  would  promptly  confcnt  to  their  departure. 
Some  of  them  thought,  that  although  it  was  neceflarj 
for  them  to  depart,  yet  they  imagined  diat  it  would  be 
proper  to  do  it  fecretly,  in  order  to  give  the  Mexicans 
no  opportunity  of  betraying  them  in  any  manner ;  but 
the  greater  part  of  them  having,  it  is  probable,  been 
previoufly  biafled  by  the  general,  embraced  his  propo&l, 
rcjeding  the  others  as  more  dangerous  and  ignominious. 
•<  What  will  they  fay  of  us  ?"  they  alkcd,  **  when  thcjr 
^*  fee  us  go  fuddenly  from  a  court  where  we  have  been 
^^  crowned  with  honour ;  who  will  not  be  perfuaded  that 
*^  it  is  fear  which  chafes  us  away  ?  If  we  ever  loie  the 
•*  reputation  of  courage,  what  fecurity  can  we  promife 
*^  ourfelves,  either  in  thofe  places  of  the  Mexicans 
**  through  which  we  muft  pafs,  or  among  our  allies,  who 
**  will  no  longer  be  reftrained  by  refpeft  for  our  arms  ?" 
At  laft,  the  refolution  was  formed  to  take  Montezuma  in 
his  palace,  and  to  bring  him  prifoner  to  their  quarters ; 
a  refolution  mod  barbarous,  however,  and  wild  to  ex- 
cefs,  fuggefted  by  apprehenfions  for  then-  fete,  and  their 
paft  uniform  experience  of  fuccefs,  which,  more  than  any 
thing  elfe,  encourages  men,  and  leads  them  gradually  on 
always  to  fome  flill  more  daring  undertaking. 

For  the  execution  of  this  dangerous  plan,  Cortes  put 
all  his  troops  in  arms,  and  ftationcd  them  at  proper  pla- 
ces. 
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ces.    He  commanded  five  of  his  officers  and  twenty-five 
of  his  foldiers,  in  whom  he  placed  chief  confidence,  to 
Kpair  two  hj  two  to  the  paJace,  but  in  fach  a  manner 
that  they  might  all  meet  there  at  once,  as  if  by  accident ; 
and  having  previoufly  obtained  leave  of  the  king,  he 
went  himfelf  with  his  interpreter  Marina,  at  the  ufual 
hour  of  his  vifit  to  him.     He  was  introduced  with  the 
other  Spaniards  into  the  hall  of  audience,  where  the 
king,  far  from  fufpef^ing  what  was  to  happen,  received 
them  with  his  wonted  kindnefs.     He  made  them  fit 
down,  prefented  to  them  fome  works  of  gold,  and  be^ 
iides  prefented  one  of  his  daughters  to  Cortes..    Cortes, 
after  having  exprefled  his  gratitude,  in  the  moft  polite 
terms,  apolegifed  for  not  accepting  her,  alleging  that 
he  was  married  in  Cuba,  and  according  to  the  Chriftian 
law,  he  was  not  permitted  to  have  two  wives ;  but  at 
lail  he  received  her  into  his  company,  to  avoid  giving 
difguft  to  the  king,  and  to  have  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing her  a  ChrifUan,  as  he  afterwards  did.   To  the  other 
officers  alfo  he  gave  fome  daughters  of  Mexican  lords  of 
thofe  he  had  in  his  fcraglio.     They  converfed  after- 
wards, for  fome  time,  on  various  fubje&s ;  but  Cortes, 
feeing  that  thofe  difcourfcs  diverted  him  from  his  objef^, 
told  the  king  that  his  vifit  then  was  made  to  communi- 
cate to  him  the  proceedings  of  his  vaflal  the  lord  of 
Nauhtlah :  he  complained  of  the  hoftilities  committed  by 
that  lord  on  the  Totonacas,  on  account  of  their  friend- 
Ihip  with  the  Spaniards ;  of  the  war  made  on  the  Spa- 
niards at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  death  of  Efcalante  the  go- 
vernor, and  fix  foldiers  of  that  garrifon.    ^*  I  (he  added) 
**  muft  give  an  account  to  my  fovcrcign  of  the  death  of 
*^  thofe  Spaniards ;  and  in  order  to  be  able  to  give  him 
*^  proper  fatisfa£lion,  I  have  made  enquiry  into  fo  fingu- 

"lar 
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^hmieTent.  AH  eoofider  yoa  the  i»iiicip«I  antfaor  ff 
^  tbofe  rorokiriooi }  bttt  I  am  fmr  from  thiokmg  (6  gnu 
^  a  iBooardi  capable  of  fudi  perfidy  at  to  porfecatc  mc 
*^  as  aa  enemj  ia  that  pixmiicc»  while  at  the  fame  time 
^  joa  are  heaping  favourt  upon  me  in  your  court/'  ^^  I 
**  do  not  doubt  (replied  the  king)  but  tbofe  who  accafe 
^  me  of  the  war  of  Nauhtlan  are  the  Tlafcalans,  mj 
^  fwora  enemies ;  but  I  proteft  I  had  no  influence  in  it 
*^  Quanhpopoca  has  proceeded  to  do  ib  without  mj  orr 
^  dersy  and  rather  againft  my  inclination )  and  that  jm 
^  may  be  aflbred  of  the  truth,  I  will  make  him  tmmedi^ 
^  ately  come  to  court,  and  put  him  into  your  bands*^ 
He  immodiatdy  called  two  o(  his  courtiers,  and  deliver** 
lag  to  them  a  certain  gem,  which  he  alwajrs  wore  hangr 
lag  at  his  arm,  ^nd  icnred  in  place  of  a  teal  as  a  fign  of 
his  commands,  he  ordered  them  to  go  with  all  poflil^ 
fpced  to  Nauhtlan  to  bring  Quauhpopoca  from  thence  to 
court,  and  the  <^ier  prindi»l  pofons  who  were  con^ 
cemed  in  the  death  of  the  Spaniards,  and  gave  them  an» 
thortty  10  ratfe  troops,  and  take  them  by  force  if  thqr 
fhould  rcfufe  to  obey. 

The  two  courtiers  departed  immediately  to  cxeeatc 
their  commiflion,  and  the  king  (aid  to  Cortes,  ^^  What 
«  can  i  do  more  to  aflure  you  of  my  finccrity  ?'*  **  I 
<<  have  no  doubt  of  it  (anfwercd  Cortes) ;  but  in  order 
<<  to  dear  up  the  error  into  which  your  vaflals  have  like«* 
^  wife  fallen,  that  the  a&ir  of  Nauhtlan  had  been  exr 
•*  ecuted  by  your  orders,  we  wtfh  for  a  ftrong  proof  of 
^  it,  which  win  manifeft  your  bencvoleaoe  towards  us ; 
*^  and  no  one  feems  more  adapted  for  this  purpofe  than 
^^  that  of  your  condescending  to  live  with  us  until  the  I 
^*  guilty  perfoos  appear,  and  manifeft  your  innocoace  by  ' 
*^  their  confcifion*     That  will  be  fu£ctcut  to  fatisfy  my 

"  fovercign. 
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*•  fovcrdgn,  to  juftify  your  conduft,  to  honour  and 
**  fhdter  us  under  the  fhadc  of  your  majcfty."  In  fpitc 
of  the  artful  words  in  which  Cortes  endeavoured  to  dif- 
guife  his  darings  and  injurious  pretenfion,  the  king  im- 
mediately penetrated  his  meaning,  and  was  difturbed. 
**  When  was  there  ever  an  inftance  (he  faid)  of  a  king 
•^  tamely  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  led  into  prifon  ?  And 
•*  although  I  was  willing  to  debafe  myfelf  in  fo  vile  a 
*^  manner,  would  not  all  my  vaflals  immediately  arm 
*^  themfelves  to  fet  me  free  ?  I  am  not  a  man  who  can 
**  hide  myfelf,  or  fly  to  the  mountains ;  without  fubjefl:- 
*^  ing  myfelf  to  fuch  infamy,  I  am  here  now  ready  to  fa- 
•'  tisfy  your  complaints."  "  The  houfe,  prince  (return- 
**  ed  Cortes),  to  which  we  invite  you,  is  one  of  your  pa- 
•*  laces ;  nor  will  it  excite  the  wonder  of  your  fubjefts, 
**  who  are  accuftomed  to  your  change  of  habitation,  to 
**  fee  you  now  go  to  inhabit  the  palace  of  your  deceafed 
**  father  Axajacatl,  from  a  motive  of  fhewing  your  be- 
**  nevolence  towards  us.  In  cafe  your  fubjefts  after- 
*^  wards  fliould  dare  to  do  any  thing  againft  you  or  us, 
**  we  have  enough  of  courage,  ftrong  arms,  and  good 
**  weapons,  to  repel  their  violence.  In  other  refpefts 
**  I  engage  my  faith  you  (hall  be  as  much  honoured  and 
*'  attended  upon  by  us  as  by  your  own  fubjefts."  The 
king  perfevered  in  his  refufal^  and  Cortes  in  his  importu- 
nity ;  until  at  laft,  one  of  the  Spanifli  officers,  extremely 
daring  and  impetuous,  not  brooking  this  deUy  to  the 
execution  of  their  projeft,  faid,  in  pailion,  that  they 
fbould  leave  difcourfing,  and  refolve  to  take  him  by 
force,  or  put  him  to  death.  ITie  king,  who  difcemed 
in  the  afpeft  of  the  Spaniard,  what  was  his  purpdc, 
eagerly  demanded  of  Marina  what  that  furious  flrangcr 
faid  ?  **  I,  prince  (fhe  anfwered  with  mildnefs  and  dif- 
-  Vol.  II.  3  A  cretion,) 
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cretion),  *•  as  your  fubjeft,  dcfirc  your  happhids  j  but 
^  as  the  confidant  of  thofc  men,  koow  their  fecrett,  and 
•*  am  acquainted  with  their  charafter.  If  you  condc* 
**  fcend  to  do  what  they  require,  you  will  be  treated  by 
*^  them  with  all  the  honour  which  is  due  to  your  royal 
•*  perfon ;  but  if  you  perfift  in  your  refufal,  your  life 
•*  will  be  in  danger/*  That  unhappy  king,  who  from 
the  time  that  he  had  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Spaniards,  had  been  ftruck  with  a  fuperftitious 
panick,  and  had  become  daily  more  pulillanimous,  feeing 
himfelf  in  fuch  difficulty,  and  being  perfuaded  that  be* 
fore  his  guards  could  come  to  his  fuccour  he  might  pe^ 
ri{h  by  the  hands  of  men  fo  daring  and  refolute,  at  laft 
yielded  to  their  importunity*  *^  I  am  willing  to  truft 
^  myfelf  with  you ;  let  us  go,  let  us  go,  fince  the  gods 
^  thus  intend  ;''  and  immediately  he  ordered  his  litter 
to  be  prepared,  and  he  got  into  it,  in  order  to  be  tranf* 
ported  to  the  quarters  of  the  Spaniards. 

Our  readers  will  probably,  on  reading  and  confider* 
ing  all  the  circumftances  of  this  extraordinary  event,  fed 
the  fame  difpleafure  we  feel  in  giving  the  relation ;  as 
the  Spaniards  cannot  but  appear  to  have  been  the  fe« 
vereft  inftruments  fate  ever  made  ufe  of  to  fiartber  the 
ends  of  Providence  in  the  difcovery  and  connection  of  the 
new  with  the  old  continent. 

Mootezumai  at  length,  left  his  palace  never  to  return 
to  it  again.  He  departed,  declaring  to  his  courtiers,  fbr 
certain  reafons,  after  confultation  with  his  gods,  he  was 
going  to  pafs  fome  days,  of  his  own  free  will,  with  thofe 
(bangers,  commanding  them  to  publifh  it  through  all 
the  city.  He  went  with  all  the  pomp  and  magnificence 
with  which  he  ufually  appeared  in  public,  and  the  Spa* 
niards  kept  doie  to  him,  guarding  bim>  under  pretence 

of 
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of  doing  him  honoun  The  new$  thk  fbgular  event  im- 
mediately fprcad  through  the  whole  capital,  and  the 
people  aiTembled  in  crowds ;  fome  were  affeAed  fo  as  to 
weep,  and  others  threw  themfelves  upon  the  ground  in 
defpair.  The  king  attempted  to  confole  them,  telling 
them,  that  it  was  with  his  own  pleafure,  that  he  went  to 
be  among  his  friends  ;  but  being  appreheniive  of  fome 
diforder,  he  gave  orders  to  his  miniflers  to  chafe  the 
rabble  from  the  ftreets,  and  threatened  death  to  any  one 
who  caufed  any  commotion  or  difturbance.  Having  ar^ 
rived  at  the  quarters,  he  carefled  the  Spaniards,  and  took 
the  apartments  that  pleafed  him  mod,  which  his  domef- 
tics  quickly  decorated  with  the  fined  tapeftry  of  cotton 
and  feathers,  and  thebeft  furniture  of  the  royal  palace. 
Cortes  placed  guards  at  the  entry  to  thofe  apartments, 
and  doubled  thofe  which  were  ufual  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  quarters.  He  intimated  to  all  the  Spaniards  and 
all  the  allies,  that  they  were  to  treat  him  and  fcrve  him 
with  all  the  refpe£t  which  was  due  to  majcfty,  and  per- 
mitted  the  Mexicans  to  vifit  him  whenever  they  pleafed, 
provided  there  were  but  few  at  a  time  ;  fo  that  he  want- 
ed nothing  that  he  had  in  his  own  palace  but  liberty. 

Here  Montezuma  was  allowed  to  give  free  audience 
to  his  vaflals,  heard  their  petitions,  pronounced  fenten- 
ces,  and  governed  the  kingdom  with  the  affiftance  of  his 
minifters  and  counfellors.  His  domeftics  ferved  him  with 
the  fame  diligence  and  punduality  as  ufual.  A  band  of 
nobles  waited  upon  him  at  table,  ordered  in  ranks  of  four 
at  a  time,  carrying  the  difhes  raifed  up  in  their  hands 
for  the  fake  of  oftentation ;  after  having  chofen  whatihe 
liked,  he  divided  the  reft  among  the  Spaniards  who  aiEft- 
ed  and  the  Mexican  nobles  who  attended  him :  not  con- 
tented 
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tented  with  this,  his  generoiity  made  him  diftribote  fr«v 
qoent  and  magnificent  prefents  among  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes,  on  his  part,  (hewed  (b  much  eameftnefs  that 
his  people  (houkl  pay  him  the  refped  which  was  due, 
that  he  ordered  a  Spaniard  to  be  whipped  for  anfwering^ 
the  king  rudely,  and  would  have  made  him  be  hanged, 
as  Ibme  hiftorians  affirm,  if  the  king  himfelf  had  not  ii>- 
terpofed  in  his  behalf.  But  if  the  foldier  was  deferving 
of  chaftifement  for  infulting  the  majefty  of  that  king  by 
a  rude  word,  what  punifhment  did  he  merit  who  had  fb 
outrageouOy  deprived  him  of  his  liberty  ?  Every  time 
that  Cortes  went  to  vifit  him  he  obferved  the  fame  cere- 
mony, and  paid  him  the  fame  compliments  which  he  had 
been  ufed  to  do  when  he  went  to  the  royal  palace.  In 
order  to  amnie  him  in  prifon,  he  made  the  foldiers  go 
through  the  military  exercrfe,  or  made  them  play  at 
games  before  him }  and  the  king  himfelf  frequently  con- 
defcended  to  play  with  Cortes  and  the  captain  Alvarado, 
at  a  game  which  the  Spaniards  called  bodoque^  and  (hew- 
ed himfelf  happy  to  lofe  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  cxercifing  his  liberality  ;  once  after  dinner  he  loft  for- 
ty pieces  of  unwrought  gold,  which,  as  near  as  we  can 
guefs,  was  equal  to  one  hundred  and  (ixty  ounces  at 
lead. 

Cortes  perceiving  his  liberality,  or  rather  prodigality, 
told  him  one  day  that  fome  knavifh  foldiers  had  (lolen 
fome  pieces  of  gold  from  the  treafury  of  his  deceafed  fa- 
ther AxajacatI,  but  that  he  would  make  them  immedi- 
ately rellore  the  whole  of  their  theft,  **  Provided,*' 
faid  the  king,  "  they  do  not  touch  the  images  of  the 
*'  gods,  nor  any  thing  deftined  for  their  worfhip,  they 
**  may  take  as  much  as  they  plcafe/'  Having  got  this 
.permjfEon,  the  Spaniards  took  out  foon  after  more  than 

a  thou- 
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a  thonfand  fine  habits  of  cotton ;  Cortes  commanded 
them  to  be  replaced,  but  Montezuma  oppofed  it,  faying 
he  never  took  back  what  he  bad  once  given  away.  Cor- 
tes alfo  imprifoned  fomc  foldiers,  becaufe  they  had  taken 
out  of  the  fame  treafurc  a  certain  quantity  of  liquid  am- 
ber ;  but,  at  the  defire  of  the  king,  they  were  again  fet 
at  liberty.  Montezuma,  not  contented  with  yielding  up 
his  riches  to  the  Spaniards,  prefented  to  Cortes  another 
of  his  daught^,  whom  the  general  accepted,  in  order 
to  marry  her  to  Chriftopher  Olid,  camp-mafter  to  the 
Spanilh  troops.  This  princefs,  as  well  as  the  other  for- 
merly prefented,  were  immediately  inftruded  and  bap- 
tized, without  any  oppofition  from  their  father. 

Cortes,  having  no  longer  any  doubt  of  the  friendly 
difpofition  of  the  king,  which  had  been  manifefted  not 
only  by  his  extraordinary  liberality,  but  alfo  by  the 
pleafure  he  took  in  living  among  the  Spaniards,  after 
fome  days  of  confinement  allowed  him  to -go  out  of  the 
quarters,  and  exhorted  him  to  go  as  often  as  he  pleafed 
to  amufe  himfelf  with  the  chafe,  of  which  he  was  immo- 
derately fond.  That  debafed  monarch  did  not  refufc 
this  miferable  ufe  of  his  liberty ;  he  went  frequently, 
fometimes  to  the  temples  to  perform  his  devotions,  fome- 
timcs  to  the  lake  to  catch  water-fowl,  fometimes  to  the 
wood  of  Chapoltepec,  or  fome  other  place  of  pleafure ; 
always  guarded,  however,  by  a  ftrong  company  of  Spa- 
nifh  foldiers.  When  he  went  upon  the  lake,  he  was 
cfcorted  by  a  vaft  number  of  boats,  or  by  two  brigan- 
tines,  which  Cortes  had  caufed  to  be  built  as  foon  as  he 
entered  that  capital  (r).     When  he  rcforted  to  the 

woods, 

(r)  In  order  to  fet  forth  at  once  the  life  of  Montezuma  while  in  prifon,  we 
recount  here  fome  eTentt  which  happened  pofterior  to  others,  which  are  ftill 
to  be  related. 
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woodfy  he  vas  accoo^Mmied  by  two  thonikiid  Tbfci- 
Iftfls,  bciidet  a  aBOiaxHis  retinue  of  MextcaaSy  who  at 
ways  were  in  attendance  to  ferve  him ;  bnt  he  never  paff- 
ed  a  night  out  of  the  quarten* 

Upwards  of  fifteen  days  had  elapfed  fince  the  baxpiu 
fonment  of  the  kkig,  when  the  two  mcileagers  returned 
from  Nauhdan»  conducing  Quauhpopoca,  his  fon»  and 
fifteen  other  nobles^  accomplices  in  the  death  of  the  go- 
Tcmor  Efcalante.  Qoauhpopoca  came  richly  drefled,  in 
a  litter :  when  he  arrived  at  the  quarters  he  puUed  off 
his  iboesy  acccmling  to  the  ceremony  of  the  palace,  and 
covered  himfelf  with  a  coarfe  habit ;  he  was  mtrodoced 
to  the  audience  of  the  king,  and,  havmg  obferved  the 
ufual  forms  of  refpeft,  he  faid,  ^^  Behold,  moft  great 
«<  and  powerful  prince,  your  fervant  obedient  to  your 
*^  commands,  and  ready  to  comply  in  every  thing  with 
•<  your  defire.*'  **  You  have  condu£^  yourfelf  not  a 
*^  little  amifs  m  this  point,''  returned  the  king,  with  dif- 
dain,  ^*  by  treating  thc^e  (hangers,  whom  I  have  receiv- 
^^  ed  like  friends  into  my  court,  as  enemies  ;  and  your 
^*  temerity  has  been  exceflive,  in  blaming  me  as  the  au- 
•*  thor  of  fuch  proceedings  ;  you  (hall  therefore  be  pu-^ 
^  niihed  as  a  traitor  to  your  fovereign/'  Quauhpopoca 
endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf,  but  die  king  would  not 
liflen  to  him,  and  made  him  be  immediately  delivered  up 
to  Cortex,  with  his  accomplices,  that,  after  the  crime 
was  examined  into,  he  might  punifh  them  as  he  fliould 
think  proper.  Cortes  put  the  necelTary  queftions,  and 
they  openly  confeffed  the  faft,  without  at  firft  blaming 
the  king  ;  until  being  threatened  with  the  torture,  and 
believing  their  puniflimcnt  inevitable,  they  declared  that 
what  they  had  done  was  enjoined  by  the  king,  without 

whole 
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Vfhok  orders  thty  would  not  have  dared  to  attempt  any 
thing  againft  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes^  after  hearing  their  confeiCon  and  pretending 
not  to  believe  their  excufe^  condemned  them  to  be  hom- 
ed alive  before  the  royal  palace^  for  being  guilty  of  trea- 
(bn  to  die  king.  He  repaired  immediately  to  the  king's 
apartment,  with  three  or  four  of  his  officers,  and  a  kU 
dier  who  carried  irons  in  his  hands ;  and,  without  omit- 
ting  even  upon  this  occafion  the  ufual  ceremony  and  com- 
l^iments,  he  faid  to  the  king,  *^  The  delinquents,  prince, 
^  have  now  been  examined,  and  all  of  them  have  coa« 
^  £efled  their  guilt,  and  blame  you  as  the  author  of  the 
^  death  of  my  Spaniards:  I  have  condemned  them  to 
^  the  puniihment  which  they,  and  which  you  alfo,  de- 
^^  ferve,  agreeably  to  their  confdfion;  but,  in  coniidenu 
^  tion  of  the  many  kindnefles  you  have  rendered  us 
^  hitherto,  and  the  regard  you  have  manifefted  for  my 
^^  fovereign  and  towards  my  nation,  I  am  willing  to  grant 
<^  you  the  favour  of  your  life,  although  I  cannot  avoid 
^  making  you  feel  a  part  of  the  puniihment  which  yoa 
<^  merit  for  your  crime/'  Upon  faying  this,  he,  in  an 
angry  tone,  commanded  the  foldier  to  put  the  irons  upon 
his  legs,  and  without  deigning  to  hear  a  word  from  him, 
turned  about  and  departed.  The  ftupe&^n  of  the 
king  at  feeing  this  outrage  offered  to  his  perfon  was  (o 
great,  that  it  left  him  no  power  of  reiiftance  nor  any 
words  to  exprefs  his  affliftion:  he  remained  for  ibme 
time  in  a  (late  of  infenfibility ;  his  domeftics  who  attend- 
ed iignified  their  grief  in  filcnt  tears;  and  throwing 
themfelves  at  his  feet,  eafed  the  weight  of  the  irons 
with  their  hands,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  their  con* 
taft  with  his  i^  by  placing  bandages  of  cotton  between 
them.    As  he  returned  to  himfelf,  he  broke  out  into 

fomc 
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fome  exprdlions  of  impatience,  but  he  foon  calmed  again^ 
attributing  bis  miferies  to  tbe  fupreme  difpcnfations  of 
his  gods. 

This  bold  aftion  was  hardly  performed^  when  Cortes 
proceeded  to  execute  another  not  lefs  prefumptuous. 
After  having  given  orders  to  the  guards  not  to  admit 
any  Mexican  to  fee  the  king,  he  commanded  Quauhpo- 
poca,  his  fon,  and  the  reft  of  his  accomplices,  to  be  led 
to  punifliment;  they  were  condu£^ed  by  the  Spaniards 
themfelves,  all  armed  and  formed  in  order  of  battle,  to 
keep  the  people  in  awe  in  cafe  they  (hould  be  willing  to 
oppofe  the  execution  of  their  fentence.  But  what  could 
that  fmall  troop  of  men  have  done  againft  the  immenfe 
multitude  of  Mexicans  who  aifembled  to  be  fpedators 
of  the  event  ?  The  fire  was  kindled  before  the  principal 
palace  of  the  king.  The  fuel  made  ufe  of  was  a  great 
quantity  of  bows,  arrows,  darts,  lances,  fwords,  and 
(hields,  which  were  taken  from  an  armoury ;  for  Cortes 
had  demanded  thefe  of  the  king,  that  he  might  rid  him- 
felf  of  the  uneafinefs  which  the  fight  of  fo  many  arms 
occafioned.  Quauhpopoca,  tied  hand  and  foot  and 
placed  upon  the  pile  where  he  was  to  be  burned,  again 
protefted  his  innocence,  and  repeated  that  what  he  had 
done  was  by  the  exprefs  order  of  his  king;  he  then  made 
prayers  to  his  gods,  and  encouraged  his  companions  to 
bear  their  fuSerings.  The  fire  being  kindled  they  were 
all  in  a  few  minutes  confumed,  (x)  in  fight  of  a  numerous 

multitude 

{i^  SoUt,  when  he  makes  mentioo  of  the  icnteoce  of  Cortes  agiinft  Qatiihp> 
popoca,  fpeaks  thus  **  Juzgofe  militarmeDte  la  caufa,  y  fe  Ics  dio  feotencia  de 
**  mnerte,  con  U  drcunftancia  de  que  fuiffen  qnemados  puKHcamente  fvt  cner- 
**  poi.*'  Wherein,  without  mentioning  the  fpecies  of  puniihment  to  which  they 
were  condemned,  he  makes  it  he  onderftood,  that  the  prifoners  were  not  hum- 
ed»  but  Iheir  dead  bodies  only.    This  is  not  at  all  confident  with  the  fincerity 

which 
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makitudCt  who  made  no  commotion  becaufe  they  were 
perfuadedy  as  is  probable,  that  this  puniihment  was 
executed  by  order  of  the  king:  and  it  is  to  be  imagined 
that  the  fentence  had  been  publifhcd  in  his  name* 

This  conduct  of  Cortes  is  by  no  means  to  be  juftifieds 
fince  befi^es  arrogating  to  himfelf  an  authority  which 
did  not  belong  to  him»  if  he  believed  the  king  had 
been  the  author  of  the  revolutions  at  Vera  Cruz,  why 
condemn  to  death,  and  to  fo  cruel  a  death,  men  who  had 
no  other  guilt  than  that  of  executing  punAually  the 
orders  of  their  fovereign?  If  he  did  not  believe  the  king 
guilty,  why  fubje^l  him  to  fo  much  ignominy,  in  contra* 
di^on  to  the  refpeft  due  to  his  charader,  the  gratitude 
IKrhich  might  naturally  have  been  felt  for  his  bounty^i 
and  the  juftice  claimed  by  his  innocepce?  It  is  probable, 
that  Quauhpopoca  had  an  exprefs  order  from  the  king 
to  bring  the  Totonacas  again  under  obedience  to  his 
crown,  and  that  being  unable  to  execute  that  order  with-t 
out  embroiling  himfelf  with  the  Spaniards,  who  pro* 
teded  the  rebels,  he  carried  things  to  the  extremity 
l^hich  w?  have  fees. 

As  foon  as  the  criminals  were  puniihed,  Cortes  went 
to  the  apartment  of  the  king,  and  faluting  him  with  ex« 
preilions  of  affcAion^  and  boading  the  favour  which  he 
had  done  him  in  granting  him  his  life,  he  made  his  fet- 
ters be  taken  off.  The  joy  which  Montezuma  then 
felt,  was  proportioned  to  the  anguifh  the  ignominy  had 
excited ;  he  loft  all  his  fears  of  having  his  life  taken  from 
him,  and  received  this  phantom  of  liberty  as  an  incoin- 
Vol.  II.  3  B  .  parable 

which  is  reqnifite  from  an  hiftorian.  He  ftodied  to  <lifl*emble  whatever  did  nqt 
inform  with  the  panegyric  of  his  hero;  hat  his  diffimulation  is  of  but  little 
confeqaence,  while  not  only  other  hiftoriaiis,  but  even  Cortes  himfelf  affirms  h 
openly,  in  his  letter  to  Charles  V.  Sec  in  particular  Herrera,  in  hii  Pe^d  R« 
io«k  TiiL  ^hap.  9, 
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parable  benefit;  he  was  fo  fallen  in  dignitjr  and  fpirtt, 
that  he  embraced  Cortes  with  the  utmoft  affection,  ex« 
prefled  liis  gratitude  to  hiro  in  the  ftrongeft  terms^  and 
that  day  (hewed  extraordinary  complaifance  to  the  Spa- 
niards and  his  own  vaiTals*  Cortes  took  off  his  guard, 
and  told  the  king  that  whenever  he  pleafed  he  might 
return  to  his  palace;  well  affured,  however,  the  king- 
would  not  accept  his  offer;  for  he  had  frequently  heard 
him  fay,  that  it  would  not  be  fitting  for  him  to  return 
to  his  palace  while  the  Spaniards  were  in  his  court.  He 
was  unwilling  to  quit  the  quarters,  on  account  of  the 
dangers  the  Spaniards  would  be  in  whenever  he  aban- 
doned them ;  but  it  is  alfo  probable,  that  his  own  pcr- 
fonal  danger  likewife  prevented  him  from  refuming  hii 
liberty,  for  he  was  not  ignorant  how  much  he  had  offend- 
ed and  diigiifted  his  vaffals,  by  his  debafement  of  fpirit 
and  excefs  of  fubmiifion  to  the  Spaniards. 

It  is  alfo  probable,  that  the  puniftimcnt  of  Quauhpo- 
poca  excited  fome  ferment  among  the  nobility;  for,  a 
few  days  after,  Cacamatzrn  king  of  Acolhuacan,  unable 
to  brook  the  authority  which  the  Spaniards  were  gam- 
ing in  Mexico,  and  afliamed  to  fee  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  of  his  uncle  Montezuma,  fent  to  tell  him, — that  he 
fhould  remember  that  he  was  a  king,  and  not  to  make 
himfelf  the  flave  of  thofe  ftrangers:  but  finding  that 
Montezuma  refufed  to  attend  to  his  counfel,  refolved 
himfelf  to  make  war  upon  the  Spaniards.  Their  ruin 
would  have  been  inevitable,  if  the  efteem  of  Cacamat- 
zin  with  the  Mexican  and  Tezcucan  fubjeds  had  been 
equal  to  his  intrepidity  and  refolution;  but  the  Mexicans 
fufpeded,  that  under  fanftion  of  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  his  uncle  he  difguifed  fome  lurking  ambition  and  de- 
fign  to  ufurp  the  crown  of  Mexico;  among  his  own  fub- 

jeas 
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jcfts  of  Tczcuco  he  was  not  very  popular,  on  account  of 
his  pride  and  the  injury  he  had  done  his  brother  the 
prince  Cuicuitzcatzin,  who,  to  (hun  being  pcrfccuted, 
had  taken  (helter  in  Mexico,  and  was  more  acceptable 
to  the  people  on  account  of  his  more  affable  difpoiition. 
Cacamatzin  therefore  went  to  Tezcuco,  and  having 
called  together  his  counfcllors  and  the  moft  refpe'ftabic 
perfons  of  his  court,  reprefcnted  to  them  the  deplorable 
ftate  of  Mexico,  owing  to  the  unequalled  audacity  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  pufillanimity  of  the  king  bis  uncle; 
the  authority  which  thofe  ftrangers  were  acquiring,  the 
outrages  offered  to  the  king  by  the  imprifonment  of  his 
perfon  as  if  he  had  been  a  flave,  and  the  infult  rendered 
tp  their  gods  by  the  introdu^ion  of  the  worfhip  of  a^ 
flrange  deity  into  that  kingdom;  he  exaggerated  the 
evils  which  might  refult  from  fuch  beginnings  to  the 
court  and  kingdom  of  Acolhuacan:  ^^  k  is  time  now," 
he  faid,  "  to  fight  for  our  religion,  for  our  country,  for 
•*  our  liberty,  and  for  our  honour,  before  the  power  of 
*'  thofe  men  is  increafed  by  reinforcements  from  their 
•'  own  countrj^  or  new  alliances  in  this."  At  laft  he 
enjoined  them  all  to  fpcak  their  opinions  freely.  The 
majority  of  his  counfellors  declared  for  war,  either  in 
complaifance  |o  their  king  or  becaufe  they  were  all  of 
the  fame  opinion,  but  fome  aged  refpe£lab]e  perfons  told 
the  king  plainly,  that  he  ihould  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
led  away  by  the  ardour  of  youth ;  that  before  any  refo- 
lution  was  taken  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
Spaniards  were  warlike  refolute  men,  and  fought  with 
arms  fuperior  to  theirs;  that  he  fhouid  not  confider 
the  relation  between  himfelf  and  Montezuma  fo  much 
as  the  alliance  of  the  latter  with  the  Spaniards;  that  a 
friendlhip  of  that  nature,  of  which  there  were  the  cleared 

and 
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and  moft  ccrtam  proofs^  woakl  make  him  fiicri^  ^I  die 
bccrdls  of  his  ^mily  and  his  country  to  the  ambition 
of  thofe  ftrangers* 

In  fpite  of  thofe  reprefentations  war  was  rcfolved  up^ 
on,  and  immediately  they  began  to  make  preparations  fof 
it  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy  ;  but  ftill  not  fuffid^t  to  prc^ 
Tent  the  intelligence  of  it  from  reaching  Montezuma  and 
Cortes :  this  general  became  extremely  nneafy  at  it,  bui 
reflc^ing  that  all  his  daring  defigns  had  fucceeded,  he 
rcfolved  to  ward  off  the  blow,  by  marching  with  his 
troops  to  make  an  aflault  upon  Tezcnco.  Montezuma! 
difluadcd  bfm  from  fo  dangerous  a  ftep,  informing  him 
of  the  Ilrcngth  of  that  capital  and  the  immenfe  number 
of  its  inhabitants.  Cortes  determined,  therefore,  to 
fend  an  cmbaffy  to  that  king,  calling  to  his  recollection 
the  friendfliip  formerly  agreed  upon  between  them  in 
Ajotzinco  when  he  came  to  meet  him  in  the  name  of  his 
uncle,  and  alfo  to  tell  him  to  reflect  that  it  was  not  eafief 
to  undertake  war  than  difficult  to  fucceed  in  it,  and  that 
it  would  turn  out  to  better  account  for  him  to  keep  up  a 
good  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Caftile  and  the 
Spanifh  nation.  Cacamatzin  anfwered,  that  he  could 
not  regard  men  as  friends  who  injured  his  honour^ 
wronged  his  blood,  difdained  his  religion,  and  oppreffed 
his  country ;  that  he  d^d  not  know  who  the  king  of  Ca(^ 
tile  was,  nor  was  it  of  any  importance  for  him  to  know 
ft ;  that  if  they  would  efcape  the  florm  which  was  n6# 
ready  to  pour  upon  them,  they  (hould  immediately  quit 
Mexico,  and  return  to  their  native  country. 

Notwithftanding  this  firm  anfwer,  Cortes  repeated  his 
embaffy  ;  but  being  again  anfwered  in  the  fame  tone,  he 
complained  to  Montezuma ;  and,  in  order  to  engage  him 
in  the  affair,  he  feigned  to  fufped  even  him  of  having 

fome 
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ibme  influence  in  the  hoftile  defignsof  his  nephew.  Men* 
teznma  cleared  himfelf  from  fufpicion  by  the  mod  fin* 
cere  proteftations,  and  ofFered  to  interpofe  his  authority. 
He  fent  to  tell  Cacamatzin  to  come  to  Mexico  to  vifit 
him,  and  that  he  would  find  means  to  accommodate  the 
difference.  Cacamatzin,  amazed  at  feeing  Montezuma 
more  interefted  in  favour  of  thofe  who  deftroyed  his  li- 
berty, than  of  his  own  relation  who  was  zealous  to  re« 
llore  it  to  him,  anfwered,  that  if  after  fuch  infamoul 
treatment  he  had  a  fpark  of  honour  left,  he  would  hi 
aihamed  of  feeing  himfelf  made  the  ilave  of  four  ruffians^ 
ygffho^  while  they  cajoled  with  fair  words,  heaped  a£ls  of 
affront  upon  him  ;  that  fince  neither  zeal  for  the  Mexi- 
can  religion  and  the  gods  of  the  Acolhuads,  whom  thofe 
Grangers  had  blafphemoufly  infulted,  nor  the  glory  of 
lis  anceftors,  obfcured  and  debafed  by  his  own  pufillani- 
mity,  could  move  him,  he  himfelf  was  difpofed  to  aid  his 
religion— to  vindicate  his  gods — to  prefcrve  the  king- 
dom^, and  recover  the  honour  and  liberty  of  him  and 
every  Mexican  fubjeA  ;  that  he  would  indeed  fee  him  at 
Mexico,  not  however  with  his  hands  in  his  bofom,  but 
wielding  his  fword,  to  wipe  off  and  cancel  with  the  blood 
t)f  the  Spaniards  the  difgrace  which  flained  the  natiotu 

Montezuma  was  extremely  alarmed  by  this  anfwer^ 
fearing  that,  either  from  the  revcage  of  the  Spaniards 
x>r  the  fury  of  king  Cacamatzin,  he  would  become  the 
iridim  of  the  approaching  ftorm ;  upon  which  account  he 
refolved  to  sldopt  the  lad  rcfource  to  prevent  it,  and  favc 
his  own  life  by  treachery.  He  therefore  gave  fecret 
orders  to  fome  Mexican  officers,  who  ferved  in  the  guard 
of  his  nephew  the  king  of  Acolhuacan,  to  exert  theit 
utmoil  efforts,  and  without  delay,  to  feize  his  perfon  and 
conduct  him  with  thegreateft  care  toMexico^  becaufe  it 

was 
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was  of  importance  to  the  nation  at  large.  He  Aiggefted 
to  them  the  manner  of  doing  it^  and  probably  alfo  made 
them  fome  gift  and  protnifed  them  fome  reward  to  en- 
courage them  in  the  undertaking.  They  again  fob'cited 
other  officers  and  domeftics  of  the  king  Cacamatzio, 
whom  they  knew  to  be  difpofed  to  fuch  a  fadion^  and  by 
the  ailiflance  of  the  lad  they  obtained  all  that  Montezu- 
ma dcfired.  Among  other  palaces  of  the  king  of  Acol- 
liuacan,  there  was  one  built  upon  the  edge  of  the  lake, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  by  a  canal,  which  ran  under  it, 
veflcis  could  come  out  or  go  in  to  it.  There,  as  C^ca- 
matzin  was  then  refiding  at  this  palace,  they  placed  a 
number  of  veflels  with  armed  men,  and  in  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  which  favours  all  confpiracies,  they  fuddenly 
feized  upon  the  king,  and,  before  any  perfons  could 
come  to  his  aflUlance,  put  him  into  a  veflel  and  conveyed 
him  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Meiuco.  Montezu- 
ma, without  paying  any  refped  to  the  charader  of  fo- 
vereign  nor  his  relation  with  Cacamatzin,  delivered  him 
up  immediately  to  Cortes.  This  general,  by  what  ap- 
pears from  his  conduA,  had  not  the  lead  idea  of  the  re- 
fpeA  which  is  due  to  majefty  even  in  the  peribn  of  a  bar- 
barian, put  him  in  irons,  and  confined  him  under  a  (Irong 
guard.  The  reflexions  to  be  made  on  this,  and  other 
extraordinary  events  in  this  hiftory,  are  too  obvious  to 
require  any  interruption  of  the  courfe  of  our  relation 
with  them. 

Cacamatzin,  who  began  his  unhappy  reign  with  the 
diflenfion  of  his  brother  Ixtilxochitl  and  the  difmember- 
mcnt  of  the  ftate,  concluded  it  with  the  lofs  of  his  crown, 
his  liberty,  and  his  life.  Montezuma  determined,  with 
the  confcut  of  Cortes,  that  the  crown  of  Acolhuacan 
(hould  be  given  to  the  prince  Cuicuitzcatzin,  who  had 

been 
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been  entertained  by  Montezuma  in  his  palace  from  the 
time  that,  in  order  to  avoid  the  perfccutions  of  his  bro- 
ther Cacamatzin,  he  had  taken  refuge  in  Mexico  and  put 
himfelf  under  his  protcftion.  This  eleftion  did  great 
xierong  to  the  princes  Coanacotzin  and  IxtlilxochitI,  who, 
by  having  been  bom  of  the  queen  locotzin,  had  a  bet- 
ter right  to  the  crown.  The  motive  does  not  appear 
which  made  Montezuma  refufe  Coanacotzin,  although, 
with  refpeft  to  Ixtlilxochitl  it  is  certain  that  he  was 
afraid  of  increafing  the  power  of  fo  troublefome  an  ene- 
my. However  it  was,  Montezuma  made  Cuicuitzcatzin 
be  acknowledged  king  by  the  nobles  of  Tezcuco,  and  ac- 
companied him,  along  with  Cortes,  to  the  vcflel  in  which 
be  was  to  crofs  the  lake,  and  recommended  to  him  the 
conflant  friend(hip  of  the  Mexicans  and  the  Spaniards, 
as  he  was  indebted  to  them  both  for  his  crown. 

Cuicuitzcatzin  repaired  to  Tezcuco,  accompanied  by 
many  nobles  of  each  court,  and  was  received  there  with 
acclamations,  triumphal  arches,  and  dances,  the  nobility 
tranfporting  him  in  a  litter  from  the  veffel  to  the  royal 
palace,  where  the  eldefl:  noble  made  him  a  long  difcourfe 
in  the  name  of  the  whole  nation,  congratulating  him 
and  exhorting  him  to  love  ail  his  vaflals,  and  promifing 
to  treat  him  as  a  father  and  to  revere  him  as  their  fo- 
vereign.  It  is  impoiEble  to  exprefs  the  grief  which  this 
event  occafioned  to  Cacamatzin,  who  found  himfelf  in 
the  flower  of  youth,  being  ftill  no  more  than  twenty-five 
year^  of  age,  deprived  of  the  crown  which  three  years 
before  he  had  inherited  from  his  father,  and  reduced  to 
the  confinement  and  folitude  of  a  prifon  by  the  very 
kmg  whom  he  had  purpofed  to  make  free,  and  thofe 
ftrangen  whom  he  had  dcfigned  to  drive  out  of  the  king^- 
dom. 

Cortes 
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Cortd  had  now  got  into  his  power  die  two  xoofi  po« 
tent  kings  of  Anahoac,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he 
took  alfo  the  king  of  Tlacopan,  the  lords  of  Iztapalapan 
i^id  Cojohuacany  both  brothers  of  Montezuma,  two  fons 
of  this  fame  king,  Itzquaubtzin  lord  of  Tlatelolco,  ^ 
bigh-prieft  of  Mexico,  and  feveral  more-  of  the  mod  rq« 
ipeAable  perfonages  into  cuftody,  although  we  do  not 
know  the  particulars  of  their  imprifonment ;  but  it  is 
probable,  that  he  proceeded  to  take  them  one  after  anq^ 
ther,  as  they  came  to  viiit  Montezuma. 

The  general,  encouraged  by  his  various  fuccefles,  an^ 
feeing  the  king  of  Mexico  totally  devoted  to  his  will, 
told  him  it  was  now  time  for  his  fubje&s  to  acknowledge 
the  king  of  Spain  their  lawful  fovcreign,  who  was  d&> 
fcendcd  from  the  king  and  god  Quetzalcoatl.  Monte- 
zuma, who  had  not  courage  to  contradiA  him,  afiembled 
the  principal  nobility  of  the  court  and  the  neighbour- 
ing cities }  they  came  all  readily  to  receive  his  orders, 
and  being  met  in  a  large  hall  of  the  Spanifh  quarters, 
the  king  made  them  a  long  difcourfe,  in  which  he  de- 
clared the  a&dion  he  bore  them  as  a  father,  from 
whom  confoquently  they  ought  not  to  fear  that  he  would 
propofe  any  thing  to  them  which  was  not  juft  and  ad* 
vantageous :  he  called  to  their  memory  the  ancient  ti^- 
dition  concerning  the  devolution  of  the  Mexican  empire 
on  the  defcendants  of  Quetzalcoatl,  whofe  viceroys  he 
and  his  anceftors  bad  been,  and  the  phenomena  obferved 
In  the  elements,  which,  according  to  the  interpretation 
of  the  priefts  and  divines,  fignified  that  the  time  was  now 
arrived  when  the  oracles  were  to  be  fulfilled :  he  then 
proceeded  to  compare  the  marks  obferved  in  the  Spani* 
ards  with  thofe  of  the  tradition,  from  whence  he  cop** 
eluded  that  the  king  of  Spain  was  evidently  the  lawful 

defcendant 
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dcfccndant  of  Quetzalcoatl,  to  whom  therefore  he  yield- 
ed up  the  kingdom  and  owned  obedience,  and  exhorted 
them  all  to  do  the  fame  (j).  In  pronouncing  himfelf 
the  fubjeft  of  another  king  hq.  felt  his  fpirit  fo  wounded, 
that  his  voice  failed  him  and  tears  were  fubftituted  for 
words.  The  forrows  of  the  king  were  fuccceded  by 
fuch  bitter  fobs  from  the  whole  affembly,  that  they  af- 
fefted  and  drew  the  pity  of  the  Spaniards.  To  thefc 
emotions  a  melancholy  iilcnce  fucceeded,  which  was  at 
length  broken  by  one  of  the  moft  refpcftable  Mexican 
chiefs,  with  thefc  words :  "  Since  the  time,  O  prince, 
**  is  arrived  when  thofe  ancient  oracles  are  to  be  fulfilled, 
*^  and  the  gods  incline  and  you  command  that  we  be- 
**  come  the  fubjefts  of  another  lord,  what  elfe  have  we 
**  to  do  but  to  fubmit  to  the  fovcreign  will  of  heaven  in- 
•*  timated  to  us  from  your  mouth.** 

Cortes  then  thanked  the  king  and  all  the  lords  who 
were  prefcnc  for  their  ready  and  fincere  fubmiiEon,  and 
declared  that  his  fovercign  did  not  pr^fume  to  take  the 

Vol.  II.  3  G  crown 

(#)  The  drcumfiaocef  of  the  above  mentioned  aflembly,  of  the  homage  ren<^ 
dered  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  of  the  order  intinuted  from  Montezuma  to 
Cortes  to  depart  from  the  court,  h  related  hj  hiflorians  with  fuch  variety,  that 
no  two  of  them  are  found  to  agree.  In  the  narration  of  thefe  events  we  chief- 
ly follow  the  accounts  of  Cortes  and  Bemal  Diaz,  who  were  both  eye  wit- 
neifes.  Solis  affirms,  that  the  acknowledgment  made  by  Montezuma  wa;t  a 
mean  artifice,  tiat  be  never  bad  any  intention  to/ulJU  what  be  promifed^  that  bit  aim 
was  to  baften  tbe  departure  of  tbe  Spaniards^  and  to  temporize  fir  tbe  fecret  purpofes  of 
bie  ambition  f  Vfitbout  any  regard  fir  bit  xvordt  or  engagement ;  but  If  the  a<5t  of  Mon- 
tezuma was  a  mere  artifice,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  efied  what  he  promifed, 
why  in  owning  himfelf  the  vaflal  of  another  monarch  did  he  feel  fo  much  an- 
guiih,  that  it  cut  his  voice  fhort  and  drew  tears  from  his  eyes,  as  this  author 
himfelf  fays.  If  he  only  meant  to  haften  the  departure  of  the  Spaniards,  there 
was  no  occafion  for  fuch  a  feint.  How  often,  with  a  fingle  beck  to  his  vaflals, 
could  he  have  facrificed  the  Spaniards  to  his  gods,  or  fparing  their  lives,  have 
m^dc  them  be  bound  and  condu(5led  to  the  port,  that  thence  they  might  refume 
their  courfe  to  Cuba  ?  The  whole  of  Montezuma*s  condud  was  entirely  incon- 
fificDt  with  the  intentions  which  Solis  afcribes  to  him. 
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<toWn  from  the  kiog  of  Mciico,  but  only  to  Hiakc  bk 
fupreme  dominioD  over  that  kingdom  be  acktiowledgdd) 
Ihat  Montezuma  woujd  not  only  continue  to  go^cra  his 
futjefts,  but  would  atfo  cxercife  the  fame  authority  over 
ail  thofe  people  who  fliould  fubmit  therafelves  to  the 
Spaniards.  Having  difttiifled  the  aflembly,  Cortes  or* 
dered  a  public  memorial  of  that  aft  to  be  made  with  all 
the  folemnity  which  he  thought  necdEuy^  in  order  td 
fend  it  td  the  court  of  Spain. 

Having  thus  happily  accoraptifhed  his  purpofe,  he  re- 
prefented  to  Montezuma,  that  fitice  he  had  aicknowledg* 
ed  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Caftile  ov^  thofe  couh* 
tries,  it  was  neceflary  to  manifed  his  fubmiilion  by  the 
contribution  of  fome  gold  and  divert  in  coofequeace  of 
the  right  which  fovereigns  had  to  cxaft  fuch  homage 
from  their  vaflals,  in  order  to  fuppix-t  the  fpleodor  of 
the  crown,  ro  maintain  their  miniftcrs,  the  expeafes  of 
war,  and  the  other  neceilities  of  the  (late.    Montczumai 
with  truly  royal  munificence,  gave  him  up  the  trcafuiic  d 
his  father  Axajacatl,  which  was  prcferved,  as  we  have 
already  faid,  in  the  fame  palace,  from  which  nothing  had 
been  taken  by  Cortes  hitherto,  although  it  had  been  ex- 
prefsly  permitted  him  by  the  king  to  take  whatever  he 
pleafed.     The  whole  of  this  treafure  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards,  together  with  all  that  had  been  con- 
tributed by  the  feudatory  lords  of  that  crown,  which 
amounted  to  fo  much,  that,  after  deducing  a  fifth  parr 
for  the  king  of  Spain,  Cortes  had  as  much  as  was  necef- 
iary  to  pay  all  his  debts,  contrafted  in  Cuba  in  raifing 
his  corps  and  equipping  the  armament,  and  to  reward 
his  officers  and  foldiers,  leaving  ftill  behind  enough  for 
future  expenfes.     Tor  the  king  ihcy  appropriated,  be- 
fides  a  fifth  part  of  the  gold  and  filver,  fome  particular 
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pieces  of  work  prefcrved  entire  on  account  of  their  won- 
derful workmanfhip,  which,  according  to  the  valuation 
made  of  them  by  Cortes^  were  worth  more  than  one 
hundred  thoufand  ducats :  hut  the  greater  part  of  this 
wealth  was  loft,  as  we  (hall  find  hereafter. 

The  Spaniards  exulted  to  lee  themfelves  the  mafters 
of  fo  much  wealth  at  fo  fmall  a  coft ;  and  a  kingdom  fo 
great  and  opulent,  fubjeAed  to  their  fovereign  with  fo 
little  trouble;  but  their  profperify  was  now  at  its 
height,  and,  according  to  the  condition  of  human  affairs, 
it  was  neceflary  that  their  fucceffcs  (hould  be  chequered 
with  adveriltiea.  The  Mexican  nobility,  who  had  hither- 
to preiervcd  a  refpeftful  filence  in  deference  to  the  will 
of  their  fovereign,  feeing  him  thus  fallen  and  degraded, 
the  king  of  Acolbuacaa  and  other  perfons  of  rank  put  in 
chains,  and  the  nation  fubjeded  to  the  dominion  of  a 
Arange  monarch  whom  they  knew  not,  began  firft  to 
whifper,  then  to  fpeak  out  with  more  freedom,  to  blame 
their  own  patience,  to  hold  aifemblies,  and  at  laft,  as  is 
Imported,  to  levy  troops  to  free  their  king  and  their  na- 
tion from  fuch  ignominious  oppreilion.  Montezuma  was 
fpoken  to  by  fome  of  his  favourites,  who  reprefented  to 
him  the  pain  his  misfortunes  and  difgrace  gave  his  vaf- 
fals,  who  conildered  his  power  to  be  almoft  expiring  and 
the  fplendour  of  his  dignity  obfcured,  and  the  ferment 
which  began  to  rife  aot  only  among  the  nobles  but  alfo 
among  the  common  peopl/r,  who  were  grown  impatient 
of  feeing  themfelves  fubjeded  and  condemned  to  facrifice 
to  a  ftrange  king  the  harveft  of  their  labours :  they  ex- 
horted him  to  difpel  the  fears  which  had  taken  pofleflion 
of  him,  and  to  refume  his  wonted  authority ;  fince,  if  he 
would  not  do  it,  his  vaifals  would,  as  they  were  deter- 
mined to  drive  thofe  mfolent  and  deftrudive  guefts  from 

the 


388  HiSTORT  or  mexico. 

the  kiogdom.  On  the  other  hand,  the  priefts  exagge- 
rated the  injuries  which  religion  fuEfered,  and  intimidat- 
ed him  with  the  threats  which,  they  faid,  the  gods  in 
anger  had  made,  to  deny  the  neceflary  rain  to  the  fidds, 
and  their  protedion  to  the  Mexicans,  if  he  did  not  dif- 
mifs  thofe  men  who  were  (o  difdainful  of  their  worihip. 
Montezuma  moved  by  thofe  reprefentations  of  his 
favourites,  and  menaces  of  his  gods,  afhamed  of  bemg 
reproached  for  his  cowardice,  and  a£Feded  by  the  dif- 
grace  of  his  nephew  Cacamatzin,  whom  he  had  always 
loved  with  particular  tendemefs,^  and  the  difhcmour 
which  had  befallen  his  brother  Cuitlahuatzin,  and 
other  perfons  of  the  firft  nobility,  although  he  did  not 
confent  to  the  deiign  of  taking  away  the  lives  of  the 
Spaniards,  to  which  fome  advifed  him,  refolved,  howe- 
ver, to  tell  them  openly,  that  they  mud  depart  from  that 
kingdom.  He  one  day,  therefore,  fent  for  Cortes,  who 
being  apprifed  of  the  fecret  conferences  which  the  king 
had  had  with  his  minifters,  his  nobles,  and  priefts,  felt 
many  apprehenfions ;  but  diflembling  his  uneafinefs  of 
mind,  he  repaired  immediately  to  the  king  accompanied 
by  twelve  Spaniards.  Montezuma  received  him  with 
lefs  cordiality  than  ufual,  and  freely  laid  open  his  refolu- 
tion.  "  You  cannot,"  he  faid,  **  doubt  of  the  great  at- 
"  tachment  I  bear  you,  after  fo  many  and  clear  demon- 
**  ftrations  of  it.  Hitherto  I  have  willingly  entertained 
"  you  in  my  court,  have  even  been  fo  delirous  of  the 
"  pleafure  of  your  company  and  converfation,  as  to  rc- 
*'  main  here  and  liveamongft  you.  As  for  my  own  part, 
*'  I  would  retain  you  here  without  any  charge,  daily 
"  making  you  experience  fome  frcfh  proofs  of  my  good 
**  will  towards  you  ;  but  it  cannot  be  done ;  neither  will 
"  my  gods  permit  it,  nor  will  my  fubjeds  endure  it.     I 
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•*  find  I  am  threatened  with  the  heavieft  puniflimcnts  of 
**  heaven  if  I  let  you  remain  any  longer  in  my  kingdom  ; 
**  and  fuch  difcontcnt  already  prevails  among  my  vaffals, 
**  that  unlefs  I  quickly  remove  thecaufc,  it  will  be  alto- 
**  gether  impoflible  to  pacify  them.  Wherefore  it  is  , 
**  become  neceffary  for  my  own,  as  well  as  yours,  and 
**  the  good  of  all  the  kingdom,  that  you  prepare  your- 
**  felves  to  return  to  your  native  country."  Cortes,  al- 
though extremely  mortified  and  diftrcflfcd,  diflembled  yet 
his  feelings,  and  afluming  great  fcrenity  of  countenance, 
anfwered,  that  he  was  extremely  ready  to  obey  him ; 
but  as  they  wanted  veflcls  to  tranfport  them,  on  account 
of  thofe  which  they  had  come  in  from  Cuba  having  be- 
come ufelefs,  they  required  time,  workmen,  and  materi- 
als, to  make  others.  Montezuma,  full  of  joy  at  the  rea- 
dinefs  with  which  he  was  obeyed,  embraced  him,  and 
told  him,  that  it  was  not  necefTary  to  precipitate  his  de- 
parture ;  that  he  might  build  his  vefifels  ;  that  he  would 
fupply  him  with  the  necefifary  timber,  and  people  to  cut 
it,  and  tranfport  it  to  the  harbour.  Immediately  he  gave 
orders  to  a  number  of  carpenters  to  cut  the  neceflary 
timber  from  a  grove  of  pines,  which  was  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  the  port  of  Chiahuitztlan,  and  Cortes,  on 
his  part,  fent  fome  Spaniards  there  to  fuperintend  the 
woodcutters,  expeAing,  in  the  mean  time,  that  fome- 
thing  would  change  the  ftate  of  afiairs  in  Mexico,  or 
that  fome  new  reinforcement  of  Spaniards  would  be  fent 
to  him  from  the  iflands  or  from  Spain  (/)• 

Eight 

(t)  Almoft  all  the  Spanifh  hiftoriani  (ay,  that  when  the  king  made  Cortea 
he  called  to  intimate  to  him  the  order  to  det>art,  he  had  lericd  an  army  to  make 
him  he  obeyed  hy  force  if  neceflary ;  hut  there  b  a  great  difference  of  opinion  ^ 
among  them,  as  fome  afiirm  that  there  were  an  hondred  thoufand  men  in  arms ; 
others  fay,  only  half  that  number ;  and  others  laftly  fay  only  fi^e  thoufand.  We 
are  perfuaded  that  fome  troops  were  in  readineis,  hut  not  hy  the  order  of  the 
king,  but  of  fome  of  the  nobles,  who  had  taken  a  more  adive  part  in  this  mat* 
tcr. 
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Eight  (hys  after  this  rcfolotioo  had  been  takca»  Ilifon- 
icxiiQU  fcot  for  C<»tes  a  feoood  time,  and  this  general 
iras  again  rendered  nneafy.  The  king  tcid  htm,  that  it 
was  no  longer  neceffiuy  to  boild  vcflSsls,  for  duit  a  {bort 
time  ago  eighteen  vcflTels,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  had  been 
deftroyed,  had  arrived  at  the  port  of  Chalchiohcuecan^ 
in  which  he  might  embark  with  all  his  troops ;  that  he 
flionld  therefore  haften  his  departure,  as  it  was  of  ira- 
ponance  to  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom.  Cortes  diflcm^» 
bled  the  joy  which  he  received  from  fnch  intelligence 
and  offering  (ecret  thanks  to  heaven  for  having  fent  him 
fbch  timely  aflifhnre ;  he  anfwered  the  king,  that  if  that 
fleet  was  making  its  voyage  towards  Cuba,  he  was  rea» 
dy  to  depart,  bat  that  otherwife  it  would  be  rcquifitc  to 
contmue  the  building  of  his  veflels.  He  faw  and  es3u 
mined  the  paintings  which  had  been  fent  to  the  king  of 
this  new  armament  by  the  governors  upon  the  coafl,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  that  it  was  Spaniih ;  but  very  far  froni 
imagining  that  it  was  fent  againft  him,  he  perfuaded 
himfelf  that  it  was  his  commiifioners  whom  he  had  fent 
home  the  year  before  to  the  court  of  Spain,  who  weie 
returned,  and  brought  with  them  the  royal  defpatches, 
and  a  large  number  of  troops  for  the  conqueft. 

This  picafing  coniblation  lafted  until  the  letters  of 
Gonzalez  de  Sandoval,  governor  of  the  colony  of  Vera 
Cruz  arrived,  which  acquainted  him  that  that  arma^ 
ment,  confifting  of  eleven  ihips,  and  feven  brigandnes^  of 
eighty-five  horfes,  eight  hundred  infantry,  and  upwards 
of  five  hundred  feamen,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery, 
attd  plenty  of  warlike  aoununition  under  the  command 
of  Panfilo  Narvaez,  was  fent  by  Diego  Velafquez,  gover- 
nor of  Cuba,  againfl  Cortes  himfelf,  as  a  rebels  vafial, 
and  traitor  to  his  fovereign.      He  received  this  uneic- 
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peded  bbw  iti  the  prefence  of  tht  king  Montci:ut&a^ 
but,  without  ihewiiQg  the  fmllleft  marks  of  emotion  ia 
his  countenaDce,  be  gave  the  king  to  underftand,  that 
tbofe  who  had  arrived  at  the  port  of  Chalchiuhcuecam 
were  new  companions  fent  him  from  Cuba.  He  made 
ufe  of  the  fame  diflimulation  to  his  own  Spaniards,  until 
their  minds  were  prepared  for  the  truth. 

It  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  this  wa^  one  of  thofe  fing«u 
lar  occafions  on  whidi  Cortes  difplajed  his  unihaken  for* 
titude  and  magnanimity.    He  found  himfetf  on  the  one 
hand  threatened  by  all  the  power  of  the  Meiticans  if  he 
remained  at  the  court ;  and  on  the  other,  he  faw  an  an&f 
levied  againft  himfelf,  compofed  of  his  own  countrymen^ 
far  fuperior  to  his  own  force ;  but  his  fagacity,  his  unre- 
mitting adivity  and  induftry,  and  wonderfol  courage, 
diverted  all  the  evils  which  hung  over  him.    He  endea*^ 
voured,  by  means  of  letters,  and  fome  mediators  ia 
whom  he  chiefly  trufted,  to  gain  the  mind  of  Narvaez, 
tind  to  bring  him  to  reflexion  }  propofing  various  mea- 
fores  to  him,  and  reprdfenting  to  him  the  advantages 
which  the  Spaniards  would  derive  from  the  union  of 
didr  armies  and  the  co-operation  of  their  forces ;  and 
on  the  contrary,  the  diiafters  which  might  be  occaiion- 
ed  by  difcord  to  them  both :  Narvaez,  by  the  advice  of 
three  deferters  from  Cortes,  had  already  difembarked 
with  all  his  fleet  upon  the  coaft  of  Chempoalla,  and  put 
himfelf  in  quarters  in  that  city ;  the  lord  of  which,  know- 
ing them  to  be  Spaniards,  and  believing  that  they  came 
to  unite  with  Cortes  his  friend,  or  fearful  of  their  pow- 
er, received  them  with  the  greatcft  honour,  and  provide 
ed  them  every  thing  they  wanted.      Montezuma  alfo 
believing  the  fame  thing  in  the  beginning,  fent  rich  pre- 
fents  to  Narvaez,  and  gave  orders  to  his  governors  to 

oflfer 
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ofier  him  the  fame  civilities  which  they  had  abieadj  ihewn 
to  Cones  ;  but  in  a  few  days  after,  in  fpitc  of  the  great 
dii&mulation  of  Cortes,  and  although  he  ufed  every  cf- 
fort  to  hinder  fuch  inteUigence  from  reaching  the  king 
or  his  vaflals,  the  want  of  harmony  between  them  was 
difcemed« 

Montezuma  had  now  the  faired  opportunity  to  deftroy 
them  both,  if  he  had  harboured  in  his  bread  thofe  bloody 
deiigns  which,  feveral  biftorians  have  imputed  to  him. 
Narvaez  endeavoured  to  alienate  him  from  Cortes,  and 
thofe  of  hit  party,  accufing  them  all  of  trcafon,  and  pro- 
mifing  to  punifli  their  unheard  of  audacity  in  impriibn- 
ing  fo  great  a  king,  and  to  free  not  only  the  king  him- 
felf,  but  the  whole  nation  from  their  oppreilion ;  but 
Montezuma  was  fo  far  from  plotting  any  thing  againft 
Cortes  from  thefc  fuggeftions,  that,  on  the  contrary, 
when  this  general  made  him  acquainted  with  the  expe- 
dition he  intended  againd  Narvaez,  Montezuma  exprefT- 
ed  great  uneafinefs  at  the  danger  to  which  he  expofed 
himfelf  with  troops  fo  inferior  in  number,  and  offered  to 
raife  immediately  a  great  army  to  his  ailidance. 

Cortes  had  now  ufed  every  pofEble  means  to  bring 
about  a  peaceable  accommodation,  which  would  unquef- 
tionably  have  been  advantageous  for  both  armies,  but 
without  any  other  effcA  than  that  of  producing  fredi 
menaces  and  difdain  from  the  fierce  and  arrogant  Nar- 
vaez. Finding  himfelf  therefore  compelled  to  make 
war  upon  his  countrymen,  and  not  willing,  on  account 
of  his  diffidence  and  didrud  of  the  Mexicans  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  ailidance  which  Montezuma  offered,  he 
requeded  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala  to  raife  four  thoufand 
warriors  to  go  along  with  him,  and  fcnt  one  of  his  fol- 
diers,  named  Tobiila,  a  man  well  /killed  in  the  art  of 

war. 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO.  393 

'War,  to  Chinantla,  to  demand  two  thoufand  men  from 
that  warlike  nation  j  and  alfo  to  procure  three  hundred 
pikes  of  the  kind  made  ufe  of  by  thefe  Indians  for  the 
purpofe  of  refifting  the  cavalry  of  Narvaez,  as  they  were 
both  longer  and  ftronger  than  thofe  of  the  Spaniards. 
He  left  in  Mexico  one  hundred  and  forty  foldlers  («), 
with  all  their  allies,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  d*Al- 
varado,  recommending  it  to  them  to  guard  and  treat  the 
king  well,  and  to  maintain  harmony  between  them  and 
the  Mexicans,  particularly  the  royal  family  and  the  no- 
bility. Upon  taking  leave  of  the  king,  he  told  him, 
that  he  left  in  his  place  the  captain  Tonaiiuh  fas  Alva- 
rado  was  called  by  this  name  of  the  fun  among  the  Mex- 
icans, becaufe  he  was  fair),  who  was  charged  to  fervc 
his  majefty  in  every  thing  ;  that  he  requefted  him  to 
continue  his  protcftion  to  the  Spaniards  ;  that  he  wais 
going  to  find  that  captain  who  was  lately  arrived,  and  to 
do  every  thing  poflible  for  putting  his  royal  commands 
into  execution.  Montezuma,  after  having  made  netv 
proteflations  to  him  of  his  good-will  and  attachment, 
furnifhed  him  plentifully  with  provifions  and  men  of 
burden  to  tranfport  his  baggage,  and  took  leave  of  him 
with  the  utmoft  fricndfliip. 

Cortes  fet  out  from  Mexico  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
in  the  year  1520,  after  having  been  fix  months  in  that 
capital,  with  feventy  SpaniaJ-ds,  and  fomc  Mexican  no- 
bles, who  chofe  to  accompany  him  a  part  of  the  way. 
Several  hiftorians  are  perfuaded  that  the  Mexicans  went 

Vol.  II.  3  D  to 

(«)  Bernal  Diaz  ftyi,  that  the  Spaiiiardt  left  behind  in  Meiico  were  eighty- 
three  in  number.  In  the  modem  editions  of  Cortes*^  letters,  they  are  (aid  to 
have  been  five  hundred :  but  the  ancient  editions  fay  one  hundred  and  forty, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  truth,  confidering  the  toul  amount  of  the  Spa- 
niih  troops.  The  number  of  five  hundred  is  evidently  falle,  and  contradi^ 
Cortes  in  his  own  account. 
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to  become  ^e%  and  to  give  tbc  king  an  accoaat  of 
tftrj  thing  which  happened;  but  Cortes  did  not  coii- 
fider  them  as  fuch,  although  neither  did  he  place  much 
confidence  m  them.  He  made  his  jonmey  througk 
Cholala,  where  he  was  jmied  by  the  captain  Vdafquez^ 
who  was  returned  from  Coatzacualco,  having  been  (ent 
tiiere  by  Cortes  to  fearch  for  a  more  cornnKxliods  har- 
bour fbr  the  (hips.  There  Cortes  alfo  received  a  con- 
fiderable  fuppiy  of  provifions,  which  were  fent  him  bjr 
the  fenate  of  Thfcala;  but  he  had  not  the  four  thou- 
&nd  men  he  demanded ;  either  becaufe  they  durft  not 
enter  into  new  wars  againft  the  Spaniards,  as  Bemal  Diae 
affirms,  or  becaufe  they  were  unwilling  to  remove  them- 
lehres  fo  hr  from  their  native  country^  as  is  rqxA-ted  bf 
other  faiftorians;  or  from  feeing  Cortes  with  forces  ib 
inferior  in  number  to  thofe  of  his  enemy,  they  dreaded 
tnotber  defeat  in  the  expedition.  Some  days  before  be 
arrived  m  Cbempoalla,  Cortes  was  joined  by  the  icd- 
dier  Tobiila,  with  three  hundred  pikes  from  Chinantla^ 
and  in  Tapanacuetia,  a  village  about  thirty  miles  diftant 
from  that  city,  he  was  joined  by  the  famous  captain  San« 
doval  with  (ixty  fddiers  from  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz. 
At  length  after  having  made  new  propofals  to  Nar- 
▼aez,  and  having  diftributed  fome  gdld  among  the  par- 
tizans  of  this  arrogant  general,  Cortes  entered  into 
Chempoalla  at  midnight  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  (x) 
men,  without  horfes,  or  any  other  arms  than  pikes, 
fwords,  (hields,  and  daggers,  and  marching  without  tbc 
imalleft  noife  or  rumour  to  the  greater  temple  of  that 

city, 

(jr)  Bernal  Dias  fiiyt,  that  Cortes  went  to  Chempoalla  with  two  hundred 
and  fix  men;  Torquemada  makes  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix,  heiides  fi-ve  cap- 
,  taint;  hut  Cortes,  who  knew  better  than  them,  affirms,  they  were  two  hon^ 
dred  and  fifty. 
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dty,  where  his  enemy  was  quartered,  be  made  fo  fu^ 
rious  ao  ailault,  that,  before  break  qf  day,  be  rendered 
himfelf  matter  of  the  temple,  of  all  his  enemies,  the 
artillery,  arms,  and  horfes,  only  four  of  his  foldiers  be* 
iog  killed,  and  fifteen  of  the  enemy,  though  many  on 
both  fides  were  wounded  (y).  He  made  himfelf  bp  ac« 
knowledged  captain-general  and  fupreme  magiftr^te  by 
them  all,  put  Narvaez  and  Sistlvatierra,  a  refpe^blc 
officer,  and  fwom  enemy  of  Cortes,  both  in  irons  in  the 
/brt  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  made  the  fails,  rudders,  an^ 
cpmpafles  of  the  fiiips  be  brought  on  flioTe*  The  light 
cf  the  morning  of  that  day,  which  was  Wbitfuntide^ 
4he  27th  of  May,  had  hardly  appeared,  when  the  tw^ 
thottiknd  troops  from  Chinautla  arrived  in  good  order^ 
and  well  armed  (s),  but  they  came  only  to  be  witnefle^ 
fii  the  triumph  (^  Cortes,  and  the  ihame  of  the  party 
wider  Narvaez,  to  fee  themfelves  conquered  by  fo  (cw 
^enemies,  who  were  lefs  armed  than  they.  The  fuccejl^ 
jof  this  attack  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  uq* 
|>aralleled  bravery  of  Sandoval,  who,  with  eighty  mep^ 
jnounted  intp  the  temple  in  the  midft  of  a  ftorm  of  ar- 
jx)ws  and  balls,  attacked  the  fan^luary  where  Narvaez 
was  fortified,  and  feized  his  perfon. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  mailer  .of  eighteen  vefifels^ 
and  almod  two  tboufand  men  of  Spanifh  troops,  with 
nearly  a  hundred  horfes,  and  great  fufficiency  of  ammu- 
^tion,  thought  of  making  new  expeditions  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Meidcan  guU>  and  had  aheady  appointed  thfi 

commanders 

(y)  Authors  are  not  igreed  at  to  the  number  killed  in  that  aflanlt,  we  put 
the  number  which  appears  the  moft  probable,  according  to  the  aocoont  of  the 
different  authors. 

(s  Some  authors  fay,  that  the  Clumantlans  were  prefent  at  the  affault  made 
on  the  quarters  of  Nanraez;  but  Bemal  Diax,  who  was  preicnt,  affirms  the 
contrary.    Cortes  docs  not  make  mention  of  them* 


596  MiSTORT  or  mexico. 

commanders  who  were  to  head  them,  and  the  people 
who  were  to  be  under  their  orders,  when  unlucky  news 
arrived  from  Mexico,  which  obliged  him  to  repair  in 
hade  to  that  capital. 

During  the  time  Cortes  was  abfent  from  Mexico,  the 
feftival  of  the  incenfing  of  Hujtzilopochtli  happened, 
which  was  held  in  the  month  Toxcatlj  which  that  year 
began  on  the  13th  of  May.  This  feftival,  the  moft 
folemn  of  all  which  yearly  occurred,  was  ufually  cele- 
brated with  dances  by  the  king,  the  nobles,  the  priefts, 
and  the  people.  The  nobility  requefted  captain  Alva- 
rado  to  confent  that  the  king  might  go  to  the  temple  on 
this  occafion  to  perform  his  devotion.  Alvarado  excuf- 
ed  himfelf  from  granting  the  requeft,  on  account  of  the 
orders  given  him  by  Cortes,  or  becaufe  he  fufpe&ed 
the  Mexicans  would  meditate  fome  revolution  when  they 
had  the  king  with  them,  well  knowing  how  eafily  pub- 
lic rejoicings  are  changed  into  tumults  and  diforder. 
They  adopted  the  defign,  therefore,  of  making  that  re- 
ligious dance  in  the  court  of  the  palace  (a),  or  quarters 
of  the  Spaniards,  either  by  the  diredion  of  that  captain, 
or  by  the  order  of  the  king  himfelf,  that  he  might  be 
prcfent  according  to  cuftoro.  When  the  day  of  the  fefti- 
val arrived,  many  men  of  the  firft  nobility  afiembled 

in 


(«>  The  hlftariant  of  the  coo<pieft  fay  in  general,  that  the  dance  was  made 
in  the  lower  area  of  the  greater  temple,  hut  it  is  not  probable,  that  the  im* 
9Knie  cxowd  of  people  which  muft  have  aflemblcd  there,  would  have  pcnnit- 
cd  fo  horrid  a  ilaughter  to  have  been  made  of  the  nobility,  efpedally,  as  the 
armories  were  there,  from  whence  they  could  have  taken  out  as  many  arms  as 
they  required  to  oppofc  the  attempt  of  thofe  few  fbangers;  nor  is  it  credible, 
that  the  Spaniards  would  run  fuch  an  evident  rifk  of  their  own  deftni^on. 
Cortes  and  ficrnal  Diu  make  no  mention  of  the  place  of  the  dance.  Acofia 
fays,  that  it  was  made  in  the  pabcc,  nor  could  it  have  been  in  any  other  than 
that  which  the  king  was  then  inhabiting. 


HISTORY    OF    MEXICO..  397 

in  the  court,  Cthc  number  (b)  of  whom  is  not  known), 
adorned  with  various  ornaments  of  gold,  gems,  add 
feathers.  They  began  to  dance  and  to  fing  to  the 
found  of  mufical  inftruments;  and  in  the  mean  while, 
Alvarado  ftationed  fome  foldiers  at  the  gate.  When  he 
faw  the  Mexicans  become  heated,  and  poffibly  alfo  wea- 
ry with  dancing,  he  gave  a  fignal  to  his  men  to  attack 
them;  they  immediately  charged  with  the  utmoft  fury 
upon  thofe  unfortunate  viftims,  who  were  unable  to 
make  any  refiftance,  as  they  were  unarmed  and  fatigued, 
nor  was  it  poffible  for  them  to  efcape  by  flight,  as  the 
gates  were  guarded.  The  flaughter  was  terrible,  and 
the  cries  piteous  which  the  dying  uttered,  and  the  co- 
pious blood  which  was  flicd.  This  fatal  blow  was  moft 
fenfibly  felt  by  the  Mexicans,  for  they  loft  by  it  the 
flower  of  their  nobility;  and,  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  it  among  their  defcendants,  they  compofed  dirges  and 
elegies  on  the  fubjeft,  which  they  preferved  for  many 
years  after  the  conqueft.  When  the  horrid  tragedy  was 
ended,  the  Spaniards  ftripped  the  dead  bodies  of  all  the 
riches  with  which  they  were  adorned. 

The  motive  is  not  known  which  induced  Alvarado  to 
commit  an  aftion  fo  abominably  inhuman.  Some  have 
faid  he  was  influenced  alone  by  his  infatiable  thirft  for 
gold  (r).     Others  affirm,  and  which  is  more  probable, 

that 


(6)  By  Gomaria,  the  nobles  who  were  prefent  at  the  dance  ore  reckoned  fix 
hundred,  by  other  hiftorians  more  than  a  thoafand,  and  by  Las  Cafas  more 
than  two  thoulaod. 

(c)  The  Mexican  hiftorians,  Sahagun,  in  his  hiftory,  Las  Cafas,  in  his  for- 
midable account  of  the  deftnidion  of  the  Indies,  and  Gomara,  in  his  Chroni* 
cle,  affirm,  that  the  avarice  of  Alvarado  was  the  caufc  of  the  flaughter  com* 
mitted  on  the  Mexican  nobiljty;  but  we  cannot  believe  it  without  ftronger 
proofs.  Gomara  and  Las  Cafas  have  unqueftionably  followed  Sahagun  in  this 
opinion,  and  he  muft  have  received  it  from  the  Mexicans,  who>  being  enemies 
of  the  Spaniards,  are  not  to  be  traded  in  this  matter. 
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dat  it  haTiiig  been  whiTpcred  that  the  Medcaos  de^ii* 
ed  at  this  fdHval  to  flrilce  a  dedfive  ftroke  on  the  Spa^ 
aiards,  to  deliver  themfdFes  from  oppreffioo^  and  fet 
dietr  lord  and  king  again  at  Uberty,  whom  the  Spa- 
niards had  imprifoned,  he  prevented  them,  thinkings, 
icccmling  to  the  vulgar  adage,  he  who  attacks,  coa* 
qucrs.  However  the  cafe  was,  his  condad  cannot  be 
ikfcndcd  neidier  ftom  the  charge  <^  imprudence  ncM* 
cruelty  (d). 

llie  common  people  were  irritated  by  a  Uow  wWdt 
couched  them  fo  deeply,  and  treated  die  Spaniards 
ever  after  as  the  mortal  enemies  of  their  country* 
Some  Mexican  troops  afiaulted  their  quarters  with 
fech  impetuofity,  that  they  broke  down  a  part  ojf 
the  wall,  undermined  the  palace  in  diflkrent  ^aoa, 
nnd  burned  then-  ammunition,  but  they  were  repd- 
led  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery  and  muflcetry,  l^ 
whidi  die  Spaniards  had  an  opportunity  of  repairing 
Ae  wall.  That  night  die  Spaniards  repofed  purelf 
from  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  but  the  day  after  the  af- 
iault  was  fo  furious,  that  they  thought  they  muft  have 
periflied,  and  certainly  not  one  oi  them  wcMlld  have  re- 
mained aKve,  five  or  fix  of  them  being  already  kMled, 
f»d  not  the  king  fiiewn  himfelf  to  the  crowd  of  aflauk- 
ers,  and  by  his  auihority  rcftrabed  their  fury.  Jl^peft 

to 


4iMK«,  hsKn  plotted  ^guaft  dM  Sfuamdii,  lim  umSbh  whUtt  Some  hiftifiTM^i 
IttTe  foppoied,  and  ftUl  more  that  tliej  bid  laniily  prtp—cd-Ae  vdEsk  m 
mtktkfktj  were  to  boO  die  fldhcftW  Spwi ■■*,•■  Toefacnadaiayt.  Thcfe 
.•R  fdiki  iBTCMad  to  jaftify  Ahvado.  ^^tt  ippfrt  thr  mntk  pmhahk  fch 
(•teof  tbitrvcata»»  that  tlK  Tfafotkat  «vt  af  die  ^Kat -httied  wfakb  tiny 
hmt  to  the  Mci  kaat,  hrfpinad  Ahanado  with  fufpiooBaolthii  pf«t«ided«Mi- 
Chery.  Thchifteryof  the  c—yft  imAammilt 
%hwMf  aatfal  dr§mmr  caadd^liadie ' 
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to  the  prefence  of  their  fovereign  checked  the  multitude 
from  continuing  the  attack  upon  the  Spaniih  quarters  } 
but  it  did  not  make  them  deilft  from  other  hoftilities ; 
they  burned  the  four  brigantines  which  Cortes  had  or- 
dared  to  be  buih,  in  order  to  fave  himfelf  in  them  pro* 
vided  he  could  not  at  any  time  make  his  efcape  by  the 
roads  made  upon  the  lake,  and  refolved  to  deftroy  the 
Spaniards  by  famine,  denying  them  provifions,  and  con- 
triving to  hinder  the  introduAion  of  any  to  them^  by 
drawing  a  ditch  all  round  their  quarters. 

In  this  fituation  the  Spaniards  found  themfelves  ia 
Mexico,  when  Ahrarado  fent  advice  to  Cortes,  requefl- 
ing  him  by  two  different  meffages,  carried  by  the  Tla£- 
csdans,  to  hailen  his  return,  unleis  he  cfaofe  to  let  them 
all  periih.  The  fame  thing  was  deiired  by  Montezuma^ 
who  acquainted  him  how  didreffed  he  was  at  the  infur- 
re6Hon  of  his  vaffals,  which,  however,  had  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  rafh  and  bkxxly  attempt  of  the  captain 
Tonatiuh, 

Cortes  after  having  given  orders  to  tranfplant  the  co- 
lony of  Vera  Cruz  to  a  more  convenient  iituation,  near 
the  port  of  Chalchiuhcuecan  (although  this  was  not  then 
executed),  marched  with  his  people  by  long  journeys 
towards  the  capital.  In  Tlafcala,  he  was  magnificently 
lodged  in  the  palace  of  the  prince  Maxixcatzin.  There 
he  made  a  review  of  his  troops,  and  found  them  confift 
of  ninety-fix  horfes,  and  thirteen  hundred  Spanifh  in- 
fantry, to  which  two  thoufand  Tlafcalans  were  added  to 
the  republic.  With  this  army  he  marched  into  Mexico 
on  the  24th  of  June.  He  met  with  no  oppofition  to  his 
entry,  but  very  foon  he  was  fenfible  of  a  ferment  among 
the  people,  not  only  from  feeing  few  or  none  of  them  in 
the  ftreets,  but  alfo  by  their  having  raifed  fome  bridges 

from 
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from  the  canals.  When  he  entered  into  the  quarters 
with  the  rejoicing  which  is  eafy  to  be  imagined  on  both 
fides,  Montezuma  came  to  meet  him  in  the  court  with 
the  moft  obfcquious  dcmonftrations  of  friendfhip ;  but 
Cortes,  either  grown  infolent  from  the  viftory  obtained 
over  Narvaez,  the  number  of  people  under  his  command, 
or  being  perfuaded  that  it  was  neceffarjr  to  affcft  to  be- 
lieve the  king  blameable  for  the  difturbancc  made  by 
his  vaiTals,  paifcd  along  without  paying  any  attention 
towards  him.  The  king,  pierced  to  the  heart  at  feeing 
himfelf  fo  difdainfully  treated,  retired  to  his  apartment, 
where  his  affliftion  was  ftill  increafcd  by  the  informa- 
tion  brought  by  his  fervants  that  the  Spanifh  general 
had  expreffed  himfelf  in  words  moft  injurious  to  his 
majefty  (e). 

Cortes  reprimanded  the  captain  Alvarado  with  great 
feverity,  and  would  certainly  have  inflifted  upon  him 
the  punifliment  he  dcferved,  if  the  circumftances  of  the 
time  and  the  perfon  had  permitted.  He  forefaw  the 
great  ftorm  which  was  now  to  pour  upon  them,  and  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  have  created 
himfelf  an  enemy,  upon  an  occafion  of  fo  m\id^  danger, 
of  one  of  the  braveft  captains  he  had  in  his  aray. 

With 

(e)  The  hiftorian  Soils  u  not  dlfpofed  to  belicTc  that  this  mark  of  cootempc 
was  Ihewn  by  Cortet  to  Montezuma;  and  in  order  to  vindicate  that  general,  he 
wrongs  B.  Diaz,  who  affirms  it  as  having  been  an  eye-witnefs;  and  Hcrrera, 
who  relates  it  on  the  fuppbrt  of  good  documents.  He  undefervedly  accufes  -B. 
Diaz  of  partiality  againft  Cortes;  and  of  Hcrrera  he  fays,  that  it  is  to  be  fnf- 
peeled  that  he  chofe  to  adopt  the  account  of  B.  Diaz,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
ufe  of  a  fentence  of  Tacitus;  amhftioH,  he  adds,  dangtroat  t9  bf/ftr/ams,  but  to 
none  more  than  Solis  himfelf ;  for  every  impartial  and  well-iiiformed  perfon  la 
the  hiftory  of  Mexico  will  perceive,  in  reading  the  works  of  Solis,  that  this  au- 
thor, inftcad  of  adjufting  the  fentences  to  the  relation,  on  the  contrary,  adjuAs 
the  relation  to  the  fentences.  I^ftly,  as  he  adduces  no  better  rcafons  than 
thofe  offered  by  B.  Diaz,  we  ought  to  give  more  credit  to  the  btter  as  an  eyc- 
witneis  of  the  fa^ 
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With  the  new  troops  which  Cortes  brought  to  Mexi- 
co, he  had  an  army  of  nine  thoufand  men,  but  there  not 
being  accommodation  for  them  all  in  the  quarters,  they 
occupied  forae  of  thofe  buildings  which  were  within  the 
cnclofure  of  the  greater  temple,  and  the  neareft  to  the 
quarters.  From  their  multitude  alfo  the  fcarcity  of  pro- 
vifions,  already  occafioncd  by  the  want  of  a  market,  was 
augmented,  for  the  Mexicans,  in  hatred  to  the  Spaniards, 
would  no  longer  hold  any.  Cortes  therefore  fent  to 
tell  Montezuma,  with  ftrong  threats,  that  he  (hould  give 
orders  for  a  market  to  be  keld,  that  they  might  provide 
themfelves  with  every  thing  neccflary.  Montezuma 
anfwered,  that  the  perfoas  of  the  greateft  authority  to 
whom  he  could  truft  the  execution  of  fuch  an  order, 
were  all,  as  he  was,  in  prifon;  that  fome  of  them  mufl: 
be  fet  at  liberty,  that  his  wi(h  might  be  accomplilhed. 
Cortes  let  the  prince  Cuitlahuatzin,  the  brother  of  Mon- 
tezuma, out  of  confinement,  not  forefeeing  that  the  li- 
berty of  that  prince  would  be  the  caufe  of  ruin  to  the 
Spaniards.  Cuitlahuatzin  never  returned  to  the  quar- 
ters, nor  rc-eftablifhed  the  market,  cither  becaufe  he 
would  not  favour  the  Spaniards,  or  becaufe  the  Mexicans 
would'not  confent  to  it,  but  compelled  him  to  exercife 
his  poft  of  general.  In  faft,  it  was  he  who  from  that 
time  commanded  the  troops,  and  directed  all  the  hoftili- 
ties  againfl  the  Spaniards,  until  at  laft,  by  the  death  of 
his  brother,  he  was  elcfted  king  of  Mexico. 

On  the  day  on  which  Cortes  entered  into  Mexico, 
thare  was  no  movement  made  by  the  people;  but  the 
day  after  they  began  to  fling  and  (hoot  fo  many  (tones 
at  the  Spaniards,  that  they  appeared,  as  Cortes  lays, 
like  a  tempcft :  and  fo  many  arrows,  that  they  covered 
the  pavement  of  the  court  and  the  terraces  of  the  pa- 
VoL.  II.  3  E  lace 
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face;  and  the  ntnaber  of  the  aflaolters  was  fo  gmf ,  diat 
they  covered  tlJ  the  ground  of  the  ftreets.  Cortes  did 
aot  think  tc  proper  to  (land  whoHy  upon  his  defence^ 
left  that  flioald  be  afcribed  to  cowardice,  and  tn(pire  the 
enemy  with  more  courage.  He  made  a  fallj  ont  upoB 
(hem  with  four  hundred  men,  part  Spaniards  and  pare 
Tlafcahns.  The  Mexicans  retired  with  little  lols,  and 
Cortes,  after  having  made  fire  be  fct  to  fome  of  the 
houfes,  returned  to  his  quarters;  but  finding  that  the 
enemy  combued  their  hoftilities,  he  made  the  captais 
Ordaz  go  out  with  two  hundred  ibidiers  againft  them. 
The  Mexicans  aScAed  to  be  put  into  conftifion,  and  to 
ly,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy  to  a  diftance  from  their 
quarters,  in  which  they  fuccceded ;  for  fuddenly  the 
Spaniards  found  tfaerafelves  furrounded  by  the  Mexicans 
on  all  fides,  and  attacked  by  a  body  of  troops  in  front  and 
another  behind,  but  in  fuch  a  tumultuous  manner,  thaC 
their  difordcr  impeded  their  aftton.  At  the  fasie  time 
appeared  a  numerous  rabble  on  the  tops  of  the  houfes, 
who  kept  up  a  conftant  (bower  of  arrows  and  ftones» 
The  Spaniards  found  themfelves  now  in  imminent  dan- 
ger, and  this  occafion  was  certainly  one  of  thofe  on  which 
the  brave  Ordaz  difplayed  his  /kill  and  courage.  The 
conteft  was  moft  bloody,  but  with  no  great  lofs  to  tire 
Spaniards,  who,  with  their  guns  and  crofs-bows  cleared 
the  terraces,  and  with  their  pikes  and  fwords  repdicd  the 
multitude  \(rhich  deluged  the  flreets,  and  at  lad  were 
able  to  retire  to  their  quarters,  leaving  many  Mexicans, 
though  not  more  than  eight  of  their  own  people,  till- 
ed; but  they  were  almoft  all  wounded,  and  even  Ordaz 
himfelf.  Ampngft  the  diftrcflfcs  fuffcrcd  by  the  Spaniards 
from  the  Mexicans  that  day,  the  fct  ting  fire  to  different 
parts  of  the  quarters  was  one,  and  the  fire  was  (b  violent 

in 
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in  ibfoe  places,  that  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  lo  throw 
down  the  wail,  and  defend  the  brrach  with  the  artillery, 
and  a  number  of  foldicrs  whom  they  ftatioiied  there,  tiU 
night,  when  the  enemy  gare  them  opportunity  to  re- 
bnild  the  wail  and  take  eare  of  the  wounded. 

The  following  day,  the  2$th  of  June,  the  aflault  was 
mcH-e  terribk,  and  the  fury  of  the  Mexicans  ftill  greater* 
The  Spaniards  defended  themfdves  with  twelve  pieceg 
of  artillery,  which  committed  uncommon  havock  upoa 
dieir  enemy;  but  as  the  number  of  them  was  infinite, 
they  covered  the  fight  of  the  dead  with  freOi  fubftitutet 
in  their  place.  Cortes  perceiving  their  obftinacy,  fallied 
out  with  the  greater  part  of  his  troops,  and  proceeded 
fighting  his  way  through  one  of  the  principal  (Ireets  o[ 
the  city,  took  poffeffiou  of  fbme  of  the  bridges,  fet  fire 
to  ibme  boufes,  and  dter  cootinuing  in  a&ion  almoft 
the  whole  day,  be  returned  to  the  <|uarters  with  more 
than  fifty  Spaniards  wounded^  leavmg  innumerable 
Mexicans  dead  in  the  ftreets. 

Experience  had  made  Cortes  fenfible,  that  the  greateft 
annoyance  his  troops  met  with  was  from  the  terraces  of 
the  houfes;  to  (bun  which  hi  future  he  ordered  three 
machines  of  war  to  be  conftruAed,  caHed  by  the  Spa- 
niars  Af  J«to,  fo  large  that  each  of  them  would  cany 
twei^y  armed  foldiers,  covered  with  a  ftrong  roof  to  dc- 
feud  them  from  the  flones  thrown  from  the  terraces^ 
ibrnifhed  with  wheels  alfo  to  make  them  eafy  to  move, 
and  little  windows  or  port-holes  for  the  difcharge  of  their 
guns. 

While  thoie  machines  were  conftruAing,  great  dianges 
took  place  at  court.     Montezuma,  having  aicended  one 
of  the  towers  of  the  palace,  obferved  from  it  one  of  the 
abov«  mentioned  engagements,  and  am<mg(l  the  multi- 
tude 
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todc  his  brochcr  Caitlahaatzin,  commaiiding  the  Mexi* 
can  (roops.  At  the  fight  of  fo  many  objeds  of  inisfor<» 
time,  his  mind  was  fcized  vnth  a  crowd  of  melancholy 
thoaghts.  On  the  one  hand,  he  faw  the  danger  he 
was  in  of  lofing  both  his  crown  and  his  life;  and  on  the 
other,  the  deftruftion  of  the  buildings  of  his  cafMtaJ,  the 
flanghter  of  his  vaflals,  and  the  fucccis  of  his  enemies; 
and  fbond  there  was  no  other  remedy  to  all  thofe  evils 
bot  the  immediate  departure  of  the  Spaniards.  In  thefe 
meditadons  he  paflcd  the  night,  and  the  day  following 
be  fent  early  for  Cortes,  and  fpoke  to  him  on  the  fub- 
jeft,  praying  him  eamefUy  not  to  defer  any  longer  his 
removal  from  that  City.  Cortes  required  no  fuch  entreaty 
to  refolve  upon  his  retreat  from  it.  He  found  provi- 
fions  were  fcanty  in  extreme;  food  was  given  to  the  fol- 
diersby  mcafure,  and  that  fo  little,  it  was  fufficient  only 
to  fupport  life,  not  the  flrength  ncccflary  to  oppofe  fuch 
enemies  as  inccflantly  harafled  them.  In  fhort  he  faw  it 
was  impoflible  to  render  himfclf  mafter  of  that  city  as  he 
intended,  nor  could  he  even  fubiUl  there.  But  cm  the 
other  hand,  he  felt  no  (mall  regret  to  abandon  the  un- 
dertaking he  had  begun,  lofiog  in  one  moment,  by  his 
departcurc,  all  the  advantages  which  his  courage,  his  in- 
duilry,  and  his  good  fortune  had  gained  him;  but  fub- 
mitdngtothedrcumftances  of  his  fituation,  he  anfwered 
the  king,  that  he  was  ready  to  depart  for  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  provided  his  fubjefis  would  lay  down  their 
arms. 

This  conference  was  hardly  ended,  when  "  To  arms" 
was  cried  through  the  quarters,  on  account  of  a  gene- 
ral aflault  of  the  Mexicans.  On  every  fide  they  attempt- 
ed to  mount  the  walls,  on  purpofe  to  enter,  while  fome 
troops  of  archers,  conveniently  pofted,  (hot  an  immenfe 

muldtude 
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multitude  of  arrows,  to  check  the  oppofition  made  b7 
the  beficged,  whik  fome  of  the  befiegcrs  puflied  fo  ftre- 
nuoufly  forward,  that,  in  fpite  of  the  artillery  and  rouf- 
kets,  they  got  within  the  quarters,  and  began  to  fight ' 
man  to  man  with  the  Spaniards,  who,  thinking  them- 
felves  now  almoft  vanquifhed  and  overpowered  by  the 
muhitude,  fought  with  defperation.     Montezuma,  ob- 
ferving  this  moment  of  the  confliA,  and  his  own  imme- 
diate danger,  refolved  to  let  himfclf  be  feen,  in  order 
to  reftrain  by  his  prefence  and  his  voice  the  fury  of  his 
fubjefts.     Having  for  this  purpofe  put  on  the  royal  cn- 
figns,  and  attended  by  fome  of  his  minifters  and  two 
hundred  Spaniards,  he  mounted  on  a  terrace  and  fhew- 
ed  himfelf  to  the  people,  his  miniflers  making  a  fignai 
for  filcnce,  that  they  might  hear  the  voice  of  their  fove- 
reign*     At  the  light  of  the  king  the  alTault  ceafed^  all 
were  mute,  and  fome  in  reverence  kneeled  down.     He 
fpoke  in  an  audible  voice,  and  addrefled  them  to  the  fol- 
lowing eflfed  :  "  If  the  motive  which  induces  you  to 
**  take  arms  againft  thofe  ftrangers  is  your  zeal  for  my 
**  liberty,  I  thank  you  for  the  love  and  fidelity  you  ftiew 
**  me ;  but  you  deceive  yourfclves  in  thinking  me  a  pri- 
^^  foner^  for  it  is  in  my  own  option  to  leave  this  palace 
*'  of  my  late  father,  and  return  to  my  own,  whenever 
**  I  choofe  it.     If  your  refentment  is  caufed  by  their  ftajr 
^^  in  this  court,  I  acquaint  you  that  they  have  given  me 
^^  aflurance,  and  I  afTure  you,  that  they  will  depart  as 
**  foon  as  you  will  lay  down  your  arms.     Quiet  therefore 
**  your  emotions ;  let  your  fidelity  to  me  appear  in  this, 
"  unlefs  what  I  have  heard  is  true,  that  you  have  fwora 
**  to  another  that  obedience  which  you  owe  to  me ; 
**  which  I  cannot  believe,  nor  can  you  ever  do,  without 
**  drawing  the  vengeance  of  heaven  down  upon  you." 

The 
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The  people  remiiiied  fifeat  for  fome  tio^  mcS  t  Me» 
icaa  (f)^  more  darn^  than  the  reft,  ndfed  his  ▼oice, 
ciliifig  the  kn^  cowardly  and  efirftnatr,  aod  fitter  lo 
■anage  a  fpuKfie  and  a  flmttle  than  to  gcnrcni  a  nation 
fo  coarageoQt ;  asd  rcproachiiig  him  Ibr  hainng,  from 
his  cowardice  aad  hafencfs^  fnfiered  hinAifto  be  made 
the  prilbner  of  his  enemies :  and  not  content  with  re?ii- 
w%  him  with  wotds^  taking  a  bow  in  hss  fasuidy  he  ifaot 
an  arrow  at  him.  The  common  people^  who  afc  always 
^  to  be  moted  by  the  firft  impnlfe  which  is  given  chem^ 
^ickly  fattowcd  his  example ;  reproaches  and  contomo* 
lions  hagnage  were  heard  on  every  fide }  and  fliowa« 
of  ftoocs  and  arrows  ponred  towards  the  qoarter  whem 
the  king  ftood.  The  Spanifh  hiftorians  £ty,  titt  al^ 
ihongfa  the  perfon  of  the  king  was  covered  with  tvro 
Ihields,  he  was  wounded  by  a  bbw  from  a  (tone  on  the 
head,  by  another  in  the  leg,  and  by  an  arrow  in  the  arm. 
He  was  immediatdy  carried  by  his  fervancs  to  Us  diam* 
ber,  more  woonded  in  fool  by  anger  and  vexation,  than 
hart  by  the  &crilcgiotts  weapons  of  his  fubjc^ 

In  the  mean  whUe,  the  Mrxirans  periiftcd  in  their  at- 
tacks, and  the  Spaniards  in  their  defence,  until  Ibme 
nobles  called  Cortes  to  that  fame  pfaxe  where  the  king 
had  received  his  wounds,  m  cn-der  to  treat  with  him 
about  certam  artides,  of  which  we  do  not  find  any  hifto- 
rian  give  a  proper  and  dear  afconnt^  Cortes  demand- 
ed of  them  why  they  were  inclined  to  treat  him  as  an 
enemy,  havnug  done  them  no  wroi^  \  ^  If  you  would 
^  avoid  £uther  hoftilifics  (fiud  they),  depart  immediately 
*'  from  this  dty  ;  if  not,  we  are  reftdvcd  to  die,  or  to 
^  kiUyon  all/'    Goritt  replied,  that  be  did  not  com- 

plam 

(/)  Acoftm  ftjt,  that  the  Mexkui  iHio  fykt  thcfe  iafnlts  to  the  knif  WM 
t^HnhtODotsin,  hii  oephew*  andthebftldngoCMaBC*. 
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pfeia  to  ^m  becaufe  he  was  afraid  of  their  arms,  but 
becaufe  he  was  pained  to  be  obliged  to  kill  (o  many  of 
liieniy  and  deftroy  fo  beautifiil  a  city.  The  nobles  went 
aiway,  repeating  their  menaces. 

The  three  warlike  machines  being  at  length  finifhed, 
Cortes  went  out  with  them  early  on  the  28th  of  June, 
and  proceeded  through  one  of  the  principal  ftreets  of  the 
city  with  three  thoufand  Tlafcalans  and  other  auxiliary 
troops,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  Spaniards,  and  ten 
pieces  of  artillery.  When  they  came  to  the  bridge  over 
the  firft  canal,  they  drew  the  machines  and  icaling-lad- 
ders  near  to  the  houfes,  in  order  to  drive  the  crowds 
from  the  terraces ;  but  the  ftones  were  fo  many  and  fo 
hrge  which  were  thrown  at  the  machmes,  that  they 
broke  through  them.  The  Spaniards  fought  courage* 
oufiy  until  mid-day,  without  being  able  to  take  pofTei&on 
of  the  bridge ;  on  which  account  they  returned  in  (hame 
to  their  quarters,  leaving  one  man  killed,  and  carrying 
back  many  wounded. 

The  Mexicans  having  been  greatly  encouraged  by  this 
laft  event,  five  hundred  nobles  fonified  themfelves  in  the 
upper  area  of  the  greater  temple,  well  fumifhed  with 
arms  and  provisions,  and  from  thence  began  to  do  great 
damage  to  the  Spaniards  with  ftones  and  arrows,  while 
other  Mexkan  troops  attacked  them  by  the  flreets. 
€k>rtes  fent  a  captain  with  a  hundred  foldiers  to  drive 
the  nobles  from  that  flation,  which  being  (o  very  high 
and  neighbouring,  entirely  commanded  the  quarters; 
but  having  made  three  different  attempts  to  afcend  there, 
they  were  vigoroufly  repulfed.  The  general  then  de- 
termined to  make  the  affault  upon  the  temple  himfcif,  al- 
though he  flill  fuffered  from  a  fevere  wound  he  had  re- 
ceived in  his  left  hand  ever  fince  the  firfl  eogagement. 

He 
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He  tied  his  fiiield  to  bis  arm,  and  having  canfed  the 
temple  to  be  furrounded  by  a  fufficient  number  of  Spa- 
niards and  TIafcalans,  began  to  afcend  the  flairs  of  it 
with  a  gseat  part  of  his  people.  The  nobies  who  were 
now  bedded  difputed  their  afcent  with  great  courage, 
and  OTcrtumed  fome  of  the  Spaniards  j  in  the  mean 
while,  other  Mexican  troops  having  entered  the  lower 
area,  fought  furioufly  with  thofe  who  furrounded  the 
temple.  Cortes,  though  not  without  the  utmoft  fa* 
tigue  and  difficulty,  at  laft  gained  the  upper  area  along 
with  his  party.  Now  came  on  the  greateft  heat  and 
danger  of  the  conteft,  which  laded  upwards  of  three 
hours.  Part  of  the  Mexicans  died  by  the  point  of  the 
fword,  and  part  threw  themfelves  down  to  the  lower 
floors  of  the  temple,  where  they  continued  the  fight  un- 
til they  were  all  killed.  Cortes  ordered  the  ^mduary 
to  be  fet  on  fire,  and  returned  in  good  order  to  the  qnar* 
ters.  Forty-fix  Spaniards  loft  their  lives  in  this  zSdtmy 
and  all  the  reft  came  off  wounded  and  bathed  in  blood. 
This  fpirited  aflault  was  one  of  thofe  in  which  the  op- 
ponents fought  with  the  greateft  courage  on  both  fides, 
and  on  that  account  the  Tlafcalans  as  well  as  the  Mexi- 
cans reprefcnted  it  in  their  paintings  after  the  conqueft 

Some  hiftorians  have  added  the  circumftance  of  the 
great  danger  in  which,  according  to  their  account,  Cor- 
tes was  of  being  precipitated  from  the  upper  area  by 
two  Mexicans,  who  being  refolved  to  facrifice  their 
lives  for  the  good  of  their  country,  fcized  Cortes  in  their 
arms  upon  the  edge  of  it  in  order  to  drag  him  along 

with 

(g"^  The  differencet  of  opinion  among  hiftorians  refpe6bmg  the  order  and  cir- 
-comibncet  of  the  engagements  which  happened  in  thoie  days,  is  inezpreiGhle. 
Wc  follow  the  account  giTon  by  Cortet,  confidcring  him  the  heft  avthority. 
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with  tiiemfelves  in  their  fail  from  thence,  trafling  to  put 
mn  end  to  the  war  by  the  death  of  that  general  j  hot 
this  fad,  of  which  neither  Cortes,  nor  Bernal  Diaz,  nor 
Gomara,  nor  any  other  of  the  more  ancient  hiftoriai^ 
make  mention,  is  rendered  (lill  more  improbable  by  the 
oircumftances  added  to  it  by  fome  modem  authors  (A). 

Cortes  having  returned  to  the  quarters,  had  a  frefh 
coefemce  with  fome  refpedable  perfbns  among  the 
Mexicans,  reprefentiog  to  them  the  loffcs  they  fuftained 
from  the  Spani&  arms.  They  anfwered,  that  it  was  of 
no  importance  to  them  provided  the  Spaniards  weredc- 
ftroycd ;  that  if  they  were  not  all  cut  off  by  the  Mexi- 
cans, they  would  infallibly  perifli  by  famine  fhut  up  in 
their  quarters.  Cortes  having  dsferved  that  night  fome 
inattention  and  want  of  vigilance  among  the  citizens,  iai- 
lied  out  with  ibme  companies  of  foldiers,  and  proceeding 
through  GBC  of  the  principal  fbectt  of  the  city,  he  &t 
fire  to  more  than  three  hundred  houfes  (i). 

The  next  day  his  machines  being  repaired,  he  went 
fMit  with  them  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops,  smd 
-direded  bis  courfe  along  the  great  road  of  Iztapalapan 
with  more  fuccefs  than  before ;  for  in  fpite  of  a  vigo- 

VoL.  IL  3  F  raa$ 

(h)  Soils  fajTS,  that  the  two  Mecicans  approiiched  m  ibar  inees  to  Ccrtes,  in  tbt 
a3  of  imploring  bis  mercy ^  and  Vfithout  dslay  thrno  tbemfelves  tUtvmvardt  vfitb  tbeir 
prty  m  timr  hmndif  intremfing  the  vkienn  of  the  tjfort  ^itl  their  na^mral  nueigtt  4  thgt 
€aete*^dmr  oftbom  4md refttlfed them^  tbm^  not  wibout difficulty.  We  jfind  Itxa- 
thcr  difficult  to  believe  Cortet  pofielTed  of  fuch  fuiprifing  force :  the  yery  ha- 
mane  gentlemen  Raynal  and  Robertfon,  moved  with  compaiBon,  it  would  ap- 
pear* lor  the  danger  Corftet  was  in.  iwve  provided  fome  kind  of  unknown  ba^ 
tlemenis  and  irun  rails,  by  which  he  iaved  himfelf  until  he  got  clear  of  the* 
Mexicans ;  but  neither  did  the  Mexicans  ever  make  iron  rails,  nor  had  that  tem« 
pie  any  battlements,  it  »  wonderful  that  thefe  authors,  fo  tneredulous  con* 
ceming  what  is  attefted  by  the  fipaniih  and  Indian  writers,  ihould  yet  believe 
irhat  is  neither  to  be  found  among  the  ancient  authors  nor  probable  in  itfelf. 

'.  i)  Bernal  Diaz  fays,  that  it  viras  a  great  fatigue  to  make  them  bum,  from 
^leff  being  covered  with  terraces  and  feparatcd  from  each  other. 
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rous  reililance  from  the  enemies  in  their  inh-endimenl^ 
made  to  defend  them  from  the  fire  of  the  Spaniards,  he 
took  pofleiSon  of  the  four  firft  bridges^  and  fet  fire  to 
fome  of  thelioufes  upon  that  road,  and  made  ufe  of  the 
ruins  to  fill  up  the  ditches  and  canals,  that  there  might 
be  no  difficulty  of  pallage  if  the  Mexicans  (hould  raife 
the  bridges.  He  left  a  fufficient  garrifon  upon  the  pods 
which  he  had  taken,  and  returned  to  quarters  with  many 
wounded,  leaving  ten  or  twelve  dead  behind  him. 

The  day  after  he  continued  his  attacks  upon  the  fame 
road,  took  the  three  bridges  which  remained,  and  charg* 
ing  the  enemy  which  defended  them,  he  at  laft  got  upon 
the  main  land.  Whilft  he  was  attending  to  fill  up  the 
laft  ditches,  to  facilitate  as  is  probable  his  retreat  from 
that  capital  by  means  of  that  fame  road  by  which  he 
had  been  now  feven  months  entered,  he  was  told  that 
the  Mexicans  were  willing  to  capitulate ;  and,  in  order 
to  hear  their  propofitions,  he  returned  in  hafte  to  the 
quarters  with  the  cavalry,  leaving  the  infantry  to  guard 
the  bridges.  The  Mexicans  intimated  that  they  were 
ready  to  defift  from  all  hoftilitiesj  but,  that  the  capitu- 
lation might  take  place,  it  was  neccflary  to  have  the 
high-prieft,  who  had  been  made  prifoncr  by  the  Spani- 
ards when  they  made  the  affault  upon  the  temple :  Cor- 
tes fet  him  at  liberty,  and  a  fufpcnfion  of  arms  took 
place.  This  appears  to  have  been  a  mere  ftratagem  of 
the  elcftors  to  recover  the  chief  of  their  religion,  for 
whofe  perfon  they  had  occafion  to  anoint  the  new  king 
whom  they  had  chofcn,  or  were  going  now  to  choofe ; 
for  Cortes  had  hardly  obtained  a  ceffation  of  arms,  when 
fome  TIafcalans  arrived  with  the  news  that  the  Mexi- 
cans  had  retaken  thq  bridges  and  killed  fome  Spaniards, 
and  that  a  great  body  of  warriors  were  coming  againft 

the 
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the  quarters ;  Cortes  went  immediately  to  meet  them 
with  the  cavalry,  and  making  way  through  them  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  and  danger,'  he  recovered  the  bridg- 
es, but  whilft  he  was  retaking  the  laft,  the  Mexicans 
had  again  taken  the  four  firft,  and  had  begun  to  draw 
out  the  materials  with  which  the  ditches  had  been  filled 
up  by  the  Spaniards.  The  general  returned  at  length 
to  regain  them,  and  then  retired  to  the  quarters  with 
his  people,  who  were  now  all  weary,  melancholy,  and 
wounded. 

Cortes,  in  his  letter  to  Charles  V.  reprefents  the  great 
danger  he  was  in,  that  day,  of  lofing  his  life,  and  af- 
cribes  it  to  particular  providence  that  he  efcaped  from 
among  fuch  a  multitude  of  enemies.  It  is  certain,  that 
from  the  moment  they  rofe  againft  the  Spaniards,  they 
would  have  been  able  to  have  deftroyed  them  with  all 
their  allies,  if  they  had  obfcrved  abetter  order  in  fight- 
mg,  and  if  there  had  been  more  agreement  among  the 
inferior  officers  who  led  on  the  attacks ;  but  they  could 
not  agree  among  themfelves,  as  will  appear  hereafter, 
and  the  populace  were  merely  aftuated  by  their  tumul- 
tuous fury.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  the  Spaniards  mud  have  appeared  to  them  to  have 
been  made  of  iron  ;  for  they  neither  yielded  to  the  dif- 
trcfs  of  famine,  nor  to  the  neceffity  of  fleep,  nor  to  con- 
tinual fatigue  and  wounds }  after  having  employed  all 
the  day  in  combating  with  their  enemies,  thcyfpent  the 
night  in  burying  the  dead,  curing  the  wounded,  and  re- 
pairing the  damages  done  to  their  quarters  during  the 
day  by  the  Mexicans,  and  even  in  the  little  time  which 
they  allowed  for  repofc,  they  never  quitted  their  arms, 
but  were  always  ready  to  rife  before  their  enemy.  But 
the  hardinefs  of  their  troops  will  appear  fWl  more  extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary  in  thofe  terrible  esgagcme&tt  which  we  flaB 
prefently  relate* 

On  one  of  thofe  day  t»  jnobably  the  thirtieth  of  June^ 
died,  in  the  quarters  of  the  Spaniards,  the  king  Monte- 
zuma, in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  in  the  eigh- 
teenth of  his  reign,  and  the  feventh  month  of  his  im- 
prifonment.  With  regard  to  the  caufe  and  the  circun^ 
ibnccs  of  his  death,  there  is  fo  great  a  difieroce  and 
eontradi^on  among  hiftorians,  it  is  altogether  impoffible 
to  afcertain  the  truth.  The  Mexican  hiftorians  blame 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  Spanifh  hiftcnians  accufe  the 
Mexicans  of  it  (k).  We  cannot  be  pcrfuaded  that  the 
Spaniards  (hould  refolve  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  king 
to  whom  they  owed  fo  many  benefits,  and  from  whofe 
death  they  could  cmly  €xpc&  new  misfortunes.  His  Ids 
was  lamented,  if  we  are  to  credit  Bemal  Diaz,  an  eye- 
witnefs  and  moft  faithful  writer,  not  lefs  by  Cortes  and 
erery  one  of  his  officers  and  foldiers,  than  if  he  had  been 
dieir  father.  He  (hewed  them  infinite  favour  and  kind- 
nefs,  whether  it  had  been  from  natural  indination  or 
fear ;  he  always  appeared  to  them  to  be  their  friend  at 
heart,  at  leaft  there  is  no  reafon  to  believe  the  contrary, 
oor  was  it  ever  known  that  he  fpoke  like  an  enemy  of 
them,  as  they  themfelves  protefted. 

His  good  and  bad  qualities  may  be  gathered  from  aft 
account  of  bis  afikxns.    He  was  circumfpeA,  magnifi* 

cent^ 

(i)  C«rtct  md  Gomoffi  afino,  that  MoBMsttma  died  of  tlie  Warn  from  th* 
ftone  with  which  his  people  hit  him  on  the  head.  Solit  fays  hiii  death  was  oc« 
cafloned  by  his  not  having  his  wound  drefled.  Bemal  Diat  adds  to  this  omiffioii 
and  neglea,  hb  tohmtary  ahftiaence  from  food.  The  dmoider  Hctrera  layi, 
that  the  woond  was  not  moital»  hot  that  he  died  of  a  broken  heart*  Sahagun, 
and  other  Mexican  hiftorians,  affirm*  that  the  Spaniards  killed  him^  and  one  of 
thtai  mcntjoBs  toe  circvniftucc  of  s  ioidier  hi?iBg  pmtcd  nnn  wsn  tfi  ot^ 

tftU. 
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cent,  nberaly  zealous  for  jufticc,  and  grateful  for  the  fcr-r 
vices  of  his  fubje^ ;  but  his  referve  and  diftance  made 
the  throne  inacceifible  to  the  complaints  of  his  pcople« 
His  magnificence  and  liberality  were  fupported  by  the 
burdens  laid  on  his  fubjeAs,  and  his  juftice  degenerated 
into  cruelty.  He  was  exaA  and  punAual  in  every  thing 
appertaining  to  religion,  and  jealous  of  the  worihip  of 
Us  gods  and  the  obfervance  of  rites  (/).  In  his  youth 
he  was  inclined  to  war  and  courageous,  and  came  off 
conqueror,  according  to  hiftory,  in  nine  battles ;  but  in 
the  laft  year  of  his  reign,  domeftic  pleafiires,  the  fame 
of  the  firft  viAories  of  the  Spaniards,  and,  above  all,  fu^ 
perdition,  weakened  and  debafed  his  mind  to  fuch  a  de^ 
gree,  that  he  appeared,  as  his  fubje^^s  reproached  him^ 
to  have  changed  his  fex.  He  delighted  greatly  in  muiie 
and  the  chafe,  and  was  as  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow 
and  arrow  as  in  that  of  the  fhooting-tube.  He  was  a 
perfbn  of  a  good  ftature,  but  of  an  indifferent  complex^ 
Um^  and  of  a  long  vifage,  with  lively  eyes. 

He  left  at  his  death  feveral  fons,  of  whom  three  pci* 
rifhed  that  unlucky  night  of  the  defeat  of  the  Spaniards, 
either  by  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  as  the 
Mexicans  affirm,  or  by  the  hands  of  the  Mexicans,  as 
the  Spaniards  report.  Of  thofc  who  furvived,  the  moft 
reinarkable  was  Johualicahuatzin,  or  Don  Pedro  MotCf 
zumay  and  of  him  defcended  the  Counts  Montezuma  and 
Tula.  Montezuma  had  this  ion  by  MiahuaxochitI,  the 
daughter  of  Ixtlilcuechahuac,  lord  of  Tollan.  By  ano- 
ther wife  he  had  Tecuichpotzm,  a  beautiful  princefs, 

from 

(/)  SoliB  fay t  that  Montezuma  hardly  h^nt  hU  luei,  that  if  bowed  his  head  ta 
hit  gods ;  that  he  had  a  higher  idea  of  himfcif  than  of  them,  &c.  He  addt 
ailfo«  that  <£#  JevUfavntred  blm  wtbjtequeni  vifiu.     Sttch  CredvlitJ  doCS^fiOt  hc* 

come  the  greater  hilloriographer  of  the  Indies. 
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from  whom  dcfccnded  the  two  noble  houfes  of  Cano 
Montezuma  and  Andreda  Montezuma.  The  Catholic 
kings  granted  lingular  privileges  to  the  poftcrity  of  Mon- 
tezuma, on  account  of  the  unparalleled  fervicc  rendered 
by  that  monarch  in  voluntarily  incorporating  a  kingdom 
fo  great  and  rich  as  Mexico  with  the  crown  of  Caftile. 
Neither  the  repeated  importunities  made  to  him  by  Cor- 
tet,  nor  the  continual  exhortations  of  Olmedo,  particu- 
larly in  the  lad  days  of  his  life,  were  fufficient  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  embrace  Chriftianity. 

As  foon  as  the  king  died,  Cortes  commum'cated  in- 
telligence of  his  death  to  the  prince  Cuitlahuatzin,  by 
means  of  two  illuffarious  perfons  who  had  been  prefent 
at  his  death,  and  a  little  after  he  made  the  royal  corpfe 
be  carried  out  by  fix  nobles,  attended  by  feveral  priefts, 
who  had  likewife  been  in  prifon  (/»).  The  fight  of  it 
excited  much  mourning  among  the  people  :  the  laft  ho- 
mage which  they  pay  to  their  fovereign,  extolling  his 
virtues  to  the  ftars,  whom  a  fliort  time  before  they  could 
find  poffeffed  of  nothing  but  weaknefles  and  vice.  The 
nobility,  after  Ihedding  abundance  of  tears  on  the  cold 
body  of  their  unfortunate  king,  carried  it  to  a  place  of 
the  city  called  Copalco  («),  where  they  burned  it  with 

the 

(»)  Torquetnada,  and  other  aothort,  fay,  that  Montezuma's  dead  body  was 
thrown  into  the  Tehuajt^  along  with  others ;  but  from  the  accounts  of  Cortes 
and  B.  Diax,  it  is  certain  that  it  was  carried  out  of  the  quarters  by  the  nobles. 

(ff)  Herrera  conjedures  that  Montezuma  was  buried  in  Chapoltepec,  becauie 
the  Spaniards  heard  a  great  mourning  towards  that  quarter.  Solis  affirms  po- 
fititely,  that  it  was  buried  in  Chapohepcc,  and  that  the  fepulchre  of  the  kings 
was  there ;  but  this  is  totally  contrary  to  the  truth,  becaufc  Chapoltepec  was 
not  Ie(s  than  three  miles  difUnt  from  the  Spanifh  quarters :  it  was  therefore  im- 
poifible  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  have  overheard  the  mourning  which  was 
made  there,  efpecially  when  they  were  in  the  centre  of  a  populous  city,  and  at 
a  time  of  fo  much  tumult  and  noife.  The  kings,  bciides,  had  no  fixed  place 
of  burial ;  and  it  is  alfo  certain,  from  the  depoiitions  of  the  Mexicans,  that 
Montexuma*s  aihes  were  buried  at  Copalco. 
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the  ufual  ceremonies,  and  buried  the  aihes  with  the  xlU 
mod  refpeA  and  veneration,  although  fome  low  illiberal 
Mexicans  treated  the  ceremony  with  ridicule  and  abufe. 

Upon  this  fameoccafion,  if  there  is  any  truth  in  what 
hiftorians  relate,  Cortes  ordered  the  dead  bodies  of  Itz- 
quauhtzin  lord  of  Tlatelolco,  and  other  imprifoned  lords, 
of  whofe  names  there  is  no  mention,  to  be  thrown  out 
of  the  quarters  into  a  place  called  Tehuajoc^  all  of  whom 
had  been  put  to  death,  as  they  affirm,  by  order  of  Cor- 
tes, although  none  of  them  affign  a  reafon  for  fuch  a 
condnA,  which,  even  if  it  was  juft,  can  never  be  cleared 
from  the  charge  of  imprudence,  as  the  fight  of  fuch 
{laughter  mufl  neceflarily  have  exafperated  the  anger  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  induced  them  to  fufpeA  that  the  fo- 
vereign  likewife  had  been  facrificed  by  his  command  (p). 
However  it  was,  the  people  of  Tlatelolco  carried  off 
the  dead  body  of  their  chief  in  a  veffel,  and  celebrated 
his  funeral  rites  with  great  lamentation  and  mourning. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Mexicans  continued  their  at- 
tacks with  flill  more  ardour.  Cortes,  although  he  made 
great  flaughter  of  them  and  came  off  always  conqueror, 
yet  faw  that  the  blood  fpilt  of  his  own  foldiers  was  a 
greater  lofs  than  the  advantages  obtained  by  his  vi£^o- 
ries  compenfated  j  and  that  at  lafl  the  want  of  provifions 
and  ammunition,  and  the  multitude  of  his  enemies, 
would  prevail  over  the  bravery  of  his  troops  and  the  fu- 
periority  of  his  arms  \  believing,  therefore,  the  immedi- 
ate departure  of  the  Spaniards  indifpenfably  neceffiuy, 
he  called  a  council  of  his  captains,  to  deliberate  upon 

the 

(#)  CoDcernio;  the  death  of  thofe  lords,  no  mention  is  made  by  Cortes,  B. 
Diaz,  Gomara,  Herrera,  and  Soils ;  but  Sahagun,  Torqucmada,  Betancourt, 
and  the  Mexican  hiftorians,  report  it  as  certain.  In  refpeift  to  the  latter,  and 
the  fidelity  due  to  hiftory,  we  recite  the  eyent,  though  one  of  great  improba- 
kiltty. 
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the  metbod  and  time  for  eaecotiog  (udi  rcfeimioB. 
Their  opinioiis  were  difiercnt.  Some  c£  tfaem  fiud  that 
Acf  oogiit  to  depart  bj  day^  findng  their  way  by  anns^ 
if  the  Mcaicans  oppofed  them :  others  thought  tiat  tfaey 
fliould  depart  by  night ;  this  was  the  faggeftion  of  a 
ibidier  named  Botello,  who  pretended  /kiH  inaftrology^ 
to  whom  Cortes  paid  more  deference  than  was  proper, 
having  been  indnced  to  do  fo  by  having  fecn  fome  of  hit 
predidioDs  accidentally  verified*  It  was  refoived,  dierc^ 
fore,  the  vain  obfervations  of  that  wretched  ibidier  be* 
faig  pi'efeiped  Co  the  di^httes  of  miKtary  ftiJl  and  pra- 
deuce,  to  depan  daring  the  night,  with  all  poffibie  fecre- 
cy :  at  if  it  had  been  poffible  to  cooceai  the  march  of 
Bine  thodand  men,  with  their  arms,  their  horfes,  their 
artillery,  and  baggage,  from  the  deteftion  of  fb  nume- 
rous and  waichfnl  an  enemy.  They  fixed  the  night  of 
die  fiift  of  July  for  their  departure  (»,  a  night  the  moft 
unlucky  and  memorable  to  the  Spaniards,  from  the  great 
fiaugfater  they  fiiffirred,  on  which  account  they  gave  it 
the  name  of  moche  tristej  by  which  it  is  ftill  known  in 
dieir  htftories.  Cortes  ordered  a  bridge  of  wood  to  be 
made,  whtdi  could  be  carried  by  forty  men,  to  ferve 
for  the  paling  of  ditdies.  He  then  made  lil  the  gold, 
fiher,  and  gems,  whch  they  had  hitherto  amafled,  to  be 
brought  ont,  took  the  fifth  part  of  it  which  belonged  to 
the  king,  and  configned  it  to  the  cheers  belonging  to  his 
ttajefty,  dodariog  the  impofibifity  which  he  found  of 
preferving  and  faving  k.     Eie  left  the  reft  to  his  officers 

and 

(/)  B.  Diaz  fkft,  that  t!ie  defeat  of  the  Spaniards  happened  on  the  night  of 
the  tfltthtif  Jvlf;  hut  we  helaere  this  to  hate  becaamiiUkeof  the  printer,  as 
Cortes  afirm^  that  in  their  retreat,  they  arrived  at  Tlafoda  on  the  tenth  of 
Ivljr ;  and  from  the  journal  of  their  march  kq>t  by  this  confaeror,  it  is  e*^ 
dent  that  thdr  defeat  co«ld  not  hare  hj^ppened  oo  any  olhar  day  than  the  fiift 
of  July. 
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and  foldicrs,  permitting  each  of  them  to  take  what  he 
picafcd ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he  warned  them  how 
much  fitter  it  would  be  to  abandon  it  sdl  to  the  enemy  ; 
for,  when  free  of  that  weight,  they  would  find  lefs  diffi- 
culty to  fave  their  lives.  Many  of  them,  rather  than 
be  difappointed  of  the  principal  objeft  of  their  defires, 
and  the  only  fruit  of  their  labours,  loaded  themfelves 
with  that  heavy  burden,  under  the  weight  of  which 
they  fell  viftims  at  once  to  their  avarice  and  the  revenge 
of  their  enemies. 

Cortes  ordered  his  march  in  the  greateft  filence  of  the 
night,  which  was  rendered  ftill  darker  by  a  cloudy  iky, 
and  more  troublefome  and  dangerous  by  a  fmall  rain 
which  never  ceafed  falling.     He  committed  the  van 
guard  to  the  invincible  Sandoval,  with  fome  other  offi-* 
cers,  and  two  hundred  infantry  and  twenty  horfes  j  the 
rear  guard  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  Spanilh  troops.     In  the  body  of  the  army  the  pri- 
foners  were  condufted,  with  the  fervants  and  baggage 
people,  where  Cortes  took  alfo  his  ftation,  with  five 
horfes  and  an  hundred  infantry,  in  order  to  give  fpeedy 
relief  wherever  it  fhould  be  necefTary.     The  auxiliary 
troops  of  Tlafcala,  Chempoalla,  and  Cholula,  which 
amounted  then  to  more  than  feven  thoufand  men,  were 
diftributed  among  the  three  divifions  of  the  army.  Hav- 
ing firft  implored  the  proteftion  of  Heaven,  they  began 
to  march  by  the  way  of  Tlacopan.  The  greateft  part  of 
them  pafTed  the  firft  ditch  or  canal  by  the  affiftance  of  the 
bridge  which  they  carried  with  them  without  meeting 
any  other  refiftance  than  the  little  which  the  centinels 
who  guarded  that  poft  were  able  to  make ;  but  the 
priefts  who  watched  in  the  temples  having  perceived 
their  departure,  cried  loudly  "  to  arms,"  and  roufed 
Vol.  IL  3  G  the 
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the  people  with  their  horns.     In  an  infhnt  the  Spani'* 
ards  foand  thcmfelves  attacked  by  water  and  by  land^ 
by  an  infinity  of  enemies,  who  impeded  their  own  attack 
by  their  number  and  confufion.     The  encounter  at  the 
fecond  ditch  was  moft  tertible  and  bloody,  the  danger 
extreme,  and  the  eSOTts  of  the  Spaniards  to  efcape  moft 
extraordinary.     The  deep  darknefs  of  the  night,  the 
founds  of  arms  and  armour,  the  threatening  clamours  of 
the  combatants,  the  lamentations  of  the  prifoners,  and 
the  languid  groans  of  the  dying,  made  impreflions  both 
horrid  and  piteous.     Here  was  heard  the  voice  of  a  fol- 
dier  calling  earnedly  for  help  from  his  companions,  ano- 
ther imploring  in  death  mercy  from  Heaven  :  all  was  con- 
fiifion,  tumult,  wounds,  and  flaughter.     Cortes,  like  an 
aftive  feeling  general,  ran  intrepidly  here  and  there,  fre- 
quently paffing  and  repafling  the  ditches  by  fwimming, 
encouraging  fome  of  his  men,  afSfting  others,  and  pre- 
fcrving  the  remains  of  his  haraffcd  little  army,  at  the 
utmoft  riik  of  being  killed  or  made  prifoner,  in  as  much 
order  as  poflible.     ITie  fecond  ditch  was  fo  filled  with 
dead  bodies,  that  the  rear  guard  paffed  over  the  heap. 
Alvarado,  who  commanded  it,  found  himfelf  at  the  third 
ditch  fo  furioufly  charged  by  the  enemy,  that,  not  being 
able  to  face  about   to  them,    nor  fwim  acrofs  with- 
out  evident  danger  of  perifliing  by  their  hands,  fixed  a 
lance  in  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  grafping  the  end  of  it 
with  his  hands,  and  giving  an  extraordinary  fpring  to  his 
body,  he  vaulted  over  the  ditch.     This  leap,  confidered 
as  a  prodigy  of  agility,  obtained  to  that  place  the  name 
which  it  dill  prcfcrves  of  Salto  (T  Alvarado^  or  Alvara- 
do*s  leap. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Mexicans  on  this  unlucky 
night  was  unqueftionably  great :  concerning  that  of  the 

Spa- 
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Spaniards,  authors  are,  as  in  other  afiiurs,  of  various 
opinions  (q) ;  wc  are  apt  to  think  the  computatbn  true 
which  has  been  made  by  Gomara,  who  appears  to  have 
made  the  mod  diligent  enquiries,  and  to  have  informed 
bimfelf  both  from  Cortes  and  the  other  conquerors ;  that 
is,  there  fell,  beiides  four  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards, 
more  than  four  thoufand  auxiliaries^  and  among  them, 
as  Cortes  fays,  all  the  Cholulans ;  almofl  all  the  prifon- 
crs  the  men  and  women  who  were  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Spaniards,  were  killed  (r),  alfo  forty-fix  horfes  j  and  all 
the  riches  they  had  amafled,  all  their  artillery,  and  aU 
the  manufcripts  belonging  to  Cortes,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  every  thing  which  had  happened  to  the  Spani- 
ards Ufitil  that  period,  were  loft.  Among  the  Spaniards 
who  were  miffing,  the  moft  confiderable  pcrfons  were, 
the  captains  Velafquez  de  Leon,  the  intimate  friend  of 
Cortes,  Amador  de  I^aviz,  Francifco  Moria,  and  Fran- 
cifco  de  Sauccdo,  all  four,  men  of  great  courage  and 
merit.  Among  the  prifonerjs  who  were  killed  was  Ca- 
camatzin^  that  unfortunate  king,  and  a  brother  and  fon, 

and 


(q)  Cortes  lays,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards  ^eriflied ;  but  he  ei- 
ther defigncdly  lefTened  the  number  for  particular  ends,  or  there  was  foipe 
Biiftake  made  by  the  topyift  or  firft  printer  of  that  letter.  B.  Diaz  numbers 
eight  hundred  and  ieventy  to  have  fallen  ;  but  in  this  account  he  includes,  not 
only  thofe  who  were  killed  on  that  unlucky  night,  but  atfo  thofe  who  died  be* 
fore  he  reached  Tlafcala.  Solis  reckons  only  upon  two  hundred,  and  Torqoe- 
noada  two  hundred  and  ninety.  Concerning  the  number  of  auxiliary  troops 
which  periihed  then,  Gomara,  Herrera,  Torquemada,  and  Betancourt,  are 
agreed.  Solis  fays  only,  that  more  thaa  two  thoufand  Tlafcalans  were  mifled  : 
but  in  this  he  does  not  agree  with  the  computation  made  by  Cortes,  or  other 
authors. 

(r)  Ordaz  affirms,  that  all  the  prifoners  were  ^ed ;  but  he  ought  to  hare 
excepted  Cuknitscatsin,  whom<  Cortes  had  already  placed  en  the  throne  of 
Acolhuacaa ;  becauie  we  know  from  the  account  of  Cortes,  that  he  was  one  of 
the  priibpcrs,  andoa  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  he  was  killed  afterwards 
in  Tezcuco. 
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and  two  daughters  of  Montezuma  (s)y  and  a  daughter 
of  prince  Maxixcatzin. 

In  fpite  of  his  greatnefs  of  foul,  Cortes  could  not 
check  his  tears  at  the  fight  of  fuch  calamity.  He  iat 
down  upon  a  (lone  in  Popotia,  a  village  near  Tlacopan, 
not  to  repofe  after  his  toil,  but  to  weep  for  the  lofs  of  his 
friends  and  companions.  In  the  midfl  of  fo  many  difafters, 
however,  he  had  at  leaft  the  comfort  of  hearing  that  his 
brave  captains  Sandoval,  Alvarado,  Olid,  Ordaz,  Avila, 
and  Lugo,  his  interpreters  Aguilar  and  Donna  Marina, 
were  fafe,  by  means  of  whom  he  chiefly  trufted  to  be 
able  to  repair  his  honour  and  conquer  Mexico. 

The  Spaniards  found  themfelves  fo  dcje£^ed  and 
enfeebled  with  fatigue,  and  with  their  wounds,  that  if 
the  Mexicans  had  purfued  them,  not  one  of  them  could 
have  efcaped  with  life;  but  the  latter  had  hardly  arriv- 
ed at  the  laft  bridge  upon  that  road,  when  they  returned 
to  their  city,  either  becaufe  they  were  contented  with 
the  flaughter  already  committed,  or  having  found  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  king  of  Acolhuacan,  the  royal  princes 
of  Mexico,  and  other  lords,  they  were  employed  in 
mourning  for  their  death  and  paying  them  funeral  ho- 
nours. They  would  have  obferved  the  fame  conduft 
with  their  dead  relations  or  friends ;  for  they  left  the 
ftreets  and  ditches  entirely  clean  that  day,  burning  all 
the  dead  bodies,  before  they  could  infeA  the  air  by  cor- 
ruption. 

At  break  of  day  the  Spaniards  found  themfelves  in 
Popotla,  fcattered  about,  wounded,  wearied,  and  affil- 
ed. 


(i)  Torquemada  affirms,  at  a  well  certified  pointy  that  Cortes,  a  few  dajt 
after  he  took  Cacamauin,  made  him  be  ftrangled  in  prifon.  Cortes,  B.  Diax, 
Betancoort,  and  others,  £gj  that  he  was  killed  along  with  the  other  prifoncrs 
•n  that  memorable  ai^t* 
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cd.  Cortes  having  affcmbled  and  formed  them  in  order, 
marched  through  the  city  of  Tlacopan,  ftill  haraffcd  by 
fome  troops  of  that  city  and  of  Azcapozaico,  until  they 
came  to  Otonqilpolco,  a  temple  fituatcd  upon  the  top  of 
a  fmall  mountain  nine  miles  to  the  weft  of  the  capital, 
where  at  prefcnt  ftands  the  celebrated  fanftuary  or  tem- 
ple of  the  Virgin  de  los  remedios^  or  fuccour.  Here  they 
fortified  thcmfelves  as  well  as  they  could,  to  defend 
themfelves  with  the  lefs  trouble  from  the  enemy,  who 
continued  to  annoy  them  the  whole  day.  At  night  they 
repofed  a  little,  and  had  fome  refreihment  furniihed 
them  by  the  Otomies,  who  occupied  two  neighbouring 
hamlets,  and  lived  impatient  under  the  yoke  of  the 
Mexicans.  From  this  place  they  direfted  their  courfe 
towards  Tlafcala,  their  only  retreat  in  their  misfortunes, 
through  Quauhtitlan,  Citlaltepec,  Xoloc,  and  ZacamoU 
CO,  annoyed  all  the  way  by  flying  troops  of  the  enemy. 
In  Zacamolco  they  were  fo  famiflicd,  and  reduced  to 
fuch  diftrefs,  that  at  fupper  they  eat  a  horfe  which  had 
been  killed  that  day  by  the  enemy,  of  which  the  general 
himfelf  had  his  part.  The  Tlafcalans  threw  themfelves 
upon  the  earth  to  eat  the  herbs  of  it,  praying  for  allift- 
ance  from  their  gods. 

The  day  following,  when  they  had  juft  begun  their 
niarch  by  the  mountains  of  Aztaquemecan,  they  faw  at 
a  diftance  in  the  plain  of  Tonan,  a  little  way  from  the 
dty  of  Otompan,  a  numerous  and  brilliant  army,  either 
of  Mexicans,  as  authors  generally  report,  or,  as  we  think 
probable  compofed  of  the  troops  of  Otompan,  Calpolal- 
pan,  Teotihuacan,  and  other  neighbouring  places,  aflcm- 
bled  at  the  defire  of  the  Mexicans.  Some  hiftorians 
make  this  army  confift  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men, 
a  number  computed  folely  by  the  eye,  and  probably  in- 

creafed 
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creafed  by  their  fears.  Tbcy  were  perfuaded,  as  Cortei 
himfeif  acteftsy  that  that  day  was  to  have  beeo  the  laft  of 
all  their  lives.  This  general  formed  his  languid  troops, 
by  enlarging  the  front  of  his  maimed  and  wretched 
army,  in  order  that  the  flanks  might  be  in  fome  manner 
covered  by  the  fmall  wings  of  the  few  cavalry  he  had  left  ; 
and  with  a  coontenance  full  of  fire  he  addrefled  them: 
*^  In  fucb  a  difficult  (ituation  are  we  placed,  that  it  is  oe- 
**  ceflary  either  to  conquer  or  die !  Take  courage,  Caftili- 
^^  ans!  and  trufl,  that  He  who  has  hitheito  delivered  us 
**  from  fo  many  dangers,  will  prcfcrve  us  alfo  in  this!** 
At  length  the  battle  was  joined,  which  was  cxtremdy 
bloody,  and  laftcd  upwards  of  four  hours.  Cordes  fee* 
ing  his  troops  diminiih  and  in  a  great  meafore  dHcoo*- 
cagcd^  and  the  enemy  advance  fUU  more  haughtily  not* 
vithftaoding  the  lofs  they  fuffered  from  the  Spanidi 
arms,  formed  a  bold  and  hazardous  refolution,  by  whidi 
be  gained  the  victory  and  put  the  miferable  remams  of 
his  army  in  fecurity.  He  recoUeded  to  have  often 
heard,  that  the  Mexicans  went  into  diforder  and  fled 
whenever  their  general  was  killed  or  they  had  loft  their 
ftandard.  Cihuacatzin,  general  of  that  army,  clothed 
in  a  rich  military  habit,  with  a  beautiful  plume  of  fea^ 
thers  on  his  helmet,  and  a  gilded  fhield  upon  his  arm,  was 
carried  in  a  litter  upon  the  flioulders  of  fome  foldiers ; 
the  ftandard  which  he  bore  was,  according  to  their 
oiage,  a  net  of  gold  fixed  on  the  point  of  a  ftaff,  which 
waft  firmly  tied  upon  his  back,  and  rc^  about  ten  palms 
above  his  head  (J)  :  Cortes  obferved  it  in  the  centre  of 
that  great  multitude  of  enemies,  and  refolved  to  (bike  a 
dccifivc  blow;  he  commanded  his  brave  captains  Sando- 
val, 

(/)  Tbii  fort  ofibuidard  was  called  bj  the  Mexicans  ITaBuhm^Ug/nfim. 
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val,  Alvarado,  Olid,  and  Avila,  to  follow  behind,  to 
guard  him  from  attack,  and  immediately,  with  others 
who  accompanied  him,  he  puflied  forward  through  that 
quarter  where  his  attempt  appeared  mod  practicable 
with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  he  threw  many  down  with 
his  lance  and  others  with  his  horfe*  Thus  he  advanced 
through  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  until  he  came  clofe  up 
with  the  general,  who  was  accompanied  by  fome  of  his 
officers,  and  with  one  ftroke  of  his  lance  extended  him 
on  the  ground.  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a  brave  foldier, 
who  attended  Cortes,  difmounting  quickly  from  his 
horfe,  put  an  end  to  his  life,  and  feizing  the  plume  of 
feathers  on  his  head  prefented  it  to  Cortes  («).  The 
army  of  the  enemy,  as  foon  as  they  faw  their  general 
killed,  and  the  ftandard  taken,  went  into  confufion  and 
fled.  The  Spaniards,  encouraged  by  this  glorious  ac- 
tion of  their  chief,  purfued,  and  made  great  flaoghtcr  of 
the  fugitives. 

This  was  one  of  the  mofl  famous  viAories  obtained 
by  the  Spanifh  arms  in  the  New  World  j  Cortes  diftin- 
guiihed  himfelf  in  it  above  all  the  reft  ;  and  his  captains 
and  foldiers  faid  afterwards,  that  they  had  never  feen 
more  courage  and  aAivity  difplayed  than  upon  that  day } 
but  he  received  a  fevere  wound  on  the  head,  which  dai- 
ly growing  worfe,  brought  his  life  into  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger. Bcrnal  Diaz  juftly  praifes  the  bravery  of  Sando- 
val, and  fhews  how  much  that  gallant  officer  contribut- 
ed to  this  viftory,  encouraging  them  all  not  lefs  by  his 
example  than  his  words.  The  Spaniih  hiftorians  have 
alfo  highly  celebrated  Maria  de  Eftrada,  the  wife  of  a 

Spa- 

(m)  Charles  V..  granted  fome  privilege  to  Juan  de  Salamanca,  and  among 
others  a  ihield  of  arms  for  his  houfe,  which  had  a  plume  upon  it  in  memory  of 
the  one  which  he  had  taken  from  the  general  Cihuacatzin. 
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Spanilh  ibidicr,  who,  having  armed  herfelf  with  a  lance 
and  {hicid,  ran  among  the  enemy,  wounding  and  killing 
them  with  an  intrepidity  very  extraordinary  in  her  fex. 
Of  the  Tlafcalans,  Bemal  Diaz  fays,  that  they  fought 
like  lions,  and  amongft  them  Calmecahua,  captain  of  the 
troops  of  Maxixcatzin,  particularly  diftingui(hed  himfelf* 
He  was  not,  however,  Icfs  remarkable  for  his  bravery 
than  for  his  longevity,  living  to  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  was  undoubtedly  great  in  this 
defeat,  but  greatly  lefs  than  feveral  authors  rcprefent  it, 
who  make  it  amount  to  twenty  thoufand  men  ;  a  num- 
ber rather  incredible,  according  to  the  miferable  ftate  to 
which  the  Spaniards  were  reduced,  and  the  want  of  ar- 
tillery and  other  fire-arms.  On  the  contrary,  the  lofe 
of  the  Spaniards  was  not  fo  fmall  as  Solis  reports  it  (x), 
for  ahnod  all  the  Tlafcalans  perifhed,  and  many  of  the 
Spaniards  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  troops^ 
and  all  of  them  came  off  wounded. 

The  Spaniards,  tired  at  length  with  purfuing  the  fii- 
gitives,  refumed  their  march  towards  Tlafcala  by  the 

eaftem 

(k)  Soils,  in  order  to  exaggerate  the  vi^ory  of  Otompan  Ciyi,  that  amoogft 
the  troops  under  Cortes  fome  were  wounded,  of  whom  two  or  three  Spaniards 
died  in  Tlafcala:  but  this  author,  folely  attcntiTe  to  the  ornament  of  his  ftjle* 
and  the  panegyric  of  his  hero,  took  little  note  of  numbers.  He  affirms,  that 
Cortes,  after  the  defeat  of  Narvaez,  carried  eleren  hundred  men  with  him  to 
Mexico,  who  with  other  eighty  that,  according  to  his  account,  remained  with 
Alvarado,  make  eleven  hundred  and  eighty.  In  the  engagements,  preceding 
the  defeat  of  the  Spaniards  at  Mexico,  he  makes  no  mention  of  any  death.  In 
the  defeat  he  reckons  two  hundred  only  to  have  been  killed;  and,  in  his  ac- 
count of  their  journey  to  Tlafcila,  he  fpeaks  of  no  other  but  the  two  or  three 
who  died  in  Tlafcala  of  the  wounds  they  had  received  at  Otompan.  Where 
then  are,  or  how  have  the  other  five  hundred  men  and  upwards  difappeared, 
which  are  wanting  to  make  np  the  number  of  eleven  hundred  and  eighty  We 
have  a  very  different  idea  given  us  of  the  battle  of  Otompan  from  thofe  who 
were  prefent  at  it,  as  appears  from  the  letters  of  Cortes,  and  the  Hiilory  of 
Bemal  Diaz. 
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caftern  part  of  that  plain,  remaining  that  night  under  the 
open  iky,  where  the  general  himfelf,  after  the  fatigue 
and  wounds  he  had  received,  kept  guard  in  perfon  for 
their  greater  fecurity.  The  Spaniards  were  now  not 
more  than  four  hundred  and  forty  in  number.  Befides 
thofe  who  had  been  flain  in  the  engagements,  preceding 
the  unfortunate  night  of  their  departure  from  Mexico, 
there  periihed  during  it  and  the  fix  days  following,  as 
Bemal  Diaz,  an  eye-witnefs  affirms,  eight  hundred  and 
fevcnty,  many  of  whom  having  been  made  prifoners  by 
the  Mexicans,  were  inhumanly  facrificed  in  the  greater 
temple  of  the  capital. 

The  next  day,  the  8th  of  July,  1520,  they  entered, 
making  ejaculations  to  heaven,  and  returning  thanks  to 
the  Almighty,  into  the  dominions  of  Tlafcala,  and  arriv* 
cd  at  Huejotlipan  (y\  a  confiderable  city  of  that  repub- 
lic. They  feared  flill  to  find  fome  change  in  the  ^deli- 
ty  of  the  TIafcalans,  well  knowing  how  common  it  is  to 
fee  men  abandoned  in  their  misfortunes  by  their  deareft 
friends :  but  they  were  foon  undeceived  by  meeting 
with  the  mod  fincere  demonftrations  of  efleem  and  com- 
panion for  the  difafters  they  had  undergone.  The  four 
chiefs  of  that  republic  had  no  fooner  intelligence  of  their 
arrival,  than  they  came  to  Huejotlipan  to  pay  their  com- 
pliments to  them,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  principal 
lords  of  Huexotzinco,  and  many  of  the  nobility.  The 
prince  Maxixcatzin,  though  feverely  afliifted  by  the 
death  of  his  daughter,  endeavoured  to  confole  Cortes, 
with  hopes  of  revenge,  which  he  aflured  him  he  might 
obtain  from  the  courage  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  forces 
of  the  republic,  which  from  that  time  he  promifcd  him. 

Vol.  II.  3  H  and 

(y)  Huejotlipan  ii  called  by  Cortet  and  Hcrrera  CualipMy  by  Bcrnal  Diaz 
Guair/tar,  and  by  Solis  Gualipar, 
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and  all  the  other  chiefs  made  ofiers  to  the  fuoc  pnrpofo 
Cortes  returned  them  thanks  for  their  kind  wifhcs  and 
oflkn,  and  laying  hold  of  the  ftandard  whidi  he  had 
taken  the  day  before  from  the  Mexican  general,  he 
prefented  it  to  Maxixcatzin,  and  gave  to  the  other 
fords  fome  other  valnable  fpdis.  The  Tlafcalan  women 
conjured  Cortes  to  revenge  the  death  of  their  fons  and 
relations,  and  vented  their  grief  in  a  thoufand  impreca- 
tions againft  the  Mexican  nation. 

After  xrpofing  three  days  in  this  place,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  capital  of  the  republic,  diflant  about  fif- 
teen miles,  for  the  more  fpccdy  cure  of  their  wounded, 
cf  whom,  however,  eight  foldiers  died.  The  concourfe 
of  people  at  their  entry  into  Tlafcala  was  great,  and 
perhaps  greater  than  when  they  made  their  firft  entry 
into  that  city.  The  reception  which  Maxixcatzin  gave 
them,  and  the  care  he  took  of  them,  were  becoming 
his  gencrofity  of  mind,  and  demonftrative  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  his  friendfliip.  The  Spaniards  acknowledged 
themfelves  every  day  more  and  more  obliged  to  that 
nation,  the  friendfliip  of  which,  by  being  properly  culti- 
vated, proved  the  mod  effcftual  means  not  only  for  the 
conqueft  of  the  capital  of  the  Mexican  empire,  but  alfo 
of  all  the  provinces  which  oppofed  the  progrefs  of  the 
Spaniih  arms,  and  for  the  fubduing  of  the  barbarous 
Chichimecas  and  Otomics,  by  whom  the  conquer^s 
were  long  harafled. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  repofing  after  their  fa- 
tigues and  recovering  of  their  wounds  in  Tlafcala,  the 
Mexicans  were  employed  in  repairing  the  evils  done  to 
their  capital  and  their  kingdom.  The  loiles  and  injuries 
which  they  had  fuftaincd  in  the  fpace  of  one  year,  were 
truly  heavy  and  diftrclling  j    for,  bcfidcs  immenfe  fums 

of 
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nf  goM  and  filver,  gems,  and  other  precious  things^  ex« 
pended  partly  in  prefeots  to  the  Spaniards,  partly  in 
homage  to  the  king  of  Spain,  of  which  they  recovered 
but  littie,  the  fame  of  their  arms  was  obfcured,  and  the 
refpeA  of  the  crown  of  Mexico  diminifhed  }    the  Toto^ 
nacas,  and  other  people,  had  renounced  their  obedience; 
ail  their  enemies  had  grown  more  infolent;  their  temples 
were  materially  damaged,  and  their  religion  fpurned  at ; 
many  houfes  of  the  city  were  totally  demoliihed,  and 
above  all  other  grievances,   they  had  loft  their  king^ 
feveral  royal  perfonages,  and  a  great  part  of  the  nobility* 
To  thofe  reafons  for  defpondence  and  difguft  at  the  Spa- 
niards, thofe  which  were  caufed  by  their  own  civil  war 
were  added,  for  the  knowledge  of  which  we  are  indebt- 
ed to  the  manufcripts  of  a  Mexican  hiftorian  who  hap- 
pened to  be  at  this  time  in  the  capital,  and  furvived  ^ 
few  years  the  ruin  of  the  empire.     At  the  time  the  Spa- 
niards were  fo  much  diftreiTed  in  the  capital  by  famines 
from  the  hoftilities  of  the  Mexicans,  feveral  lords  of  the 
firft  nobility,  either  in  order  to  favour  the  party  of  the 
Spaniards,  or,  what  is  fully  more  probable,  to  give  fuc- 
cour  to  the  king,  who,  by  being  among  them  was  ne- 
cdlarily  an  equal  fufFcrer  with  them,  fecretly  fupplied 
them  with  provifions^  and  perhaps,  declared  themfelves 
openly  in  their  favour,  in  confidence  of  their  own  per- 
fonal  authority.     From  this  caufe  arofe  a  fatal  diflenfion 
among  the  Mexicans,  which  could  not  be  terminated 
without  the  death  of  many  illuftrious  perfons,  and  par- 
ticularly fome  of  the  fons  and  brothers  of  Montezuma, 
according  to  the  account  of  the  above  hiftorian. 

The  Mexicans  found  the  neceffity  of  placing  at  the 
head  of  their  nation  a  man  capable  of  re-eftablHhing  its 
honour,  and  repairing  the  bfles  fuffered  in  the  laft  year 

of 
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of  the  reign  of  Montezuma.  A  little  befwe,  ch-  a  little 
after  the  defeat  of  the  Spaniards, '  the  prince  Cuitla- 
hoatzin  was  elefted  king  of  Mexico.  He,  as  we  have 
faid  already,  was  lord  of  Iztapalapan,  the  particuJar 
connfellor  of  his  brother  Montezuma,  and  Tlachcocal- 
cat!,  or  general  of  the  army.  He  was  a  perfon  of  great 
talents  and  fagacity,  agreeably  to  the  teftimony  of  Cor- 
tes, his  rival,  and  liberal  and  magnificent  like  his  bro- 
ther. He  took  great  delight  in  architefture  and  gar- 
dening, as  appears  from  the  fplendid  palace  he  built  in 
Iztapalapan,  and  the  celebrated  garden  which  be  plant- 
ed there,  in  whofe  praifes  no  ancient  hiilorian  is  (iient. 
His  bravery  and  military  /kill  acquired  him  the  higheft 
efteem  amongft  the  Mexicans;  and  fome  authors  affirm, 
from  particular  information  of  his  charafter,  that  if  he 
had  not  met  an  early  death,  the  capital  would  never 
have  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards  (z).  It  is  probable, 
that  the  facrifices  made  at  the  feftival  of  his  coronation 
were  thofe  Spaniards  whom  he  himfelf  had  taken  pri- 
foners  in  the  night  of  their  defeat. 

As  foon  as  the  feftival  of  his  coronation  was  over,  he 
employed  himfelf  to  remedy  the  difafters  fuffered  by  the 

crown 

(m)  Mm  gires  Cmtlahoatxiii  the  name  of  ^utHmiata^  and  layi,  that  he 
liTed  on  the  throne  hut  a  few  dajt,  and  thofe  were  fufficient  to  make  the  me- 
mory of  hb  name  amongft  his  countrymen  be  for  ever  cancelled  from  hn  cow- 
ardice and  infignificance.  But  this  is  £dfe,  and  contrary  to  the  accounts  given 
by  Cortea,  Bemal  Diaz,  Gomara,  and  Tor^emada,  authors  who  were  better 
informed  than  Soiis.  How  could  the  memory  of  his  name  amongrft  the  Mex- 
icans be  cancelled,  while  it  wasprefenred  indelibly  among  the  Spaniards,  they 
having  confidered  him  as  Che  perfon  who  was  the  cauie  of  their  defeat  on  the 
firft  of  July,  as  they  themfelves  teftify  ?  Cortes  was  fo  mindful  of  him,  and 
felt  fo  much  refentment  for  thofe  difafters,  that  when  he  found  he  had  forces 
fufficient  to  undertake  the  iiege  of  Mexico,  being  delirous  of  revenging  him- 
felf on  that  king,  but  not  being  able  to  get  revenge  oa  his  perion,  he  took  it 
upon  his  fevouritc  city.  This  was  the  motive,  as  Cortes  himfelf  lays,  of  his 
czpedttioa  againft  laupalapan. 
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trown  and  the*  empire.  He  gave  orders  to  repair  the 
damaged  temples,  and  to  rebuild  the  dcmolifhed  houfes, 
augmented  and  improved  the  fortifications  of  the  capital, 
fcnt  embailies  to  the  diflferent  provinces  of  the  empire, 
encouraging  them  to  the  common  defence  of  the  ftatc 
againft  thofe  hoftile  ftrangers,  and  promifed  to  relieve 
thofe  who  would  take  up  arms  in  behalf  of  the  crown 
from  all  their  tributes.  He  fent  alfo  ambaifadors  to 
the  republic  of  Tlafcala,  with  a  confiderable  prefent  of 
fine  feathers,  habits  of  cotton,  and  fome  fait,  who  were 
received  with  due  honour,  according  to  the  laws  eftab- 
liihed  among  the  poliihed  nations  of  that  country.  The 
purport  of  the  embaffy  was  to  reprefent  to  that  fenate, 
that  although  the  Mexicans  and  Tlafcalans  had  hitherto 
been  the  inveterate  enemies  of  each  other,  it  was  now 
become  neceflary  to  unite  themfelves  together  as  the 
inhabitants  originally  of  one  country,  as  people  of  the 
fame  language,  and  as  worfhippers  of  the  fame  deities, 
againfl  the  common  enemy  of  their  country  and  religion; 
that  they  had  already  feen  the  bloody  flaughter  which 
had  been  committed  in  Mexico,  and  other  places,  the 
facrilege  to  the  fanftuaries,  and  the  venerable  images  of 
the  gods,  the  ingratitude  and  perfidy  ihewn  to  his  bro- 
ther and  predeceflbr,  and  the  moft  refpeftable  perfon- 
ages  of  Anahuac;  and,  laftly,  that  infatiable  thirfl  in 
thofe  ftrangers  for  gold,  which  impelled  them  to  violate 
every  facred  law  of  friendfliip;  that  if  the  republic 
continued  to  favour  the  pcrverfe  defigns  of  fuch  mon- 
fters,  they  would  in  the  end  meet  with  the  fame  recom- 
penfe  which  Montezuma  had  for  the  humanity  with 
which  he  received  them  into  his  court,  and  the  liberal- 
ity which  he  exercifed  fo  long  towards  them :  the  Tlat 
calans  would  be  execrated  by  all  nations  for  giving  aid 

to 
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to  foch  iniqiiitoos  ufarpers,  and  the  gods  woold  poor 
down  all  the  vcogcaoce  of  their  anger  upon  them  for 
confedcracing  with  the  enemies  of  thdr  worfliip.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  they  would  as  he  [Hayed,  declare  themc 
iclTes  the  enemies  of  thofe  men  who  were  abhorred  by* 
bcaycn  and  earth,  the  court  of  Mexico  would  f<mn  8. 
perpetual  alliance  with  them,  and  from  that  time  fori- 
ward  have  a  free  commerce  with  the  republic,  by  whi<& 
they  would  efcape  the  mifery  to  whidi  they  had  been  hi- 
therto fubjeded:  all  the  nations  pf  Anahuac  would  ac- 
knowledge their  obligation  to  them  for  (o  important  a 
fenrice,  and  the  gods,  appeafed  with  the  Uood  of  thofe 
vidtms,  would  (hower  down  the  neceflary  rain  up(»i 
their  fields,  (lamp  fuccefs  upon  their  arms,  and  celebrate 
the  name  of  Tlaicala  through  all  that  land. 

The  fenate,  after  having  liftened  to  the  embafly,  and 
diimiflcd  the  ambafladors  from  the  hall  of  audience, 
according  to  their  cuftom,  entered  into  confultaticm  up- 
on that  important  queftion.  To  fome  among  them  the 
propoGds  of  the  court  of  Mexico  appeared  juft  and  con- 
fident with  the  fccurity  of  the  republic ;  they  exagge- 
rated the  advantages  which  were  offered  to  them;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  unlucky  iflue  of  the  undertaking 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Mexico,  and  the  flaughter  made  of 
the  Tlafcalan  troops  which  had  been  under  their  onn- 
mand.  Amongft  the  reft  the  young  Xicotencatl,  who  had 
always  been  the  bitter  enemy  of  the  Spaniards,  raifed 
his  voice,  and  endeavoured,  with  all  the  reafons  he 
could  urge,  to  perfuade  the  fenate  to  die  Mexican  alli- 
ance ;  adding,  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  preferve 
the  ancient  cuftoms  of  their  fathers,  than  to  fubmit  to 
the  new  and  extravagant  policy  of  that  proud  and  impe- 
rious nation;  that  it  would  be  impo^U>le  to  find  a  fitter 

opportunity 


HISTORY    OP    MEXICO.  431 

oppwtunity  to  rid  themfelvcs  of  the  Spaniards  than 
then,  when  they  were  reduced  in  number,  feeble  in 
ftrength,  and  dejcfted  in  mind.  Maxixcatzin,  who,  on 
the  contrary,  was  fincerely  attached  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  poflefled  of  more  difcernment  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, alfo  of  a  difpoTiticMi  more  inclined  to  obfervc  them, 
arraigned  the  fentiments  of  Xicotencatl,  charging  him 
with  abominable  perfidy  in  counfelling  the  fenate  to  fa- 
crifice  to  the  revenge  of  the  Mexicans,  men  who  had 
juft  felt  the  rod  of  adverfity,  and  fought  an  afylum  in 
TIafcala,  trufting  in  the  promifes  and  proteftations  of 
the  fenate  and  the  nation.  He  continued,  that  if  they 
flattered  themfelvcs  with  receiving  the  advantages  which 
the  Mexicans  offered,  he  on  the  contrary  hoped  for 
greater  from  the  bravery  of  the  Spaniards;  that  if  there 
was  no  motive  to  place  confidence  in  them,  they  ought 
ftill  lefs  to  confide  in  the  Mexicans,  of  whofe  perfidy 
they  had  fo  many  examples;  laflly,  that  no  crime  would 
be  capable  of  provoking  fo  ftrongly  the  anger  of  the 
gods,  and  obfcuring  the  glory  of  the  nation,  as  fuch  im- 
pious treachery  to  their  innocent  guefts.  Xicotencatl 
prefied  his  counfel  upon  the  fenate,  prefenting  to  them 
an  odious  pi^iure  of  the  genius  and  cufloms  of  the  Spa- 
niards. So  great  an  altercation  enfued,  and  their  minds 
became  fo  much  heated,  that  Maxixcatzin,  tranfported 
with  paifion,  gave  a  violent  puih  to  Xicotencatl,  and 
threw  him  down  fome  fteps  of  the  audience  chamber, 
calling  him  a  feditious  traitor  to  his  country.  Such  an 
accufation  made  by  a  perfon  fo  circumfpeft,  fo  refpeded 
and  loved  by  the  nation,  obliged  the  fenate  to  imprifon 
Xicotencatl. 

The  refolution  which  they  came  to  was,  to  anfwer  to 
the  embafly  that  the  republic  was  ready  to  accept  the 
peace  and  friendihip  of  the  court  of  Mexico,  when  it 

did 


432  HISTORY    OF    MEXICO. 

did  not  require  fo  unworthy  an  aft,  and  a  crime  {o 
enormous,  as  the  facrificc  of  their  gucfts  and  friends ; 
but  when  the  ambaffadors  were  fought  for,  to  have  the 
anfwer  of  the  fenatc  delivered  to  them,  it  was  found  they 
had  already  departed  in  fecret  from  TIafcala:  for  having 
obferved  the  people  a  little  unquiet  upon  their  arrival, 
they  were  afraid  that  fome  attempt  might  have  been 
made  againft  the  refpcft  due  to  their  charafter.  It  is 
therefore  probable  that  the  fenate  fent  TIafcalan  mef- 
fcngers  with  their  anfwcr  to  the  court.  The  fenators 
endeavoured  to  conceal  from  the  Spaniards  the  purport  of 
the  embaffy,and  all  that  had  happened  in  the  fenate;  but, 
in  fpite  of  their  fecrecy,  Cortes  knew  it,  and  with  jufticc 
thanked  Maxixcatzin  for  his  good  offices,  and  engaged 
to  confirm  him  in  the  favourable  idea  he  entertained  of 
the  bravery  and  friendfliip  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  fenate,  not  content  with  thofe  proofs  of  its  great 
fidelity,  acknowledged  fre(h  obedience  to  the  Catholic 
king;  and  what  was  ftill  more  flattering  to  their  guefts, 
the  four  chiefs  of  the  republic  renounced  idolatry,  and 
were  baptized,  while  Cortes  and  his  officers  ftood  their 
godfathers,  and  the  funftion  was  celebrated  by  Olmedo 
with  great  rejoicing  and  jubilee  through  all  TIafcala. 

Cortes  was  now  freed  from  the  danger  to  which  his 
life  was  expofed  from  the  blow  he  had  received  on  his 
head  in  the  laft  battle;  and  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards, 
except  a  few  who  died,  were  cured  of  their  wounds  by 
the  affiftance  of  the  TIafcalan  furgeons.  During  the 
time  of  his  fickncfs,  Cortes  thought  of  nothing  elfe  than 
the  means  he  muft  ufe  to  conduft  his  undertaking  of  the 
conqueft  of  Mexico  to  a  profperous  end ;  and  to  further 
this,  he  had  ordered  a  confiderable  quantity  of  timber 
to  be  cut  for  the  conftruftion  of  thirteen  brigantines;  but 

while 
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while  he  was  forming  thofe  grand  projefts,  many  of  his 
foldiers  were  indulging  very  different  thoughts  in  their 
minds.     They  beheld  their  number  diminilhed,  them- 
felves  poor,  ill-accoutred,  and  unfurniflied  with  horfes 
as   well  as   arms.     They  could  not  chafe  from  their 
thoughts  the  terrible  conflift  and  tragic  nigh^of  the  firft 
of  July,  and  were  unwilling  to  expofe  themfelves  any 
more  to  new  adventures.     Their  prefcnt  ideas,  and  fu- 
ture apprehenfious,  were  both  too  much  for  them;  and 
they  blamed  their  general  for  his  obftinacy  in  fo  rafh  an 
undertaking.     From  murmurs  in  private,  they  proceed- 
ed to  make  a  legal  reqileft  to  him,  defirous  of  prevailing 
on  him,  by  a  variety  of  arguments,  to  return  to  Vera 
Cruz,  where  they  could  procure  frefli  troops,  and  a  fup- 
ply  of  arms  and  provifions,  for  the  purpofe  of  attempting 
the  conqueft  with  greater  hopes,  as.at  prefent  they  deem- 
ed it  impoilible.     Cortes  wa^  much  troubled  at  this  al« 
teration  of  their  fentiments,  which  threatened  to  fruf- 
trate  all  his  defigns;  but  exercifing  his  talent  to  perfuade 
his  foldiers  to  his  own  pleafure,  he  made  them  k  point- 
ed energetic  fpeech,  which  had  eflFcft  enough  to  make 
them  give  up  their  pretcnfions.     He  reproached  them 
for  that  bud  of  cowardice  he  faw  fpringing  in  their  minds,  . 
awakened  their  fentiments  of  honour,  by  a  flattering  re- 
cital of  their  glorious  a6lions,  and  the  proteftations  full 
of  ardor  and  courage  which  they  had  frequently  made 
him.     He  made  them  fully  fenfible  how  much  more  dif- 
ficult it  would  be  for  them  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz  than 
to  remain  at  Tlafcalaj  aflured  them  of  the  fidelity  of  that 
republic,  of  which  they  feemed  a  little  doubtful.  Laftly, 
he  prayed  them  to  fufpend  their  refoluticli,  until  they 
flxould  jfee  the  event  of  the  war,  which  he  dcfigned  to 
make  upon  the  province  of  Tepcjacac,  in  which  he  hop- 
ed to  find  new  proofs  of  the  fincerity  of  the  Tlafcalans. 
VouII.  3 1  The 
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The  lords  of  the  province  of  Tepcjacac,  which  bor- 
dered on  the  republic  of  TIafcala,  had  declared  them- 
felves  the  friends  of  Cortes,  and  fubjefts  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  ever  fince  that  terrible  maflacre  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  made  in  Chotula;  but  feeing  afterwards  that 
the  Spaniards  were  worded,  and  the  Mexicans  viftorious, 
they  put  themfelves  again  under  obedience  to  the  king  of 
Meiflico;  and,  in  order  to  conciliate  his  favour,  they  kill- 
ed feme  Spaniards  who  were  on  their  journey  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  Mexico,  and  unapprifed  of  the  tragedy  which 
had  happened  to  their  companions  there;  they  admitted 
a  Mexican  garnfon  into  their  territory,  and  occupied  the 
road  wUch  led  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Tlaicala;  and,  not 
even  contented  with  that,  they  made  fome  incurfions 
into  the  lands  of  that  republic     Cortes  propofed  to 
make  war  upon  them,  not  lefs  to  puni(h  their  perfidy 
than  to  fecure  the  road  from  that  port  for  the  fuccours 
he  expected  from  thence.     He  was  inftigated  alfo  to  this 
expedition  by  the  young  Xicotencatl,  who  had  been  fet 
at  liberty  by  the  mediation  of  the  SpanKh  general  him- 
felf,  and  that  he  might  remove  every  fufpicionagainft 
him  concerning  what  had  pafled  in  the  fenate,  offered  to 
aifift  him  in  that  war  with  a  (Irong  army.     Cortes  ac- 
cepted his  oflkr;  but  before  he  took  up  arms,  he  in  a 
friendly  manner  demanded  fatisfadion  of  the  Tepeja- 
cans,  and  advtfed  them  to  quit  the  Mexican  caufe,  pro- 
mifing  to  pardon  the  trefpafs  they  had  committed  in  mur- 
dering thofe  Spaniards;  but  his  propofition  having  been 
rcjedcd,  he  marched  againfl  them  with  four  hundred  and 
twenty  Spaniards  and  fix  thoufand  Tlafcalan  archen, 
while  Xicotencatl  was  levying  an  army  of  fifty  thoiifand 
men.     In  Tzimpontzinco,  a  city  of  the  republic,  fo  many 
troops  aflembled  from  the  flates  of  Huexotzinco,  and 

Cholula^ 
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Cholula,  that  it  was  imagined  their  number  amounted 
to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand. 

The  firft  expedition  was  againft  Zacatepec,  the  place 
of  the  confederacy  of  the  Tepcjacans.  The  inhabitants 
of  it  laid  in  ambufcade  for  the  Spaniards.  They  fought 
on  both  fides  with  great  courage  and  obftinacy,  but  at 
laft  the  Spaniards  were  viftors,  and  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  left  dead  on  the  field  (j).  From 
thence  the  army  marched  againft  Acatzinco,  a  city  ten 
miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Tepejacac,  into  which  the 
Spaniards  entered  triumphant,  after  gaining  a  battle  little 
Icfs  difficult  than  that  of  Zacatepec.  From  Acatzinco 
Cortes  fent  detachments  to  burn  feveral  places  in  that 
neighbourhood,  and  to  fubjeft  others  to  his  obedience; 
and  when  it  appeared  to  be  time  to  attack  the  principal 
city,  he  fet  out  with  all  his  army  for  Tepejacac,  where 
he  entered  without  any  refiftance  from  the  citizens* 
Here  he  declared  many  prifoners  taken  in  that  province 
to  be  flaves,  and  made  the  mark  of  a  feal  upon  them 
with  a  hot  iron,  according  to  the  barbarous  cuftom  of 
that  century,  allotting  the  fifth  part  of  them  to  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  dividing  the  reft  among  the  Spaniards  and 
the  allies.  He  founded  there,  according  to  the  manner 
of  fpeaking  of  the  Spaniards  in  thofc  days,  a  city  which 
he  called  Segura  del/a  Fronieray  the  founding  of  which 
•confifted  in  eftablifliing  Spaniih  magiftrates  there,  and 
^reding  a  fmall  fortification  (^0 

The 

{a)  Sevenil  hiftoriaot  fay,  that  the  night  after  the  battle  of  Ztuatepic  the  al< 
liet  of  the  Spauiards  had  a  jj^eat  fupper  ef .  human  fleih;  part  roafted  on  fpits 
of  wood,  part  boiled  in  fifty  thoufand  pots.  But  this  appears  a  complete  fable, 
tt  is  not  probable  that  Cortes,  or  Bernal  Diaz,  (hould  have  omitted  an  event  in 
their  relations  of  fo  remarkable  a  nature,  particularly  Diaz,  who  is  generally  too 
prolix  and  tedious  in  his  recital  of  fuch  ads  of  inhumanity. 

{b)  The  city  of  Tepejacac,  or  Tcpeaca,  as  the  Spaniards  call  it,  is  ftill  es 
Kting;  but  the  oame  of  Segitra  dtUa  Frvnura  was  icon  forgotten.     Charles  V. 
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The  Mexican  troops,  garrifoncd  in  that  proTincc,  re- 
treated from  it,  not  having  fufficient  ftrength  to  refifl  the 
power  of  their  enemies;  hot,  at  the  fame  time,  there  ap- 
peared at  the  city  of  Qoauhquechollan  (r),  diftant  about 
four  miles  from  Tepgacac,  towards  the  fouth,  an  army 
of  Mexicans  fent  there  by  king  Cuitlahuatzin,  to  Uhder 
the  paffage  of  the  Spaniards  by  that  quarter  to  the  ca- 
pital, if  they  now  fhould  attempt  it.  Quauhquechollan 
was  a  confidcrable  city,  containing  from  five  to  fix  thou- 
fand  families,  pleafantly  fituated,  and  not  lefs  fortified 
by  nature  than  by  art.  It  was  naturally  defended  on 
one  fide  by  a  fleep  rocky  mountain,  and  on  another  fide 
by  two  pasalld  running  rivers.  The  whole  of  the  city 
was  furrounded  by  a  llrong  wail  of  ftone  and  lime,  about 
twenty  feet  high  and  twelve  broad,  with  a  breail-work 
all  round,  of  about  three  feet  in  height.  There  were 
but  four  ways  to  enter,  at  tfaofe  places  where  the  extre- 
mities of  the  wall  were  doubled,  forming  two  femicircles^ 
as  we  have  already  reprefented  in  the  figure  given  in 
our  eighth  book.  The  difficulty  of  the  entrance  was 
increafed  by  the  elevation  of  the  fite  of  the  city,  which 
was  almoft  equal  to  the  height  of  the  wall  itfelf ;  fo  that 
in  order  to  enter,  it  was  neccflary  to  afcend  by  fome 
very  deep  fteps. 

The  lord  of  that  city,  who  was  partial  to  the  Spani*- 
ards,  fent  an  embafify  to  Cortes,  declaring  his  fubmifiion 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  who  had  been  already  acknow- 
ledged fovereign  of  all  that  land,  in  the  celebrated  afi!em- 
bly  held  by  king  Montezuma  with  the  Mexican  nobility, 
in  the  prefence  of  Cortes ;   that,  although  defirous,  he 

was 

giTe  it  the  title  and  hooour  of  %>aiiiih  City  is  1545.    At  prefent,  it  belongs  to 
the  marquifate  of  the  Tallcy. 

(«)  Qtiauhquechollan  is  called  by  the  Spaniards  Gaaqacechii]a,or  Hmaemh^ 
At  prefeot,  it  is  a  pleaiant  Indian  village,  abounding  with  good  fhiitf . 
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was  not  permitted  by  the  Mexicans  to  manifeft  his  fideli- 
ty ;  that,  then  there  were  a  great  number  of  Mexican 
oflGicers  in  Quauhqucchollan,  and  thirty  thoufand  men  of 
war  partly  in  that  city,  partly  in  the  places  around  ir, 
for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  any  confederacy  with  the 
Spaniards  :  neverthelefs,  he  requefted  him  to  come  to 
his  affiftance,  and  free  him  from  the  vexations  which  he 
fuflfered  from  thofe  troops.  Cortes  was  pleafed  with 
the  intelligence,  and  immediately  fent  with  the  fame 
meffengers  a  party  of  thirteen  horfes,  two  hundred  Spa- 
niards, and  thirty  thoufant  auxiliary  troops,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Olid.  •  The  meffengers,  according 
to  the  order  of  their  lord,  undertook  to  conduft  the  ar- 
my by  a  way  littletravelled,  and  apprifed  captain  Olid 
that  when  they  came  near  to  the  city,  the  Quauhque- 
chollans  were  to  attack  with  fome  armed  bodies  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Mexican  officers,  and  to  endeavour  to  feizc 
or  kill  them,  in  order  that  when  the  Spanifli  army  en- 
tered the  city,  it  might  be  eafy  for  them  to  defeat  the 
enemy  without  their  leaders.  But  twelve  miles  before 
the  army  reached  Quauhquechollan,  the  Spanilh  com- 
mander became  fufpicious  that  the  Huexotzincas  might 
be  fecretly  confederated  with  the  Quauhquechollans  and 
the  Mexicans,  in  order  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards.  Hi« 
fufpicion,  occafioned  by  fecret  information,  and  render- 
ed ftill  more  ftrong  by  the  numbers  of  the  Huexotzincas, 
who  of  their  own  accord  joined  the  army,  obliged  him 
to  return  to  Cholula,  where  he  made  fome  of  the  mofl 
refpedable  perfons  among  the  Huexotzincas  and  the  am- 
baffadors  of  Quauhquechollan  be  feized,  and  fent  them 
under  a  ftrong,  guard  to  Cortes,  that  he  might  make 
enquiry  into  this  fuppofed  ftratagem. 

Cortes  was  extremely  vexed  at  this  proceeding  againfl: 
fuch  faithful  friends  as  the  Huexotzincas :  neverthelefs 

he 
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he  carefully  examined  them,  difcovered  the  innocence 
and  fidelity  of  both  parties,  and  obfei^ved,  that  the  late 
difafters  had  made  the  Spaniards  more  timorous,  and 
that  fear,  as  ufual,  had  induced  them  to  carry  their 
fufpicion  farther  than  was  proper  or  neceffary.  He 
gave  kind  treatment  and  made  prefents  to  the  Quauh- 
quechollans  and  the  Huexotzincas ;  and,  accompanied 
by  theb,  he  marched  for  Cholula,  with  a  hundred  Spa- 
nifli  infantry  and  ten  horfcs,  having  refolved  to  execute 
this  enterprife  in  perfon.  He  found  the  Spaniards  in 
Cholula  apprehenfive,  but  lie  foon  encouraged  them, 
and  then  marched  for  Quauhquechollan,  with  all  his  ar- 
my, which  confifted  now  of  three  hundred  Spaniards 
and  upwards  of  a  hundred  thoufand  allies :  fuch  was 
the  readinefs  of  thofe  people  in  taking  arms  to  free  them- 
felves  from  the  yoke  of  the  Mexicans.  Before  he  ar- 
rived at  Quauhquechollan,  Cortes  was  informed  by  the 
chief  of  that  city,  that  all  the  purpofed  meafure*  bad 
been  taken  ;  that  the  Mexicans  were  confiding  in  their 
centinels  ported  upon  the  towers  of  the  city,  and  on  the 
road ;  but  that  the  centinels  had  already  been  fecretly 
feized  and  confined  by  the  citizens. 

The  Quauhquechollans  no  fooner  faw  the  army  which 
was  coming  to  their  affiftance,  than  they  attacked  the 
quarters  of  the  Mexican  officers  with  fuch  fury,  thar^ 
before  Cortes  entered  the  city,  they  prefented  him  forty 
prifoners.  When  the  general  entered,  three  thoufand 
citizens  were  affaulting  the  principal  dwelling  of  the 
Mexicans,  who,  though  greatly  inferior  in  number,  de- 
fended thcmfelves  fo  bravely  that  they  could  not  take  the 
houfe,  although  they  had  rendered  thcmfelves  mafters 
of  the  terraces.  Cortes  made  the  aflault,  and  took  it ; 
but  in  fpite  of  the  efforts  he  made  to  feize  any  one  of 
them,  from  whom  he  might  learn  fome  intelligence  of 

the 
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the  court,  the  Mexicans  fought  with  fuch  obftinaey, 
that  they  were  all  killed,  and  he  with  difficulty  obtain- 
ed fomc  few  particulars  from  a  dying  officer.  The 
other  Mexicans,  who  were  fcattered  through  the  city, 
fled  out  precipitately  to  incorporate  themfelvcs  with  the 
body  of  the  army,  encamped  on  a  high  ground  which 
commanded  all  the  environs.  They  immediately  form- 
ed  in  order  of  battle,  entered  the  city,  and  began  fet- 
ting  fire  to  the  houfes.  Cortes  affirms,  that  he  never 
faw  an  army  make  a  more  beautiful  appearance,  on  ac- 
count of  the  gold  and  the  plumes  with  which  their 
armour  was  adorned.  The  Spaniards  defended  the  city 
with  their  cavalry  and  many  thoufands  of  allies,  and 
forced  them  to  retreat  to  a  high  and  almoft  inacceffiblc 
ground ;  but  being  likewife  thither  purfued  by  their 
enemies,  they  betook  themfelvcs  to  the  fummit  of  a  very 
lofty  mountain,  leaving  numbers  dead  on  the  field.  The 
conquerors,  after  having,  fackcd  the  Mexican  camp,  re- 
turned to  the  city  loaded  with  fpoils. 

The  army  refted  three  days  in  QuauhquechoUan,  and 
on  the  fourth  inarched  towards  Itzocan  (d)^  a  city  con- 
taining from  three  to  four  thoufand  families,  fituate  on 
the  fide  of  a  mountain,  about  ten  miles  from  Quauhque- 
choUan, furrounded  by  a  deep  river  and  a  fmall  wall. 
Its  ftreets  were  well  difpofed,  and  its  temples  fo  nume- 
rous, that  Cortes  imagined  them,  including  fmall  and 
large,  to  be  more  than  a  hundred  in  number.  The  air 
of  it  is  hot,  from  being  fituated  in  a  deep  valley,  fliut  in 
by  high  mountains  ;  and  its  foil,  like  that  of  Quauhque- 
choUan, fertile,  and  (haded  by  trees  bearing  the  moft 
beautiful  bloflbms  and  excellent  fruits.  A  prince  of  the 
royal  blood  of  Mexico  governed  the  ftate  at  this  time, 
to  whom  Montezuma  had  given  it  in  fief,  after  having 
put  its  lawful  lord  to  death,  for  fome  mifdemeanor  of 

which 

(J)  Itzocan  if  called  Izucar  bj  the  Spaniards. 
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whkh  we  are  igiK^ant ;  and  there  was  now  in  it  a  gar^ 
rifoQ  of  firom  five  to  fix  tboufand  Mexican  troops.  Ail 
thefe  particulars  having  been  communicated  to  Cortes,  he 
was  induced  to  make  an  expedition  againfl  Itzocan.  His 
zrmj  was  fo  much  increafed,  that  it  amounted,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  aflirmation,  to  about  the  number  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  tboufand  men.  He  ftormed  the  city 
on  that  fide  where  the  entry  was  leafl  difficult.  The 
Itzocanefe,  fccondcd  by  the  royal  troops,  made  at  firft 
fome  refiftance ;  but  having  been  at  laft  overcome  by  fu- 
pcriority  of  force,  they  went  into  confufion,  and  fled  by 
the  oppofite  part  of  the  city  :  and,  having  crofled  the  ri- 
ver, they  raifed  the  bridges  to  prevent  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy.  The  Spaniards  and  the  allies,  in  fpite  of  the 
difficulty  of  getting  acrofs  the  river,  chafed  them  four 
miles,  killing  fome,  making  others  prifoners,  and  ftriking 
terror  and  difinay  to  the  whole.  Cortes,  having  return- 
ed to  the  city,  made  all  the  fanduaries  be  fet  on  fire,  and 
by  means  of  fome  prifoners  recalled  the  citizens  who 
were  fcattered  through  the  mountains,  and  invited  them 
to  return  without  fear  to  inhabit  their  houfcs.  The  lord 
of  Itzocan  had  abfented  from  the  city,  and  fet  out  for 
Mexico,  whenever  the  army  of  the  enemy  came  in  fight. 
That  was  fufficient  to  the  nobility  to  declare  the  flate 
vacant,  particularly  as  in  all  probability  he  was  not  very 
acceptable  to  them:  on  which  account  they  agreed, 
with  the  authority  and  under  the  protcftion  of  Cortes, 
to  give  it  to  a  fon  of  the  lord  of  Quauhquechollan  and  a 
daughter  of  that  lord  who  was  put  to  death  by  Monte- 
zuma J  and  becaufc  he  was  dill  a  youth  of  few  years,  his 
father,  his  uncle,  and  two  other  nobles,  were  Appointed 
his  tutors. 

The  fame  of  the  viAories  of  the  Spaniard^fprcad  fud- 
dcnly  through  all  the  country,  and  drew  the  obedience 
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of  many  to  the  Catholic  king.  Bdides  Quauhquechollan^ 
Itzocan,  and  Ocopctlajoccan,  a  large  city  at  a  little  dif^ 
tance  from  the  twofirft,  fome  lords  came  to  pay  homage 
to  the  crown  of  Caftile^  from  eight  ^places  of  Coaixtla- 
huacan^  a  part  of  the  great  province  of  Mixtecapan, 
more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles  didant  towards 
the  fouth  from  the  city  of  Quauhquechollan^  courting 
with  emulation  the  alliance  and  friendfhip  of  fuch  brave 
fbangers. 

Cortes,  having  returned  to  Tepejacac,  made  war,  by 
means  of  his  captains,  on  fome  cities  who  had  ihewn 
hoftilities  to  the  Spaniards.  The  inhabitants  of  Xalat- 
zinco,  a  city  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  road  of  Vera 
Cruz,  were  conquered  by  the  brave  Sandoval,  and  the 
principal  perfons  carried  prifoners  to  Cortes,  who,  upon 
feeing  them  humble  and  penitent,  fet  them  at  liberty 
again.  Thofe  of  Tecamachalco,  a  city  of  coniiderable 
ilze,  of  the  Popolocan  nation,  made  a  ftout  refiftance  ; 
but  atlafl  theyfurrendered,  and  two  thoufand  of  them 
were  made  flaves.  Againfl  Tochtepec,  a  large  city  up- 
on the  river  Papaloapan,  where  there  was  a  Mexican 
garrifon,  he  fent  a  captain,  named  Salcedo,  with  eighty 
Spaniards,  of  whom  not  one  returned  alive  to  bring  the 
general  the  news  of  their  defeat.  This  lofs  was  fenfibly 
felt  by  Cortes,  and  on  account  of  the  few  Spaniards  he 
then  had,  was  a  very  heavy  one ;  but,  in  order  to  re- 
venge it,  he  fent  two  brave  captains,  Ordaz  and  Avila, 
with  fomehorfes  and  two  thoufand  allies  againft  the  gar- 
rifon, who,  notwithftanding  the  great  courage  with 
which  the  Mexicans  defended  themfelves,  took  the  city, 
and  killed  a  number  of  the  enemy. 

The  lofs  of  thofe  eighty  foldiers  was  not  the  only  thing 
which  diftrefled  Cortes.  Thofe  who  a  little  time  before 
had  conjured  him  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz,  perHfted  now 
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lb  omiifaly  in  their  doBaod,  dnt  lie«as6bHged  to 
gRDT  dies  pcfpifca  B0I  lo  rctmrfi  to  Yeta,  Crnz,  to 
ma  ferfcagreiribgcqBeat^btit  to  Cabti^  ia  onkr  to  bi 
tt  1  glutei  Abaocfitm  die  duigcis  of  war,  it  a{>pc«ir* 
ii^  m  kb  ctU  to  dat  jndkaoos  and  (fifcenmig  leader  to 
dfaMilk  the  ooflibcr  oiFhis  troops  tfam  to  keep  difcoa- 
tcBicd  KCB,  vho,  bf  dnr  want  of  ipirit,  would  idax 
the  cooragc  and  damp  die  miiids  of  the  reft ;  but  this  Io6 
was  qiuiddT  and  abandantly  fopplicd  hj  a  amfidcrahle 
wnaber  of  fijUcis,  whoarrired  with  hones,  arms,  and 
jmmuniiioe,  at  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz ;  ooe  partj  betng 
icst  bjr  the  gafuaoi  of  Ocdm  to  the  affiftance  of  Nar* 
Taez,  dieodierbythe  goremor  of  Jamaica,  to  the  cxpe- 
dttkm  of  PuiQco :  who  al!  wiffinglj  joined  dien&lves 
to  Cortes,  cuuvtiting  thofe  Tery  means,  which  were  em- 
ploTcd  bj  his  enemies  for  his  rain,  into  tnftnunents  of 
his  liKccft* 

The  conqnefts  of  die  Spanhrds,  and  the  mimber  of 
their  alKes,  fo  aggiandifcd  their  name,  and  piocurcd 
fnch  anthorttj  to  Cortes  among  thofe  pc<^>le,  that  ht 
was  the  umpire  in  aD  dieir  diMucnccs,  and  they  repair- 
ed to  him  as  if  he  had  been  the  fovcreign  lord  of  all  the 
region,  to  obcam  confinnation  of  the  invcftitnre  of  Ta« 
cantftatcs,  and  in  pardcnhrdiofeof  Clu>hihand  Oco- 
teloko  m  ThioJa,  both  vacant  bf  deaths  occafioned  bj 
the  finaH^fooc  This  feoorgc  of  die  human  race,  totally 
imknown  hitherto  m  the  new  world,  was  faroaght  there 
by  a  Moorilh  Have  bdoogmg  to  Nanraez.  He  infc6ted 
die  ChempoaUefe,  and  from  thence  the  infbfiion  fpread 
diroQgh  all  the  Mexican  empire,  to  die  irremediaUe  de- 
ftrnftion  of  thofe  nations.  Ifany  thoofimds  periihed  and 
feme  places  were  utterly  dqx)pi]]ated.  Theywhofeom- 
iUtution  furmoonted  the  Tioleoce  of  the  diftempcr,  re- 
mained fe  di&lljgured  and  marked  with  fndx  deep  pits  m 

the 
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the  face,  that  they  raifcd  bdrrw  m  efctj  perfon  whd 
viewed  them.  Among  other  difafters  occafioned  by  thit 
diforder,  the  death  of  Cuitlahuatztn,  after  a  reigfi  of 
three  or  four  months,  was  moft  fenfibly  felt  by  the  Mex* 
icans,  and  the  death  of  prince  Maxtxcatzm  by  the  Tlaf« 
calans  and  Spaniards.  * 

The  Mexicans  chofe  Quauhtemotzin,  nephew  of  th^ 
deceafed  Cuitlahuatzin,  for  their  king,  as  no  brother  of 
the  two  laft  kings  was  furviving.  This  was  a  youth  of 
about  twenty-five  years,  of  great  fpirit  j  and  although 
not  much  pradifed  in  the  art  of  war,  on  account  of  hi^ 
age,  he  continued  the  military  difpofitions  of  his  prede- 
ceffor.  He  married  his  coufin  Tecuichpotzin,  daughter 
of  Montezuma,  and  formerly  wife  to  his  uncle  Cuitla* 
huatzin. 

The  death  of  Maxixcatzin  was  greatly  lamented  by 
Cortes,  as  much  on  account  of  the  particular  friendfliip 
formed  between  them,  as  to  him  it  had  been  principally 
owing  that  there  was  fo  much  harmony  between  the 
TIafcalans  and  the  Spaniards.  Having  rendered  the 
road  of  Vera  Cruz  perfcftly  fecurc,  and  fent  the  captain 
Ordaz  to  the  court  of  Spain,  with  a  diftinA  account  in 
writing,  addrcffed  to  Charles  V.  of  all  that  had  hither- 
to happened;  and  the  captain  Avila  to  the  ifland  of 
Hifpaniola,  to  folicit  new  fuccours  for  the  conqueft  of 
Mexico,  he  departed  from  Tepejacac  for  TIafcala,  en- 
tered  there,  dreffed  in  mourning,  and  made  other  de* 
monflrations  of  grief  for  the  death  of  his  friend  the 
prince.  At  the  requeft  of  the  TIafcalans  themfelves, 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Catholic  king,  he  conferred  the 
vacant  ftate  of  Ocotelolco,  one  of  the  four  principal 
ftates  of  that  republic,  on  the  fon  of  the  late  prince,  a 
youth  of  twelve  years,  and,  in  honour  of  the  merits  of 

bis 
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his  father,  he  anned  him  as  a  knight  accordmg  to  the 
.cuilom  of  Caftile. 

About  this  time  time,  though  from  a  very  differeot 
caufe,  the  death  of  the  prince  Cuicuiczcatzin  happened, 
whom  Montezuma  and  Ccnrtes  had  placed  on  the  throqe 
of  Acolhuacan  in  the  room  of  his  unfortunate  brother 
Cacamatzin*  He  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy  long  his 
borrowed  dignity,  ibr  he  who  had  given  him  the  crown 
very  foon  deprived  him  of  his  liberty.  He  departed  from 
Moico  among  the  other  prifoners  that  night  of  the  de« 
feat  of  the  Spaniards ;  but  he  had  then  the  fortune,  <^ 
perhaps  rather  misfortune  to  efcape,  as  he  was  ibon  to 
lofe  1^  life  in  a  more  ignominious  manner.  He  accom- 
panied the  Spaniards  in  their  engagements  as  far  as  Tlaf- 
cala,  where  he  remained,  until  having  become  either 
impatient  of  opprelfion  or  delirous  of  recovering  the 
throne,  he  fled  in  fccret  to  Tezcuco.  At  this  court  hk 
brother  CoanacoCzin  was  then  reigning,  to  whom,  after 
the  death  of  Cacamatzin  the  crown  in  right  belonged. 
Cuicuitzcatzin  bad  hardly  made  his  appearance  when  he 
was  made  prifoncr  by  the  royal  minifters,  who  gave 
fpeedy  advice  to  their  king  of  it,  who  was  then  abfent 
at  Mexico.  He  communicated  it  to  king  Quauhtemot* 
zin  his  coufin,  who  confidering  that  fugitive  prince  a 
fpy  of  the  Spaniards,  thought  he  fhould  be  put  to  death. 
Coanacotzin,  either  to  pleafe  that  monarch,  or  to  take 
away  from  Cuicuitzcatzin  aify  opportunity  of  attempt- 
mg  to  recover  the  crown  to  the  prejudice  of  his  o'^n 
right  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  executed  that  fen- 
tence  upon  him. 
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